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And to know the love US C briſt, which ich 
paſſer Knowledge, that ye might be fled 
with all the fulneſs of God. Eph. 3. I-79 
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en. Epi, Deum Colit qui novit. e of 
© Gone. qui putat Deos n-cere velle non poſſunt nec 
accipere Injuriam, nec facere lædere, enim lædique con. 
junctum eſt. 

Primus eſt deorum cultus deos credere, deinde redde- 
e Nis magiſtatem ſuam, reddere -bonitatem, line qua: 
[nol gelte eſt. 

Deos propitiare bonus, eſt ſatis illos coluic quit 
quis imitatus elt. P's | 


LONDO N, Printed for G. Strabag, at the 
| G olden-Ball over againft tue Royal E xcnange 
in Cornhill. 1701. 


* 


+ 


2 — 


7 


| © of Mankind; and the Gentlemen of the So 
. ciety for Reformation of. Manners, who zealoufly 
endeavour to ſuppreſs Immorality and Profune- 


neſs, 0 ht | 40 be Loved and”. Senec. Epiſt. 87. 
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Honoured by all as the . M. Catonem Cenſorium, tam Ro 
. J<j*- a8 . veſt arriots. Sciprenem ; alter enim cum boſtibus 
But fach is the degenera- nobis bellum, aher cum moribus u 


5 | | The Roman ſtate was net mor E 
CY, and folly of men, that nobled and advanced for that 4 


their under 7 aking. ts Abs Scipzo was born, one of our greateſt 3 

tended with. the greateſt ha- and moft renowned Generals, than 
= ee eee by means of the luckie nativity of 
| % AJJVCULTECS an Lye M. Cato Cen. famous for his zealin 


appointments : Tet the nom. Suppreſſing all manger of vice; fur i 


1 | | the 6ne fought againſt our Enemies 7 
rage of the goodneſs. and andre other againſt our Immoras' 


love of God, is ſufficient lity and Pfofanenets, 


weariedneſs to pow and promote that deſign 
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to inſpire ſuch Faith in God, fach ⁊ęal ab 4T 
Charity, as powerfully aiſpoſe and enable good 


of all others, is moſt dear 
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I ̃ᷣ?õ's che Religious Societies, Oe. 
o Gad and benefitial to Men. That Nie 
—_ dom N and Goodneſs which forms Man in t 4 ; 
Mom, which nouriſues and cheriſbes him 
= with ſuch tender care and kinaneſs, and from 
ach à ſmall begiuning and weak helpleſs con- 
= + dition, preſerves and protects him againſt in- 
= - zumerable dangers, . which do every where 1. 
wait and threaten his frail Nature, until | 
be arrive at the Wiſdom and ſtrength f 
Manbnod; will mach more cherifh and defend WM 
againſt all dangers, againſt all x": and 
= | aſſaults ef Enemies, the ſmall beginnings | 
= Z Grace in an), and preſerve and protect the = = 
= forlorn cauſe of Religion; and will carry on - 
= the far more glorious work of mans Sabvati- | 
bi on, with greater tenderneſs and wiſdom, He 7 
hath purchaſed his Church with the precious 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his only Son, and are 
not his Wiſdom Mercy and Power great e- 
nough, to preſerve, cherifh -and ſave ſo dear | 
_—_ & purchaſe ? the conſideration and faith of 
%%%, and innumerable other inſtances of the 
we Wiſdom and goodneſs of God; inſpire won- 
+ derful &eal, Patience and Reſolution in pro- 
motins the reformation of Manners, and ad- 
vanc ing the Kzugdom of Chriſt our Lord, 
who triumpbs and glories moſt in his famoug 
_—  Fittories, over the Powers of Darkneſs aud, 
'$ Lafts of Men; and will not fail highly to 
= reward rhe Patience and Labaurs of bis Faiths | 
fd Servents. The Fiaelity, Patience, Humi- 
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the charitable P% rpoſes of 2 , who endea- 2 


and advance the Honour amd Practice of our 
Holy Religion. And our Holy Faith, which di:. 
reels us to depend wholly on the Goodneſs * 
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Part of the praiſe of the good that be works 


the aſſaults 27 watchful ſubtile Enemy, 
| may happen to 


prove and maintain, tha 
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teutions aud diligence, in reforming | themſelves 
and others, furmaunting all diſſiculties and _ 
diſappointments, are proof and evidence - of - 
their knowledg and faith of the mighty power | 
of the Grace and Mercy of God to all. e 


and the wonderful progreſs of thoſe Religion 9 


Societies, from ſach an incopſiderable begin. 


ning, is 4 marvelous inſtance of the 


„(en e 
aſſiſtance and ſucceſs, mberamith God do's bleſs 
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vour through Faith in his Name, to reſtore 


and Grace of God; teaches us to aſſume no. 


in us, or by us, to our ſelves; but to give 
the Gloxy to him alone. Now the following 
Sermons humbly proffer you their aſſiſtance, to 
attain and encreaſe that - profouud Humility 
of Faith, which is ven) prevalent and pom. 
erfulwith God. The ſmall aſſiſtance of a fee- 
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ble but true effetionate Friend, at a m lac, 


which can hardly be fortified, bat lies open 


| be ſegfonable and uſeful. 
' The deſan of the enſuing diſcourſes is to 
ö oaGoverns andRales 
in and aver all; To explain and defend the 
„ Wiſdom 
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© + The mor lively rhe Soul of am is formed af. 
der the image f the Divine Goodneſs, and 

tze greater experiente any hath of the grace 


 , flneere affection high eſteem and reſpect, A 
' that the immence goodneſs and mighty power © 
, the Grace of God, may over Dirt, Aft 
* and Proſper you in your Religious, Charitable 
pa rpoſes, 15 rhe Hearty P rayer of him whots © 
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and proceedings 3 and to ſbew the Neceſſity 


mable benefit of his Grace through Faith, 
a4 e the abſolute wi 
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arable bleſſing, and excellency of revealed 


Zion; and to expoſe the Folly and Pride 
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em, who ſpurn at revealed Religion, 
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of God; the more raviſhing beams of light 


aud comfort does the conſidering and unfold- 
mn it,” dart in upon the Mind; your expe-” 
rience and knowledge of the tranſporting charms 
and glories of the Divine Subject, about which, 
, the following Sermons are converſant, male 
way for your kind reception. of them, And 


1 preſent them to you as 4 eſtimony 77 my 
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Bo * W. Scott. 


„ü AS. 6 


c 


* 
— 


uf p — 8 y * : 2 1 if | * : b 
" l — 5 E OE. „ ) x , 
p- 2 n : 4 1 WW. 0. % 4 g 1 4 1 \ * 4 * 1 D of * F | % 6 . 
„5 *. * 4 e ; - aw „ * —. $7 
4 'Y 4 . wr 4 4 * 
« * * * # of * 4 DEED * * 
5 . s _— Y * —_— \ 7 — * 
2 5 * . - * - p 
* * ; * . * = * * . x 
* = * 6 FR a ** — # - j- 
q 2 ” 5 "I — *% 
| 1 e | | | 1 | ; , | | K 8 | 
2 f 3 . = 
. * — — : q * 4 
= * Ll , 
F * % 8 ny 
wy dy \ 4. ix. va.” 
] | IF > 71 wt 
' — . o S * 2 


„ 1 3 by ; . Ls (0 AY +. { 
wt 5 | «of = 1 44 A a : . lad . bu ) : 5 23 
he Lord is good to all, and his tender Mer 

dcies are over all bis Works. '\ + 


\ 
i 


GEL 


HE Peface, p. 1, 2. The principal Heads. 
1 Diſcourſed too from this Text, are theſe 
wee. 1. An univerſal Goodneſs, diſcernible in 
ve Face and Order of the World. .- 2. The ſpeci- 
Goodneſs of God to Man. 3. The Footſteps ani 
ſemblance of Divine Goodneſs, imprinted 25 
ptelbgent Beings, pag. 3. The Goodneſs of God 
of the ſame extent with his Wiſdom, pag. 4. 
he goodneſs of God is viſible on the Earth. P. 5. 
the Seat, pag. 6. In the Heavens, p. 7, 8, 

10, The goodneſs of God is extended to all 
pngs every where, but with 4 more particular . 
re and inſpection of each thing, than Men 
ag ine, P. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. 
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The Contents! 


APPLICATION _ 5 
e check the Unthankfolges and Igno; Wil 


| en, pag. 19, 20. (2: To exhort 
to meditate upon the goodneſs of God, 


' SERMON II. . 9. 


H E . of God in providing for . | 
Creatures, in the Frame and Conſti- 

tution of Yheir Nature, pag. 245 2, 265 3% 
The goodneſs of God 70 Man, in the excellenty 
of the Humane Nature, which hat h innate No- 
tions and Principles of Reaſon, P. 28, 29, 30, 31, 
32, 33. And is capable of being improved, and 
. Atuaiiced to great Happineſs and. Perfection, 


P. 34, 35, 36, 37,38. But men, through their 
ewn Folly,” very oſten impair and waffe their Rea. 


fon, P., 39549, 41, 42, 43, 44. lunge hem. 
ſelves into great Afiſery, p. 45, 46. In what 


ſenſe God is Said 70 harden Mens. * P- 599 
4 1. Mar fs 


APPLICATION, 


- To ſhew, Firſt, The danger of! indulging A 
our ſelves in fin, p. 48, 49, 50% 51. Secondly; 
To ſnew the advantage of preſerving our ſelves I 
from evil 3 p.42 53-7 
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d, | penſions to, and delight in fin, 1 


Memiſh the goodneſs of our Creator; this ( bjecri- : 


2 anſwer'd, P. 547 . e. The Immortality 


ebe Soul proved, p. 56, 57, 5855 9. Our natu- 
IY jt ai ITS. COUT..O1.559 ADS Abe; ig £03 & 
rat Notions cannot be wholly Conquer'd, and raotr 
d out, p. 59, 60. The corruption of our Nature 


1s of our ſelves, and God is to be acquitted from 

being the Author of it, p. 67. © God hath provi- 

led a ſufficient remedy againſt it, p. 68, 69. 
Object. The grace of God to reſtore aur Na- 

ure, is annexed;to ſome external means, entruſt- 7 

d to the Fidelity and Diligence of frail, ſinfu 

nen ; through whoſe. Injuſtice, particular Perſons, 

Vations, and Races of Men, are deprived of the $ 

benefit of that Remedy; this Objedtion anſmered, : 

p. 79, 71, 72, 73; 747 75» 76, 775 78, 79. The. ä 

hjection re-inforced and anſwered, P. 80, 81, 

82, $4, 85, 86. The Divine Authority of the 

criptures, P. 82, 83, Marg. and Serm. 8. p. 219. 

he goodneſs of God in the Frame and Conſtitution. 

our Bodies, P. 924 935 1. 


1. * OY £ 


Three practical Obſervations. c 


102 8 0. 1. Man is a ſtrange Compoſure, in 
i hom Light and Darkneſs, Majeſty, and Mean- 5 
Ive cis, are ſhuffled, and mingled together, p. 61, | 
ag. Off. 2. There is a great difference be- 

ween that Spirit which governs good Men, 
8 d the Spirit which rules wicked men, p. 63- 
i A 3  Obf, 

| 


- 


eee 
Obf. 3. Betwixt Men which be very good, 
and them which be very bad, fall in many WP: 
different temperaments of Spirit, and the Spi- 
Tit is the Ballance which weighs and conſiders 
all things, p.54, 65,66. A due reyerence for 
our Nature, ſhould move us to Iive ſuitabiy 
xo it, p. 87, 88, 89, 90, 91. The Experience of 
God's Wiſdom and Goodneſs in our Crea- 
uld increaſe our 


tion and Preſervation, ſhou 
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8 ERMON IV. Pal. 145-9. ou 


OD provides plentifully for Man, Jurably 

to the Dionity of his Nature, p. 99. The 
Unthankfulneſs of Men in not obſerving the good. 
neſs of God in the daily Proviſions and comforts. of 
this life; for that they are not wont to mind, er 
confider any thing above the Directions and Informa: 
tions of Senſe, ar value common mercies, p.101, 102. 
And becauſe he diſpenſes his Mercies in a conſtant us 
mform courſe of Nature, p. 103, 104, 1055166, 10%, 
108. The particular care and goodneſs of God, ope- 
rates and works in, and by each natural Power, and 
cauſc, p. 109, 110, 111. The courſe of God's Grace 
and Juſtice, as to Mens Souls, grafted upon Na- 
ture, obſerves the Exvenneſs, Uniformity, and im- 
partial equality. of its Merhods, p. 112,113. The 
Decrees and Determinations of God's Wiſdom Yi 
and Goodneſs, are eternal and unchangeable, Wi 
P. 114, 115. Weonght to be modeſt in our En- 
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APPLICATION. | 
'To bring us under a due ſenſe of G ode 


preſence, and lively impreſſions of his good- 
neſs, p. 177, 118, 119, 120, 121,122. 
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SERMON V. Pſal. 145. 8, 9. 

The Lord is gracious, and full of Com- 
paſſion, ſlow ts anger and of great mercy. | 3 
Te Lord is good to all; and his tender 1 
mercies are over all. his works. ; 4 


O D's goodneſs in our Creation, makes our 
J noratitude and Diſobedience the more pro- 
voking. P. 125. The long-ſuffering of God in his 
Proceedings towards men, P.126,1 27,128, Scrip- 
tural Inſtances of this, p. 129, 1 30, 131,132, 133, 
134, 135, 136. The long-ſuſferins and mercy of 
God, in keeping his Couenant and Promiſes to 
Men. This inſtanced, Firſt, In his Promiſe to 
Abraham, p. 137, 138. Secondly, I the Pro- 
e of the Meſſias, p. 139, 140, 141, 142; 143. = 
1, 1453 146. f 4 


APPLICATION. 


To ſtrengthen our Faith, p. 147, 1 48, 1497 
Scondly, To make u; modeſt in our Enquiries 
5 ä SS 


into the Ren DJ Methods of God" Diſ⸗ 
en to Men, p, 150. Thirdly, To in- 
creaſe our Love to God, pag. 151, 152, 153, 
154. Fourthly, To increaſe ou Lore to one a. 
_— p. 155, 156, 157, 158. The Promiſe 7 
f the Meſſias conditional, p, 139. Marg. Ar- 


guments to take theSacrament, p. 136,145, 145 
147, 148, 149. And Ser. 8. p. 223, &c. p. 230% 
= 247. Andp. 228, 229, 230, 231. And Ser 


9. p. 260, 261, 262. And * 10. . 356, 
357 35%, 459, 360. 
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SERMON VI. ll 145. ela 


1 E Foctſi eps of Diane Goodneſi 8 in- 


telligent Beings, repreſent the Divine good. 


neſs in ſuch a manner, as a Picture does its © 
riginal; ſome reſemblance of the Divine gol. 
neſs to be obſerved in Men and Angels, 160 
161. And in the unparallelable g Kean e fs Ferri 
and his Apoſtles (brief explication of Rom. ch. 9. 
p- 162, 163, 164, 165. The love of Chriſt does 
| Yeprove and confute ſome. unc haritable Opinions, 
and condemn wicked Practices, p. 165, 169, 170. 
The Ways and Diſpenſations* of God above 'om 


comprehenſion, p. 167, 168. The want of Chari- 
ty the great fault of Men, 171 72. The good: 3 


* 


weſs of God the prime glory of hs Nature, p. 173. 


Zo. 


Men are apt to be injurious to the goodneſs of if 
God, by perverting his Word, p. 174. By enter-W 


taining Netions of God and his Works, reproachful : 


te bis Loodneſs, P. 175; 176, 177. The Incom- 
* 55 . 
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if. och g goodneſs, ought not to be an 
ee e G 179: 4 
53,0 bjeftion againſt the: Gobdneſs of God, anſwered, 
> -. 180, 181, 182. F 
9 — — aol — — 
2L SERMON. VII Row, 3.28. 
Therefore we conclude, That a Mamis juſtified b 
5 W-Faich, without the Deeds of the Law. 5 8 1 7 
Wt Reface, p. 183, 184, 185. The Principal 
Head diſcourſe too from this Text, aretheſe 
Three; Firſt, A general Deſcription of the goods 
% of God in Chriſt, to all that by Faith embrace 
it, and continue in it. Secondly, Some of the 
in. Particular Gifts and Graces, which, through Faith, 
20d be inſpires them with. Thirdly, The neceſſity 
„ the. mercy and grace of God in Chriſt, in op- 
ood poſition to the Works of the Lam; or that merit 
608 #114 legal Righteouſneſs which the Jews ſought to 
ri </abliſh, p. 186. The Mercy and Grace which 
9. Chriſt calls us into, and imparts through Faith, 
does Firſt, As he is our Prophet, p. 186, 187, 
1on 188. Secondly, As our Ning, p. 189, 190, 
150% Thirdly, As our Prieſt, p. 191, 192, 193. 
| Some Inſtances of the wonderful Power and Effica- 
,ari-W cy of the goodneſs and grace of God, through 
r00d- | 7 Faith in Abraham, P- 194. David. 1957 196, 
173.08 1 97, 198. I our Bleſſed Saviour, p. 199, 200, 
s 201, 202. Faith is ſufficient to ſupply all our 
ter- ¶¶Veceſſities, p. 203, 204. Humility the Firſt 
-bful and Principal Grace, which Chriſt, through Faith, 
Om- 
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|; ehenſibility of God; 


inſpires us with, P. 205, 206, 207. A ſecond, 
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* Knowledge and Belief of, the ah 


tual or Tomes P. 208, 209. 


s EAM. VII. Rom. 3; 28. 


APiritual VOY 1 52 to * Sanfifcri 


of our Nature, the forgiveneſs. of our Sn 


or our eternal Happineſs in the Life to come 


213, 214. on bat Santtification imports, N..2.1 
216 A17. Hects of a ſanttifynig Faith 


p. 218, 219, 3 Our endeavours contriburt 
o furt her to our Sanfification, than they are off 


Faith, p. 221, 222, 223, 224, 2254 226, 227, 
The Properties of 4 ſantifying 5 p- 20] 


155 | | 
APPLIC ATION. OO Ws! 


— 


e increaſe our Humility, 7. 2:31, 232, 


P- 211. The preſent condition of our Nature 
(an Explication of Rom. 7. chap. 1.) p. 212M 


233, 334+ Secondly, To excite us to praifeli 


the Love of God, p. 235. 236. T birdly, To 


SEA us againſt all the Difficulties of-a 
holy Lite; this, enforced from the Example 


of Abrabants Faith, in facrificing his Son, and 
'from the Folly of the Infidelity of Tm Fel 3 


lites, b. 2 475 to Par: 24% 


bh | 
4 n 


SERMON 


SERMON.IX./ Rss. 
bea. u Santtification 55 altoget hen o 
He >, "nd thie ge ace of God,, why are we c- 
anded to repent, and to purifte our Hearts, &c. 
his a pr red, and the Bounds of Na- 


* 


re and Grate conſidered, p. 249, 250, 251, 252, 
5s, 254» 2557256 257, 258. The, Promiſes. 
nf che forgiveneſs of ſer explained, in eight Objer- 

872. As to the Promiſes of eternal Liſe, the. 
eader is referred to what hath been ſaid on that 
jet before, p. 273. Faith in temporal Pro 
zſes, p. 273. The effects of that Faith, are, 
rſt Setf-denyal,, p. 2745 275. Secondly love of 
Enemies, p. 276, 277, 278, 279. Faith ex- 
iter and directs us to pray to God, and praiſe him 
irh, P. 280, 281, 382. The Conſuleration 
God's preventing grace, ſerves to Juſtiſie Infant 
Paptiſm, p. 260, end to increaſe our Faith and 
bankfulneſs, p. 261, 262. A third Ingredient 
f Chriſtian Faith, is the love of God, and freinds - 
ip with him, through the Teſtimony of a gdod Con 
aiſeence, p. 282, 283, 284, 285. God makes 
ood his Promiſes, ſhews'-mercy upon us, and in- 
Pires Self-aenyal, Patience, the love of God, the 
we of Enemies, Devotion, &c. according to our. 
=; or theſe Gifts and Graces are the Ingredi- 
M's ee Faith, p. 287. Sime Reflections 
Wo» the Book of Canticles, p. 285. Marg. 


z . 


- 


31 
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SERMO N X. Nom. 3. 28. 


| nat 


EE foly of thet Pride which ſights We 
grace of God, p. 289, 290. Thethird ge- 
reral Head, which-was propoſed to be diſcourſed to, 
was to explain ih Nature of Chriſtian Faith, "nf 
 ercfjrion to the Deeds of the Lam; the explication i 
| of fome Terms made uſe of in ' Seripture, on this 
helf, p. 292, 293, 294, 295, 296, 297, 300 
Chriſt Righteouſneſs is not imputed to us, as if wei 
obeyed the Law in him; and his. perfect Inno- 
cency were the formal Canſe of our Fuſtification, | 
P. 297, 298, 299. Marg. The ſtare of the Con 
zroverſie, upon whith the Apoſtle Reaſons, p. 3013, 
302, 303, 304, 305, 306, 207, 308, 309, 310, 
311, 312. Juſtification by Faith without the Heeds 
of the Lam, proved from Abraham's Juſtification, | 
P. 313, 314, 315, 316, 317. From Jacobs 
Fuftification, (Rom. 9. 10, 11, 12.) p. 318, 
319, 320, 327, 322, 323, 324 325, 326, 327 
328, 329, 333, 331. The Doctrine of St. Paul 
abont Juſtification, reconciled to the Doctrine of 
Sr. James. p. 332, 333, 3347 335, 336. Thas 
Text, Rom. 9. I0, 11, 12. abes not warrant 
the Doctrine of abſolute Decrees, P. 337. five 
Ener, matte fe if by the Apofte, to prong 
that the Grace of God, in Chriſt, did not belong to 
the Children of Abraham according to the fleſh, Wi 
in excliſion of the Gentiles, nor depend on Carnal 
Priviledges, but was Entailed on the Flect, i. e. 
the Children of the Promiſe, p. 338, 339, 340, 
341, 342, 343, 344. The Arguments which the 
Apoſtle makes uſe of to conclude both, againſt Juſti- 
S 1 | 
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APPLICATION . 


as x Nes SY 


* 0 


. To confiite the Dockrine of the Merit of 
Rood Works, p. 353, 354» 355. 356, 35% 
5, 360. Secondly. Toincreaſe our confidence 
the mercy of God, Þ. 361, 362, 363. Third- 
To increaſe our Charity, p. 364) 36 5. 
And our een P. 366, 367, 36S. - 


* $ 1 * * . o * 


* 4 


KE RMO N NT. Pfel: POET 


mr hatſorver the Lord pleaſed, that did be 
n heaven, and Earth, in the Seat, and all 
we Hate. 8 * 


. 


1 E main ; Subjeft —— to, mA this 

Text is; That the almighty Wiſdom and 

e — By of Gags rule abſolntely, in and over all 
nge. The profaneneſs of his Servants, and their 
4 rreverence to him, be very inexcuſable, P. 369, 

1 70. Some Inſtances of | his abſolute N and 
1 overnment recorded in Leer p. 394,373, 
74, 375, 376. The dayly Proceedings of Pro- 
dence, are of piece with theſe Inſtances. we have 


in Script ure, P. 377, 378, 379, 390, 381, 4 
Je 


Manner, but the Caſe. is altered nom, ſeeing bil 
Church in not confined to 4 


Objettion anſwered,” 5. 382, 383, 384. Cf 


| The extent of the Wiſdom and Power of Gol 


The Wiſdom' and Power of God, more particular 


of God as mdiſcernce in theſe Events and Works 
which, in Scripture, are attributed to wo aj 


bean of, now daily, p. 401.” God hath a perfil 


an extraordinaij ve 


df. * * 
« | 1 Pp | 3 & * 
; ' * 3 
xi | 1 * 
$ 1 f 357 * 1 
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9 


« judea 


7 N 


racles ought. not to be alledged as Proofs,” and 1: 
Frances of the ordinary courſe of Providence thi 


abſolute Power. and and Government, ought to bf 
A great Security and Encouragement to us, Wile wel 


9 7 T ey 8 „ Foy . * 
are doing his Will, p. 385, 386. 10 
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conſidered, Firſt, in his Workmanſhip, in ſomi 
particular Being, and then in ſeveral others in con 
junction with it;as inPlantsÞ.387,382.inflones&c 
p. 389. Jy Animals, 390, 391. In the whdl 

orld, conſidered as one Body,” p. 392, 393; 39. 


in each Event and Operation than we conteive 
P. 395, 396, 397. Improved to increaſe o 


Faith in God, and our love to his holy Laws 
P. 398, 399. The over-ruling Power and Miſdon 


Direttion and Providence, as in thoſe we ſee ani 


Knowledge of all future Events ;, p. 2, 10 
404. object, It is below che Majeſty of Go, oil 
Concern himſelf About inconfiderable Creature 5, an 1 


. 1 f Gods a 
2 Mee ; 


feans, p- 4105 411,412. 


APP LICATIO « 


| To reprove Inſideli ity, p. 413, To male as 
mble and thankful under Aﬀfiittions, p- 41 — 7 
o engage us to fear and dread God, p. 415. Ti 
uſt in him, and Pray to him, p. 416, 417, 418. 
c. and to uſe reverent geſtures in the Publick 


orſhip. P. 420. 
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| Pfal. CXLV. Ver. 9. 


O yield up our ſelves to the go- 
vernment and direction of - worldly 
Luſts, and impure affections, wears 

out all ſenſe and remembrance of 
od, and delivers us over to the extravagant, 
bſurd impreſſions of Infidelity and Atheiſm ; 
hereby the power and divine capacities of our 
Reaſon are evacuated, and we diſabled as to 
ln the ſublime ends and purpoſes of God's 
3Jory, and render'd highly obnoxious and ac- 
ountable to God: for if we fruſtrate the de- 
ign of God in making us Rational, the God 
hat made us will not have mercy upon us. 

Now the deſign of God in enduing us with 

eaſon is, that we may contemplate and ac- 

aovwledge the Glory and Perfections of God; 

Mich, though they be Incomprehenſible, yet 

e may perceive and know more clearly and 

iſtindly, chan any other object whatſoever, 

eeing they are more ſimple; and fill the Soul 
ind all its faculties more abundantly, than any 
5 B e 
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SB RKMDN-L-. 
thing elſe : no other object can ſatisfie all the 
Deſires and fill all the corners of the Soul off { We 
Man but this only, in which there is Happiaeſs ga 
and Perfection above all that we can Poſſe” 
and Enjoy, above all that we can Conceive or 
Deſire. And we are in no hazard of erring by 
conceiving the Divine Perfections to be grea- he 
ter than they are indeed, ſeeing they are not ſa 
ſtinted with any bounds: ſo that the Soul mays 
with the greateſt certainty, ſatisfaction and de 
_ Contemplate and Adore the ever Bleſſed 1 
God. mW: 7. To 
And by converſing much with the Wiſdom 
Goodneſs, Power and Juſtice of God in hi 
Works, we raiſe our Souls to a ſerious, con 
ſtant admiration and firm belief of them; an 
mould and form our ſpirits and diſpoſitions in 
to a conformity to them: for our Creator. c 
hath implanted in our nature ſuch a light offi 
Reaſon, that by our right uſe and improve 
ment thereof, we may through the powerful af 
ſiſtance of Gods grace attain to ſuch knowledge 
of God, as ſhall be highly rewarded by him, ac 
cording tothe Mercy and Grace of the new Co 
venant. I 
No we uſe the faculties of our Souls aright, 

when we exerciſe them about Divine Objects I 
we cannot know God neither love and imi 
tate him, nor truſt in him, if we but little think 

of him. Meditation is that to the Soul, which 
the preſence of the Object is to the Eye. Or 

it is that in reſpe& of the Soul, which a due 
and right application of the Senſes to their: 
proper Objects, is in reſpect of them. Without, 
Meditating upon the Wiſdom, Mercy and ha Inc 


SERMON I. 


yer of God in his Works and Word, we can 


ef 


#1 ave no love of God nor faith in him: 3 there- - 
ore the firſt ſtep towards our loving and imi- 
„acting God, is the employing our 3 g 


With great frequency and ſerious attentionu 

Ine Divine Perfections: After the example of t the 
falmiſt; who'when he Penned this Pſalm, hath 
een under a ſerious conſideration of the Divine 
| b ercy and goodneſs; and under a deep ſenſe 
many ſtrong obligations to love and praiſe 
god. The Lord Jehovah is Good to all; and his 
aer Mercies are over all his Works * or the bowels 
is tender compaſſion and pity are extended 1 te, 

nd viſible in all his works. 

For the explaining of the importance. of this 
ext, and confirmation of our minds in the 
nowled ge and belief of the mercy and good- 


Mculars : 

I. The obvious ſigns and indications of an 
Univerſal goodneſs, and tender care of all 
things diſceranble in the face and order of 
the World. 

II. The ſpecial goodneſs and care of God 
towards Man. | 

III. The footſteps and roſeimblakien of Divine 
goodneſs and mercy which are inprinted 
upon intelligent Beings, Angels and Men 


F Is to the firſt of theſe, the obvious ſigns and 
i ications of an Univerſal goodneſs, and ten- — 7% 
Neis 0 
God is of 
the ſame 
as extent 


r care of all things diſcernable in the appea- 
Ince and faſhion of the World. There are 
> + WW 


eſs of God; let us conſider theſe Three par- 


by the Almighty Creator. | 5 


* 


&. - | 8 ERM ON TL. 
with bis as evident ſigns, and as many great inſtances 
| Wiſdom. of incomprehenſible mercy in the Creation and 

_ Government of the World, as of infinite know- 

ledge and Wiſdom. The Wiſdom and Goodneſs MR 

of God are of the ſame extent and commenſu- 

rable to one another. Any Agent is proper- 
ly ſaid to be Wiſe fo far forth as he hath skill 
and power to do good: for to have skill to do 

* hurt and miſchief is not Wiſdom: and Good- 
= neſs, but Craft, Deceit and Wickedneſs, deſpi-W 
ſed and abhorred by all wiſe and good Beings, i 

A very weak ſorry perſon, may Fire a City in 
divers places, reduce many magnificent Buil-W 
dings into aſhes ; deſtroy a great number off 

People, and make many thouſands of Fami- 

lies miſerable in a ſhort time: A very illyf 

fooliſh Perfon many fall upon many ways to 
kill and deſtroy a Man, but it requires great 

Wiſdom and Power to make a Man, to givefi 

him Life, and to preſerve him in Being : how 

much more to make and preſerve ſuch a great 
and vaſt World, ſuch an infinite number and 
variety of Creatures? The infinite Wiſdom off 

God appears in his mercy and tender care to- 

wards all, eſpecially towards living Creatures; 

for they only being capable of joy and plea 
ſure, grief and pain, inſenſible things are diſÞ} 
poſed to ſerve their needs and uſes, with ſuch 
wonderful Care and Wiſdom, that among ſuch 
 athenfinite number and variety of them, there 
is not one, for whoſe maintenance, defencœ 
and ſatisfaction, he hath not provided abun- 
dantly. He Created the World with ſuch va- 
riety of art and contrivance, for advancing the 

Univerſal good, order and beauty of the ww 

an 
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„and benefit of each particular part, as is in- 
"1 WT finitely above the comprehenſion of Angels and 
Men. And he did in the beginning endue all 
things, with ſuch natural principles and quali- 
tics, as make them fit inſtruments and pro- 
per means of his mercy, tender care and go- 
vernment, through all generations, times and 
places. Suppoſe, if poſſible, there was a Be- 
ing of Infinite knowledge and power, but void 3 
- of all goodneſs, it would be an Almighty ; 
WT miſchief, delighting in the confuſion and diff 4 
order of things. So that the preſervation, beau - 
W ty and order of the World, are to be attri- 
buted to the tranſcendent goodneſs of God, 
which gave being to all things, and endued 
them with natural Principles, and Inſtincts tend- 
ing to good. God's Goodneſs is extended to 
all things, diffuſed through all, and worketh in : 
and by all things; and is complicated with y 
that Almighty Wiſdom, which is apparent in I 
the general Order, and particular Frame of 
Creatures; in the beautiful Harmony of the 
whole and Artificial Contrivance of each part 
of the World. We cannot open our Eyes, and ; 
look abroad, but we are encountred with abvi- The good- 1 
| ous ſigns and indications, of the Over-ruling neſs of Got * 
care and mercy of God. 1. The Heavens above, as we” | 
2. The Earth beneath, 3. The Seas and Wa- * 3 
ters under the Earth, are full of the riches of his 2. In le 
= Goodneſs, and the viſible works and effect of Seas. 3. I 
his Mercy. . the He- 


* 


= 1. We may ſee this highly exalted goodneſs, 

I which all the Hoſts of Angels, and molt elevated 
We >craphims, with unſpeakable reverence admire 

and adore; ſtooping tg as low as this Earth, 

2 3 o 


to take care of all things there, to provide for | 


SERMON TI. 


every Worm and Inſect, and every living thing, 


according to their capacities. We may obſerve * 
the better, how liberally he ſupplies all Beaſts, 


and Creeping things, upon the face of this 
Earth; becauſe its near unto us, and is the 
place of our Reſidence, A vaſt number of 
wholſome ſavory Fruits, Herbs, Grains, Pulſes, 
Seeds and Roots, is produced, conſtantly to feed 
them, and great variety of Conveniencies, an- 


ſwerable to their ſeveral Appetites, is diſperſed 1 


all about, and every where offered unto them. 
He ſendeth the Springs into the Valleys, which run 


Vi. 10,11, among the Hills. They give drink to every Beaſt of 5 _ 


12, 13, 


14, 15. 
20 


the Field : The wild Aſſes quench their thirſt. By 
them ſhall the Fowls of the Heaven have their habita- if 
tion; which ſing among the branches: He watereth 
the Hills from his Chambers: The Earth is ſatisfied 


with the Fruit of thy Works: He cauſeth Graſs to : 


Pſal. 164. 
24, 253 
26, 27; 
28. 


grow for the Cattel, and Herb for the Service of man: 


That he may bring forth Food out of the Earth and 
Wine: That maketh glad the heart of Man, and 
Oyl to make his face to ſhine and bread which ſtreng- 
theneth mans Heart, &C. = 

2. Yea this Alnughty goodneſs, deſcendeth 
below this Earth, into the unfathomable depths BW: 
of the Sea, and humbleth it ſelf to take care 
of all things living there. And doth with in- 


comprehenſible wiſdom and tenderneſs towards 


them, diſpoſe and ordet all for their preſer- 


vation and Safety. And its likely that there is pF: $ 
a greater number, and Variety of Beaſts great 


and ſmall in the ſpacious Sea, than upon this 


Earth. O Tord how manifold are thy Works, in EY, 


Wiſden haſt ion made them alls the Earth is fi „ 


* 


mm ER MON TI. 
"IF thy Riches. So is this Fer and wide Sea, 
erein are things creeping Innumerable, both ſmall 


riathan, whom thou 
„% wait all upon thee : that thou mayſt give them 
ei Meat in due ſeaſon. That thou giveſt them 
cy gather : thou openeſt thine hand, they are filled 
Wb Good. . « „ 

3. Now if we lift up our Eyes to Heaven, 
provideth alſo for the maintenance and de- 


There is a congruity and ſutableneſs be- 


7 wixt the nature of each Creature, and its Ele- 
| 2 Went or place of abode : there it finds what is 
+, Poſt agreeable to it, there it hath its defence 


om what is moſt hurtful, there it find out con- 
Weniency, to bring forth its young, and means 
Wt defending feeding and cheriſhing them. Some 
f them take great pains about their Young, 
d cheriſh them with great care and tenderneſs: 
ad different kinds of them perform this, with 
different and wonderful ſagacity and art: 
thers take leſs care of them. A very negligent 


a Wbſcrver of things, cannot miſs to he furniſhed, 

"> WF ith ſeveral Obſervations to this purpoſe. Doth Job 39. - 
o We Hawk fly by thy Wiſdom, and ſtretch her Wings 28 *. 275 
117 | 3 . | 


" 047d the South? Doth the Eagle mount up at t 

1 2d abideth on the Rock, upon the crag of the Rock, 
4 the ſtrong place. From thence ſhe ſeeketh the 
i ber Eyes. behold afar off. Her young ones 


« aveſt thou the goodly wings to the Peacocks ? or 
s and Feathers unto the Oſtrich which leaveth 
Ba ler 


4 creat Beaſts, There £0 the Ships: There is that 
aſt made to play therein. 


mand, and make her Neſt on high ? She dwelleth , 


o ſuck blood, and where the ſlain are, there is ſhe. 


Os 
D 


* 


Ince of the Fowls of the Air. He giveth unto pr, 147. 
Wc Beaſt his Food ;, and to the Young Ravens which v. 9. 
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v. 13, 14, fear; becauſe God hath deprived her of Wiſdon j 


15,16, 17, neither hath he imparted to her underſtandine 


18. That time ſhe lifteth up her ſelf on high, ſhe ſcor. Wit 


| that goodneſs, which with ſuch wiſdom and 


= 
» 


The good- But while we are looking up towards thi 
neſs of God Heavens, let us not forget thoſe great Lights 
_ ”- which Rule over the Day and over the Night 

ly re- | | : i 
turns of By whoſe means we ſee all other things. Hon 
light and comfortable and refreſhing are the Beams and 
darkneſs. Light of the riſing Sun? And upon whom dot 
| not his Light ariſe ? How uncomfortable and 

melancholy is Darkneſs, and inconvenient fond 
them who would go about Buſineſs ? but proc: 

per to ſhut up all in ſilence, and fit for ſleep and d 

repole. There are bounds ſet to Light and r! 

Darkneſs; Night and Day ſucceed one another | 

by a ſteady Law, and conſtant Order. If they : 

did not keep a conſtant fixed courſe, the Beauty 

and Order of the World would be marred; 
and all things would languiſh and decay. Were 
the orderly ſucceſſion of Night and Day inter- 
rupted and diſturbed, ſo that Night and Dark - 

' eſs might furprize us at any time; and at ſome i 

| . ; +”. _ 
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mes continue as many Months, as now it 
th Hours; and at other times but a few 
oments; there would no more be Seed time 

d Harveſt, Summer and Winter, Day and 5 
Wight. Who can tell the diſorder confuſion 
ad all the inconveniences, that would follow 

on an uncertain jumble of Night and Day. 

ath not God with great wiſdom ſet fixed 
Wounds to Light and Darkneſs, and ordained 
ee uſual orderly returns of Night and Day ! 

Na in ſo doing hath with great kindneſs and 
odneſs, provided for the fafety and welfare of 


creatures. He appointed the Moon for Seaſons 5 pfal. 104. 
„Sun knoweth his going down. Thou makeſt dark- & 19, 8 
fie and it is night: wherein all the Beaſts of the 21, 22, 23e 


| reſt do creep forth. The young Lions roar after 


cr prey, and ſeek their meat from God. The Sun 
nta erh, they gather themſelves together, and lay them 
btw in their Dens. Man goeth forth to his work 
og ⸗4 to his labour until the Evening, L 


ang This World is reple- 
oi i'd with the marvellous 
ys orks of God's Wiſdom 
ol 


r0Fiecs us which is not rare ſtitione vana trepidat; at quanto 
1 Id unuſal, a ſurpriſe with = bow — * n 
andWrknefs for half an hour, (2 di Sradus quot dies 
he mid-day, would ſet us "IO pd 
neſ a gazing and ſtrike us | : 8 
urch ech Horror and Fear, and mind us that Light ne 
dd Darkneſs are not at our command and "17 
cre Wight make us jealous and apprehenſive that * 
ere Sun would hide himſelf for ever; or that | 
ready orderly courſe which he hath hitherto 


d Mercy; but nothing 


ed, would be interrupted, and 


Sol ſpectatorem niſi cum deficit 


non habet; nemo obſervat Lunam 
niſi laborantem, tunc urbes con- 
clamant, tunc pro ſe quiſque ſuper- 


that he 
would 


* 
. 
* L 1 


& |}  $SEKNON 1 
would ſeldom or never appear, if once in 
broke off from the uſual eſtabliſhed Law of Ne 
ture. Now we could not be ſure of the con 
tinnance of the orderly courſe of Nature, ha 
we not the goodneſs and wiſdom of God, wh 
rules all things, to depend upon. We have gre 
reaſon to praiſe and thank God, for making 
his Sun to riſe every Morning, and ſet ever 
Evening ſo regularly. And we ſhould remem 
ber this comes to paſs not by our Wiſdonlfi 
and Power; but by his Almighty Wiſdon 
| whoſe Goodneſs hath contrived all things 
for the benefit of his Creatures. How manif 
fold are the Miraculous Works of God diſper 
fed far and near through this vaſt and wide 
World; every where to be ſeen and obſerved 
The Heavens declare the glory of God : and the firm 
Plal.19.1, ment ſheweth his handy work. Day unto day utterei 
4 3» +» 5» ſpeech, and night unto night ſhewethknowledge. Ther: 
is no ſpeech nor language, where their Voice is nit 
heard. Their ſound is gone out through all the earth 
and their words unto the ends of the World + In the 
| hath he ſet a Tabernacle for the Sun, which is as 
Bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoycei 
as a ſtrong man to run a race. His going forth i 
from the end of Heaven, and his circuit unto the 
ends of it: And there is nothing hid from the hea 
thereof. 5 Wo 
While we are viewing. the Heavens, we are 
encountred with the. wonderful works of di 
Sz. vine mercy by the Clouds; which are tur 
ned about by his counſel, that they may dn 
whatſoever he commands them. Whereas the 
Earth would become hard as Iron, and all the 
Fruits thereof wither and decay; and all Fre 
e | Iving 


* 


8 ER MON I. 
Wins on it languiſh and die, unleſs it were 
oY ered with Rain; he ſoftneth the Earth with 

"WH wers to cauſe the bud of the tender Herb 
= Spring forth: He deſtilleth the drops of Dew 


e and comelineſs to make it rejoice, and all things 
ing to revive and ſin g. 
ts very hard for us to attain to a due ſenſe 
belief of the over-ruling Providence and 
adneſs of God; we are apt through our Va- 
y or Ignorance to imagine that God takes 
Nee of the general order and good of the 
orld, and conſiders and intends the good of 
ticular Beings, as they are parts of the Uni- 
ſe; and ſo far only as is neceſſary for the 
eſervation of the whole: which in fo great a 
ſorld, and vaſt number of things may conſiſt 
th the negle& of Particulars, yea and of ma- 
kinds of Beings ; whoſe Prefervation or 
ſtruction could have no confiderable influ- 
ce upon the Preſervation and order of the 
orld. Put this caſe no particular Being could 
reckoned under the protection of the Divine 


* 


ght belong to it as a part ;. Wherefore any 
the World, its ſhare of the Divine goodneſs 


ad have reaſon to truſt in God, or to give 
8 thanks for any Mercy and Benefit as an in- 
Ince of his particular care and good Provi- 


in Dodtrine of the Holy Scriptures, the ob- 
rrations and concluſions of reaſon. Fo 
ET" RR RI” or 


2 


odneſs, farther than Gods care of the whole 
e Creature being but an Inconſiderable part 


duld be as Inconſiderable. And no Man 


Ince towards him. This is contrary to the 


_ ki: from the Clouds, to ſatisfie the Rechen pa a: 
und, to cover the face of the Earth with ver- v. xo, 8 
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neral concern, having an influence upon i 


cern, relating to the good. and preſervation 


Eſtabliſhed: for the Propagation of the ſever 
theſe Laus and Ways of Nature, which (i 


Living Creature. It is evident that God 


to thoſe Laws and methods of Nature, whit 


4 


S ERMON I 
- For let it be conſidered that Gill 


The goodneſs of God is in making the World, did contri. 
extended to all things the Nature of each particular Cre 
but with 4 more parti- 5 
. of Beings, and manifold uſes he a 
thing lingly than Men ſigned it for. And he preſerves all 
ea imagine or thinkof. governs the World in maintainif 


the nature of each Creature, in ti 
roduction of theſe operations and effed 
it tendeth to. Whether theſe be of a 


good and benefit of the whole World; as t P 
Light of the Sun, or of a leſs general cf 


ſome kinds of Beings; as the Laws of Nati 


kinds of Creatures, or of a private conceriif 
being uſeful for the good and preſervatihW; 
of Individuals, or of one Creature only; 


may be ſuppoſed) nouriſh and maintain ui ? 
Body of the Sun in its Vigour; or thoſe wii 
nouriſh and preſerve any particular Plant 


Wiſdom and Goodnets are extended not on 


carry on and procure the good and bend 
of the ſeveral kinds of Creatures; but to tho 
alſo which concern the good of each Creatul 
ſeparaetly. The Wiſdom and Goodneſs of "Gli 
appear firſt and chiefly, in his tender care il 
ward particular Beings, providing what is ul 
ceſſary for, or belongs to the conſtitution al 
happineſs of their Nature; and then he mak 
uſe of particular Creatures in their reſpe4il 

bY. rail 


rs and orders of Beings, for the benefit of 

2 UW another, the preſervation and order of the 
ie. JV 

ragt is evident that the frame, care and go- 

ment of particular Creatures are the im- 

S aiate ſource and cauſe of the order, beauty 

ug preſervation of the World. And the good 

preſervation of the whole, and of the 

fel ticular parts are inſeparably Inter woven 

complicated together. And the Wiſdom, ; 

ner and Goodneſs of God, are every whit | 

5 BWcomprehenſive and extenſive, and as parti- 

ar in preſerving and governing the World, 

N in making it. cn i 

at And is not the Wiſdom of Gd 

VS hly magnified in directing parti- The Wiſdom and Good- 

cer: agents, productions and ope- ve f God no leſs wan. 

rat: ons of Nature, to various divers 47 for the ferne 

ens and ends, ſome of a gene- f each Creature and 

h others of a private concern and of every the leaſt thing 

n belonging io it, than for 


Wility. As for inſtance, the face 
Man is ſuch as diſtinguiſheth him 


nt m all other Creatures, thoſe of ſuch a great aud vaſt 


1 


> one Sex, from thoſe of the o- 


er; but yet there is ſomething 
uliar in the face of each Man, whereby 

may be eaſily known from all other Men. 
dw in forming ſuch. a Beautiful and Won 
a0 fl compoſure as is the face of Man, and 
CO creat a number of them as be Men and . © 
e omen in the World, preſerving that reſem- 


tlie preſervation | of o 


many things 45 1 | 


Mord. 


— 
- £ 
of * 
n 
. * 


% 


is 10 Ice and agreement whereby all may be 
nan to be Men, and that variety and di- 


ſity whereby Men may be known from 
omen; and one Man from all other Men; 


Wh": 
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4 conſiſt s in this, that ſome of the coats, humors or other parts is bro 
into @ ſtate differing from that, whereunto nature bad deſigned it, ui 
 whereinto ſhe had put it, &c. I ſhall bere take notice of one obſervatin 


Phut bis Eyes, and ſo leap blindly, and by conſequence dangerouſly: 5 
© by leaving them open, muſt run 4 venture, to bave the cornea au 


SERMON TE : 
is it not abſolutely neceſſary that every part bi 
formed with à particular direction, and ever 
ſtroke finiſh'd with a ſpecial and peculiar inten 
tion, this is a very familiar inſtance ; but then 

See Boyle's Diſquiſitions about the final cauſes of Natural thing 
parts that concur to make up the Eye are very numerous: Tet h 
little any of them could have been ſpared or altered, unleſs for i 


worſe, may appear by that great number of Diſeaſes that have . beef 
obſerved in that 22 part of the Body : ſince each of thoſe Diſeaſl 


or two, that do not concur. inthe diſſecti of an buman Eye: and thei 
fore are not want to be mentioned by Anatomiſts. I have obſerved i 
Frogs, that beſides thoſe parts of the Eye, which they bave in common will 

Men, Dogs, Cats and moſt part of other Animals; they have a peculin 
wherber Membrane, or Cartilage, or both, which ordinarily is not pe 
ceived ; wherewith they can at pleaſure, cover the Eye, without too mui 
bindring the fight ; betauſe this membrane is as well Tranſparent 
Strong, ſo that it may paſs for a kind of Movable Cornea, a kind 

falſe Scabbard to the Eye. In furniſhing Frogs with this ſtrong Men 
brane, ibe Providence of Nature ſeems to be Conſpicuous: for they H 
ing amphibious Animals, deſign d to paſs their lives in watry places, whit 


For the moſt part abound with Sedges and other Plants, endowed will 
ſharp edges or points; and the progreſſive motion of this Animal, ih 
ing to be made not 2 walking, but by leaping, if his eyes were nl 


provided of ſuch a ſheath, as ] bave been mentioning, he muft eith 


prickt or otherwiſe off ended: h the edges or paints of the Plants, . 
what may fall from them upan the Annals Eye. Whereas this men 
brane is like a kind of Spectacle, that covers the Eye without taking 
may the Sight, And as ſoon as the need of imploying it, is paſt i 
Animal at pleaſure withdraws it, into 4 little Cell, where it reſts ow 
of the way, till there be occaſion to uſe it again. Thus you may ſee in d 
if you apply the point of .4 Pin, or any ſharp thing to the Eye of a Frog fl 
whilſt you hold his bead ſteady, to ſcreen bis ? e, he will preſeni"l 


. 
1 x - 
1 


4 


cover it, at leaſt the greateſt part of it, with that membrane, wii 
when the danger is over, be will again withdraw. And becauſe the 
moſt ſort of Birds, are wont to fly among, Branches and Buſhes, apt 1088 
burt their Eye; nature bath provided them a borny membrane, Vu 
He adds another obſervation concerning the Eyes of Flies, Oc, Ste 
Edwards Demonſtration of the Being of God from the ſtrufture ff 
tbe Porld. all 
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many curious obſervations to this purpoſe, a- 
t the excellent contrivance in the parts of 


=yY ted, to their proper uſes. As particularly 
„ee ia Humane Bodies, upon confideration of 
ich Galen himſelf tho? no great Friend to 
„ligion, 1 not but acknowledge a Deity in 
88 book de Formatione Fetus, he takes notice 
ent there are in a Humane Body, above 600 


eral Muſcles ; and there are at leaſt Ten 
eral Intentions, or due Qualifications to be 
ber erved in each of theſe ; proper Figure, juſt 
&eaicude, right Diſpoſition of its ſeveralends 
ni per and lower, Poſition of the whole, the In- 
tion of its proper Nerves, Veins, and Ar- 
ies, which are each of them to be duly pla- 
: ſo that about the Muſcles alone, no leſs 


W attended to.. The Bones are reckoned to be 
o Hundred andEighty four, the diſtinct ſcopes 
wil intentions of each of theſe are above Forty; 
I, all about 100000. And thus it is in pro- 


1s, oF; which do in regard of the great variety 
men multitude of theſe ſeveral intentions, requi- 
do chem, very much exceed the Homoge- 
ft dus Parts. And. the failing in any one of 


ts ou 3 
:e in ſe, would cauſe an Irregularity in the Body: 
Erg nany of them, ſuch as would be very no- 


en 0us. And thus it is in proportion with all 


525 vi = . 

Mr eine, chat all theſe things according to their 
„ 08 <ral Kinds, could be brought into this regu- 
Co Seb . ; 


lar 


ure of 
ale 


bodies che being o commodiouſly.a-, 


dn ſix Thouſand ſeveral ends or aims, are to 


e tion with all the other parts, the Skin, Li- 
rents, Veſſels, Glandules, Humours: but more 
- ecially with the ſeveral Members of the Bo- 


er kinds of Beings, Minerals, &c. Now to i- 
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lar form and order, to which, ſuch an infinite 

number of intentions are required; without te 
contrivance of ſome wiſe Agent; muſt needs H 
irrational in the higheſt degree. 

Such Obſervations prove, that there is a parc 

ticular intention a ſpecial care and wiſe dire 

Ciion exerted in the Formation of all the part + 

of each Creature, in all productions and ope ; 

rations of Nature; which the wit of Man id 

not able to trace and ſearch out. Yea tn 

= | 8 more that one inquire e. 

« . Tt appears from obſervations made into the works of Non 

by the Muroſcope, that there is 4 ture, he finds the moi i 


great difference , betwixt Natural _ e 
and Artificial things: whatever is occaſions of admiring tha hi. 


Natural doth by that, appear ador- Wiſdom and Goodneſſhr. 
ned with all imaginable Elegance and which direct and GoveniWhir 


Beauty. There are ſuch inimitable Nature, as unſearchahi <0 
_ Guildings and Embroideries, in the ? dd 


4 . % and above the comp e 

ſmalleſt ſeeds of Plants; but eſpeci- e ee a: a5i.9 
ally in 40 parts of Animals, in the henſion Ol finite kno: = 
Head or Eye of a ſmall Fly, &c, ledge. So that we mußt 
Whereas the moſl curious works of acknowled ge that thilio 
Arr, the ee do's Wiſdom which made af 
appear as à rough blunt bar of Iron, _ | 3 
* coming ' from the Furnace of the CE all, does wi 2 al 
Forge. The moſt accurate Engravings Particular intention A e 
or Emboſſments ſeem ſuch rude bung- cial and wiſe directioca 
ling, as if they had been don? with frame and faſhion eve! ig 
4 Mattock or a Trowel. S vaſt a part, and finiſh evef d 

5 


difference is there, het wixt the kill of Jo | ; 
Nature and the rudeneſs and imperfe- ſtroke ineach productio din 


Gion of Art. Wilkins of tbe princi- and operation of Nature | 
ples of Natural Religion, chap. 6. or we muſt confeſs th. 
. that Wiſdom andGoodna | 

by a general care and direction, does frame, gore 


and direct all particular Creatures, more ml 
nutely and preciſely than any finiteWiſdom cal 
thould it apply it ſelf with the utmoſt no 43 
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ion, and attention it is capable 


ery part and organ ſeparatly, to finiſh every 
il oke and lineament, and to direct every par- 


tention -- 4: DET ))) 
To attribute à general knowledge and care 
God, in that ſenſe we are uſed to take it 
is very unworthy of him. The weakneſs 
Wd ignorance of our mind, neceſſitate us to 
Nynſider more objects under a general abſtract 
ew: but the more general and abſtract, the 


q 


ore confuſed and indiſtinct. And we ſhould 
Wt injurious to ſome of our fellow Creatures of 
Whizhecr order, in aſcribing unto them, ſuch Ig- 
Worance and Weakneſs as this way of knowit 
Wings do's imply. But if by a general knowledge 
d care, be meant ſuch as takes notice and in- 
Wction- of ſome particular object, and of eve- 
thing belonging to it exactly and perfectiy z 
Wt is not confined to that thing only; but 
Wows and looks after a numberleſs Multitude 
other things, as fully and perfectly. In this 
Enſe the Knowledge and Goodneſs of God; 
e General and extended to all things in 
eaven and Earth. For as the Sun defuſes his 
ight and Heat through the half of this World; 
d Enlightens and Cheriſhes a vaſt number of 
tio dings: yet each of them feels its heat as much, 
cure if it were imparted to it alone. Even ſo the 
ed Jehovzh is good to all; and the bowels 
dne bis tender Pity and Compaſſions are extend- 
oven do all things Viſible and Inviſible ; but yet 
mch Creature ſhares as much of his loving 


» - 


can odneſs and tender care; as if it were the on- 


Ain 2 


of, to form i 


ular action with a peculiar conſideration 5 d | | 


eco object of his Providence. It's wonderful con- 
Y f deſcenſion 


* 


derful in all his Works, he humbles himſelf i 
take care of the loweſt, as well as of the higheſt. 
man, He knows thy down ſitting and thy upriſing 
and underſtands all the Thoughts of thy Heat 
afar of; her is acquainted with all thy way 
Thou utters not one Word with thy Tonga 
but be knows it altogether : For his hand ha 
made and faſhioned thee behind and before 
and moulded thee round about, as the .hand a 
the Potter mouldeth clay: doth not he kno 
what he hath made? he knows thy Heart an 
all thy ways, much better than thou do's. Hl 
that made the Eye, does not he fee? He than 
made the Ear, does not he hear? He that giv 
Knowledge unto thee, does not he know if 
thy Thoughts? His Knowledge encompal 
and comprehends all his Work, from the bes 
ning unto the end thereof, all his Creature 
their minuteſt Actions and Motions, with 1 
their Circumftances. And he Governs all will 
incomprehenſible Wiſdom and Goodneſs. Sul 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs are too wonderful i 
us; and high above our reach and comprehen 
on. Can we meafure the height of Heaven? 
can our Knowledge encompaſs and comprehei 
the vaſt expanſe, of thoſe glorious Regions th 
are ſtretched out over our head, and the inf 
ences and motions of thoſe glorious Lumina 
ries, the Sun, Moon and Stars; or of the Cloud 
Fire, Hail, Snow, Vapours and ſtormy Winch 
and all the wondrous works that are done 
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n there? or can we meaſure the depth of 
e Sea, and trace out all the ways and paths of 
RE Wiſdom there? who is able to declare all 
WW Greatneſs? or to praiſe him according to 
= Goodneſs ? let one Generation. praiſe him | 
W another, and declare his mighty Acts: Let 
ery Man ſpeak of the glorious honor of his .4 
ajeſty, and of his wondrous Works. Let us 2 
Wk of his power and great glory: and rejoyce pg 26 3 
= his Mercy. For the Lord Fehovah is a great 6 Woh i "i 
=, and a great King above all Gods, righteous 3. 
all bis Ways, and holy in all his Works. © © 
I ſhall make a twofold Application of this 
ſcourſe. 1. To check the Unthankfulneſs 
d Irreligion of ſome Men. 2. To exhort all 
mMeditate much upon the Goodneſs of God. 
Sr. To check the unthankfulneſs and Irrelis - . 
n of Men. It's a ſtrange ſtupidity and blind. 
—_: which poſſeſſes the hearts of ſome, who 
no ways moved or affected with the won 
us works of God. They may ſpeak of his 
. | nour in the Language of this Church, and 
nh their Lips acknowledge him to be THñHe 
 wiather of all Mercies; thank him for his Good- 
cs and Loving kindneſs to all Men: Bleſs 
Wim for their Creation and Pfeſervation, and. 
the Bleſſings of this Life. But this flows 
from hearts which have a due Senſe of the 
ing kindneſs of God, nor from minds filled 
h the admiration of his Wiſdom, and tender 
paſſions viſible in all his Works. No they 
min fun into a profound Ignorance of God, and 
loud he manifold Obligations they are under to 
e and Praiſe him; and plunged into ſuch 
rutal ſtupidity, that they are not ſo much 
—_—. G 2 | affected 
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__ affected with the tender Mercy and Care offi 
1 God towards them, as Beaſts are with the 
I. x. Care of their Maſters and Owners. Hear Of 
2, 3. Heavens, and give Ear O Earth: For the Lodi 
5 bath Spoken, I have nouriſhed and brought ul 
| Children, and they have Rebelled aff 
|  Officia etiam feræ gainst me. The Ox knoweth his On 
ſentiunt. > 2 ner, and the Aſs his Maſters Gi 
i dey 12 Pf non cu. But Iſrael doth not know, my Pei 
ra mitiget, & in amo- dior h not conſider. Many ſee nothing 

rem ſui vertat. Le- in this World repleniſhed with th 
onum ora a magiſtris marvellous Works of God, to pri 
. . voke their admiration of his W 
. Aj [* dcm and Goodneſs, nothing thi 
| excites them to Love and Pra 
Hyun af. him, to whom © All Angels cry aloud, the He 
rerzbefirſt © yens and all the Powers therein. Why hei 
| * © is a ſtrange thing ! that ſome Men can 
13 a | | 
Prayer. © perceive nor acknowledge the Glory of Gf 
in his Works; yet Cherubim and Seraph 
© continually do cry, Holy, holy, holy Lord Golf 
of Sabboth; Heaven and Earth are full of t 
© Majeſty of thy Glory, &. 7 49 
The neglect of the publick Worſhip of G0 
and too common Profanation of the Lord 
day, is an evident proof of the brutal Ip 
rance and unthankfulnefs of Men. Seeing 
mighty God hath ordained that One day 

Seven be kept Holy, for a thankful remel 
brance of the Creation of the World in WW 

days; they who obey not this Law, would 
boliſh the Memorial of that great Work. A 
raſe out of their own minds, all. ſenſe an. 
knowledge of the Wiſdom, Goodnefs andi 
wer of God in the Creation and Govern 
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8E RMOHN I. bl 
of the World. There is good reaſon, that a 1 
e ork ſo great and publick, a Goodneſs ſo 
- 0&nmon and viſible, be ever publickly remem- 
ord 4 ed and acknowledged. And they who neg- 

t to do ſo, counteract the deſign of God, 

d deſpiſe his Authority, who Sanctified One 

y of Seven, and plainly and peremptorly re- 
ires and commands Men to keep it Holy; 
W preſerve and increaſe in the minds of Men, 
ine knowledge and faith of his Wiidom and 

odneſs. And by that means, Fo diſpoſe 

em to join with the Four and Twenty El- 
rs that are round about the Throne of God, 
Wacknowledging, That God our Lord is worthy, © 
ray receive Glory and Honour and Power, for he Revel. 4. 
Created all things; and for his pleaſure they 
me „ and were Created. I proceed 3 
nn. To exhort all, to meditate much and ſe- 
Wuſly upon the Goodneſs of God in his | 
orks; in order to deliver them from hard- & 
of heart, and a brutal Ignorance of God. Sen. r- 
We frequent contemplation of his goodneſs, Pit. 108. _ 
reaſes our knowledge and love of God, en- Wo plus 
ges our heart, and opens our mouth to ſhew nimssẽ 
ora th his Praiſe. And inſpires us, through hoc ſe ma- 
ol and hope, with diligence and ſincere re- Sis laxat. 

lutions, to ſerve and obey God. And brings 
ay under fuch a ſenſe of his Loving kindneſs, 
ny news it elf, in our delight in the publick 
orſhip of God : in our joy, to {ge him, 
id our Soul loves, publickly honoured. To 
ditate much upon the Wiſdom and Good- 
r of God in his Works, is moſt proper 
nd MC <ficctual, to excite and awaken Men to 


* 


votion, to enliven their Souls, and to poſ- 
FEM O 3 | leſs 
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s ERMON I. 
ſeſs their minds, with great fear and reve 
rence to God: and to inſpire them, with ſuch 
confidence in his great mercy and goodneſs tl 
all, and every Man; as may engage them to 
animate and ſtir up one another, to trul 

In him, and to reckon upon their Salvation 
and Happineſs, through his Mercy and Grace 
as infallibly certain and ſure - and to call up 
on one another, ſaying, O come let us Sing uni 
the Lord : let us heartily rejoyce in the ſtrengi 
of our Salvation. Let us come before his pr 
ſence with Thankſgiving, and Shew our ſehꝗ 

glad in him with Pſalms. Finally the ſeriou 
conſideration of the Divine mercy, rubs- lf 
peeviſhneſs and narrowneſs off our minds bl 
degrees: and delivers us from Anxiety ani 
car king cares: gives us great confidence ino 
and all ſecurity in his Almighty provide 
and mercy. And breeds in us a deteſtatiol 
of all cruelty and rudeneſs; and ennobles avi 

_ elevates our Soul with mildneſs, generoſi 

{ peace, and with an Univerſal goodneſs a 
prov. 12. tender love to all Men. A: righteous Man off 
10. gardeth the life of his Beaſt ;, but the tender 
= cies of the Wicked are cruel, 1 40 
But ſome flight glances at the goodneſs if 
God ; or a negligent hearing or reading 
the Meditations of others, upon that ſubjed 
will not produce ſo great effects: nor wo 
fuch a vonderful change upon our mind. TW 
ſeaſon and endue our wicked heart, with tl 
knowledge and love of the goodneſs of God 
is a great and difficult Work. And we ſhoul 
not imagine, that it can be eaſily accom 
pliſhed : but will coſt us much pains 2 d 
* 5 I . n ligen 0 
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pence. We find it very hard and dicult, 
fix our hearts and thoughts upon the good- 
bs of God ; -or any of theſe things, Which 
e high in Heaven, and agreeable to the will 

d nature of the Eternal inyiſible God. But 
e muſt meditate much and ſeriouſly upon 
e goodneſs of God, that our Soul may be 
anged and renewed after the Image of it. 
the practice of good Men in all ages, our 
ity, and intereſt, the happineſs and per- 
tion of our nature, oblige ** call upon us, 
> conſider and obſerve goodneſs of the 


ord Jehovah, and the bowels of his tender 
ty and compaſſion viſible in all his Works. 


he works of the Lord are great, foug ht out of all "_ 111. 95 
em that have pleafure therein. | 
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The Lord is Good to all, and his tend 
Miercies are over all his Works, - | 


IL living Creatures, hate and fly fron 
things that are Hurtful, and procuſ 
their Pain and Deſtruction; but low 

and purſue thoſe things which al 
Beneficial and Uſeful, for their Preſervatid 
and Satisfaction. The love of hurtful thing 
is as contrary to the violent inſtincts, and mol 
vigorous. active principles of their Nature, 8 
the Pain or Deſtruction occaſion'd by "then 
is to their Preſervation and Safety. So thai 
the alwiſe Creator hath provided for the haf 
pineſs and ſafety of his Creatures, in the frant 
and contrivance of their Nature. The moi 
weak and meaneſt Creature that God hath mad 
has no reaſon to complain, for its being toi 
gotten or deſpiſed by him. He is of greal 
Power the moſt High and moſt Might 
Lord; but yet he diſdains not to take care of 
all and each thing that he hath made; to Prof 
vide for them according to their reſpeanl 
Conditions and Capacities. To ſay mn 
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8 E R M 0 N 8 U. | 
made any Creature to be Miſerable, i Sa 
nous Injuſtice and moſt offenſive Treaſon, 


ing Jehovah : contradicted by the harmoni- 


Irene 


m in Blaſpheming their Maker, and in endea- 
uring to procure the Miſery and Diſgrace of 
Creatures: their Miſery and Folly flow: 
Wm the Corruption and Diſorder of their 
ture; and is the Puniſhment of their wil- 
trol Diſobedience. For God having implanted 
5e o the Nature of Angels and Men, a princi- 
0 of Knowledge and Wiſdom, whereby they 


NA 


atul or power to Love on Hate, Chuſe or Re- 
inge, at their own Pleaſure: hath made them 


& rds and Maſters of their own Actions, 


their Behaviour toward God and their fel 


quences of their Actions and Manners; ſo 
as they concern their own Happineſs and 


he 1 7 Creatures : and of all the effects ànd con- 


| 4 Winſt the Mercy and Majeſty of the Exer- 
Voice of Nature, and the loud Praiſes and 
clamations of each Creature, declaring and 
dclaiming the tender care and goodneſs of 


\s to the Devils aud thoſe Who Joyn with 


guide and direct themſelves; and a liber- 


rau iſery. And many of them have pulled down 


mol ſpeakable Miſeries upon themfelves : where- 
gad others have attained to immortal Glory 
nd everlaſting Happiness. 

drei lt cannot be denied, but that Men as well 
other Creatures, are neceſſarily determined 
red the principles of their Nature, to love and 
pro 1 irſue thoſe things which are uſeful and bene- 
ir tial to them ; to hate and fly from hurtful 


God dings; no man can embrace Error but under 
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i $ZAMON- 4M 
tie "appearance of Truth; nor chuſe Miſe 
but upon his miſtaking it for his happineſs Wiſe! 
fo that God hath provided for our happinde 
in the frame and conſtitution of our Nature, 
It is true no Creature is infallible by 
ture; for perfect Knowledge and Wiſdom, of 
abſolute Infallibility is an imcommunicai 
Perfection of God. All are Fallible by Natuſ 
and ſome more Fallible than others but Gol 
deals very Mercifully and Righteouſly by Wn 
Creatures; to whom he gives much, of them 
requires the more : and 3, urn nothing of al 
but what he gave them ſtrength and po- 
to perform, and tends, to promote the hal" 
pineſs of their Nature as well as his g 
"We may obſerve and find from our ſad ei 
. that the humane Nature is grie voi 
Jy corrupted, eſtranged from God, and undi 
the power and dominion of Sin; chuſing e 
under the appearance of good, and miſery uM 
ſtead of happineſs. The Scriptures and ti 
only give us an account of the cauſe and a 
Zinal of this corruption. 
But after all one would think, that the 
was not need of much wiſdom and diligend 
to perſwade men to love God, who is ſo me! 1 
ciful and good to all: for as we hate and f 
from any thing, that do's or intends us 
miſchief, according to the greatneſs of the hf 
and miſchief wherewith it afflicts and annoys vl. 
even ſo we love them moſt who do us moſt go 
and are moſt kind: Now God is the Auth 
of our Being, the giver of life and all good 
we ought therefore to love God with a | 


"SERMON It 
Wrt, with all our Soul, and with all our 
W-::2th ; and this is all God requires of us; 
ss it not a reaſonable, juſt and kind exacti- 
and commandment of God, that we follow _ 
natural tendencies and inclinations of our *- 
aſon, in order to advance our Perfection and 7 
Opineſs ; and that we abſtain from all theſe 

Wngs which diſgrace and diſorder our Nature, 
render us Miſerable  _ 

Not the wickedneſs of Men, their unrighte- 
WW1cſs to one another, their inſolent contempt 
the Laws and Authority of, God, the in- 

WE nities and affronts they put upon him, make 
ident that they do not believe nor acknow- : 
ge, the power and dominion which God hath 
r them, nor conſider his goodneſs and ten- 
care toward them. The Lord is loving to 


nd man, and his mercy 1s over all his works. "IJ 
ed hath furniſhed man with excellent Natu- N 
ly 0 | * 


= Endowments, with many choice divine Ca- 
Mc ities, Privileges and Pre-eminencies above 
inferiour Creatures - and hath laid Natu- 
| Obligations upon us, to live up to the 9 
ignity and perfection of our Nature, by fol- _— 
wing the rules and directions of a moſt per- 5 
& divine Law legible in our Hearts; 
aking the obedience of that Law, the way 
ito, and the means of the Happineſs and Per- 4 
ion of our Nature; and the neglect and .. ® 
ſobedience of it, a natural cauſe of our Mie: 
and Corruption. 4 CO WEN 
Tue ſecond particular I propog'd to be ſpo- _— 
n to from this text was, the ſpecial good. _ 
W's of God to Mankind. And this will ap- 2 
Kar if we conſider theſe three things. | *.. 


SERMON. II. 


KI That God hath endued Man with an en 
5 90 cellent Nature. 

II. That he hath provided plentifully for | 
= Comfort and Preſervation. - - ' 
= I. If we conſider the forbearance and log 

. ſuffering of God toward Man. | 


In f caking to the firſt of theſe, the. 500 1 
wh K 3 God in enduing us with ſuch an exo 
lent Nature, I ſhall conſider, 1. The noble ei 
1 dovments and excellency, of the Soul of Mail 
3 2. The curious ſtructure of his Body and ti 
uſeful wiſe contrivance of its Parts. 
X 1. In the handling of the excellency of tif 
Soul of Man, I ſhall obſerve this method; 1 ll 
ſhew Firſt, that God hath implanted in o. 
minds excellent . Divine Notions, and a con "rk 
prehenſive Knowledge. 
2 2. That our Natural Senſe and Notia i 
are the ſeeds of Holineſs and RighteouſnciMi 
| which have a Natural tendency to grow iſ 
to ſich ſtrength and perfection, as render i 
truly Happy and our Nature worthy of gre 
Honour. 
3. I ſhall ſhew how 8 unruly Luſts of iht 
Fleſh, which have got head of our Reaſon 
* are apt upon all occaſions to rebel againl 
ſtifle and pervert the natural Notions oli 
Wy men and plunge them into great Miſerj 
whence our Nature in them is very mean ani 
contemptible. So that we are under a nM 
tural obligation to reſift our Luſts and io, Any "0 
. our Reaſon. 0 


8 0 . 
0 18. 
155 
C 3 


1 


s E RMO N H. 


ity and perfection of our Nature, that the 
ii Luſts of the Fleſh which over- power 
pervert our Reaſon, and render us very 
and degenerate. Creatures, unleſs we be 
engthned and mightily aſſiſted by Superna- 
al Grace; ſeem, to be the voice and tenden- 
of our Nature, if it be left to it ſelf. 1 
Wl take off this exception, and ſhew, that 
= power of theſe Luſts, flows from the cor- 
tion and diſorder of our Nature. 
. 1 ſhall ſhew, that the corruption of our 
ture and the conſequents of it, are no 
Wputation upon the goodneſs of God: ſee- 
they are of our ſelves, and God hath provi- 
—_— ſufficient remedies againſt them. | 
=. Man hath a comprehenſive Knowledge, 
excellent divine Notions, originally inſpir'd 
his Creator. For he is endued, with a na- 
al Knowledge of God, his Almighty Pow- 
nech Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Righteouſncls : 


pendance upon him; of an eſſential difference 
tween Good and Evil ; and of the merits and 
ſerts of both reſpectively with a ſence of 
Almighty over-ruling Providence, and in- 
ible Juſtice, which takes care and inſpection 
all human affairs; and with the expectati- 
B of Rewards and Puniſhments in a future 
ee. e 
appears that theſe Notions belong to the 
r and ſence of our Rational Nature; from 
Wc natural Fears and Hopes, which make us 


another 


WW Whereas it may be objected againſt the 4 


iy th a ſenſe of our ſubjection to him, and 


able of the Rewards and Puniſhments of 


S *' *+ SER CONZ7E if 

another Life, even in this. For our Conſcien 

* not only approves our good Actions, but a 

| begets a Confidence and Delight in them: 
uo not only condemns our evil Actions, but all 
=. . conſtantly accuſes us, and breeds terrors a 

= dreadful expectations in us, and that as to the 

5 Actions which none of this World knows 

allnd conſequently without all regard to 

1 thing to be ſuffered or enjoyed in this Li 

> So that Conſcience is an obſerver of our AM 

ons, bound over to give teſtimony for, or again 

As, before ſome Judge; who will call us to 

Rom. 2. count in another World: For when the Gem 

1% 13* which have not the Law, do by Nature the thi 

- _ Contained in the Law, theſe having not the I. 

are a Law unto themſelves : Which ſhew the m 

of the Law written in their Hearts, their Conſcin 

alfo bearing witneſs, and their Thoughts the mi 

while accuſing, or elſe excuſing one another. God half 

* ſet up Conſcience in every Man's breaſt, to mii 

aim that he is an Inferiour Creature, account 

ble to the Soveraign Lord and Ruler of f 

World, therefore he ſhould not make his on 

Will, the Rule of his Actions, but ought il 

- ſubmit to the Will, and obey the Law of Gal 

AF Conſcience often, warns Men of the danger ( 

5 Sin, pulls them back from the commiſſion of i 

EF: and fills their mind with terrors, after ti 

commiſſion of it. In like manner, it excit4 

Men to good, and puſhes them forward, ll 

the exerciſe of it, by the hope of, and con 

dence, in an Almighty protection; which il 

; joyces our hearts, and fills our minds wi 
peace and. joyful expectations. Now this ligil 

of Conſcience inclades theſe Four things. 
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A Fenſe of our fubjection to Almighty 
. and of his Soveraign dominion and Au- 
ity over us. Seeing if we were by Nature, 


pendent unaccountable Beings, it would 
contradiction for our Nature, to be endu- 
ith ſuch fears and hopes: and its as much 


'S ontradiction for the Nature of a dependent 


 aWuntable Creature, to be void. of ſuch ex- 
Wations of puniſhments and rewards. 

This light of Confcience,includes the know- 
Wc of an eſſentiab difference between Good 
Evil, and of their merits and deſerts re- 
tively : for ſeeing when we do, Good, 
feel ſpringing up in our minds, an appro- 
Won of, and delight in our Selves ; 
chearful expectations; and upon doing E- 
we are affected with a ſenſe of guilt and 


mie, and a fear of future Puniſhments: We 
h reſolve, that our Reaſon hath taught us, to 
mg nguiſn between Good and Evil, what is 
un onable and what is Unreaſonable, and ſug- 
fi unto us what Reward and Iſſue we may 
e, to the one or the other. And ſeeing 
it ire not rewarded according to our deſerts 
Gol is World, our Natural ſence: and expectati- 
2r which cannot be deceived, carry us into 
of 8 proſpect of another World, wherein what 


eft undone here, will be fully and finally 
cite pleated. Every man's Conſcience” would. 
rm, if he would liſteh and not ſtifle its 
on eſtions, that he ſhall be Rewarded accord- 
ons deſerts; and that this is ſo infallibly 
wü in, that if it be not exactly done, in this 
ld, then there ſhall be another World 
ſtate after this; in which it will be done. 
| | 3. The 
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3. The ſenſe of Conſcience, and the nat 
reflections of our Minds, upon our aQions, 
clude the knowledge of Divine provide 
of an over-ruling inviſible Juſtice, which 

notice of all humane affairs: For if God | 
not concern himſelf, in the government oft 
World, nor meddle with humane affairs; f 
would be no reaſon to fear future Puniſhme 
nor to hope for future Rewards, as the 
deſerts of Evil and Good reſpectively. 
though God thinks fit, to delay. the, Puy 
ment of bad Men till the next World; 
guilty Conſcience never thinks it ſelf ſafe'h 
ſo ſenſible are Men of Gods concerning hi 
ſelf in the Government of the World. 

4. This light of Conſcience, includes 
knowledge of the Wiſdom,” Power, Holj 
and Righteouſneſs of God: It implies, thi 
knows the Evil and the Good, which Ma 
that none of this World knows of. '1 
he hates Evil, and loves Good, and wil 
ward Men accordingly. That no powell 
craft, is able to deliver or ſhelter Men 
his Vengeance. That his mercy. and good 
in rewarding and protecting good Men, att! 
and unchangable. Moreover his ſparing Men, 
not inflicting ſpeedily the Pumiſhments, i 
their Conſcience tells them they deſerve; 
proof of his forbearance and long ſuffering} 
that he delights not in the Miſeries of his 0 
tures; but is more ready to ſhew Mercy,l 
a tender hearted Father, who is very lol 
beat his Child, though he deſerves it. I 
natural fears and hopes, and the motions 
affections which ariſe out of them, are 
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ang and powerful, and deeply rooted in ta ö 


: 


get rid of their fears, tho they W nd 
er ſo fain: and the hopes of gdod | en 
ſo Powerful, that they overcome all things 
they conquer the allurements, pleaſures and 
the Terrors of this World; which they. 
Id never do, unleſs Spiritual Joys and De- 
ts, a divine Peace ahd Happineſs, ariſing 

n the teſtimony of a good Conſcience, were 
zatural to the Soul, as temporal pleaſures 
enjoyments are unto the Body. Unleſs the 

es my hopes of a Spiritual, Eternal Hap-. 
3, and the fears of and averſion to. fu- 
Miſery, were as inwardly and deeply root- 
into the nature and conſtitution of the 
zortal Spirit of Man; as the deſires of Bo- 
Pleaſures and averſion to Bodily Pains, are 
he Nature of the Fleſhly Part. For the 
luſteth againſt che Spirit, in all its Na- 
motions and tendencies . Heavenward. 
corruptible body 


| | ..preſſeth down the Saul, and Wild. 9g. 
ih tabernacle weigheth down the Mind, that 15 | 
th upon many thin gr. 
d that, God hath endued Man with an ex- 
nt divine Spirit, which bears evident chara- 
and footſteps of the Perfections of the 
e Nature, of his Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
ineſs and Holineſs; but we muſt remem- 
chat chere are ſome men, who follow the 
ions of their Reaſon and Conſcience, and. * 
uſe of the aſſiſtance which God affords 
by Revelation, for the increaſe of their 
vledge, Wiſdom, Faith, Holineſs and Cha- 2 
re ay 4d arrive to 2 perfection. But there = 


dee otbers who Mie the even a 


e ſcience, per vert peer ebrags a 

—_ riajſ, oe” . Tek e into a brutal ſtupidity and 
38 nofance, as to all the concernments of thej 
= to come. And we mult not judge, of 
—_” excellency and perfection of the /hamane 


= ture, by the folly and ſtupidity of theſe N 
__ in Thom the light of Nature is obſcured ; 
= | Pride, or inordinate love tot 
World; and overpowered by the Way of 
pure Lutte, and inordinate aſſections. 91 
. In the Second. place, to ues ail 
= natural Senſe and Notions, are the ſeeds 
= | Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, which have a 
= tural 3 to grow up to ſuch frei 
and , as render us truly Happy, 
our Nature worthy of great Honour. 
Reaſon propoſes Holineſs and Righteoui 
a Religious and Dutiful carriage towards 
2 Sociable, Peaceable Deportment toward | 
as lovely and honourable, and ſuggeſts 1 
us, that good men have great confidena 
God, great ſecurity in his Protection and! 
vour, and enjoy great peace and ue ind 
own Mind. On the other hand, our 1 
gives us to un that Wickedneb | 
b are baſe and diſhonounl 
a man at variance with himſelh, 
2 his ee _ and Aa end king dude 
and reproach him; yea and terrify him 
the terrors of God's. Wrath, with infump! 
diſgrace from Men. If the ſuggeſtion 
conſcience be liſtned to, carefully cheriſhed 


dictates ä and obeyed, and 9 da 
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and exorbitant deſires of che Fleſh, re.. 
ied and reduced into order; e preſent. 
el great contentment and fatisfaction, ä 


Joy and well grounded Peace, ſpringing up 


o 


om the approbation of our . Realon, ; 
the teſtimony of-a good Conſcience; as um  . 2 
ſtead juſtifying and applauding us. And — 
victory that reaſon, irs ſpiritual hopes ang — 3 
᷑ncies gain over ther leſ, and its baſe unwor- 
ſts; gives us a freſſi and ſtrong taſte of ſuch. 
fenly Joys, and everlaſting Peace and Plea- 
and farther aſſurance of che mercy ank 
r of God; enlarges the capacities of our 

purifies our deſires and affections, ęnrrea - 4 
dur hope of eternal Life, and enlighten 
Minds. And that Perfection which God 4 
rds good men with, that Peace and Joy 
they feel in the Practice of Holinels 
Z ors put them forward with glad- 4 
pf Heart, and draw them on with the \ . 1. 
of a man in the ways of Truth and Righ- - 1 
he, and diſpoſe them to look down upon ol 
rnal Pleaſures, as uncertain, narrow and un- 
y. And inſpire great reſolution, alacrity 
| ge to proceed and advance from one 

ee of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs to ano- 
and to abound more and more in good 
is, until the mind he poſſeſſed of, and franſ 
d into the love of Holineſs, Truth ande 
teouſneſs ; and obtain ſueh an aſſurance f 
Ve and protection of God, and ſuch hope 
8s promiſes, as give it a foretaſte of Heaven, 
danuold troubles and afflictions of the Righ- 

are external and viſible, but their Joy; 
be, Perfection and Greatneſs of Spirit are 
£ "TR private; 


x — 


1 prov. 3. freſu the inward parts; Are heulth to the Ny 


16 in VI of 10-4 
private, without” alk noiſe and elutter n 
and cannot be per ved of thought on by til 
who have no notion” nor relim of them, 

riſe from within and are founded i in the Nat 
of the immortal Soul, and ſtrengthen and 


and marrom to the Bones. They ſpring from ff 
in God, great confidence i in his friendſhip] 
pr rotection, and from a "fire hope in his 
miſes, Reugn the Teſtimony of a good 
ſcience bearing us witneſs, chat we ſerde 
obey God faixhfully; and cherefote our 957 
Peace muſt laſt as long as God is, and ef 
a8 2 uy Truth a 12 78 continue imp 
nable. in e en 
And the erna pompous ollity, ati 
: ting, deluding glories of this World, the fo 
loud laughing and tranſient fits of Wo 
mirth and ſenſual pleaſure, are not «remenl 
nor thought on but with ſcorn, indignation! 
- contempt, and with great compaſſion andy 
towards thoſe poor mean' filly wretches, 
are deluded and bewitched with them. 
What unſpeakable joy and delight muſty 
ſeſs a purified exalted Soul, when after m 
diligence and ſtrugling, he "bath reſcued i 
ſelf from the Tyrannous uſurpations of 
Fo and got looſe from all inordinate 
ections and luſts; and feels the Glory off 
Divine perfections ſhining in upon his 
ſtand ſtamping the Image and reſemblaney 
the Divine nature upon his mind, wary 
table degrees and meaſures ' of light, 
and happineſs. He is ſenſible that he #8 
great danger by reaſon of the frailty of | 
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tal Nature, be feels a heayy®but: inſe 


kent of this very. thing, that he which hath 


Lay of Feſus Chriſt, He knows that he mult 
that Worms ſhall deſtroy his Body, and 
his Reins ſhall be conſumed within him; 
Believes that he ſhall be raiſed up at the 
day to eyerlaſting Life; and that in che 
while his immortal Soul ſhall go into 
ppier and better ſtate, and whereas to 
and worſhip God is the happineſs and 
tht. of his Soul in this World, he knows 
remembers with inexpreſſible tranſports of 
that to do ſo in a more excellent and 
ect manner in, inconceivable S will 
s exerciſe. and. portion in the World to 
, where he will be admitted into a more 
ate fellowſhip and communion; with the 
bleſſed God, his ſtrength and Redeemer. 
noble glorious hopes purify and en- 
ſuch a Soul? a ſolid, conſtant peace, du- 
joys and powerful conſolations of the 
SGhoſt, ſupport and comfort ſuch a 
amidſt the momentary light alfflictions 
tis World : and the daily experience of 


ner man, increaſes his faith and hope. How 


fore prays terveptly to be delivered from 
leceits Of, the. World, the Fleſh and the 
. An humble ſenſe of his dependance 


£ B44 


Joad of corruption and infirmicy, Bet 5s Phil. 1. 6 


3.4 good. work in him, will-perform-e untill 


grace of God ſtrengthening him mightily in 


ly and {incerely does he love and praiſe 
! is very affraid of offending him, and 


| | God, a filial fear and dread of him, —_... 
ound reverence of bis laws and autho-" , . . 


3 conſtantly on his mind, influenee 
mu through all his doings and CR 
—_ .-.- 4 4 ſenſe of the over-ruling 
Providence of God, bring him under the 
And awful preſence of him who made and i 
oy All things, and will Judge all Men. How: 
N is his mind enlightned and purified, to dif 
T. eſpie the difference between Good a 
3 |. vil, the lovelinefs of the one and the 
_ Tineſs and unreaſonableneſs of the other: 
Lips preſerve Knowledge and his Mouth bi 
et forth Truth: a venerable Wiſdom, ad 
ming Charity and ſincere unaffected Kindi 
an inoffenſive harmleſs Hunility and Med 
% and tte n oh ies of a d. 
—_ Spirit, ſhine forth with a glorious luſtrei 
 - dis Conduct. We may with admiration} 
. the great Perfection the humane Nature 
pable of in this World, in the Lives and} 
amples of the B. Apoſtles and Primitive i 
 fors of our Holy Religion. 
. 520." Epiſt: 108 ONT 1 | 8 17 5 it 1 
= 180 g , t our natural Senſe ar 
FPascile eſt auditorem con- 
AF 8 ad cupiditatem tions, are the Seeds of Hil 


rectizomnibus enim natu- and Righteouſneſs, which hi 


| | : ra fundamenta dedit Se- natural tendency to grow vw | 
VvVenque virtutum; omnes; ſuch ſtrength and perfection | 


11 Cum 3 make us truly. happy and ou 
= _ tunc illaanimj bona ve- ture wor thy great, Honour 
mt * excitantur, Rel 
3 And as the defixe of vg 
= - Happineſs ſhould engage us to follow the din 
2 ons of Reaſon and ſuggeſtions of Conſaal 
keclus. 33. Which is a Faithful Monitor, and is ſometimes wi ; 


14, 15. tel A man more than Neuen Warthmes that N 


* 
U 


n Tower: ke to G unto. the muſt Highi 
he would direft our may. truth. So. like» 
the-fear of __ 2 of Nature 
— which: Sin brin 4 

Id o lige us, to reſiſt the luſts of "of the Fleſh, 
to ſtifle all motions. and inclinations to 
1 proceed, 3 
In the Third place: to bew how the unruly TR 
of the Fleſh which have got head of our i 
ſon, and are apt upon all occaſions to re © 
— it, ſtifle and pervert our natural no- 4 
; plunge ſome into great Miſery and ren- |” 3 
our Nature mean and contemptible. From 
ace we are under an indiſpenſible obligati- 
to reſiſt and ſubdue our Laſts and to im- 4 
ve our Reaſon. This fide of this ſubject is 
pf Darkneſs and Diſhonour, even a Darkneſs 
ond by the ſhades of Eternal Death: 
the verification of it in ſo many men of 
age, is full of diſgrace and Infamy. But 
we ſo view it, as to find occaſion of re- 
Wing and giving thanks to God, for deliver- 

us from the power and dominion of the 

s of the Fleſh, which War againſt the 3 
1. . 1 | ua | . | 3 
the advertiſements of Conſcience be Jliſtned E 
when it warns us of the danger and ſad coat © oF 
ents of Sin; and frights us from the com- I 
ion of it; or when it diſquiets the mind 
h pain and remorſe þ Sin e and 
tes us to repent ;-then conſcience grows 
e tender and ſenſible of the danger and 
Jution of Sin, doth the more fait lly ad- 
ny and ſhows us the ſnares and, 
dare in our way, upon all occaſions that we 
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blindneſs and infidelity, which harden-obſtinf 
Sinners againſt the juſt fears of Gods vn 
and indignation; ſo that we fall come 


thoughts of thoſe Sins which we were w 
ligently, liſten to its 


effectually. 


penting, according to the heinouſneſs of 


er of Reaſon, the Authority of Conſaei 
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may avoid them. And delivers us from 


tremble at the very approach, at the yy 


to commit very ſecurely and heedleſly; G 

hath implanted theſe fears in our Natan 

to diſpoſe and warn us to flee from the v 
to come. And if — conſult Conſcience 

| uggeſtions and warning 

cheriſh and improve them, they will do 

13 n 


But on the other hand if we reject and fil 
the admonitions and ſuggeſtions of Conſcient 
and be as glad to get rid of them as a lia 
tious unruly boy, 1s to get himſelf away fr 
the inſpection and eye of his Maſter ; Conf 
ence will grow brawny and infenſible by if 
grees. For every {in committed without 


affronts our Reaſon, and impairs its ſtrengl 
And frequent cuſtomary ſinning alienate il 
mind from the love of God, diſſolves the pot 


perverts the Will, and brings the man at len 
tamely to commit thoſe ſins, which once 
could not ſo much as think of with 
horror and deteſtation. But ſo great i5 f 
power of conſcience, that it cannot: be fila 
ed upon a ſudden. Before its innocent wil 
deſty be violated, it's hardly drawn to the coo 
miflion of any heinous notorious crime, il 
ftrinks back with horror, and is very ave 
from it. And after the commiſſion * 1 
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Sin, it fills the mind with grief and re- 


— . 


th 
il ö \ | | 
f repentance. Though to allure and en- 
ne 


je ſhorteſt way to ſtupify their Conſcience, 
it is not like to he the moſt ſucceſsful: and 
efore Satan at firſt craftily tempts men to 
es and benumbs their Conſcience. Yet no 
o induſtry can wholy raſe thoſe fears out 


ens minds. Many bad men would be glad 


e rid of them, and to laugh them out of 
World; but there are few that can do it. 
true theſe fears may be ſilenced for a while, 
men may ſo engage their minds in World- 
uſineſs and entertainments; as to bar all ſe- 
& and ſober reflections upon the ſtate of 
Souls; but whatever makes them reflect 
= themſelves and; conſider their own ſtate, 

ens their fears. Bad men dare not conſider 
con doings ſcriouſly,, nor call themſelves 
account, by reflecting upon and exami- 
their ways impartially and diligently ; for 
are a terror to themſelves, and are as 


heir own mind, as a guilty Criminal is of the 


ral Power and Authority of Reaſon. The 
of men would fly. before ſerious conſide- 
pn and a frequent impartial examination of 
nielves, as darkneſs doth before the light. 


r own ſtate to diſturb their Carnal Jollity, 
—_ xn the tormenting reſentments of 
y. lo Conkience, God deprives them of 


, and diſpoſes us to form ſerious reſdluti- 


men to the commiſſion of heinous Sins 


h affraid of a juſt repreſentation of themſelves 


> of his Judge. Which is a proof of the 


bad men will not conſider, nor reflect upon 


Wil 


Wiſdom and. thay are . to thin! 
him, or on their ſubjection to him. Then 
ſuch a fear of God as one hath of an ei ol 
Enemy, who he ſuſpects may prove too hand l 
him, and otterly ruine and deſtroy him { 
27 Na their Tor, wh 
re piritua Delights and Joys, which 
from and accompany. the love o 
confidence in his Friendſhip and Prote edi 
And it has no ſenſe of. thats glorious hol 
which are ſuitable to its Immortal Nature, 
finks into a ſtupid neglect and contempt 
all the concernments of another Life. Aud 
Ty, the mean delights and lawleſs Luſts 9 
Fleſh, role in ſuch a mind, and are the p 
ciple of all its actions, motions and intential 
even as divine Truth, Wiſdom and H 
rule and direct that Soul, which is renen 
after the Image of God, quickned and gui 
by his Spirit. The conſcience of many mei 


ſeared as it were with a hot Iron; their hei 


are Darkned, their notions of good and e 
Obſcured and Confounded; and they are gin 
up to vile Affections. Mea are bewitch d nil 
Sin as Sampſon was with Delilah; it betrays ti 
into Danger and Miſery, as ſhe did him; 
when they are ſenſible of it once and again a 
did they rouſe themſelves up, break its ban 
ſhake of its chains, and reſiſt its temptatidl 
and allurements a 4 Hae time ; but. they Il 
yield at length to its importonities, and of 
ſnaring inſinuations, until, as ſhe did, it 
their whole "ping and then if they ena 
vour to reſcue themſelves from the bond 4 1 
of their Luſts, and to ſhake off their ch al 1 
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find their ſtrength departed from them, 

| God hath forſaken them, and that they _ 

not able to break looſe : they find that 

- reaſon is diſabled and rendred a | 

> all the purpoſes of God's, glory, and 

at ends, for which it was implanted in our 

ture : Yea and myſt be imployed to ſerve 

itrary deligns and purpoſess. 
fave muſt not, dares 


For as a mean, abj 
== praiſe his Maſters enemies, nor reproach 
friends; even 6 the reaſon of Man, when 
laved to the Luſts of the Fleſh, and inor- 
tate love of the World, muſt not ſpeak its 


n Language, but that of the Fleſh ; that 
ſual pleaſure, the profits and fading glories 
this World, are the only things that are 
firable ; and all ſeriouſneſs about Religion, 
the Life to come, muſt be ſtifled and ridi- 1 
led. If the Luſts of the Fleſh uſurp the = 
Prone, and judiciary Power in a mans Soul, 2 
Wart ever aims at the Dethroning and ſubdu- 
of them, will not only be rejected, but 
paraged and condemned. . If a Rebel and 1 
raitor poſſeſs himſelf of the Royal Po -wer 
d Authority, what treatment may they ex- * 
tet, who are faithful to their Lawful King 
d Country? even ſich as is due to Traitors 
id Rebels; if folly and unruly Luſts uſurp 
ati power, reverence and authority in the 
ind, which belong to Truth and Wiſdom, m, 
at entertainment may Truth expect, in ſuch 1, 
mind ? even all the hard cenſures, diſgrace- _ | 
_ characters, contempt and deriſion, which are 
ac do folly and error. Now it a Mans 
a, which is the light that guides and di = 
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b him, miſguide him, how ſhal ſhall he þ hea 


for one to be ſenſible of his Error, is'anq 
cellent and high attainment, and an effect 


ſpeak from their heart, the Language of Trut 
Wiſdom and Sobriety. For as Truth inſpi 
folly,, pride and inordinate affections, - pr 


their Errors, high minded, cruel, _nacharils 
ble; ſecure and fearleſs, when rheix Souls a 
nin great and imminent danger. © 5 


4 E R M9, 1 = 


claimed, for as our, Bleſſed Saviour | ex 1 
5 f the light. that. is in the be dar 
great is that darknef; 1! Though the light w 
Sites ſuch Men be darknels, yet they : 
tht it is the true light, Ab truſt in it, 
ſuch, none have a higher conceit of their oy 
Wiſdom, none more apt to deſpiſe good Me 
as 'fools, and to think that all who differ fra 
them, are in damnable Errors. Thus it tar 
with the Phariſees in our Bleſſed Saviours tin 


divine Wiſdom, which can have no. acceſs j 
the mind which is blinded. and hardened j 
Sin. Its as reaſonable to expect that Thon 
ſhould bear Grapes, as that, ſuch Men  ſhoul 


pin 
the mind in which it dwells, with humulig 
meekneſs, charity, modeſty and wiſdom; 


a thick Darkneſs oyer the minds of M 
and make them | confident - and h 


If the Natural frame, and conſtitution 
our Body be diſſolved, it becomes incapable 
all the Functions of life and ſenſation, becom 
loathſome, and muſt be buried. "Our Soil 
when they become incapable of theſe open 
tions and actions, which are proper tor, any 
peculiar unto intelligent Beings, are ſo much I 
more bathſodde and ugly than dead ad BI ; 
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* 


or mu ich their Nature is gh excellent: 


there is nothing 'properlyveril: and _ 
Sin, and intelligent Beings guilty f 
they are the only Creatures of the 
le Creation, hom God abhors! am de- 
z. The blindneſs of our bodily 1908 de- 0 
es us of the comfortable Ligh of the 

but the” ſtupifying of — — 


air e of our mind; by Sin and unruly 

u deprives us of Wiſdom, of the Light _ 

u he Truth, and begets in us a hatred of 
for the Iove of God, and che love of 


cannot lodge together, in the ſame mind, 
p ye nor, that" the friendſhip of this Warld, i Jaw. & 
ty with "God a "whoſoever. aire wil be * : 
d of the Wola, 4s the Eneng gf I * of 
nd theſe Men muſt be miſcrable}/.in whom ub re 
dn is perverted and enſlaved; and who Planged in- 
abandoned to the inſupportable Tyraniy e Heat 
ngovernable Vaſts, and domineering paſo 3 1 323 
which diſorder” their minds, make a Nature n 
ent, and raiſe confounding vidlent ſtorms them is 
eir heart; that rent and tear their in- rend © 
I parts. And the unrulitteſs and irreguf ve mean 
y of their Euſts and deſires, defeat their ©*4 ile, | 
ſatistaction, by over ſhooting the mark. YE : _ 
aim at; Intemperance in eating and i 
ing, and other ſenſual exceſſes, prove a Y # 
ent and puniſhment. Add to this that 9 
pleaſures which they purſue; are ſnort 
fleering, deceitful, irregular: and exorbi- RY 
, a ſhame: and blemiſh to humane Nature. 1. 3 
beſides bodily diſeaſes, breed guilt and 'Y 
orſe in the mind, and if Men be not ſen- 2 
of this, its becauſe as .are degenerated 
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Hart, and made the knowledge and oben 


into Erutes. But datore cannot be ah 8 
quered or rooted: out; their Conſcienee x 
. witha ale n a. and ba 


ty) 
— amuze and 9 1 heir mind 
7 their reaſon | with ſenſual deli ! 
and ns Conktience 1— Nature th 1 
N m OPPT eſſed an Will m 
d allles and efforts. Conſcience 
diſturb their ſleep with dreams, ſeiſe and 
reſt them ſo ſoon * awake; 2 | 
1 to repreſent to them 
and, danger: And as they take much 
to get rid of theſe reflections and reſentay 
E. Conſcience; ſo they do what they can 
_ conceal their foll Ily-and the inward torture 
their mind from the World; and force th 
„este be merry, and put on an air of 
A and Happineſs, 'to delude themſelves 
Yet that ſentence of God is irt 
ſſdle, and the fad effects of it hang over 
Hearts; There is no Peace, (ſaith my God) ii 
"Wicked, but the Wicked are like the troubled 


= it cannot reft, whoſe waters rf "p min 


Its evident, that God lays ind if penſ ible 
ligations upon men, to mortifie their Luſts 
ro obey his Laws: he ſets Life and Death! 
fore man, and leaves him to chuſe what 
pleaſes : if he would be happy, he muſt: 
to the voice of Reaſon, and obey the law of 
For God hath ſo contrived our 1 that 
hath written the great ſtrokes of his Law on 


ITY 1. 


8 in his word, che 
means of our Happineſs ang f | 
the reſiſting of the light of Nature, t the v 
ging of our Laſts, and diſobedieneg of his rere 


ion, Degeneracy and Miſery. 


ouring heartily and ſincerely to obey the... 
of God, and attain unto great Happi- Nawe 


tions of corrupt Nature, by wicked pra&i- 
and cuſtoms; and — * thein (bees. Ten- 
more the Children of Wrath and of the 
Il, than they were by Nature. And we 
reckon ths the * — is unavoida- 
ind the reward ſure and certain, when 
the one and the other, are founded in 
ontrivance and conſtitution of ou Na- 
and conſequently the obligation wich 
e inferr and enforce is adp: 


=. 1 to * l 
| : —— how the unruly Luſts of the 
„ Which have got head of dur Rex 
and are apt to rebel againſt it, upon all 


vie ons ſtifle and pervert our Natural no- 
ts, , and plunge ſome Men inte great miſe- 
th and revert our Nature very mean and 
pte. Which lays an indiſpenſable = 
wy pation upon us to OY our Sri ch 
£6 ve Nw. Reaſon. 

on engage mon, to reſiſt and ſubdue — 


s, and diligently to obey the Laws of God, 
repreſegting to them, Firſt, 


| are a natural cauſe and means of our Cor- Ag bang 
And acoor- wn 1 FE: 


ducation © 
y ſome men improve their Reaſon, by em af * 4 


and Perfection: whereas others ders blind and Fwy ating 
en their Hearts, and i improve the evil in- #55 Tarn. 
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the grace and love of God. 


Secondly, the advantage nd: happinel 


kn preſerving themſelves from ever engaging, 
ps & 1 agg into any evil cuſtom, or bad ch 


* AW, 
1. Is of; very bad conſequence. to andy 


dur Luſts, and yield to the motions of 


and one is in great hazard, to do fo, wii 


on of our B. Saviour upon this, For umi 
bundantly, but from him that hath not, ſha 
unprofitable, Servant into utter Dar huet. 1 


ſtate of a weak Chriſtian, is like chu 9 
weak craſy Body, full of Sores and Dill 


means his Soul is in a more dangerous * 


not confirmed and well rooted” in the lo 


God; tho? the conſequence. of it be moſt 
gerous to him. The Nature and Conſtiu 
of our Soul is ſuch, that frequent cuſtg | 
Sinning blinds and hardens our Hear 
moves us ſtill farther and farther from 
grace and favour of God. And the mote 

ty meaſures of Knowledge or Grace ang 
hath, the hazard of loling it is the git 


In the parable of the Talents, he that rec 
the one Talent, proved the flothful unpri 
ble Servant. And remarkable is that eq 


one that bath, ſhalt. be given, and be. ſhall hat 


ken away; even that which he hath, and cap! 


what cures one malady, begets or ing 
another, if he obtain any. grace or gift of 
he is apt to be puffed up with Pride; by 
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favor. of God and the 44. 08} 


& repent, and Pray to God through Faith _ AF 
s gracious Promiſes for his Grace and Sa. 
at Ko ; vation. 


if they bee Os gent . in 
Werne ec, guilty ok oe q 
offence : it's like H] under the ap 3 
- Plat. 119. ſions of fach danger, When he intreut 
58. 59. G0. von of God what his heart, and beſt 
to be merciful to him, according b 
bans bt on my ways (days he) 4 thei 
thy Teſtimonies, I made haſt and delay 
Ip Joy thy Commandments. How. ſhoulda 
of our hazard, while we are encom ſi b 
Fleſh and Blood, and ſet in the midi 10 
ny great dangers and temptations, a 
pray to God to he mercifufto our, ori ; 
ack, and to ftrerthfortti i rag 00 f 
defend us. Eſpecially we ſhonld Pray fo 
in the Church, when not only a ſenſe of oi 
danger, but likewiſe Charity to the 8 
others who joyn with us, o whom many 
wretches may be in greater danger tha 
are aware of, ſhould prompt and excite! 
pray earneſtly to cry Tight to „God. 
make ſpeed to uy us, O Lord, make ha 15 to heh 


The hardening and Vlinding te. Of all the punill 
Heart more and more upon ur 
continuing in Sin, cannot be ſtopped that of 1 
or prevented, unleſs God would mi- bliading and burden 


raculouſly ſtay and interrupt tbe ö 
courſe 0 Nature eſt abliſh'd by bim- heart, f iS the molt i | 


ſelf. Now God is the immediate Eor it brings men! int 
Author of Nature, and of all us ſhades eder 1 Da 
operations and effects, and conſe- and frights all wil 


quently of theſe Luſts and bardneſs in, 
= Heart, which are both the na- do's ma My i, 
zural puniſhments, and principles CONLACTALION 


andralſe of Sin. And God is [aid ſometimes their bein 
70 blind and harden n mens s Hearth, lible of the ang fed 


a agen — 
due ſenſe of their RA 
land excites. them to 
pt 33 


7 —9 of Si 


| % SEES 4 and: en "i 
are irrcligious- life - 574 ase e 


ong continuance in Sin, delaying to repent,very inexcuſable. 
and harden mens : Vpon theſe different conſiderarions,) 
s, difable their Reaſon, . it's Jaid God moved David,to num- : 


1 : Conſcience pro in 2 2 place, that Sa- 2 
8 God to deny them the 1 David to number the/ 


ance of his Grace, 41 People of Kriel, And it is ſaid 
t the Devil looſe upon 15% God harqned (vid. pag. 94. 
O blind miſer ble. and 98,) Pharaoh's Heart, Ex. . of 

1 r 13. an in tbe next chap. its ſaid _ 

' that in ſight o Pharaoh AS bis Heart at tbie 
merciful warnings of time alſo. The Bp. ef Bath aud. 


q word and provi ENCE, Wells monſtration of the Meſſ- 1 4 
. themſelves into this 5% 8 9 ps "a 735 66<" 
rate enn en 1 


N | .*X\ 
of returning to a better mind, till their: 
Ar is difficult almoſt to an impoſſibilit 7. 
be Ethio plan change his Skin, or the Leopard jere. 13. 
ts ? 4 may ye 40 do good, that are accuſto- 23. N 2 
o do evil. Though the recovery of ſuch 
be im pollible with Men, yet it 5 Eon ebe 
God: 25 to a ſincere hearty ſorrow 

and a e mighty reſolution they muſt 
an carne ap lication to God, for his grace 
powerful aſſiſtance to help them out of ſo 


able a ſtate, and to ſnatch. them as fire 
Ps out of the Fire. „„ 
et us canſider the advantage and happineſs + 
bo preſerved from ever engaging,or any evil 4 E 
15 far into cuſtom or bad courſe of Life. Hoxèęu·/7 
— EA Rn 5 43 
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thankful to God ſhould he be, who 


©. the afliſtance of his grace, and the nfl 
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and advantage of à good education, wal 
ver engaged in a bad courſe; hut Trained 
1 in the Near of God. It is ſo natural and deli 
© , . tohim, to ſerve and worſhip God, to di gdf 
to walk in Holineſs and Righteouſnefs thi 
cannot obtain leave of himfelf willingly} 
Ie or tranſgreſs his duty to God or Mani 
hae do ſo by means of ſome hindrance or tei 
tion, his Spirit recoils and complains W 
: ſomewhat is wanting, ſomething is amik 
I not in its uſual temper, and gives not 
to importune him untill it be ſatisfied ) 
amendment, and reſtored to its accully 
cheerfulneſs. The conſtant peace, ſatisfadigl 
$4 ſeriouſneſs of his mind, and the Joy 
Jeart, ſtamp a gravity and ſerious che 
nmneſcs upof his countenance. He may be 
BW. - by his look, and a man of underſtandingal 
great integrity when thou meeteſt him, Wa 
_ Eccl. a6. 4. 4 Nan be rich or poor if he have a goocl heat 
_——— ward the Lord, he ſhall at all times rejoyce W 
. cheerful countenance. But if the peace d 
mind be diſturbed by Sin, upon his compl 
with the temptations and evil cuſtoms of 
World, the air of his countenance wil 
changed alſo. How concerned and e 
ſhould a man be to preſerve his xnnocen 
the greateſt and moſt precions Jeet 0 
World! and ſhenld reſolve with Job 1 
Job 27. die, 1 will not remove my integrity from th 
36.  riohteouſneſs I hold faſt and will not let it ml 
Heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as Ilive. No 
YJ knows what he do's, and what a found 


5 4% 


able — 1 for kimſeil, des is forfeits 518 
anocency and breaks the peace of his mind, 
he yields to a temptation, and makes the 
ſtep into a bad courſe: he little chinks or 
vs Whither his Luſts may hurry him; and 
a monſter they may make him before they 25 
done with Him. To fervently ſhould we 
chat God would be pleas'd to deliver us | 
blindneſs and hardnefs of Heart, and 3 
contempt of his Word and Com- tel. 3. 1 7" ON 
zent. And let us exhort one another dayly, © 


le is call d to day leſt any of ns. be hardened 
bh. the deceitfulneſs* of Sin. 


nd let not us judge of the qri ha 

ind perfection of our Laue 2 
deſigns and degenerate practices of them 
hom no f6otſteps of its primitive. dignity 
erfetion are preſeryed. | But let us view 


| them who are renewed aften the Image 
dd : who by patient continuance in well doing, wy 
for Sa; Honour and . 
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it 
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Mercies are over * "bis Works. | 
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Come now to the Foutth ing 11 
nded, which is to co oe” att 
jection againſt the perfection and dig 
of our Nature. The Objection is, 
4. If to be Holy and Righteous, be a 
N and ſuſtable ta the Tamane & latute, 
=. — comes it to paſs, that men have a fron 
4 6, F quenti- ſion to the Duties of Religion, and find 
| E bus om- difficulty, in the ways of Truth and Rights 
WO Fu i neſs ? For what ever is Natural is . pleal 
ut, and carried on readily and eaſily, witlf 
=” contra l- force and diligence. And if an Irrel 
Jam inten- life be ſo contrary unto, and unbecomingi 
bone human Nature; how comes it to 
IM '* Men have no difficulty in Sinning, 
üer a e, propenſion to Sin, and find 
in its ſeeing whatever is contrary to. 
ture, and puts any force and violence i 
it, is uneaſy and grievous, and carried 
flowly and with difficulty. It would ap 
rather, that Irreligion and Sin are molf 
tural, that Religion is a force upon Nati 


and a . * A ity, by 
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T9 it's. S.. Oo 
or Heaven, = fear o : 
and Wee * are not Natural to 
ind ; for what is Natural cannot be 
| rooted out and fübdued. In anſwer te 
djection, I offer the folling parti 
be conſidered. | wt: $5 wa. of 
his Ohjection tends to 3 ad. 
goodneſs of 2. Me to 
Natural endowme perfe ons ; 
| looſe Men from = Ns: they 
Ker, from the excellency and perfection 
Nature, to live holily and 1 
not theſe Men be ſatisfied to be Beaſts 
than Men, who to be releaſed from 
ligations of living up to the dignity.of 
Nature, impeach and Jmpugne the per- 
and excellency. of it; and plead chat 
Nature is not ſo pe erfect, as it is in- 
that they may the more excuſably. live | 
i and degenerate life. BY 
\ Difcaſed and diſordered body, bath "de 
Icy in performing its Natural operations _ 
bndtions ; for the ſtrength of the diſeaſe; 
and Obſtructs 3 and produeetk 
natural motions,but the ate, of Natu- 
xerations, - and theſe preternatural mo- 
flow not from Nature, but from the 
. and diſorder of Nature: even. 
3 Which be the preternatural 
of our min nd, and the difficul- 
en we find in the duties of hoti- 
pad | righteouſneſs, flow not from the 
a : E 53 | Natural | 
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| Natural conffitution” of our! - Souls 

the corruption and diſorder of it 
Ignorance and infidelity, which” . 50 

Jes that corrupt our mind. And is % 
Soul of Man very much. corrupted an 
ordered, when it forgoes the Everlaſtins WW: 
pineſs and glory of Heaven, for the el 1 
trifles of this World: and 3 is loſt to al 
and reliſh of Spiritual jo 58, and ; oY i 
greater hap vines than this World 

If a man 14 a Fever think Honey 

reaſon of the overflowing Gall, no 

thence concludes that it is not 9 

our taſt to reliſh'a ſweetneſs in Honey; 

that that Man's taſt was vitiated and 
rupted, even ſo, tho? ſenſual Men hat 

reliſh nor deſire of Heavenly joys and 

nal pleaſures, we muſt not conclude! 

- thence, that the deſire of a Spirituabn 
tine happineſs, and che Angelical cp 
of the mind are not Natural; bot, bi... 
ture in ſuch Men is * cerca 


* the reliſh and e deltre res off 
men, are not the language of Nature" 
the' feveriſh overflowing ' gall, which" 
ders aud diſtempers Nature: For they 
ſeek happineſs in worldly Pleafures and Ei 
ments, And themſelves Win to forget 
this World is very changeable, and chat 1 
1 are Mortal. ED | ney DE aimay 
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ve Pic Evers 115 "of ts a5 har Pal. ; a9. 4 
Hunſes ſhall continue 5 Bes and their dwel- ee 
aces to all Generatioms: Neven heeft man be. 
„ honour, abi aeth not, be is like the — Sha 
hb Periſh. This their way is their fully yet. 
| Poſterity approve their ſayings. So that een 
dappineſs which men purſue, is not ever - 
g, they muſt imagine it to be ſo, at leſt 
t how tranſient and uncertain it is. HS] 
reeable is this happineſs to a reaſonable 
ture, which cannst endure the examinati- 

F Reaſon, but i is perfected: by Inconſi dera- 
and Folly? © ks 
It this inconſideration, as it delivers them iy 
| galltng thoughts, about the ſhortneſs and 

tainty of this Life, and of all Wr 
ures and Enjoyments: ſo it is apt to be- 
them into ſuch anxious care and concern, 
laſtin happineſs here, as deprives the 

| fatisfaction and contentment in this Lifel © 

F many, men are miſerable, through anxiety! 
to live the next Year, or to make Pro- 
n for many Years, who have but a'few © 
ks or Months of this to live? How many 
act and diſquiet their minds, through ex- 

Fe Solicitude to hoard up Riches, who are 
off in the midſt of their projects and Bc F 

Mile another is ſaying, Saul, thou baft , 
| goods, laid up for mam years, rake thine e 

Wrink and be merry:God ſays unto him, how - 
the night thy Soul ſhall be requir'd of thee : 
we e 8 0 Tm OP rhe —_ 9 
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khan in other living Creatures, with fears if 


ture. For our Senſes are only affected will 
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SERMON II. 


4. Nature hath not provided the ſenſitive wi 
and capacities of a principle to forecaſt for (ii 
future. And other living Creatures hate if 
concern that way; they have neither fears wil 
hopes; and therefore ſuch a principle is x 
needful, for the ſenſitive Nature, or tempat 
Enjoyments. And our Saviour forbids u 
extend our care and thoughts about our þ 
dies, beyond one day. And propoſes ou 
living Creatures, yea and Plants for our 
ſtruction, intimating unto us, that thoſe ill 
capacities and comprehenſive faculties of q 
Nature, as they do not belong to the flel 
part, ſo they are not to be mainly imploꝶ 
and converſant about our bodies. For God h 
not endued the ſenſitive Nature in us, m 


hopes, with a principle to reflect an what 
; Paſt, and to forecaſt and take care for the 


hat is preſent. And he who makes provi 
r- all other Creatures, without their cam 
dncern, will alſo provide for us without « 
irmoderate care and diligence about the thi 
of this Life, to the prejudice and ruine 
our Immortal Soul. He who fatisfies the 
lire of every living thing, will ſupply « 
neceſlities; and we ought to caſt our care up 
him, and repoſe our truſt in his promiſes al 
Almighty Providence; and ſhould not fet i 
affections upon temporal enjoyments, nor di 
termine our thoughts and endeavours, to tral 
fitory Pleaſures, ſuffering our ſelves by tal 
to. be diverted from minding and puri 
hat eternal happineßs, theſe noble ends, * 
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che Angelical faculties, comprehenſive 
and hopes of our Nature were in- 
And when our Souls are fettered 
Faked down to the low momentany 
res of the Fleſh, they are fo far from = 
71 and aſſiſting Men, to attain unto 4 «-M 
gheſt pitch of a temporal felicity, that 7 
ral that happineſs, and deprive them of 
tleaſure, which otherwife Worldly en- 
its would yield; for they embitter and 
al with remorſe of Confcience for 
is paſt, and anxious care about what 
ome after. So that we may ſuppoſe, 
Peaſts whoſe ſenſations are more exqui- 
d quick than Mens; and which are di- 
d with no galling reflections on what 
, with no anxiety about what is to come, 
r retarded nor upbraided by a principle 
aſon, enjoy a ſenſual Pleaſure beyond 
wan is capable of. And men who ſeek 
ess in ſuch Pleaſures, do not attain unto / 
heſt pitches of it, becauſe they are Men 
not Beaſts. And it's evident, that the 
ehenſive fears and hopes of our Nature; 
never intended to be mainly or wholly 
yed aboùt the affairs of this World; 
| they marr the happineſs, and embitter 
tiSfactions which they are imploy'd to 
dte, and render men inſtances of the moſt 
puntable folly, and ridiculous vanity. 
It appears from the remorſe of Conſci- 
and Anxiety, wherewith wicked men are 
and haunted ; that the natural ten- 
of their minds, are not wholly con- 
. and rooted out; but they are over- 


powered, 
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ſed obſcu- wide Foreſts, and wander through Del 
FpPreſſa; ſic 
tentat re- no time, no art can overcome their nt 


1 enim powered, | and .under reſtr aint. Even a 4 
tina in. favage Beaſts, which men ſeize when J 
doles na. and endeavour to tame; it being natur 


turalis eft, them to. rove and ravage through wild 


rata & op- and ſolitary places, they. muſt ſhut themy 

quoque dens, confinethem with rails and chains, 

furgere& impatience of confinement, they toſs. andi 

contra hle ta and fro within the rails, and when WR. 

Parana have gone as far as their chains and bars i 

tur; naQa | Ted 

vero prz- allow; how do they tugg and pull, and en 

fidium & Vour to thruſt themſelves. through the'n 

adjuta beat againſt. them, gay and. bite them, 

Præceptis by all ways poſſible for them diſcover their 

mw ger and impatience of confinement. 8 

Conquerable is Nature, ſo uneaſy and gli 

is any force or violence put. upon it. W 

is but a low ſorry compariſon, to illuſ 

the galling violence and painful reſtraints, 

are put on an Immortal Soul, deſigned 

the Heavenly Pleaſures, unſpeakable Joys! 

Glories of a vaſt Eternity. When the0 

ruling uſurped power of fleſhly Luſts, anl 

. ordinate love to the World, ſtake it doi 

mean baſe temporal pleaſures; how is it di 

to unlawful. pleaſures ? with what remorſe 

pain does it reflect upon them? How. in 

ent, and uneaſie is it, to be confined t0 

narrow momentary ticklings, and tra 

delights of a lump of Mortal Fleſh. 80 

the natural tendencies and deſires of the 

in wicked men, are not wholly conquer d, 

rooted out, but overpowered, reſtrained Wi 

— "a. x 4 


* 1 


ſuch men muſt be unthankful to God 
auing them with ſuch an excellent Nature; 
they feel ſo much pain and difficulty in 
eſſing and perverting its nobleſt tenden- 
its moſt ſüblime divine powers and capa- 
. And they render themſelves” incapable 
Dat Eternal Happineſs, to which they were 
ui ed, and pull down upon themſelves, end- 
nlſeries, and the corrupted diſordered 
ue of ſuch Men is not to be look'd up- 
the ſtandard of humane Nature, where- 
d judge of the perfection and dignity of it; 
s the diſgrace and diſcredit of it. 
ore I proceed further, I ſhall make theſe 
x Obſefvations upon what hath been 


Man is a ſtrange compoſure, there is a Ma- 1. Obſer. 
and Greatneſs in him, but mixed with _ 


Jul | meanneſs, weakneſs and darkneſs ; the + 
Nr and diſpoſition of our Soul; the quick- 
er our Underſtanding, and the ſolidity of 


eaſon, depend very much upon our frail 
ic Es, which are ſubject to many diſeaſes, and 
[ed to many dangers, and accidents :* So 
lol nothing 1s more uncertain, than the health 
e of man. Lult ſends man into the World, 
fe and blood is as much deſpiſed, and as 
regarded as the life of any Creature. 


ois born, like a wild Aſſes Colt, ought _ * 
rauch vaunt himſelf, for his attempts and de- = 
801 upon Learning, Knowledge and Wiſdom, "4 
he d dught not to project huge, high and laſt- "i 
"0, Fr uCtures ; Whoſe foundation is. in the duſt, Job 4. 19, { 
cl e cruſhed before the moth ; they are deſtroy- 20, 21. WY 
„ 7ornng to evening: they perifh for ever 1 

without 4 
N 


ble himſelf before God, out of a ſenſe g 


generate, ſo much corrupted, that they 


bey God through Faith in Chriſt, accepts 


wit hout any regarding it. Doth. not their exc 
which is in them go away they die even wit hon = 
dom. But man ought to ap ly himſl 
bring down all towering falle imagina 
and every high thing, that exalts it {elf y 
the knowledge of God; and ſhould } 


own Weakneſs, Danger, Miſery and Co 
tion; for tho*:God hath implanted in ow 
ture, a comprehenſive Knowledge and e 
Divine Notions, and our mind conſents i 
the Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of the 
of God, and approves of the uſcfulneh 
excellency of them: yet there is a pri 
of Sin and Fleſh, which overpowers, and 
rules the mind; ſo that we are not al 
our ſelves to do any good, unleſs we be ira 
ned and powerfully aſſiſted by the Spit 
God. The ſeeds of Holineſs and Right 
neſs are in our Nature, but the ſoil is] 


{ſtifled and decay, unleſs our Luſts be fit 
and our Nature purified and ſanctified) 
grace of God. Some men reje& the me 
God, and reſiſt his grace by continuing i 


and indulging their Luſts, and become. $ 
miſerable and degenerate : others by abſla f 
from Sin, and reſiſting their Luſts as ml 


they can, and by endeavouring to ſerved 


grace of God, which ſubdues their Luſts 
tightens their minds, and ſtrengthens | 
mightily in the inner man: whence in 
the darkneſs is diſpelled, all that is oil 
mean, is in a great meaſure conquered il 


— 
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4 Wh d, and there ſhineth forth, with ea venera- 
mins luſtre, a noble divine Spirit, ador- 
iich many Heavenly gifts and Angelical 


ments. but ſuch men, have nothing to 


; of or glory in ; but ought to be very hum- 
ad thankful to God, who of his great 
reſcues them from the bondage of their . 


and from the domineering power of 

nd inſpires them with the graces and gifts 
ppirit. | 3} 5 
WT There is a great and vaſt diſtante, or dif- 2 Obſer. 
e, betwixt that Angelical God- like Spi- | 
Fhich dwells in, and directs the Children | 
dd, and that Spirit of blindneſs, wicked- 


VW- infidelity, which poſſeſſes, and dwells 
Children of Diſobedience; as great al- 
betwixt a Beaſt or a malicious Fiend, 
ly | holy Angel. And conſequently the al- 


dn, that is wrought on a man, in his 
ſion to God, is very great; can any man 
pon a greater, the alteration, which is 
on a dead Body, in reſtoring it to life 
at, but not equal to it; however the 
ure doth compare it to this for our in- 
on. This being one of the greateſt that 


for his great love, wherewith he loved us, e- 
en we were aead in Sins, hath  quickened us 
with Chriſt. It is called a renewing of 
che ſpirit of our minds; it's called a re- 
ion, or new birth, a new creation of us, 
e new creature in Chriſt jeſus; &. and 
rk his alteration in and upon us, is the 
_ cli: and end of Religion; and is ſuch 
= {dom of God, thinks worthy of the 
4 Incar- 


ink on or obſerve. God who is rich in Eph. 2. . $- 


„ 


4 ration in us, that we may. be meet. for th 1 
heritance of the Saints in lighgngt. 


Gal. 5. 1 5 Ll 


3 Obfer. 


Tacarnation and Sufferings of our B. Lad 
ſus Chriſt, to Redeem us, and of ſending 


neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor ' 


of mind, which together, with the diver 
endowments, education, the divided an 


fractions and ſubdiviſions. Now the mil 


* 


- + 


Holy Ghoſt to Sanctifie us, to work this vii 


Are not theſe men very much to be bl 
who deſtroy Charity the very bond of vill 
and of all vertues, and hinder and oppo 
work of God, by ſharp eager conte 
about ſome inconſiderable diſputable poll 
which caft have no great influence upoi 
great deſign of Religion. For in Chriſt 


cumciſion, but 4 new Creature. 


3. Betwixt men which are very bad, and 
as be very good, there fall in many vario 
divers temperaments of Spirit, and di{poi 


ferent Intereſts of men, muſt produce, ail 
nite variety and diverſity of opinions, WA 
Religion; and divide the Chriſtian Wow 
to many Sects and Parties, and theſe into 


ed zeal and vehemency of ſome Sects, ail 
clamour, ſcuffling and contention whid 
different Parties of Chriſtians are ingag 
about Truth, tempt ſome men to think 
there is no certainty in revealed Religion 
ſeeing theſe various opinions, and hot ll 
tions about Religion, ariſe chiefly fron 
different temperaments of Spirit in men 
their divided Intereſts, they are an ar 
of the folly, weakneſs and per verſeneſs of 
but yield no juſt exception againſt the 
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93 SER MON III. 
(WK vcr ſpicuity of Reveal d Religion: eyen 
1 hs bh we ſee men of probity and ſeriouſneſs 
eigion diſſenting from one another, for 
WW rors eicher engage us in ſome Intereſts - 
ſigns; or have ſomething in them agree- 
to our evil Inclinations; ſo that when 
have the advantage of Education and do 
Wbverc the fundamental Principles of Re- 
they ſink fo deep into the affections of 
and by one device or other, twiſt them- 
into other Principles; that they ſhut. - 
ind againſt the light; or tincture the 
dg of theſe truths which be moſt op- 
co them, with a deep die of their own 
W<xion even in men of probity and ſeri- 
in Religion; who perhaps give Scan- 
ad offend God by nothing ſo much as by 
acharitableneſs. This when we obſerve, 
ald make us very humble and charitable, 
t to ſuſpect, and diſtruſt our ſelves ; and 
= {ct us a-work to examine our hearts and 
ie our minds, from all thoſe Luſts, and 
ices, and ro purge them from the influ- 
ot all theſe by-ends and reſpects, which 
orrupt and byaſs them. | 
Spirit which is in man is the balance 
in he weighs and ponders, all arguments, 
idges of all matters, which fall under his 
ration 3 if this balance be- falſe, it will de- 
im: therefore it highly concerns every man 
mine himſelf, and to try what Spirit guides 
es him. And to make this enquiry and ex- 
oon, it is not needful that a man under- 
angerous voyages by Sea, or long Jour- 
by Land, or that he toil and labour 
= F much 


Lak. 9.54, Saviours Diſciples ſaid unto him, Wilt rom 5 


* 


66 


55, 58. 


and ſaid ye know not what manner of Spirit) 


much which he muſt do who would be 8 
neither is it needful that he learn many if 
guages, and read many books, which he ol 
do, who would be learned; but any nll 
rich or poor, learn'd or unlearn'd, has no 
to do but to look into his own breaſt, M 
ask his own conſcience, for it can inform 
beſt. But after all a man never underro 
harder work than to know himſelf ; for wh 
ever luſt or paſſion may byaſs and perver Wl 
mind in any other caſe, will much rather 
in this. Men know and become acqua 
with one another by converſing together 
quently; a man that would know and h 


9 
Y 


. . . = 91 
quainted with himſelf, muſt converſe frei 
Iy with himſelf, and ask his own conſd 


daily and ſeriouſly concerning himſelf ai 
doings. The Scripture is the beſt reſt, wi 
to try our ſelves ; but then we muſt he 
of perverting the Scripture, to blind and 


o 


den our heart in errors. When two d 


we command fire to come down from Heal 
conſume theſe Samaritans, who would not i 
him, even as Elias did; he turned and rebukeat: 


of ;, for the Son of man came not to deſtro) t 
lives, but to ſave them. No opinions nor 
Ctices are more fierce and cruel, more con 
to Reaſon and Chriſtian Charity, than faal 
ſome men endeavor to juſtifie and aut 
from Scripture, out of a miſguided zeal 
the Honour and Religion of our B. Lord. 

But ſeeing the degeneracy, ſin and miſe!) 5 ( 
Mankind flow from the corruption and diu 
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SERMON III. 


ie humane nature; and ſeeing men can- 
alter nor amend -the condition of their 


re; nor preſerve themſelves from the ſad 
s and conſequents of it: is not their con- 
WH: very piteous? have they not juſt reaſon 
Womplain of the irremediable unavoidable 
of their condition? I proceed now in 
Sth place, 3 

ro ſhew, That the corruption of our Na- 


p01 the goodneſs of God; Seeing, 1. the 
a . = 74 { : 1d "+ d h h 5 ide 
our elves; and, 2. God hath provide 


ient Remedies againſt them. In the proſe- 
6 n of this Point, 0” 

{ci val ſhew, 1. That the corruption of our 
al Nature is from our ſelves. | 
te That God hath provided ſufficient Re- 
be medies againſt it. 5 

t ſhall anſwer a great Objection againſt 
tis. 

mm 


1 ſhall direct to ſome Practical Applica- 
tion. . 


mM | 

ls to the firſt, That the corruption of 
' Nature is of our ſelves; It appears from 
7 hath been ſaid before; that our Nature 


Ar {0 intire and perfect, as it was when it 
u oucof the hand of the Almighty Creator; 


{ud Is under a great diſorder and diſtemper, 
ache ch the rebellion of the Luſts of the Fleſh 
elt Reaſon ; which is very much weakned 
„erer powered by the dominecring ſway of 
— ky, unate affections. The Scriptures give us 


count, of the cauſe and occaſion of 
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adi che conſequents of it, are no imputa- 
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SER MON III. 
this corruption, ſo far as God thinks fit to 
veal it. And it was occaſioned by the v 
tary tranſgreſſing, of a very plain and on 


corrupted impure Parents ſhould promi 
Children of a more excellent and pure 
ture, as that a bitter impure Fountain my 1 

9 ? 


n 


. 


ſend out ſweet clean Water. Tho” then 
corruption of our Nature be univerſal 
5 muſt be acquitted from being the q 
OT It. | | AM 
2. God hath provided an-univerſal Rem 
for the corruption and diſorder of our Wn 
ture; ſo that what we loſt by the firſt 4 
is abundantly repair'd to us by the Sec 
This St. Paul tells us at large, That as by on 
ſin entred into the World, and death by ſin; 
grace of God hath abounded to all men, by 
Chriſt. And though there is a Law in our li 
bers warring againſt the Law in our mind. 
captivating us to the Law of ſin and death; 
thanks be unto God who hath given us the i 
through our Lord Jeſus Christ. Vea and 
we loſt in our firſt Parents is repaired tl 
by Chriſt, to ſuch a degree as effectual 
countervail the ill effects and conſequend 
Original ſin, if men be not wanting to tl 
ſelves: Therefore as by the offence of One, 1 
ment came upon all to condemnation, even ſo h 
righteouſneſs of One, the free gift came in 
men to Juſtification of Life. We are now 


k 


deſtitute of ſufficient ſtrength and gran ll 
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= or natural weakneſs, we are made through 
i that ſtrengthens us able to do all things. 
-over let it be conſidered that God did 
deſign to create man in the full poſſeſſion 
appineſs at firſt; but to train him up to it 
WS: hc tryal of his obedience; there could be 
tryal of obedience without ſome difficulty 


"v8 


or duty, and our firſt Parents having 
10 * er to reſiſt temptations, through want of 
ence and conſideration yielded to the ſug- 
5 ons of Satan and brought upon themſelves 
AE their Poſterity that degeneracy and cor- 
oon of Nature we labour and groan un- 


t ſuppoſe that each man had been treated 
that each of us ſhould have continued in- 
t or fallen for himſelf without the Chil- 
being affected with the impurity and fin 
oeir Parents, ſeeing our firſt Parents conti- 

not long in their primitive happineſs who 


ed advantages that none after them could 
SE and were free from many diſadvantages 
Wtcmptations which would have aſſaulted and 
ambred all others, its like in that caſe very 
would have been ſaved, and ſuch a condition 
dſſible and conſiſtent with the Laws of Na- 
would have been much worſe than the con- 
dn man is in now, in which the ſafety and 
ation of mankind is in the hand of a mer- 
and powerful Redeemer, to whom the Go- 
Wnt of the World particularly of man- 
s committed, in order to his advancing 
_ happineſs. So that our preſent condition 
eccer than man could have wiſhed or deſired 

1 | FS: for 


quer the World and the Fleſh” : notwithſtan- | 
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forhimſelf. I come now to the Third tui 
which I propounded, viz. To anſwer an (nin 
jection againſt this Doctrine. —_— 

3. The Objection is this, Chriſt diſpenſi 
his grace to Men, by the miniſtry and eff 
of ſome external means, viz. The Word 
God and the Sacraments of the Chriſtian 
ligion, appointed and bleſſed by him for 
end, the diſpenſation of thoſe external men 
is in the hand of degenerate corrupted Mail 


and it often falls out that many are depri 


of good education, and other means of Grail 
and Salvation, through the default of G0 
thers, Parents, Miniſters of the Goſpel, on 
Yea whole Nations are deſtitute of the mei 
of Salvation, for many Generations throuli 


the default of their forefathers and others, ul 


have not ſuch juſt reaſon to complain, ſell 
their Nature is corrupted and depraved, an. 
that not for their own Sin, but by the Sin 
another, v:z. of their Firſt Parents, and i 
they are deprived of the means which God H 
provided for their reſtoration, by the Wi 
edneſs and Injuſtice of others alſo. 

It's Anſwered, that the Corruption of al 
Nature, and all the conſequents of it, the d 
generacy of Men, and their injuſtice to d 
another be of our ſelves, and God is not ui 
cauſe of them. But for your further ſatisav 
on | | _ = 

1. I ſhall lay before you the dreadful Gui 
the horrid Injuſtice and Wickedneſs of tho 
by whoſe fault others are deprived of the meal 
nnn. 


by 
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man ſhew you that God hath provided 
cient remedy againſt this Injuſtice, and 


Beſides the internal cauſe: of the degene- 
of Mankind, the corruption of our Na- 
and evil Inclinations from within, there 
ny external cauſes of it, and temptati- 
om without, particularly there is the 
of the external means of grace, through 
ri ele and default of thoſe; who are obli- 
O diſpenſe and afford them, | eſpecially 
oa is the want of good Education, for E- 
on has a mighty influence to form and 
che Spirits of men; a prudent manage- 
ef young Perſons corrects their evil tem- 
nd the more carefully the impreſſions of 
> and Piety, be ſtamped upon their ten- 


5 
e | 4. 


Hearts, inſomuch that if one who has 
enefit of a good Education, ſhould after- 
be engaged in a wicked courſe, the ſeeds 
ty and Virtue carefully and timely ſown, 
any occaſion of his relenting and taking 
rate into conſideration, are apt to revive 
e very uſeful towards his recovery: Train 

Child in the way he ſhould go, and when 
| Old he will not depart from it; but if 
Iren be abandoned to the ſwing of cor- 


iring with their evil Inclinations, to 
ee tm in the ways and courſes of this 
ea World. Their Luſts and an Irreligious 
—_ mt grow up ſpeedily to an incon- 
N lable obſtinacy, inflexible to all ſeriouſneſs 
"ol F 4 | in 
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ad effects and conſequents of the weak- 
ad corruption of our Nature. 


Wiable minds, they fink the deeper into 


Nature and expoſed to Temptations, 


"x 


in Religion, and an untractable ſtiffneſs and thi 


neſs which will not yield to be moulded, Jas" | 
cording to the principles and precepts of 


= Chriſtian Doctrine, and the means of in 
J ; i | & ft * 

4 on and grace, may ever thereafter prove 

| leſs ſucceſsful, if. not altogether ineffeQua, I 
8 The greateſt and moſt viſible cauſe of 


encreaſe of the Wickedneſs and Miſerie 
Mankind, is the want of good Education, Wi 
the malignant force and influence of bad E 
ple. That man lays a foundation of nant 
Wickedneſs and Miſchief to men, who af 
not his Children the means of Holineſs, i 
Righteoufaeſs, but by his bad Example eng 
them into an irreligious courſe of living, if 
all his Children are apt to be as unjuſt tou 
Poſterity, and fo the Folly and Wickedneß 
men encreaſe and multiply ſpeedily, eſpedi 
if we conſider that for one of ſuch a race, 
forſakes his wicked ways, many of a good 
will go over to their ſide, either through i 
negligence of men, otherwiſe good in init" 
. ing and educating their Children, or thr 
the bad example and infection of the vid 
or the perverſeneſs and folly of ſome 
will not receive nor obey the Truth. Thee 
curring and conſpiring of many things togeti 
is neceſſary to make a man Good and Hi 
and the want or defect of any of them, il 
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: | hinder the effect, on the other hand, there ll 
= many cauſes of the degenerating of men, uM 
þ | any one of them is ſufficient, to produce 


eftect, wherefore one Wicked Debauch'd perl I? 
in a Town or a Pariſh, is like a Plague wil 
corrupts and infects the Air, to be a wi 
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Gickedneſs and ungodly practices, or to ; 
em related wantonly and ſlightly, catch- 2 
1 of the evil inclinations of men, in- ' 
heir imagination or memory, ſticks lon- 
an we are aware of, and will revive af. 
long time, and ſtrike in with any temp- 
to the like wickedneſs. If then one ge- 

Wn of men be generally corrupted, the 
rating of ſucceeding generations ſeems 
ole.“ Thus it was before the Floud, the 
ty of Cain was degenerate and wicked, 

e Poſterity of Seth began at length to 

= with them, and to be corrupted by 
= untill all fleſh corrupted their way before 
and provoked him to deſtroy them. 

w dreadful is the guilt of thoſe men, 

ſtill into the minds of men pernicious 
and miſchievous principles, Hypocritical 

tions, uncharitable Teachers and Prea- 

_ who do not obey the truth, but obey 
ceouſneſs, do more hurt and miſchief to 
cd than any other ſort of men. They com- Matt. 22 
, Land to make one Proſelyte, and 15. 
eis made, they make him twofold more the 
of Hell than themſelves, their Hypocritical 
ſe, big Words and pretended Zeal for 
lory of God, which make a greater noiſe 
bow in the World than true Piety and ſo- 
rtue, give them intereſt and authority o- 
eat Multitudes, the glaring painted beau- 

their outſide, procures them reſpect and 
_ © do great miſchief, they pervert the 
a8 and obtrude upon men under the 
ot Divine Authority, Principles and 
ons, which are inconſiſtent with the com- 
—_— : mon 
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to which theſe Ghoſtly Fathers ſound the a 


Countries and deſolation of Churches, a} 


done by the Scribes and Phariſees, in the 
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mon ſenſe of men, and the Laws and Maxin 
ſociety, and beget great animoſities, (WAS 
contentions and much bitterneſs of Spi 
mong men, which break out often in H 
Perſecutions, inteſtine commotions and oi 


and which frequently end in the utter rut 


God, whoſe Miniſters they profeſs to be, ³⁶⁵ 
lighted in nothing ſo much as in humane wn 
fices,and the confuſions and miſeries of Maui 
A Negligent or a Scandalous Prophane Ce 
an innocent thing in compariſon of a 
ſaical Uncharitable Clergy, a Profane d 
diſgrace the Religion which they profeſs, 
though it be a falſe one, and are in a 0 
deracy with mens intereſts and paſſion 
make the daily Sacrifices abhorred, but! 
are not capable of doing ſo much miſt 
as the other, who can think on the mil 


of our Saviour to the Jews, without nn 
terrified at the guilt of them who are 

Succeſſors in ſuch arts and practices; it ws 
deed the folly and miſery of that Peopl 
it is of many other, that they loved to 
ceived. But ſeeing the diſpenſation of tht 
ternal means of Grace and Salvation, is 
mitted to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, d 
their Profaneneſs, Negligence and Unfaid 
neſs, or their Hypocriſie and Uncharitabla 
muſt do much miſchief and give great ola 
and how much do's the one and the othe 
teſt the Church by turns, and hinder the 
ceſs. of the Goſpel. Wo unto the World vn 


ff 
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ia you Scribes and Phariſees, Hyporrites, for 
e Kingdom of Heaven aint men: 


ither go in your ſelves, neither ſuffer ye them 
a entring to go in. „ 

l e is much diſputing about the manner 
corruption of the humane Nature is 
e down to Adam's Poſterity ? But the 
 W_ 2d Education, and the inſtructing 
ni 7 2crousHereſies, miſchievous unpeace- 
Wn ciples and opinions, is a viſible cauſe 


from the experience and obfervation 
in all Ages of the World, and periods 
hurch, and therefore all Men, all Go- 
pts, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, that have 
for the Honour of God and Religion, 
Wcern for the happineſs of themſelves 
eerity, will carefully and zealouſſy pro- 
e guard againſt chis cauſe of their fol- 
iſery. 

every man in a degenerate age is con- 
o take heed to himſelf, and whatever 


legenerating and miſery of Mankind, as 


| 0 res, for it muſt needs be that offences come. Mat. 18.7. 


„ ihr man by whom the offence. cometh. * * 


% 


al 
pl ntages he may be under through bad 
on, bad Company, the factiouſneſs and 
the ing profaneneſs of Men, he ought to en- 
> ( Ir to overcome them all, by the diligent _ 
F the means of Grace and Salvation, ſtrong 
ao 05, and earneſt application to God for 
Ml erful aſſiſtance of his grace, who never 
j ſaopport, dire& and ſtrengthen men ac- 
WS © cheir neceſſities, and the danger of 


ircumſtances, if they be conſtant and ſin- 
cheir addreſſes to him. I proceed to 


* 
2. 
\ 


| ads of Worſhip, by a publick profeſſion 


by one and the ſelf ſame. ſpirit dwell 


1 Cori 12. 
11, 12. 


was ever entruſted to men under him. 


ciful Creator and Redeemer in order 1 = 
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SERMON III. 1 
2. That God hath provided a ſuffcia 
medy againſt all the ſad effects and i 
quents of the corruption of our Nail 
hath done all that becomes a wiſe and 


ſerve men from degenerating and prop 
ungodlineſs, by their uncharitableneſs and 
ſtice to the Souls of one. another, for 
conſider, 3 . 

All the Covenants of God, all Ms 1 
and diſpenſations of his grace, were gin 17 
belong to a Society of men, united in a 
external Communion, by external ritsf 


fame Religion, by their ſubjection and 
ence to the ſame Laws, and acknowled 
of the ſame Head and. Governour, and 1 
ſpiritually to Chriſt there Head, and tot 
nother as fellow members of his myſtical 


them; directing, ruling and quickning a 
each of them; and dividing unto then 
rally, divers gifts and meaſures of gract 
wills. Ir's better for men that the affairs 
Salvation and Happineſs, be entruſted tot 
miniſtration and conduct of the Holy 6G 
than to the conduct and wiſdom of man: 
as they were committed to the firſt Ad 
the diſpenfation of the external means of 


It muſt be acknowledged, it is the g 
truſt that ever was depoſited. into the 
of frail man: And it is the greateſt bun 
chat ever was beſtowed on men, to imploy Wn 
as. fellow workers with the Spirit of Gol 


= SERMON II. EC 
as the Kingdom of Chriſt; and car- 
n © great a deſign for the honour of 
and good of men. 
it cannot be denyed,but that God hath 
nto Man as he is a ſociable Creature, 
nt means of ſecuring him againſt that in- 
and uncharitableneſs, which is a main 
f his degenerating ; for he hath laid 
igazions upon him, and given him ſuch 
ons and directions, ſuch overtures of 
and grace, as are needful for, and ac- 
dated to, the condition of the humane 
and are ſufficient to engage and enable 
d perform their duty to God and Man, 
one another: theſe are the only ways 
aſons whereby, men could be governed, 
d and bound to their duty to God, and 
another, from generation to generation; 
that means preſerved from degenera- 
ad all theſe obligations and reaſons are 
tc, the moſt powerful, and the moſt 
for this ſtate and condition that could 
Wn {ht on; ſo that the proviſion made by 
Wor the reſtoration and happineſs of man- 
W ſufficient for that end, and the beſt that 
ible; but the ſin and folly of men, and 
| effects and conſequents of it, in reſpe& 
nſelves and their poſterity muſt be charg- 
dn mankind, who are as unthankful and 
ul to their Creator, as they are unjuſt 
uſchievous to one another. God hath 
Wan a ſociable Creature, and preſerves and 
dim by, and according to the princi- 
Y his Nature, and as men receive many 
and benefits, or are puniſhed by the 
1 Miniſtry 
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and Offices, to promote the good and h 


Is not a Steward very much to be blame 


SERMON III. 


Miniſtry of neceſſary Cauſes; even ſo 
able intelligent agents, they are the me 
inſtruments which providence makes u 
diſpenſe bleſſings and mercies, or calamiii 
puniſhments to ſerve the deſigns of hi 
dom, goodneſs and juſtice in the Goyen 
of mankind. Vid. Scots Christian life yy 
"mercy chap. 4. paragr. 5. pt: 
The whole World is as it were God's nl 
wherein each Creature hath its proper nan 
and Office, to ſerve the purpoſes of . 
nite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God ill 
but eſpecially Mankind are united by th 
of Society, and have their different $f 


of one another, in reſpect of their Bod 
Souls; all are under indiſpenſible obli 
to perform the duties and Service oft 
ſpective Stations and Relations, and . 
fail in the diſcharge of their duty, are tn 
thors of great diſturbance and diſorder ii 
family, they croſs and contradict the whe 
laws of God, the common Father ail 
ſter of all, and are injurious to tha 
low ſervants, depriving them of thoſe bk 
and benefits, which the love and care 
great Lord ordain'd and allotted to the 
are highly accountable to him, for n 
his Children and Servants of their Pal 


waſtes his Maſters goods and miſuſes his 
dren and Servants; if a King, a Magi 
Miniſter, a Parent be unfaithful to that 


which God hath committed to them, ol 


ming their Maſters goods upon their 1 149 


2 1 


cs his Children and Servants, they tranſ- 
ad diſturb the Laws and Order of our 


. . and treſpaſs very much upon the good- 
1 God, who is offended at nothing more 


Pur injuſtice and uncharitableneſs, in neg- 
thoſe duties and good offices we owe to 
dies and Souls of one another, his Uni- 


1 WT Fatherly care and kindneſs to all, made 
F> 4" by his works revealed by his Word 
Ss and Commandments to us, are 
HW n-dation of our endeavours and prayers 1 


h for all Mankind, and be ſure God is 
Ready to hear, than we to pray. | 
there can be no fault in God's govern- 
World, according to the Springs, Prin- 
Ind Powers which he implanted in the 
of things at firſt, for this is the end 
e of all natural powers and faculties. 
ence did begin where Creation ended, 
cceeds governing all things accordipg- 
can God order and govern them o- : 
eee. without unraveling his own Creati- 


WW mending his Workmanſhip, ſo that if 
ee any error or blemiſh, it muſt have 


the Creation and Contrivance of things 
and | 6 
Objection raay be farther urged thus, Obje#t. 
governs man according to the Laws of reinfor- 
ature, and omits nothing that is conſi- . 


oi fich his government of them, by and ac- 
i > the principles thereof, for to pro- 
11 = their happineſs. But why did God make 
mo pf fo weak fallible and frail a Nature? 


" i [Ny is the humane nature ſo much cor- 
mo, and depraved ? the wicked heart of 
5 man, 


SERMON IL Fl 
man, maketh all that God hath done fo; AA. 
Salvation of none effect, at leaſt to tui 
ſmall account, and the reaſons of this «i 
tion are ſo Juſt, and ſo well founded, i 
it's ſaid, it repented the Lord, that he 
made man on the Earth, and it grieved hi 
his Heart. All the difficulties on this {i 
are comprehended in this. I offer the fi 
ing particulars to be conſidered in anſweri 

1. This is anſwered directly by the Spi 


Iſai 29. God in his word. Shall the thing framed q 


16. him that framed it he had no Wiſdom ? $1 

. thing formed ſay to him that formed it why hill 

Rom. 9. made me thus? Hath not the Potter power oi 

2C, 4 clay of the ſame lump, to make one Veſſel u 
and another to diſhonour ? God hath concluui 

Rom. 11. (both Jews and Gentiles,) in unbelief, 1 = | 

32, 33,34, might have mercy upon all. O the depth 


3536. riches both of theWiſdom and Knowledge 
how unſearchable are his Fudgments, and hi 
paſt finding out? for who hath known the ni 
the Lord; or who hath been his councellor ? vn 
hath firſt given to him and it ſhallbe recompi 
him again. Seeing no creature hath give 
unto God, it becomes all to be ſatisfied | 
what God is pleaſed to give to them, and0 
not to complain for his not giving thi 
more excellent Nature, and greater blel 
For of him, and through him, and to him « 
things, to whom be glory for ever and ever. | 
ſhould not ſaucily inquire into thingsabove 
reach, ſuch pride is very offenſive and uni 
and is apt to betray men into dangerous ei 
and blaſphemous Impieties. ol 


* 


1 SERMON III. 

et men turn their minds and thoughts, 
ore and mercy of God in Chriſt, and 
ere frail and ſinful and wretched man is, 


i ore wonderful is the love of God, in 
| ſcending to concern himſelf after ſuch a 
| Ilous manner, about ſuch low mean Crea- 

th ne hath wrought many Miracles, raiſed 

fa ny Prophets for the Inſtruction and Re- 

Aion of Men, and he ſent his only Son 

bu he appointed Heir of all things, by whom 


ee made the World, to take upon him 
ture which we are apt to deſpiſe ſo much. 
= God hath honoured our Nature ſo much 
= ime it into a Perſonal Union with the 
= Nature, let us be aſhamed to complain of 
aaneſs and wretchedneſs of it. Chriſt the 
on of the Father, hath intereſſed him- 
far in our Salvation, that he Died in 
ature, was Buried and Roſe again for our 
o that he is engag'd both out of Love 
and for the honour of his Name, to 
e and afford us ſuch aſſiſtance of his 


an and Grace, as js needful for us in this 
a of Weakneſs, Sin and Miſery, and the 
( WS of grace are adapted in ſuch à wonder- 
anner, to carry+on the deſign of our Sal- 
7 „as makes it evident, that they are the 


ove; be ſure nothing is omitted for the 
cement of his Kingdom and Honour and 
alvation, that may be conſiſtent with the 
m and principles of our Nature, and no- 
aon hinder our Salvation, but our own 
and obſtinate wickedneſs. 

6 | G 3. Men 


vance of his incomprehenſible Wiſdom 


SERMON III. 

3. Men have no reaſon to complain i 
weakneſs and corruption of their Natur WA 

ing they are not to ſet about the wall 
their Salvation, truſting in theiy own ſtrellff 
and merits, but in the ſtrength and mer 
Chriſt, whoſe ſtrength is perfected i 
weakneſs, and his grace is ſufficient u 

moſt gladly ſhould we therefore acknoy| by 4 

our weakneſs and corruption, and by We 
glorify the Mercy and Grace of Chriſt on 
viour; but if men through Infidelity andi 

. endeavour to Juſtifie themſelves, and to 
bliſh their own Righteouſneſs, excuſingi 
ſelves from the performance of what is 

their ſtrength, charging their ſins and di 

upon the weakneſs and corruption off 

— Nature, and fo throwing them upon 6 
Author of Nature, and will not be bl 

to Chriſt for his Mercy and Grace, 
ſhall very much deceive themſelves. 
men very abſurd and unreaſonable to cu 
of their Nature, and yet to have ſuch 
conceit of rheir own Reaſon and Wiſdon, 
they will not with due reverence ſubmit! 
taught by the Word and Spirit of Gol! 
eaſily quit themſelves of the obligatio 
Revealed Religion, * by denying or dimii 
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* The Holy Scriptures are of divine inſpiration, for the Hi 
did direct and ſuperintend the Prophets and Apoſtles, in wr 
things which their own Underſtandings, Memories, or Records u 
fations furniſhed them with; be brought thoſe things to ubeiri 
brance which they had forgotten, and did immediately reveal ſa 
and explain other things to their minds, he furniſhed them ni 
per occaſions, excited, directed and aſſiſted them, 10 improve 1:8 
ſerving the various ends, and manifold views and purpoſes of gh 
nite Wiſdom, allowing of their choice of Words and Things, .. 


1 SERMON III. 82 
Eien: for bis ends and deſigns, and interpoſing by bis direction 
e Judgment and Memory would have failed and miſguided 
=. bis all the inſpiration, that was needful. 
epat in them ſome ſenſe and underſtanding of thoſe things which hs 
ttely revealed to their minds, and made uſe of their underſtand- 
revealing them to others, ſo that his immediate revelation, bore 
racters 2 their ſtile and genius, and what was of their Fudg- 
emory and Diligence, was under the Holy Spirit's , immediate 
4d ſuperintendency, ſo that the whole compoſition is of Divine 
c, and bears evident marks and footſteps of the genius and 
e ſeveral Prophets and Apoſtles, who were the Fen- men of 
pute of our Religion were conveyed to us in Earthen veſſels, 
tar and addreſs to us with as much of a mean, humane form 
Hiar guiſe, as is ſuitable to the Doctrine of him, who revea- 
on- Nature. | | | 
ii: of God makes no account of thoſe things, about the knows 
ereof the Spirit of Man is very curious, inquiſitive and preciſe, 
se all the little niceties, ſcruples and queſtions of a triſting, or 
Wo: hiughty Spirit, cannot be clearly reſolved from the Scriptures 3 
2 argument againſt the Divine Inſpiration of them, but thas 
ow the Spirit miraculouſly, to have interpoſed by bis direction, 
nen in them, and that the knowledge of them is no wiſe ſervicea- 
Ws defign : for the ways and methods which the Wiſdom of man 
ee 4/olutcly needful, or proper, to ſerve ſome ends and purpoſe, 
of God may diſallow and diſprove, for bis ways are not 
rs, nor his thoughts like our thoughts, therefore in things 
e 0 God, we are apt to build upon falſe Principles. | 
cr our B. Saviour did not gratify bis bearers in anſwering curi- 
lions, but did check them, and endeavoured to turn their minds, 
ponſideration of things of greater ſeriouſneſs and importance; 
berefore ſcruples and queſtions about ſome inconſiderable matters 
thy mind, which tend to weaken the Authority of the Scriptures, 
iniſh that reverence that is due 10 them; think thou doſt hear 
Wit of Chriſt in his word, ſaying theſe things are not worth the 
but behold, J offer to thy confederation things of greater ſeriouſ- 
d importance to thy Immortal Soul, and conſider the manifold Argu- 
which prove the Divine Authority of God's Word, > 
dermore we are in 4 ſtate of 1ryal, and it is probable, the Spi- 
ol might on purpoſe leave the Penmen of the Scriptures, 0 
d ſome real, or an miſtakes about circumſtances, or inconſide- 
matters; and Providence by the corruption, or various Readings 
eis, night adviſedly give ocraſion to raiſe diſputes, about the 
HP”: cepies and Originals of the "Scriptures, in order to wy and 
ON | Gi - prove 


>, 


* 


prove the Spirits of men; whereupon ſome diſcover their prof, WR 
godly temper of Spirit, others a blameable wetkneſs 1 Faith, Mu 
give evidence and proof of a ſtrong Faith and wonderful Love ol 

as Abraham, David and all the Martyrs. God did thus try h 

ple at the Red Sea, and upon many other occaſions, and they wil 
10 follow the Fudgment and Sence of Reaſon, formed upon the gy 
appearances and circumſtances of things, and the ſuggeſtions wil 
cluſions of humane Wiſdom, and forſook God, complaining ani 
muring againſt him, whereas they ſhould have given up themſety 
the directions of Faith, in the Promiſes, Wiſdom and Power of Wl 
and then ſhould they have given proof of their Faith and hyni 
miſſion, to the Wiſdom and Will of God. EL lai 


the Divine Authority of the Scriptures. | * 
complain that Chriſt hath laid an heavy 1 
upon them, which they are not able to 
becauſe they are not able for it without 
help of his grace, for which they will nM 
obliged to him, but think they have full 
charged their duty, if they do as much «nl 
can eaſily, without laying too great a re- 
upon their Nature, or intrenching too Wn 
upon the pleaſures and liberties of it, _ 
God will not axcept this ſervice, are we 
to fly in his Face and accuſe him of into 
ble Severity and Tyranny ; they muſt contin 
in their Sins, under the Wrath and Cur 
God, who think it below them to be fave 
the Son of God; is not their condemm 
Juſt, who chuſe to Periſh rather than nd 
Javed by their own Righteouſneſs, whoc 
rather to receive damnable Errors and H 
ſies, than not be guided by their own 
ſon and Knowledge, as the ſtandard wi 
the Wiſdom of God in his Word mill 
Judged and Examined, the murmuring ee 
complaints of ſich againſt God, are as vl 
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„reaſonable, as they are bold and blaſ- 
os; If therefore, this Objection founded 
WE weakneſs and corruption of the humane 
e, be well grounded, then let us be as 
e as this imports we ought to be, though 
W weak and ſinful, yet if we be deſtitute 
Ih mercy and grace as be ſufficient for us, 
oon fault, our Pride and being inſen- 
f our Weakneſs and Miſery, is the 
auuſe of it; Pride was. the chief cauſe of 
aelity and Rejection of the Gentiles; pro- 
tmemſelves to be Wiſe, they became 
and of the Infidelity and Rejection of 
Ius, For they being ignorant of God's Righ- Rom. 10, 
, and going about to eſtabliſh their own Righ- 3. 
, have not ſubmitted themſelves into the 
% Odd. i 
eery hard and difficult to us to diſclaim 
ch in our ſelves, and to live in the, ex- 
rf that bumility, and ſelf denial which 
[tian Religion enjoyns us; the way to 
ss narrow, and there be but few that 
the conflict is very hard, and there be 
t overcome; but theſe few will obtain 
Wpcakable happineſs and marvellous glory. 
rd for us to ſay that man could not have 
aved by any other means, than by the In- 
ion and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
d; hut we may rather ſay, that the hu- 
Nature by no other means could have 
bxalted to ſo great honour, perfection and 
W 25 it is advanced to, in the perſon of 
oer B. Lord, and will be exalted to, in 
Hes, at the Day of the laſt judgment. 
condider che meanneſs and wretchedneſs 
He G 3 of 


n - g 
* C — N 
© : ; 5 i * # ** 
* 
| o 2 ö 5 - 4 
. * * * mo . * 


of the humane Nature, man is a wom 
foundation is in the duſt; we may be angn__ 
and aſtoniſhed to ſee our ſelves, the Chili 
of duſt and corruption, advanced to a Conf 
nion, of the glory and honour of Jeſus ( 
the only Son of God, who in our Naturej 
alted to the right hand of God, far abo 
the Angels, ſo that the name of Chriſt win 
glorified, not ſo much by the great nhnn_ 
of them that ſhall be ſaved by him, for th 
be but few in compariſon of the multi 
. that chuſe the ſervice of the Devil, ard pill 
E everlaſting fire with him; as by that uh 
E ph. 1. able glory, perfection and happineſs, thoſe 
18, 19, 20, wretched Creatures and ſinful duſt, and 
27 that believe in his Name, ſhall be advan 
„ie. when he ſhall come to be glorified in his WM 
aãdaund to be admircd in all them that believe 


þ chat God is to be acquitted from bell 
cauſe of it; but that of his free Met 
hath provided a ſufficient Remedy agaw 

1 inſomuch, that the condition we are in, à 

wy. than any other we could have wiſhed or di 

Cl And J have ſhewed you the main cauſe 0 

— degeneracy, ſin and miſery of mankind nl 

condition, and who are to be blamed for ton 

and that we are very unjuſt to throw the ii 
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upon God, who hath done all that is 
Ant with the Laws of Nature, eſtabliſhed 
60 prevent them: thus I have reſcued 
aodneſs of God to all Men, out of the 
bf a dreadful Objection. I proceed, 


ving God; but our Nature is capable 
„, and obliges us toit; for man is endued 


ed to the mere objects of ſenſe and things 
It before us, but has a vaſt ſcope and 
ect, by means of which he ſurveys the 
rie, embraces the whole World, and 


deo come, as thoſe that are preſent. The 
at was in former times, nor anxiety a- 


bat may come after; but only applies 
1 G 4. as it 


karge comprehenſive mind, which is not 


within his verge as well things paſt, and 


nam no kind of notice of, or concern 
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ought to offer up to God thoſe praiſes 


in the great and vaſt Volume of the Cre 


ons; even his eternal Power and Godhe 


and labour; he is not capable of aiming 


which belong to it: But is it not very di 


2 
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it ſelf to the preſent exigencies and comp 7. M0 
cies of the Body; but Man enquires how 9 
paſt of old, long before he was born, and 
ſo very anxious and thoughtful what may 

hereafter; ſo that his Mind and know 
concerns it ſelf in the whole frame of N 
and in all Revolutions of Providence, 


are due to him, from the Inferiour Creu 
and in their behalf acknowledge his tende 
and clement Government of them. Gol 


diſplayed the Glories of his inviſible Pell 


Characters legible and intelligible by us;a 
ſhould apply our ſelves to conſider and 
ſtand them. Is it not an angelical, hon 
exerciſe, with Angels and bleſſed Spimi 
praiſe and admire the goodneſs and 
compaſſions of God towards his Creature; 
by that means to have our Souls lifted nn 
Heaven, and repleniſhed with pure Light nn 


| ng from the Glory of God in his W on W 
Therefore theſe men are much to be bl 


who do. not live up to the dignity al 
fection of their Nature, but fink into a RP 
inconſideration and forgetfulneſs of God, ü 
cerning themſelves about nothing but W 
Bodies, and the affairs of this World. 
more is expected of the Ox, but that be 
after his fodder, and eat, and drink, andi 


thing above the preſervation of the {a 
Nature, and the ſatisfaction of theſe Ap 


242 Nan to become like unto him, and 
rat nothing better and more excellent 
ST; cating, drinking, ſleep and repoſe, to 
E the weakneſs, and repair the decay of 
dy, and to aſfvage the pain of hunger, 
and wearineſs, which being removed, the 
eis preſently over; after hunger is ſatis- 
cry new morſel is an overcharging of 
and occaſions pain and diſorder, ſo 
n grow weary of cating, drinking, ſleep- 
ill hunger, thirſt and fatigue return, 
e them a new reliſh again; and thus 
o round in the ſame circle of eating, 
be, ſleeping, hungring, thirſting and la- 
; and may they not be weary to live 
ole life, repeating the ſame things over 
er again? Is it not a diſgraceful thing 
r lan to be imployed mainly in ſuch a 
and round, and to aim at nothing above 
+ ASS: happineſs? O Man ! if thou wert a 
gal, chou would ſing as Nightingals 
ov that thou art a Man, why doſt not 
bat becomes a man to do? „ 
hath made us capable of looking back 
gn; paſt, forward at things to come, of 
ring things paſt, preſent and to come, 
Wiling obſervations, making inferences, 
Irawing concluſions, and he hath revea- 
ad recorded in his Word, many things 
rning his proceedings with Mankind in 
nt times, his remarkable Judgments up- 
cked men, as the deſtruction of the Old 
, by the Floud ; of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
pa ee and Brimſtone from Heaven; and many 
ces of his tender care of Good Men; and we 
5 | 1 0 | 4x. 2 
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have recorded his various diſpenſationsti 
1 1 Gor, 10. his Ancient People, Unto whom mam Wl 
| 11. happened for enſamples, and are written for wifi 
monition, upon whom the ends of the World ai 
Moreover he who hath the ſupreme gi 
of Souls, diſcovers to us in his Word th 
5 mortality of our Soul, and aſſures us 
1 Righteous judgment to paſs upon all ni 
' the World to come, and with the on 
plainneſs ſhews us the nature and dan 
Sin; and however it may fair with wil 
men in this World, unſpeakable Miſem 
Everlaſting Fire, will be their portion nl 
World to come, and he ſhews us in his 
upon what terms we may have Ever 
*. [ Life, and gives us an account of the 
ſtate of our Souls, and of what conditii 
abiding them, upon their being diſlodo 
our Bodies. Now to do what becomes 8 
to do, and to live up to the vaſt capaciti 
comprehenſive faculties of our mind, is 
| ouſly to look back at the proceedi 
God towards his Ancient People, to H 
to heart, to raiſe ſuch obſervations, to 
ſuch inferences for our inſtru&ion and gol 
ment of our Lives, as becomes reaſonable 
to do, to live up to the dignity of our! 
ture, 1s to look forward at the World to « 
and that Righteous Judgment, which 5 
paſs upon all men in another Life, and i 
great rewards which are to be diſtribu 
the Righteous Judge of the World, and 0M 
fo frequent and ſerious in thoſe meditatl 
untill che belief of theſe truths poſſeſs our m 
govern our Spirits, and give rules and men 
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= «SERMON IL. 
or ations and Behaviour, then ſhall it 
and natural for us to behave and live 


a WS avoid theſe Everlaſting Miſeries, 


l ill be the pagtion of the Damned, fo 
thy bbtain that Everlaſting Joy and, Glo- 
us 


cn will be the inheritance of the Saints. 
nature of Angels to Love and Praiſe 


e once enlightned and purified with 
eee of the truth, the worſhip of God 
ads of obedience to him, become natu- 
—_— delightful, and all Sin even Omiſſions, 


cc of the Law of God, derive the Light, 
and Goodneſs of the Divine Nature, 


ad we in him; they who live up to 


the grace of God, and by that means 
ag their Nature above it ſelf, into a 
ance of the Divine Nature! O how 
o they love God, how heartily do they 
bim! for the excellent endowments and 
ions of their Nature, for the means of 
and the hope of Glory, and the joy and 
It which unfolds it ſelf in all the parts of 
venly converſation, is to them a pledge of 
ſting Joy and Felicity. 

continue and go on in a courſe of Sin 
ickedneſs, do's more and more diſorder 
pervert our Nature, and ſinks us daily 
into darkneſs, folly and wretchedneſs, 
ve follow the ſublime tendencies of our 
re, and purſue theſe works and deſigns 


door Nature prompts us unto, and in 


) 


WE to Obey his Will; even ſo if our 
uneaſie and painful, for the love and ; 


or Nature, and God is faid to dwell ' 


7 #5 tfection of their Nature, making a right 


which 
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SERMON III. 
which we find a natural happineſs and ſatis, 
on, by dying daily to Sin, and living de- 
and more to Righteouſneſs; we ſhall denn 
the ſight and happineſs of the divine Per 
cons, more and more upon our Immortal v.59 
Thus I have explained the goodneſs of Ger 
all men, as to the noble endowments andere 
lency of the Soul. I 
2. The goodneſs of God in enduing ni h 
with an excellent Nature appears, if we d 
ſider the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God, 
the make and contrivance of his B! 
which is wonderfully adapted and compo 
to lodge and be ſubſervient to his Imman 
Comprehenſive Soul. How wonderful is 
contrivance of that Eye, which reacheth 
height of Heaven in a moment, which ba 
of a {mall compaſs, receives the percept 
of ſo great a number, of ſo vaſt a variey! 
objects of ail ſorts and ſizes ? How wonde 
is the contrivance of that Ear? which hear 
ſounds and tunes in the Air, perceiving l 
leaſt variation in them? the more 
think upon this, the more marvellous and 
mazing do's it appear. How wonderful Wh... 
that Tongue, which can imitate all forts H 
tunes, and form articulate ſounds or wol 
whereby men communicate and impart tl 
thoughts and ſentiments of their minds to 0. 1, 
another; and ſerve all the ends and purpoſp aq; 
of commerce and Society? How uſeful are fl 
two Hands of each man? more are not nei, 
ful; yet one of them cannot be wanted, anl,.. 
they have juſt ſuch a number of fingers, JW, 
and motions, as make them fit and uſeful 1 Ws 
plowing, ſowing, digging and the * 5 
| | racy 
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des and Imployments which men exerciſe 
mſebves in, Labouring folk ought to think 
ſelves very much beholden to that wiſdom 

goodneſs, which: hath contrived them to beſo 
verſally uſeful, for earning their Bread, 
being beneficial to others; the Rich, 
Kings and Governors of the World, 
bave many Servants and Soldiers, im- 
ed in their ſervice and for their ſafety 
defence, though the hands of all theſe men 
at their Command, and imployed in what 
ice they pleaſe, yet all theſe hands could 
ſufficiently ſupply the want of either of 
r own. Whoſe Wiſdom and Goodneſs, O 
, hath provided thee of theſe hands? I think 
an will pretend to have furniſhed himſelf 
them, neither have his Parents done it, 
the Woman that is with Child knoweth 
how the Bones grow in her Womb; the 
ation of Infants in the Womb, is compared 
he works of God in the Bowels,'and hid- 
parts of the earth, where Silver, Gold, 
nes, Metals and Minerals are formed in a 
nderful manner, for the Womb is as dark 
op or work-houſe as the other, and is not 
ſpacious but is very ſenſible and incumbred 
i an infinite number, and variety of Parts 
Organs; yet the Mother underſtands as 
le how that curious piece of workmanſhip 
amioned and Framed there, as the earth 


11 l y Mothers womb, I will praiſe thee, for I am 18. 
SWF ily 4nd wonderfully made: Marvellous are thy 
ful f 7 5 

.nifolÞ ;" and that my Soul knoweth right well; my 


| ſtance Was not hid from thee, when I was made in 


s how the Stones &c. are formed and grow. Pal. 129. 
haſt poſſeſt my Reins, Thou haſh covered me 13, 14, 18, 


Secret, and curiouſly wrought in the loweſt pat 
the Earth: thine Eyes did ſee my Subſtance jn 


We ſhall be convinced that all that Life; 


duſt and aſhes and dead bones which beth 


E R MON III. 


ing unperfect, and in thy book all my Men 
were written, when as yet there was none of ff 
all of them in continuance were Faſhiqy 
Who is able to comprehend all theſe On 
and Springs of Imagination, Memory an 
all thoſe ſenſations and Paſſions which eachy 
feeleth in himſelf? Each part of the Bog 
man, conſidered ſeparately may excite on 


miration of the wiſdom and goodneſs of 


And if we view the beautiful Symmetry 
comlineſs of the whole, we muſt confekt 
it is a Stately admirable Structure. Nowti 
is more Skill and Artifice required to ma 
Beautiful piece of workmanſhip, of rudz 

oliſht inhabil matter, than of matter th 

t, and hath ſome natural Beauty of it! 


ſprightlyneſs, that Beauty and Majeſty wi 
appear in our Bodies, and ſhine forth witll 
Luſter, are wholly of the curious Workmatl 
and Wiſdom of our Maker. If we vien 
matter of which our bodies are made it 
Tombs of them that died in Ancient times 


or if we rake.the Graves of them who « 
lately, and look at the Rottenneſs, Corrup! 
and Stench which be there, or if we coll 
one that is Juſt now dead, and we are ſurel 
this is the ſame matter, the ſame Body, il 
was Juſt now ſo lively, ſo graceful and Joi 
ſtript of all its Beauty and Life, covered 
with paleneſs, deadneſs and loathſomneſs, ! 
much that the neareſt Friends and Rell 
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> dilighted in the Embraces and Careſſes of 
Ire glad to have it removed out of ſight 
buried. So that all that Life and Majeſty 
n appear in our Bodies are to be aſcribed 
to the curious workmanſhip and wiſdom 
dur bleſſed Creator, and not to any fit- 
or natural Beauty belonging to the mat- 
of which they are made. But how wonder- 
nd amazing is it to remember, that the ſelf 
mortal loathſom Bodies, ſhall be raiſed 
far greater Beauty, Comelineſs and Glory; 
Bodies of the Saints ſhall be raiſed immor- 
incorruptible, and in greatPower and glory, 
glory as ſhall ſurpaſs the brightneſs of 
Sun. Let not us doubt of this, for nothing 
npoſſible or too hard for him who is the 
ter of Spirits and the God of all Fleſh. . 
have mentioned ſome obvious inſtances 
obſervations, of the. Wiſdom and Good- 
of · God, as to the Body of man; it woul 


edious to enumerate many, and every one, 
furniſh himſelf with more. 


et, to excite you to an humble and 
kful complying with the will of God, 


ug dom and Mercy. Each mans ſhare and 
aun icnce of the paternal care and affecti- 
rel of his Creator, ſhould powertully -excite 
"il diſpoſe him, to reſign up himſelf to his 
79 


ice, and the diſpoſal of that Wiſdom and 
do edneſs, which faſhioned him ſo won- 
ally and curiouſly in the Womb, and took 
> of him on the Breaſt; ought'ſt thou not 
olly to entruſt the care and Prong | 
. O 


I 


mall apply what hath been faid on this 


an intire confidence and dependance on his 


95 


ty Wiſdom and Goodneſs, whoſe hands n 


ation, thou only wert an exception 4 


r * 
e - 
# * 


SERMON III. 2 
of thy ſelf, to that Wiſdom and Proyida 
which cloathed thee with fleſh, fenced if 
with bones and ſinews, and endued thee wi 
wiſdom and a tender care of thy own p 
vation and happineſs, that thou may'ſt 
means and inſtrument under him, of thy 
welfare and ſafety, but permit and yield 
the ſupreme diſpoſal of thy ſelf to his Alm 


ded thee round about, as the hand MM 

Potter mouldeth clay, and formed thee if 
velouſſy in the ſecret parts of the Earth 
preſerved and defended thee,when thou ca 
not help thy ſelf, and is ready and cont 
to do ſo ſtill; let all the powers and fad 
of thy Body and Mind, in all endeavoin 
aims after happineſs, be guided by his di 
ons and laws, making it thy bulineſs ti 
derſtand and comply with the counkl 
his infallible Wiſdom and holy Will, i 
ing thy ſelf up to his diſpoſal and care, i 
out any reſerve, ſeeing thou haſt had fo! 
experience of his Wiſdom and Care inf 
times, and whereof there are ſo many 4 
rable inſtances, in the government of his 
tures, of which there is not one that 
reaſon to complain: Therefore let not ii 
thankful heart deceive, as if of the whole 


the goodneſs of God, but reflect upon tif 
excuſable infidelity and ingratitude with 
nation, and revive thy hope and conl0 
in his mercy and never failing bowels of 
paſſion. | | 


55 


0 Wnents of the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 


world, and Seeing each man is himſelf 
pu ctle World of manifold inſtances of incom- 
henſible Wiſdom and Mercy, one would 
gine that we could not miſs to mind God, 

remember his Goodneſs and Kindneſs to 
frequently, unleſs we' take much pains to 
in him from our n of thus I have en- 
the firſt thing I propoſed, to be conſidered 
Wpcaking to the goodneſs of God to man, viz. 
oodneſs in enduing him with an excellent 
re. | | 
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; Seeing there are ſo many arguments and mo- 


y where to be ſeen, and obſerved in this 


97 


. CXL. Ver. . 
The Lord is Good to all, and his in 


Mliercies are over all his Works, 


5 


IHE Second thing I propos d 0 
conſider'd, in explaining the Gy 
neſs of God to Man, was on 
* hath provided 'plentifully for 

Preſervation and Comfort; and in the hand 
of this point I ſhall ſhew, 


1. That God hath in the Order and Ocol 
=. my of the World, or by the courſe of 
5 ture, ſettled a plentiful and honourable | 
> viſion upon Man, ſuitable to the diguitf 
his Nature. —Y 
2. I ſhall expoſe the folly and unthaii 
neſs of Men, in lighting and not obſerving} 
Goodneſs of God, providing ſo plentiful! 
them by the Miniſtry of natural cauſes. 
3. In order to perſwade and engage mel 
acknowledge the goodneſs of God in the} 
ceedings of Nature, I ſhall prove from % 
ture and Reaſon, that God does direct 
work in, and by all, and eack natural 6 


1 
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SERMON IV. 
ad power with unſearchable Wiſdom and 
Woodnels. | 1 L 
„ I ſhall take occaſion to obſerve and con- 
eer the even, uniform, ſteady courſe of God's 
race and Juſtice” as to the Souls of Men, ſee- 
U ait is agreeable to, and proceeds in the Me- 
gods of Nature. 1 „„ 

W 5. I ſhall direct and exhort you to conſider 
Wd depend upon the ARES Wiſdom and 
Woodneſs of God in every thing. 73 31 


1. God hath by the Laws of Nature ſettled - 
plentiful and honourable proviſion upon 
an, ſutable to the diznity of his Nature: God 
cated Man after his own Image, in Wiſdom, 
dodneſs, Power and Dominion; but Man by 
; hath defaced the Image of God; and fallen 
dm his primitive Dominion; and by his de- 
aeracy and unmercifulneſs, hath rendred him- 
f unworthy and unfit, to be the Deputy and 
cegerent of ſuch a merciful Creator. How- 
er it appeareth ſtill that this viſible World, 
th been contrived and made with a ſpecial res 
rd to Man; and there are manifeſt marks and 
otſteps as of his Wiſdom and Reaſon ; fo al- 
of his Lordſhip and Dominion, over the In- 
riour Creatures: all being ordered to yield 
ibute unto him, to ſupply his wants, to gra- 
e his deſires; the hidden bowels of the Eartli 
eld him treaſures of Gold and Silver, Qua- 
es of Stone and Coal very ſerviceable to him; 
e barren Mountains ſend down Rivers of ß 
eſn Water, very neceſſary and refreſhing unto . 
; the Sea affords us great variety and plenty 
Fiſhes ; the Earth a great number of Fruits, 

H 2 Herbs 
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100 SERMON IV. 
Herbs and Grains to nouriſh our Bodies 23 
pleaſe our taſtes. We may be convincd ui 
God is the Governour of the World, by th 
goodneſs and tender pity which is viſible if 
the Order and Government of it, which cand. 
without great Ignorance and Injuſtice be if 
ſcribed to any thing but the Wiſdom and My 
cy of God, who teftifieth himſelf to be u 
Governour of the World, by doing good. Wn 
left not himſelf without a witneſs, in this, u 
1 he did good and gave us rain from Heu 

445 4. 17, and fruitful Seaſons, filling our heart with full 

F and gladneſs; the mercy and goodneſs of Gill 
towards us is ſo viſible, and the obſervation 
it ſo conſtantly offered to us, that we nll 


wars Fo 


v not only perceive and prove it by Rea 
but even feel and reliſh it with all our Seu nf. 
in the daily refreſhments and comforts of M : 
Life, when we ſatisfie our Hunger, quench c 
Thirſt, gratifie our Taft and other AppetitWny 
The privileges of our Nature, the comfoſ rc. 


and benefits we enjoy, ſhould èxcite us tou 
mire the goodneſs of God to Man. Lord wid 
EE i Man that thou art mindful. of him? or the N 
Plat.8.and of Man that thou makeſt ſuch account of hin 
"#7. Thou haft made him te have - dominion over | 
works of thy hands. I proceed. 

2 To expoſe the folly and unthankfulneß q 
Men, in not obſerving this Goodneſs of G0 
in the daily Proviſions and Comforts of ti 


. 


Life, for as much as 


x They are not wont to mind or conſid 
any thing beyond the Directions and 18 
formations of Senſe. 8 0 

5 0 | 2. Tix) 


. 


* : ; ” 7 
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. They are apt to make the commonneſs of 
God's Mercies an occaſion of their Igno- 
rance and unthankfulneſs. „ '2 

3. The evenneſs and uniformity of the courſe 1 
and proceedings of Nature, in the diſpenſing | 

of God's Mercies, is through the inconſi- 
deration and infidelity of Men, an occaſion 
of their forgetting God, and of their diſ- 

owning his goodneſs and providence, . 


. 


1. Men are not wont to mind or conſider 
y thing, beyond the directions and informa- 
ons of Senſe ; the Goodneſs of God is viſible, 
Wd the inſtances of his care and kind- 
s to each man innumerable, yet many are 
acted only with what is preſent and ſtrikes their 
WS ſes, and look not beyond the Natural cau- 
fand uſual means, which God in the ordina- 


ha courſe of his Pfovidence makes uſe of, to 
UuW@nvcy his Mercies and Benefits - to us. They 


afon&rceive not the Inviſible hand of God's Al- 
0 ighty Wiſdom and tender Mercy, when his 
4 eatures and Servants do theſe ſervices and 
e ach thoſe Benefits unto them, which God 
th ordained and allotted to them. When 
receive any Benefit or Bleſſing by the mini- 
y of Natural canſes, or of any other means 
ich God hath bleſſed and appointed, to con- 
y his Mercies to us, we ought to look up 
Ito God, and with thankful hearts acknoy- - 
dee him to be the immediate Author and 
NNieer of thoſe Bleſſings, whoſe Wiſdom and 
ſide WWoodneſs contrived the Natures of things to 
d id uſctul and beneficial to un. 


1 
Thej Hs _ f 
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__ SERMON IV. 
2. Men are apt to be unthankful to God fy 
many of his Mercies, becauſe they are com 


mon, ſuch as the light of the Sun, the Fru 
of the Earth, & c. they think that they .anlif 


the leſs beholden to the Divine Goodneſs f 
their ſhare, though the benefit that redound 
to them from theſe mercies is not the leſs fx 


their being common, ſhould any of us thin 
himſelf the leſs obliged to praiſe God for tl 
light of his Sun, becauſe the benefit of tu 
light is not beſtowed on him alone, and al oi 


thers excluded from it, ſeeing if it wereſ 
his benefit and advantage in that caſe, wal 
not be greater than it is now, when the whd 


World ſhares with him; we ſhould conldf 


that the Beauty and Order of the World; d 
ſubſiſtence and good of our fellow creatin 
require and make it neceſlary, that theſe ng 


cies be common and extended to them as it 


to us. A 

Moreover the commonneſs of theſe Mend 
is a Mercy and much to our advantage, 
for inſtance the heat and influence of the W 
are extended to many things, in order to mil 
them beneficial to ns; do not the Rains dl 


Heat of the Sun impregnate the Earth w 


Vigour and Fruitfulneſs, for to beſpread iti 
over with delicate Fruits, and with abundall 
of Paſturage for the maintenance of Beall 
which ſupply us with plenty and variet) 
pleaſant food and convenient cloathing, dl 
eaſe us of much labour. So that the commdi 
neſs of theſe and other Mercies redounds Ve 


much to the advantage of every man, andtral 


mits the Mercies and Bleſſings of God to li 


1. 


1 


SERMON IV. 


rain and therefore ſhould not divert any from 
WL: idcring and obſerving the particular kind- 
and ſpecial goodneſs of God to him, in 
ee common mercies, but gives him occaſion 
W yiclds him many arguments and reaſons 
| praiſing and admiring the unfathomable 
th of Gods Wiſdom, and the Profound 
trivance of his tender mercy and kindneſs. 
. The conſtancy evenneſs and uniformity 
the courſe and proceedings of Nature, in 
enſing Gods mercies through the infidehty 
W inconſideration of men, is an occaſion of 


5, in the greateſt and moſt remarkable Mer- 
Wa hc beſtows upon them, ſuch as Health, the 
of our Senſes, ſoundneſs of Mind: We are 
to look upon theſe Mercies as due to our 
ture, as if the goodneſs of God, were not 
ch concerned in diſpenſing thoſe Mercies 
| Bleſſings, which are the foundation of 
other Mercies, Temporal and Spiritual, ſee- 
without ſoundneſs of Body and Mind, we 


how many enjoy thoſe Bleſſings without 
niidering ſeriouſly who is. the Author and 
ver of them, and conſequently without of- 
ing up to God hearty and ſincere praiſe 
d thanks for them. Now is it not very 
reaſonable to imagin that the Providence 


en be leaſt thankful for thoſe Mercies which 
e che foundation of their happineſs ? Is it 
r great baſeneſs and unthankfulneſs to make 
e conſtency of God's goodaeſs and his long 
ZS ſuffering 


ir forgetting God and diſowning his good- 


jſt be Miſerable whatever we enjoy elſe; 


God is leaſt concerned in diſtributing the 
cateſt and moſt important Bleſſings ? Or ſhould 
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ſuſſering the occaſion of our Unthankfuln 
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SERMON Iv. 


as many do who if they be viſited yi 
Sickneſs a few days, begin to Pray to coli 
and acknowledge him to be the Lord of I 
and Death, and of all things pertaining WW 
Health and Sickneſs, Strength and Weaknd 
more ſincerely and devoutly than they w 
wont to do, under the enjoyment of Hei 
and many other Bleſſings for many Years, th 
is a baſe diſingenuous . temper of Spi 


2 
not to be thankful to God while hid Med 
are in our hands, and we feel and reli Hr ſt 
goodneſs in the - manifold bleſſings of 
enjoyments of Life, but when he beer w 
to pull them out of our hands and to pin 
prive us of them, we begin to look up toli Hure 
and acknowledge him. Wer 
Furthermore to ſee one man beſide hin zo 
and deprived of his right wit, is apt to frillnſc 
more ſerious thoughts into our minds, andi full 
affect us more touchingly with the ſupri oc 
Power and Dominion that God hath overiir, t 


in diſpenſing Natural bleſſings and endo 
ments; than to obſerve the uſe of Reaſon, . 
ſtowed upon many thouſands, ſo that the ſit 
dineſs and conſtancy of the loving kindut 
of God in the ordinary courſe of - Naturea 
Providence, ſinks us into an utter forget 
neſs of God, and loſes us to all ſenſe 0 
our dependance upon his over-ruling care al 
1 » we ſhould be much grie 
or the baſenefs and ' wickedneſs of ol 
Hearts, and endeavour by much Meditatid 
and earneſt Prayer to God, to get rid of ſud 


Med 

2 

1 
4 -* 4 


Kupid folly and ingratitude. DA» 
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SER MON IV. 
en neglect the loving kindneſs of God, 
paſs by his goodneſs in natural endow- 


inary courſe of Nature, as if men were not 
ſpecial manner concerned to obſerve and 


ciful Creator, in enduing them with ſuch 
excellent Nature, as if they ought not a- 
all things to thank him, for eſtabliſhing 
conſtant Uniform Laws of Nature, as by 
ſteady orderly courſe give us great ſecu- 
of thoſe bleſſings, endowments and bene- 
which are neceſſary for the Integrity, 
pineſs, Perfection and Preſervation of our 
ure, this is a plain proof and argument of 
greatneſs and unchangeableneſs of the di- 
5 > goodneſs, of the conſtancy and wiſdom of his 
d fully for all poſſible emergencies , events 
Nel 


) 
3 


err, to make any alteration, or amendment 
donnem. What more becoming the goodneſs 
„che Almighty Creator, and wiſe Governor 
the World, than that theſe bleſſings and 


dad 
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owments which cannot be wanted, with- 
the Deſtruction, Diſorder, or Diſgraceof 
Nature, ſhould be diſpenſed by him, in 
conſtant Uniform, regular courſe of Na- 
e: And we muſt refolve that that great 
ſe Monarch, the King of Kings and Righ- 
dus Governour of all things, in eſtabliſhing 
h excellent regular Laws and Methods ot 
Nernment, did conſult the honour of his 
Mme, che credit and perfection of his work 

5 | Be manſhip, 


IS A: 
. % 


ts without obſerving it, becauſe theſe mer- . 
come in courſe, yea in a conſtant uniform, 


zowledg the loying kindneſs of their moſt 


nſels, which did in the beginning provide 


occurencies, that there is no need ever 


ORE b Oy 8 "he "" EI 99 8 ” 
8 I 4 b, - 7 N A my "XJ 2 bo a A > * WS. + - * ,f * 
* — 8 * 2 S Y E W "Y 1 
* 9 : Z * 5 N 4 Rt 4 * = kX 7 y 
- 3 5 wc g * * + © 8 * 2 — - 
a * 9 L . " 8 * 2 = - 
0 } 8 4 * N „ 4 
l 
. * * 
4 4 


ss 8 RN MON N.. 
manſhip, rather than the deſervings of n 

baſe unthankful wretches, who make the gy 

neſs and unchangableneſs of his. goodneſs, ay 

caſion of their brutal unthankfulneſs, irreveim 

and neglect of his mercy. e 
The blindneſs and narrowneſs of our nj 
together with the pride of our heart, tak 
cation, from the unſearchableneſs and peri 
on of God's Wiſdom in his works, to ta 
us to a forgetfulneſs of God, a contempt 
diſreſpe&t of him, when we obſerve that 
things run on in a ſteady regular courſe, 
that all things continue as they were, 
the Creation, which is a plain Proof d 
perfection of God's work, and that ther 
no blemiſh or error to be found in 
| vaſt Volume of the World; as if any 
„ in it had been an imperfect Eſſay, at | 
1 ſuch as afterward ſtood in need of mend 
but gives no ſhadow of excuſe for the 
thankfulneſs and Pride of Men, in dil 
ing the fpecial goodneſs and particular 
2i God in the Government of the World. 


an 
{ ſuppoſe there are but few Men, who W 
22 impartial examination of their h R. 


and ways, can excuſe themſelves from 
chankfulneſs, for the benefit and ſoundne 
their ſenſes, the uſefulneſs and intireneſs oft 
{;mbs, the uſe of their right wit, and the i 
grity of their Nature, where there is not 
| wanting, and nothing ſuperfluous. and uſe 
= And this Ingratitude is ſo muchthe more | 
| aud unreaſonable ;, for that it takes its 
, rrom the perfection of God's Wiſdom, 

long ſuffering, and the conſtancy of his gd 

1 neſs to us. But to expoſe the folly and 
chankfalneſs of Mea farther, © 


, 


1 ſhall ſhew from Scripture and reaſon, 
od do's direct and work in and by all 
Jh Natural cauſe and power, with un- 
able Wiſdom and Goodneſs. I ask thee 
an if it be more Natural for thee to en- 
u dneſs of Body and Mind, than it is for 


3 
aut 
ele 


r Bleſſed Saviour aſcribes the growth and 


of that Flower, to the particular care 
MS: ovidence of God -: And reaſons, that if 
bat bath ſich a regard to the Nature he hath 


that Flower, as to take care of its beau- 
ind of every thing that belongs to it; 
much more will he take care of his 


ion and comfort of that Life; and Na- 
which he hath given them - For ſays he, 
Life is more than Meat, therefore he 
gave Life will provide Meat. And the Bo- 
ore than raiment, therefore Men ought not 
too thoughtful about the neceſſities of 
; nor vex themſelves with Immoderate 
and labour about the concerns of a pre- 
World; but ſhould truſt in him who feeds 


J. For he who takes care of the Inferi- 
Creatures, according to the condition and 
ſlities of their Nature, will much more 
ide for the exigencies and honour of a more 


feedeth the fowls of the Air, are you not 
h better than they? And if God fo cloth the 


e cloth you, O ye of little Faith ? Moreover 
F he 


oy 


s and Servants, to provide for the pre- 


Ravens, and cloths the Lilies, ſo glori- | 


s of the Field, which to day is, and to mor- 
is caſt into the Oven; ſhall he not much 
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Lil the Field to grow in their Seaſon; Matth. 6. 


lent Nature. Behold your heavenly Fa- 
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he gives us to underſtand that ſuch an g 


lies of the Field, how they grow, they! 


Hake: Are not two Sparrows ſold for il 


2 great deal of inconſideration in attribul 
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SERMON IV. 


lent Wiſdom, takes care of the growth and 
duction of each of theſe plants, and of 
formation of all its parts, and of every r 
pertaining to it: that the wit and inyex 
of Man is not able to equal it; conſider th 


not, neither do they ſpin, and yet 1 (tel! 
to you, that even Sglomey in all his glory 
not Arrayed like one of theſe. And is 
Wiſdom and Providence of God take Wh as 
particular care of each Flower as to its Meir 
i{mell, colour, ſize, and every thing that be 


to its Nature and Beauty; how much mon ¶enc 


the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, take) 
cular care of each Man, and of every the 
thing that appertains unto him. And hear 
our Bleſſed Saviour ſays to his Diſciple, 
8 ge them to, endure Perſecution fol 


thing, and one of them ſhall not fall ui 
ground without your Father: but the 
Hairs of your head are all numbred, fen 
not therefore, ye are of more value that! 
il 
a 


7 


- 


BY Sparrows. . 7 2 
But men are very inexcuſable, and bem 


Natural bleſſings and endowments unto ft 
inflexible, inexorable power and efficacy, 8 
tonging to Nature, which is void of all i 
ty and impiety, juſtice and injuſtice ; and 
not mind nor acknowledge the direction Mt 
over -ruling care of an Almighty inviſible jou r 
and wiſe goodneſs in the diſtribution of Nay 
tal endowments : becauſe providence _—_— 8 
| 3 — 


. 


SERMON VV. 

ural uniform courſe in the diſpenſing of 

1; without putting a difference between 
and poor, high and low, (and 

Ir as they can obſerve) good and bad. 
let it be conſidered that even in that 


ar uniformity and equality, there is alſo 
reat variety and diverſity ; are there not 
itely various and different conſiſtencies of 


re, and Conſtitutions, both as to mens 
us and Bodies: hence Men differ very 
as to the health, ſtrength and ſtature 
heir Bodies and all other Qualities depen- 
upon Nature. But there be far Pour 
ences among Men in reſpe& of ther 

sz as appears from the divers opinions, 


ei contentions about Religion, and other 
tes, which prevail among them; and this 


ty and diverſity, founded in Nature, is un- 
e conduct and. direction of Almighty 
to ſerve the deſigns of Government and 
Wot Diſcipline, in rewarding, puniſhing and 
ng up Men. But the reaſons of Gods 1 
us diſpenſations towards Men, both as to | 
Bodies and- Minds, are for the moſt part 3 
ether unknown to us, ſeeing Men may 

ben ilty of many ſecret ſins, or do many 


ibo actions which no man knows off, but God 
o U; who puniſhes them accordingly with 


neſs of Mind, hardneſs of Heart, &c. or 

ali in their Bodies or Eſtates : or rewards 

nd with the gifts and graces of his Spi- 

6 lumility, Patience, Self-denial, Faith, &c- 

juli rewards and puniſhments, which relate ; 

e Mind, are properly ſuch, and the grea- | ; 
eve) far; but are either unknown to us, or 4 
(aturd not 1 
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and viſible, theſe are properly ſpeaking 
therly corre&ions and chaſtiſements, aui 


and therefore we ſhould not judge that 


motion, and they do not know where! 


regular Uniformity of Nature, to attribilf 
to ſome inexorable ſenſeleſs Power in Nil 
without acknowledging the wiſe coun b1 
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not much obſerved and conſidered by ud. 
as to theſe diſpenſations which are out 


thods of diſcipline, but we neither kndy 
particular reaſons of them, nor the met 
of Nature, whereby Providencediſpenſeth 


are diſtributed without all diſcriminatial 
good or bad men, ſeeing we underſtan{ 
tle or nothing in this matter. And we 
not imagine that Nature hath an Unifo 
Stability and Stiffneſs, which is not plji 
all the various deſigns of the Wiſdom, ( 
and Juſtice of God, in the Governntd 
Mankind. For there is ſuch an inſtabili 
variety of Nature, interwoven with thi 
gular Uniformity, as make men compli 
the uncertainty of Life and Humane 1 
and diſcontent that all things are in à pe 


may end; they know not what a day 
hour may bring forth. So that if men hall 
ble minds, Pionſly and Devoutly affectel 
ward God, they would find no occaſion, fr 


the over-ruling Power and Will of God; WW = 
the inſtability of Nature, and variety mM yo 
tural qualities, effects and conſtitutions, M 
give men no ground to complain and did, 
the care and goodneſs of God. But men ſh f f 
take occaſion from both to remember, iu em 


mean while that God preſerves and cars ack, 


SERMON IV. 
h a numberleſs multitude, and varlety of 


ngs, as belong to the preſervation and go- 
i ament of fo vaſt a World; he bös as parti- 
r a care of each man, as if he had nothing 
1 look after but him alone; he knows all 
ne thoughts, and counts all his ſteps. For 


poſe infinite wiſdom and goodneſs (to ſpeak 
er the manner of man) had no more a 
but to take care of any one man, he 
Id not order or diſpoſe of any thing that 
we cerns him in that caſe after another man- 
than he do's now, when at theſame time 
preſerves and governs the whole World. 
the Lord Jehovah comprehends his work 
the Creation and Preſervation of the World 


il =. fully and diſtinctly, than any man com- 
tu ends any one work of his. The words 


our Bleſſed Saviour which 1 cited before, 
ſo full and expreſs to this purpeſe ; that 
words can equal them: A Sparrow is Matt. 10. 


mall value, two of them are ſold for one far- 
1.00887}. 7:4 yer one of them cannot fall on the 
n without God - Do's the ever bleſſed God, 
ge moſt high and moſt mighty Lord of Hea- 
oF and Earth, humble himſelf to take care 


ib uch weak and worthleſs Creatures, that one of 

Num cannot fall on the ground, nor skip from 

che branch of a tree 50 another without him: 

nany thing be ſaid beyond this ? yes, for he 

of bis Diſciples, that all the hairs of their Head 

e numbred: many hairs fall from a mans 

ad, without his knowing it; yet not one hair 

nn fall, but Almighty God knows without . 
om not one hair can be made white or 

ack, Neither ſhalt then Swear by thine Head, Matt. 5. 

„ becauſe 36. 
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112 SER M ON | IV. 
becauſe thou canſt not make one hair white ov 

Let us therefore acknowledge God in 6 
thing, Praiſe and Magnify him Day by l 

for all the bleſſings and endowments of 

nature, for all the means and comforts of 

Life: let us admire and adore his great 

Pal. 14. dom and Knowledge, He tells the number o 
Stars, he calleth them all by their names. No 
vant is ſo ready at the command of his Mi 
no Soldier is ſo ready to execute the yi 
his General, as all the Armies of Heaven 
Earth, are to appear at the command, a 
obey the orders of him, whoſe name is 
Lord, the Lord God of Hoſts. Great is ow 
and of great Power, his underſtanding is i 
Let us acknowledge him, and depend upon hin 
every thing; and he will direct us in all ow 1 
Let us ſet him before our Eyes, and his fear 
our Faces : he is great and greatly to be 
von, him all ye Gods. I come now in the Ft 


To obſerve and conſider the even, unit 
Ready courſe of God's Grace and Juſtic, 
to the Souls of Men, ſeeing it is agreeabli 
and proceeds in the methods of Nature, 
exact evenneſs and uniformity of God's 
dom, Mercy and Juſtice in his dealings 
men, are founded in our Nature, now d 
in the works of Nature does not exert all 
limited Almighty Power, but a Power ul 
the limitations and qualifications of the 
and courſe of Nature, which from ſmal 
Sinnings proceeds to perfection by ws, , 
and decays, and declines gradually, and 6 
methods whereby God hardens men in? 


74 


ſuch as become the 
g ſuffering and tender 
cy of God; in likg man- 


our Nature, proceed 


Powers,and capacities, 
are under all the li- 


of the External means 


8 ER M O N IV. 


| Religion and Grace, 
ch improve and per- 


the methods of Na- 
> are directed to, and 
k upon its principles, 


ations and qualificati- 


race and Salvation, viz. the word 
Faments - in the hands of weak men; 
Iwhen the Holy Ghoſt works upon the 
ds of men without them, it is to be ac- 
ted Extraordinary and Miraculous, as 
h as when he exceeds the power of Na- 
, and works without the miniſtry of Na: 
il cauſes: Men can no more pretend 
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In Semine omnis futuri homi- 
nis ratio comprehenſa eſt, & le- 
gem barbæ & canorum nondum 
natus infans habet; totius enim 
corporis & ſequentis ætatis, in 
parvo occultoq; lineamenta ſunt. 


| Sen. nat. quæſt. lib. 3. c 29. 
he Kingdomof Heaven is like to 


a grain of Muſtard ſeed, which a man 


took and ſowed in bis Field, which 


7s the leaſt of all ſeeds, but when it 
is grown, it is the preateſt among 
herbs, and becometh a Tree, ſo that 
the Birds of the Air come and lodge 


in the branches thereof. Matt. 13 31+ 


* 


and 


il comprehend the. Wiſdom, Mercy and 
aa ice of God , in beſtowing or denying 
races and gifts of his Spirit to men, than 
y 


1 


omprehend the make and contrivance of 
humane Nature, and all the effects and 
ks that ſpring from it, and all the reaſons 
hem, we may obſerve ſuch an equality and 
lar uniformity, in the Law and Courſe, 
ereby natural endowments are diſpenſed, 
| withal ſuch a variety and diverſity of 
ural conſtitutions and qualities, meeting with 
advantages or diſadvantages of Education, . 
mpany, Cc. and ſuch a multiplicity of va- 
us divers effects and conſequences, ariſing 


out 
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SERMON IV. 
out of theſe in reſpect of this life, and the i 


to come, as may humble us when we nd 10 
tate upon that incomprehenſible wiſdom f 
juſtice; whereby without all partiality men Mee 
made and governed; and ſeeing bad men Mitt 
naturally and unavoidably miſerable, good i ie 
naturally happy; it muſt be acknowle d 
that the everlaſting miſery of the one, and MMIaf 
pineſs of the other, are founded in our im he 
tal nature. | _ 
God hath plainly revealed the Counſel ee 
Determinations of his Will, concerning be 
in another World, wherefore men have no de. 
ado but to conſider how they live, and e＋] is v 
their hearts and ways by the rule of Mer 
Word, and they may learn from the ſame M o 
that the Soul is immortal, and what condit 2 
are abiding it in a future ſtate, in the Wo ene 
God we may converſe with the eternal Can 
ſels, and unchangeable purpoſes of that Ar, 
ty Power and Wiſdom, which created all i e: 
concerning the ſtate and condition of mail :// 
another life, which will hold both as Ee 
manner of their execution, and as to the d 
intended by him, men often fail in the p ben 
mance of their Reſolutions, and in the ere / 
on of their deſigns, through want of po ß f 
honeſty, through inconſtancy or want of Waſh. 
dom and foreſight, but God is of infinite poi -: 
perfect, infallible wiſdom, and this vaſt Wo: pe 
the conſtant uniform courſe and immu»: 
Law of Nature, is a viſible proof and lay, « 
monument of the conſtancy and perfect Way hus 
knowledge of God in his Counſels of the ain 
evenneſs and impartiality. of his Decrees, too 


| 
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SERMON IV. 
ing Wiſdom, the Lord Jehovah changes 
but his Counſels ſtand for ever and ever, 
fore men ought to conſider and be fully per- 
led that their future ſtate and everlaſting 
lition is unalterably determined,  accordin 
he tenor of God's word, men may be g 
ad in this World as they pleaſe, but the 
laſting happineſs of the good and miſery 
hc bad are infallibly certain, and Men may 
Won that the uſual returns of Night and day 
ceaſe, or that the whole courſe of Nature 
be altered, rather than that the purpoſes 
decrees of God concerning men, revealed 
is word ſhould fail, or be any wile altered 
&r than that one of his promiſes to good 
or threatnings to bad men ſhould be in 


, 


Law, till all be fulfilled. The word of the Lord 


pht, and all his works are done in truth, &c. 


all the hoſt of them by the breath of his mouth. 
He ſpake and it was done; He commanded and 


hen to nought + He maketh, the devices of the 
e of none effect. The Counſel of the Lord ſtand- 
or ever, the thoughts of his heart to all gene- 


f.. But be is of one mind, and who can turn Job 234 
pot and what his Soul deſireth even that he doth, 3˙ © 


Woe performeth the thing that is appointed for me, 
many ſuch things are with him. and Plal. 119. 
| 9, 90591. | 

* kus far the doctrine of the Decrees of God 


pd faſt. The Lord bringeth the Counſel of the 


e e in and uſeful; but men ought not to en- 
Go far into the reaſons and methods of 
12 God's 
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Verily I ſay ſento you, till Heaven and Earth Matt. « 1 
one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from 18. 


Pſal. 3 3. 4, 


3 5,6, 9, 10. 
be word of the Lord were the Heavens made : 11. a 


non £ 
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1. 
Pſal. 145. 


17. 


SERMON IV. 
God's Counſels and determinations, God's if 
thods and dealings with his Creatures ai 
be admired and had in reverence, not {li 
criticized upon by wretched ignorant m 
men, for no Creature can have a capacity oi 
portioned to them, men muſt firſt know hoy 


make the World, before they can compi 
the reaſons and methods of Governing it. 
what men cannot comprehend, they ſhoui 
preſume to go too far into, without very 
undeniable proofs, and arguments from l 
Word of God to lead and guide them. ch 
Envy, Faction and Prejudice often tempt er 
to advance aſſertions and move queſtions Ks 
cerning the reaſons and methods of Go <* 
crees, and diſpenſations, in which men M 
way concerned, which, if rightly confilf th 
are no wiſeuſeful ; and cannot be fully andi fre 
iy proved from the Scriptures : But ſr * 1 
engender ſtrife and debate, to ſubvert @ 
an Faith and Charity, to cheriſh arrogance 4 
faction; and the haughty blaſphemous ini © 
Spirit of the Stoicks, which is quite coll s 
to the Humility, Modeſty and Chariti un | 
Chriſtian. If therefore the Devil ſugeelit * 
thee ſome difficulties and hard queſtion, Wi, - 
cerning the reaſons and methods of God's 1 
ſels and diſpenſations, yield not to his ſu - | 
ons, ſo as to attempt a particular ſolotolhih 1 
them, but drive him away with, Rigi,“ 
thou, O Lord, and juſt are thy Judęmems. N , 
the Lord is righteous in all his mas; a ed 
in all his Works. His riohteouſneſs ſtandeth Fl 


Pſal. 36. 
71. 


: = : | 
the ſt YONg Mountains, Fæt, durable and 1mm 


and his Judgments are like the great deep; 
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dark abyſs, ſuch as we cannot ſee to the bot- 
% nor fathom with the ſhort line of a finite 
anding. Some men may think this too 
Wc a digreſſion, but if the Importance of 
ſubje& hath drawn me too far; I hope ye 
excuſe me. And now I proceed to the 
thing I propounded. 1 
. To direct and exhort you to conſider, 
eve and depend upon the particular Care, 
dom and Goodneſs of God in every place, 
in every thing. The wonderful works 
ch are done by God every where, are an 
lent proof, of his preſence every where. The 
ks of his Mercy and Wiſdom, in and up- 
every man, prove that he is intimately 
ainted, with all our thoughts and actions: 
that he is near to every one of us. He is not 
from every one of us, for in him we live, 
move, and have our being. And whit her 43. 2, 
J go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall I flee * as 
thy preſence ? If I aſcend up into Heaven, pal. 139. 
art there: If I make my bed in Hell, behold 7,8, o, io, 
art there. If Ttake the wings of the morning, 1, 12,13. 
| dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the Sea: | 
n there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right 
jd ſhall hold me, If I ſay ſurely the darkneſs 
cover me : Even the night ſhall be light about 
Tea the darkneſs hideth not from thee ;, but the 
ht ſhineth as the day : the darkneſs and the light 
both alike to thee. For thou haſt poſpeſſed my 
ns: thou haſt covered me in my Mothers Womb, 
> that framed the inward parts, and faſhi- 
ed them ſo curiouſly, in the loweſt and dar- 
ut parts of the Earth, be knows all their 
| | moti- 
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Almighty preſence, and the endearing influg 


SERMON Iv: | 
motions, and every thought of the heart, Wh t 
never ſo dark and ſecret. il 
Though ſuch conſiderations, might bringy 
under the awe of God's Eye, the dread ff 


of his Mercy and loving Kindneſs : yet 
minds are ſo accuſtomed, and ſtaked domi 
the objects of ſenſe, that we are not x 


affected, with the apprehenſions and auth t 
of ſo great a preſence. His Almighty Pe 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, fall not under the WW T 
| ſervation of our ſenſes, therefore we do 
obſerve nor acknowledge him, in the H cte 
works that are done by him. We tal Sou 
reliſh the effects, of his Wiſdom and el 
neſs by all our Senſes; and our minds pla 
no farther, but dwell upon the viſible nally ti 
and inſtruments of our preſervation and Pr 
fort, without proceeding to conſider auifhty 
knowledge, that Eternal inviſible power tec 
dom and goodneſs, which guide and nyt. 
things. In order to cure this evil, and to re. 
our ſelves under more lively apprehenſiouiſitic 
the preſence of God, let us reflect upon Mer 
immortal inviſible Spirit which is in every Wc 
Doſt thou hear one diſcourſing of excellent Mm 
lime truths, teaching Men how to be wiſe Hate 
bappy, and leading them into the ways of ſic 
dom and righteouſneſs? Conſider that er 
Tongue or Mouth which utters theſe tin 
is not the Author of them, but the immo Id t 
Spirit of man, an inviſible Wiſdom and Known" 
ledge, which manages and directs the Toif OW. 
in ſpeaking, as much as it do's the Pen in wi” 


ing theſe divine Truths. Thou heareſt woll 
, TT -. M 
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S ERMO NIV. 

h thy Ears, but it's thy immortal Soul which 

Wot be ſeen, that receives and underſtands 

inſtructions, and is capable of the know- 

te and of the love of God. Doſt thou ad- 
many excellent Books and Writings, many 

ous Arts and Sciences, many magnificent 
dings, and other admirable Works and In- 
ions of human wit and contrivance? Con- 
r that the immortal inviſible Spirit of Man, 
e Author and cauſe of all theſe things. 
Tongue in Speaking, the Hand in Wri- 
„ Painting, Building, &c. are managed and 
ed, by the inviſible power and wiſdom of 
Soul, as well as the Pen, the Ax, Hammer, 
ſe] and other Tools. Even ſo when we con- 
plate the glorious fabrick of this World, 
the manifold marvellous works of Creation 
Providence: Let us conſider that the Al- 
hty Wiſdom of the eternal inviſible God, 
ted all things in the beginning, preſerves, 
tains, moves and quickens all things every 
fre. Would it not be a piece of abſurd, ſilly 
ſtice, to give the praiſe due to an excellent 
ter, to the Pencil he made uſe of: or the 


ie due to an excellent Architect, to the 
rer, Ax and other Tools? And is it not 
ſe Itter injuſtice and folly in Men, to give the 


iſe due to God the inviſible Creator and 
ler of all things; to natural cauſes, to thoſe 
tin en filly viſible tools that he makes uſe of: 
non d to depend upon the Creatures more than 
on the Almighty Creator? If we did ac- 
owledge and depend upon God in every thing, 
much as we ought to do; the fear and love 
wong 5 8 of 


8 


8. 


men are without excuſe. But we are very ſij 
unthankful wretches, we can behold the 


cout acknowledging him, who gives them he 


It's not Bread that nouriſhes and prefer 


SERMON Iy. 
of God would dwell conſtantly in our ke 
and poſſeſs: our Spirits, and would make 
ſtand in awe to offend him; careful and dag 


to ſerve and obey him. Nothing can fb |; 
and extinguiſh our inordinate love to fin aui 
World; but a greater love to God. Notre. 
more proper to beget the love of God in 


hearts, than to meditate much upon his wiſ 
and goodneſs in his Works. For the im 
things of God, from the Creation of the Nori 
clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things which 
made; even his eternal power.and Godhead : vil 


Moon and vaſt numbers of Creatures in| 
ven and Earth, which are the inſtrumenz 
God's mercy to us, and the ordinary meu 
our preſervation and happineſs; without! 
ing up our ſouls to praiſe God. Some! 
undergo much toil and labour, to earn 
daily bread, without any regard to God, fl 


and ſtrength, and gives vertue to bread to v 
riſh them. The Lord thy God humbled the, m 
ſuffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with Mg 


(which thou knewe$F not, neither did thy Fat 
know) that he might make thee know that man fi 
not live by bread only, but by every word that pu 
deth out of the month of the Lord doth man li 


the life of man, but the bleſſing of God, f 
can bleſs and appoint Manna which was nt 
known nor heard of before; or any oil 
thing he pleaſes for that uſe. This Text! 

4 5 1 3 : 1 5 alledg 


SERMON IV. 
aged by our Bleſſed Saviour, when he had 


d, an hungred, and when the tempter came 
vim, he ſad if thou be the Son of God, com- 
4 that theſe ſtones be made bread, But he an- 
Wred and faid, it is Written, Man ſhall not 
by bread alone, but by every word that pro- 
leth out of the mouth of God: Intimating that 
who gives virtue and ſtrength to bread 
anna, to be a means of nouriſhing men; 
preſerve them if he pleaſes without the 
of means. Moreover, if he pleaſes he can 
rive bread of its nouriſhment, and hath done 
ometimes for the fins of men. But it is 
extraordinary puniſhment, he who makes 
un to riſe on the good and the bad; and 
is Rain on the juſt and the unjuſt, makes 
Wd to nouriſh the thankful and unthankful. 
his providing ſo plentifully for the Pre- 
ation of man and beaſt in the Creation; 
hout altering or reverſing the natures of 
gs, for the ſin and unthankfulneſs of man, 
wonderful inſtance, a laſting publick proof 
monument of his incomprehenſible wiſdom 
goodneſs: who is full of compaſſion, ſlow 
anger, and of great mercy. : 
en have good reaſon to be aſhamed of their 
and unthankfulneſs. I have endeavoured 
emove theſe clouds of darkneſs ignorance 
L infidelity, which hide and obſcure the in- 
ble Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God, in his 
der care and mercy towards our Souls and 
les. We ſhould paſling by the viſible in- 
ents of our preſervation and happineſs, 
5 * +. + ne 
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SWE MON NN 
ſtedfaſtly behold with reverence and adm 
on, that everlaſting mercy, which is the 
exhauſtible Fountain of all the bleſſings of 
good we enjoy or hope for in this life, g 
the life to come. Let us look at the gion 
that Eternal unchangable goodneſs, untill 4 
hearts be ſick of love and admiration. 
From what hath been ſaid concerning 
goodneſs of God, it's evident that there 
many great occaſions of remembring him, i 
palpable incomprehenſible inſtances, and viihl 
proofs of his tender compaſſions, fatherlyall 
and kindneſs, which might make a deep i 
preſſion on our minds, ahd bring him frequa 
ly into our - moſt ſeridus thoughts. And i 
would think that men muſt with great diliz 
ward off the remembrance of him, before t 
could forget him ſo much, as mea genen 
do. Why ſhould a man forget him, who fra 
and faſhioned him in the Womb, brought hini 
to the World, took care of him on the hr 
who protects him through all the ſteps andi 
riods of his life, who preſerves and nous 
him by wonderful ways and methods? Ma 
if they reflect upon the . goodneſs and loni 
kindneſs of God to them, and how mindfull 
is of them by night and by day; their mit 
muſt upbraid them, for forgetting him, and i 
obſerving his goodneſs; and their conſciend 
mult challenge them of great undutifulneſs a 
unthankfulneſs. 5 
Men may meditate upon the goodneſs of G8 
as much as they can; the ſubject is inexhal 
ble, and the more frequently they think upd 
#, and the farther they go on in the _ 
| | Pla 100 


: a * * 4 9 * „ * w 37 em ̃ 2 
FO: 9 — r 113 4% Dd EE Ren © * 
28 R J f 9 R is . 1 CF _ Pere” N. L 6.3 F 4 3. V 
* 5 W oo . Ss * e "_ e EH? ey "I. R358 —. E > 2% I . I: Bt 
l 22 ann * 5 5 FLY ES oe. WER» bac = 4 = OO OE 8 Wo" LESS. co a? - 15 3 5 2 / A A. F 9 
q ; LOR SES 12 a : 5 3 a * * 9 Ig 7 <P "0+. | 5 1 4 - 2 Ws I 
2 „ * V ww Za 7 R K 12353 4 . 4 15 7 8 . 3 ; Ps ; C 
e +, - Cn - wie I | 9 $:, . > I 4: 2 * « #4 - 
Te) * 77 - . g 8 2 I; wot : oat, . 3 4 

- $ FI * . 8 oF oF, of . * 8 ' 9 N 7 

1 21 1 : i N 

8 7 * — - ” 

N 1 


* * Wert oe 


Uo; — 
— 


SER MON VV. 123 
on of it, the more, the greater, and the e 
1 8 delichrſome fields, will diſcover them- 9 
ſtill. There is no end of his goodneſs, | 
| incomprehenſible, the inſtances of it are 
ite, and it endureth from generation to 
eration. = 
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The Lord is gracious and full of compu 4 

Ira 

ow-to anger and of great mercy, Wi. 

The Lord is Good to all, and his nd 


Mercies are over all his Works, Mitte 


HE third thing I propoſed Ming 
ſpoken to, for the explaining fo 
goodneſs of God to mankind m 
his forbearance and long ſuſi et 
The Lord is gracious and full of Compaſſim e | 
to anger &c. And in ſpeaking to this e 


I ſhall 5 1 
1. Repreſent to you the long ſuffering his 
tenderneſs of God's mercy, and proccelghd « 
towards men. : dit 
2. I ſhall prove and farther explain the M u. 


and long ſuffering of God; by laying beforeiſule 
from the Scriptures ſome inſtances d 
long ſuffering, in a brief account of his e! 
lings with his people. 2 
3. I ſhall conſider the mercy and trutl 
God in fulfilling the gracious intent of at. 
covenants and promiſes to men, fol But 
them with the offers of his mercy and 1 wth 


SERMON V. | 125 
= deſpiſing the Bleſſings of his Covenant to 
: m, when one would think that they had 
red themſelves unworthy of his + mercy, 
put themſelves out of his protection, and 
of the compaſs of his Grace and Cove- 


/ . 1 ſhall direct you to ſome practical ap- 
ation. . 
1 ſhall repreſent to you the proceedings 1. 

od's mercy and long ſuffering towards 


upon their offending him. It's a great 
Wravation of an offence, when he againſt. 
om it is committed, prevents the perſon 
a adding with his goodneſs and kindneſs. The 
ter goodneſs God ſhews to us, in endu- 
us with an excellent Nature; and in pro- 
iag plentifully for our preſervation ; and 
fort, our ingratitude and diſobedience is 
more inexcuſable and provoking. If man 
get him that made him, preſumptuouſly de- 
e his laws and caſt him behind his back: 
de refuſe to liſten to his voice, and depart 
1 his laws, even to teſtify his contempt 
his authority, whoſe Name is the Lord 
aof Hoſts, if he abuſe God's mercies to 
diſſervice and diſhonor, if he be unjuſt 
unmerciful, if he deſpiſe the Poor, and 
one to ſupply the neceſſities of his Nature, 
by that means reproach his Maker, who 
is ee him that Nature; if men behave themfelves - 
towards God, as too many do, might it not be 
uc ected, that the Almighty ſhould deſtroy ſuch 
Wonltrous rebellious wretches ? | | 
lo But The Lord, the Lord God is merciful and ſlow 
ger, and kind to the nnthankful and diſobedient. 
WF waits long for their repentance, and no 
| wy ſoouer 
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ſooner do they repent and turn unto ll 
but he freely and abundantly pardong 
their Sins and tranſgreſſions. When the Wi 
ed man turneth away from the wickedy 


t 
that he hath committed; and doth that M o! 
is lawful and right, he ſhall fave his 80 w 


live. God is ſo far from ſeeking an occal 
and watching an opportunity to deſtroy ng 
that he uſes many ways and arts, to rech 
and reform them that they may be ſaved. 
. ftrives to overcome the hardneſs. and wich 
neſs of their hearts with his goodneſs, ani 
deayours to gain upon their love and aff 
by various ways and methods of kindneki 
gentleneſs : and to draw them to hin 
with the cords of love. He is very loaf 
proceed to methods of ſeverity and corre 
exhorts and intreats men to repent 
werns them faithfully of the evils and all 
ties, their ſin and folly will force him 
faithful Creator and loving Father to i 
upon them. Yea and he often threaten 
Makes the rod over his Peoples head; 
in caſe they repent and turn from theit 
he forbears to {mite them. Yea often 
they are brought into imminent danger 


_ viſible hazard of ſuch terrible miſeris WF ©! 
their ſins deſerves (as the Jews were in the Mhea 
of Eſther by the practiſes of wicked Hu at. 


he reſcues and deliver them to make tif 
ſenſible of his watchfulneſs over them, au 
his unwillingneſs to chaſtiſe and correct tho 
unleſs their ſin and folly make it abſolut 
neceſſary. By bringing his ſervants into l 
minent danger, he would awaken then 
a due ſenſe of their deſervings, and by M 


in for their deliverance, when their run 
« inevitable ; he would have them to 
rſtand, that his g providence watches 
them: that he is very merciful and ten- 
of them; and would have them to 
warning from his threatnings to forſake | 
| fins and obey his laws: For he delighteth Lam. 3. 
rcy, and doth not willingly afflic+ the Chit 33. 
of Men. But men violently pull down 
upon themſelves, by ſin compelling the 
ful and gracious Lord of all, againſt his 
re and will to afflit them; not ſo much 
ing him leave to ſpare them ; who ſwears 
he hath no pleaſure in the death of the 
ted. As I live ſaith the Lord, I have no 
re in the death of the Wicked; but that the 
d turn from his way and live. And when 
confirms any truth by his Oath, he would 
iſh it againſt the falſe gloſſes and limited 
„ which the Ignorance and Infidelity of 
are apt to fix upon it. 
ad when afflictions and chaſtiſements are 
ful for the reformation and inſtruction of 
xople, he corrects them in mercy. And 
ho conſiders the ways of God and his 
nſations toward himſelf or his People; 
obſerve that he puniſhes with a relen- 
heart and a tender hand. He tempers and 
gates his Judgments with mercies; when 
drrects but deſtroys not, humbles, but do's 
caſt down, when he makes men ſenſible 
is diſpleaſure, and gives us juſt reaſon to 
it, but without deſpair, and keeps men >} 
er the diſcipline of hopes and fears; and 
their faith, patience and ſubmiſſion ; and 
threatens and invites to repentance, by the 
| vici- 
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9. Unleſs the Lord had been my help; my Sol 
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He often afflicts and puniſhes with the 
hand, and ſupports and comforts with th 
ther; he afflits outwardly with bodily d 
mities, and comforts and cheriſheth inwaj 


We are troubled on every ſide, yet not diſhed 
we are perplexed, but not in deſpair; perſe 
but not forſaken cat down, but not deft 


almeſt dwelt in ſilence. When I ſaid my} 
ſlipeth thy mercy held me up. Moreover hey 
with his corrections, frequent exhortati 
warnings expoſtulations and earneſt intre 
by his Prophets and Miniſters, to perl 
his people to turn from their ſin, which 
cauſe of all their Mifery and Trouble. 
when any with the Prodigal Son, is fe 
of his folly, and comes to himſelf, and thidl 
caſting himſelf on his Fathers mercy, wil 
humble acknowledgment of his ſin and jul 
ſervings : his heavenly Father, eſpies him! 
diſtance, runs and meets him, ſurpriſes hin] 
unexpected kindneſs, and embraces him i 
arms of his mercy. But when exhortation 
intreaties prove unſucceſsful, he reaſons 
matter with his people, and makes {0 
proteſtations, that he delights not in 
miſery, that he uſed all means poſſible to} 
vent it, and is grieved that they would! 
comply with the purpoſes of his grace 
mercy. And he never gives over to «ll 
vour to reclaim his People, by various 
and manifold methods of Diſcipline and 
ſtruction, until his people, or a perſon, N 
blinded and hardned in in, that the! 


receive correttion,... nor be reclaim ed by | 
| Fatherly reproofs , and chaſtiſements-; 
her be wrought and gained upon by his. 
5s and kindneſs: -untill they ll not re- 
re any Inſtruction from his Word, Prophets. * 
Miniſters; but are more and more hardned 
| blinded by. all methods and means of dif. 
line and Reformation. God is faid to 2 
ſuch to a reprobate mind, to harden t 
ts, to reject them, and to leave them to pe- 
in' their Sins, and he is not uſed to laflct 4.46 
al puniſhment upon ſuch, ſo much upon” © IJ 
r own account, as, upon the account N ˖ ð 
s, whom he would deliver from their WF 
ice; or to make them enſamples to others,, 
Monuments of his juſt Diſpleaſure and 3 
ignation, to ſucceeding Generations. 
. I ſhall prove and farther explain, the 
oy and long-ſuffering of God, by laying 
dre you, from the Scriptures, ſome Inſtances 
Short account of the long ſuffering. and 
lings of Gods mercy with his People the © © = 
s Who were an Obſtinate ſtiff-necked R. 
ious Tace of Men. When they were but -- 
in Number, Abraham's family, 1/aac or  . 
ob's families, and went from one Nation to q ©1380 14k 8 
ther, from one Kingdom to another people, - SS 
Suffered no man to do them wrong, yea 1 
reproved Kings for their ſakes, ſaying, Touch 
mine anointed, and do my ' Prophets no _ 
m. He ſhewed Signs and Wonders upon 
#ra0h and all his Servants; but they under- 
dod not his Wonders in Eee, and remem- 
ed not the Multitude of his mercies; but pro- 
2 0d at the So VEL at wy i Red Seas znevet- 
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cheleſs he ſaved them for his Name fal 
he might make his Mighty Pow ler to 95155 
He divided the Red-Sea, and led them thra 
the depth of the Sea as on dry Land; any 
Watirs ſtood upright as an Heap, and [he rin 
their Perſecutors, the King of Egyßt and 
GreatArmy, as aStone, into Is mighty Was 
He gave them Bread from Heaven; and broy 
forth water for them out of the Rock. 
all this they Sinned ſtill, and believed ng 
God, for his Wondrous works: neither i 
they 3 in his Salvation: they made nd ac 
his Protection and Promiſes: And i in 0 
Rebellion they forſook - God, and appoint 
Captain to return to their bondage; But = 
was Merciful, flow to Anger, of great kind 
and forſook them not in the Wilderneſs;} 
_ withſtanding all their Sins and provoall 
the Pillar of the Cloud departed. not 
them by day, nor the Pillar 4 Fire by N 
to lead and guide them in the way, url 
Rebellious people hearkned not unto thel 
mandements of God; but refuſed toil 
him, and were unmindful of all the Min 
and Wonders he did among chem, and i 
a molten Calf, and ſaid this is thy Cod 
brought thee up out of the Land of EH 
changed the Glory of God who had wi 
ſo many Wonders and Miracles among i 
in Egypt, and the Red- Sea, into the Simili 
of an Ox that eateth grass, and Worlhij 
the molten Image; Yet God in his mall 
mercies forſook them not, but watched 
them by Night and by Day for good, 
es he had ace them 8 0 | 
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ughters, whom they Sacrificed unto the Idols 
Canaan : And as they went a Whoring af. 
other Gods, ſo they cruelly Murthered the 
dphets of the Lord, whom he ſent to In- 
c them, to teſtifie againſt them, and to 
Wn them to the Obedience of his Laws; 
erefore did he deliver them into the 
ads of their Enemies, and they that hated 
m Ruled over them, and . oppreſſed 
m; but in the time of their Trouble 
en they turned and cried unto God, he 
ird them from Heaven, and according to the 
eatneſs of his Goodneſs and his manifold 
cies he Saved them our of the hand of 
ir Enemies. Nevertheleſs they did flatter him 
th their mouth, and they lyed unto him with | | 
eir tongues, for their Heart was not right 
th him, neither were they Stedfaſt in his 
dvenant. No ſooner were they delivered and 
d reſt, but they returaed to their former- 
n and Wickedneſs : And therefore frequently 
d he give them up into the Hands of their Be. 
les, who vexed and oppreſſed them; and they, #17 
[cre brought low for their iniquity. Butt 
ö ſoon as they Returned to God and cryed tod 
im; he heard them from Heaven; and being . 
by.” | KR 1 9 . 8 full 1 bo 
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ainſt them, to bring them to Repentang 
but for all this they ſinned {fill more, dal 
proudly, and withdrew the ſhoulder, and y 
-_ not obey his Commandments. Many years 
de forbear them, and teſtified againſt then 
Huis Spirit in the Prophets. Are not alli 
WVritings of the Prophets, his intreaties, 
exhortations and commands to oblige tl 
People to Repent; his promiſes and declaratid 
of his mercy and Kindneſs, to encourage 4 
invite them to Repent ; his threatnings and 
rors to fright and terrifie them from ll 
his expoſtulations and other means of Inſtr 
on? But ſeeing all was in vain, He gave til 
over to the ſword of their Enemies, 
made their Kings, and Princes, and Prid 
and Prophets, and the Body of the People 
be carried Captive into Babylon: and gave 
own Temple, where his great Name was f 
corded, to be Burnt and Deſtroyed. Yet forl 
great mercies fake he did not utterly conſul 
nor forſake them. He who is the great, f 
mighty and terrible God, who keeps covelll 
and mercy, remembred for them his covell 
and mercy, and repented according to. 
multitnde of his mercies ; and made them! 
bl be pitied of thoſe who carried them captive 
= + and after Seventy Years delivered them fes 
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eir Captivi 9 but bears their deliverance they 
pted and pu ked the moſt High God 
c ork not his teſtimonies, but turned back © 
. del nfaithfully like their Fathers They 
ned aſide to their former wickedneſs and 
dellion like a deceitful bow: And did ſtill 
ovoke him with their counſels, but God in 
great mercy. and Jong ſuffering,” did by 
rious methods of his wiſdom and mercy, 
ain them up till the fulneſs of time was come. 
bd foreſeeing that the expectation of much 7 
bAdly grandure and proſperity, and of a tem 423 
ral Kingdom, under the Meſſias, would . i » 3 
umbling block unto them, and one great cauſe... 9 
their rejecting Chriſt: He haraſſed them 
Watinually after the captivity with temporal 
Blamitics and ſufferings; to wean them from 
te conſideration of temporal promiſes, and 
awaken their mind to the more ſerious 
nſideration of another world, and future hap- 
neſs by means of the promiſed Meſſias. But 
ey were ſo blinded and hardned in Sin, that 
they had perſecuted, the Prophets, and thoſe 
ho ſhowed them before of the coming of 
hriſt; and of the Salvation of God through 
im; they did likwiſe betray and murder our 
ue ord Jeſus Chriſt. Vet after all this God did - 
was! t utterly reject nor deſtroy them, for af. 
t foriier the "Aſcenſion of our Bleſſed Saviour, and 
onſu be deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtiles 
eat, Mad 4 Commiſſion from God"to Preath the Goſpel A0 4. 
oven n them firſt, and to proffer Salvation to them G5 9. 
deu rough the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, whom they had un- ' 
to M Cracified ; but after they rejected the 
them! ape, Perſecuted the Apoſtles, and. drove 
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SERMON V. 
them from among them, notwithſtandinp jj 
Miracles the Apoſtles wronght in dhe Kg 
of Chriſt, which were an undeniable proof 
his Reſurrection and Power of his being Chill 
the Lord: God did then reject and puiff 
them viſibly in the face of the. Woel 
and ſet evident marks of his Wrath | 
Diſpleaſure upon them, as at this day 
we conſider the ſtubbornneſs and diſobeſ 
ence of that People from one Generation 
another, and all the aggravations of the 
and folly, and the wonderful forbegrancea 
long ſuffering of God, with all the cirani- 
ſtances and conſiderations which belong wiki 
his proceedings with them; we ſhall be M 
vinced that Almighty God the Father of 
things is gracious, long ſuffering and ſlowy 
wrath, of great mercy, and ready to forpi 
and pardon tranſgreſſions and fin, that 
'- mercy is everlaſting and endureth from Ga 
lation to Generation. But this ſubje& b 
great extent, and comprehends the Writing 
of the Prophets, and the main body of tl 
ſacred ſtory: Wherefore he that would unde 
ſtand the goodneſs and long ſuffering of Ol 
let him read the Scriptures, and lay to hel 
what is revealed and recorded there li 
ir... a 
In the Scriptures we may converſe with m 
ny inſtances, of Gods goodneſs and long ſulk*W* 
ing. We ſee there what methods he uſes, 
alluring Sinners unto himſelf ; with what Ml 
zeſty he commands; with what condeſcenſioh 
long ſuffering and importunity he intreats, Ml 
co accept of Grace and Salvation: we may rex 
ne . 7400 
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c _ what SGX 5 hoon 3 he 
tantly embraceth, with "what gentlenels/he 
iſeth, with what bowels he pities them, 
have choſen him to be their God. We 
hear there of his gracious acceptance, and 
l rewarding their ſincere endeavours, to 
ſe him. And with what power he ſup- 
tech, and with what cordials he refreſheth 
e who are dejected under the ſenſe and 
rehenf on of his diſpleaſure ; and yet their 
We is ſincere towards him. We may hear 
4 how he often protects good men, from 
at and imminent dangers; how. he delivers 
m in grievous ſtraits, and in plies them 
extream needs, and bleſſes them with ſuc- 9 
in their undertakings. And how. he rai- a 
ome good men by wonderful means, to Zi 
at Wealth and Honour, as Joſeph, David, 3 
nel. We may ſee there his vigilant care fulneſs : 
er them, and all their concernments. As Plal. 36. 
Heaven is high above the Earth, ſo great is &. on 
mercy toward them that fear bim, And like 9 
a Father pitieth his Children, So the Lord Plal. 123. 
eth them that fear him. Thus David ſtrives 11. 
expreſs the goodneſs of God to them, tate 
ve him. But that expreſſion of Moſes. comes x. Nl 
areſt to repreſent how ſenſibly and render- 
he is affected, with all their concernments; 
ho compares the Servants of God to the 
Ipple of his Eye: that is to what above all Peut. 32. 
hings is moſt dear unto him, and whereof 
Wc is moſt tender. We know from the Scrip- ech. 2. 
ures, that God is merciful and overlooks the 8. 
nfirmities of men, and condeſcends to their 
yeakneſs; and he hath a love and goodneſs 
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deſpairing, of being received into his fayg 
whoſe mercy could receive a Manaſſet, at 
a, Magdaalen., This is a faithful fayingy 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſu © 
into the World, to fave ſinners, of whom I 
We are wont to Judge of the intent 
of any in his Promiſes, by his Honeſty 
Kindneſs. H men did take and interpret 
Covenant and Promiſes of God, according 
his great Mercy, long Suffering and ly 
Kindneſs in Chriſt our Lord; they would 
count it a great Happineſs, to be born 
in the verge of the Church; where the 
received into Covenant with God, and li 
a right to all the promiſes and bleſſup 
the Goſpel, made over unto them. And ui 
not miſtruſt the promiſes, nor reje& the g 
of God, when they are proffer'd, undet 
moſt ſacred pledges of Evidence and li 
Did men believe that God in his Covell 
in all the inſtitutions of the Chriſtian Rel 
on, do's with incomprehenſible Mercy and 
dom, intend and deſign their Good and 
vation: they would not ſtand a loof, and 
on at a diſtance, when he invites the! 
the Sacrament of the Communion of the Bd 
and Blood of Chriſt, as if he were a h 
and ſevere Maſter. To explain farther l 
long ſuffering and kindneſs, of our molt if 
citul God and Saviour; I proceed, 
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and 
ſpares thus but moreover purſues them, 
the Offers of his Mercy and Grace, 
diſpenſes the Bleſſings, of his Covenants 
gracious Promiſes to them, when one would 
that they had rendred themſelves un- 
hy of his Mercy and put themſelves 
of the reach and compaſs of his Grace, 
Wnſpeakable loving kindneſs. | | 
It the infirmities and failings of his Peo- 
yea many offences on their part, do not 
oke him to deny the bleſſings, he in his 
enant Promiſes to give them, in his dea- 
with his People, he conſiders not what 
& deſerve, but what becomes his great Ma- 
to do; and what may be for the honour 
is name, and the praiſe of his Grace. I 
aſſign two Inſtances of his great mercy, 
Wulfilling the gracious intent of his Pro- 
nd the firſt concerns his promiſe to Abra- 


He gave Abraham no Inheritance in it, 
not ſo much as to ſet his foot on. A 
It Famine drove his Poſterity out of the 
miſed Land; they ſojourned in Egypt more 
n Two Hundred Years. The Egyptians 
ught them into Bondage, and oppreſſed 
m grievouſly. ' After four Hundred Years 
Fir hope of the accompliſhment of the pro- 
le was almoſt worn out. They were un- 
a moſt grievous and heavy Bondage, = 


, to give the Land of Canaan to his Poſte- 1 fl. Joſt. 
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on; but ſaw no poſſible means of delivery 
from the Tyranny of a mighty Powerful 
But when their hope was failing, their 
dition moſt deſperate; then the God of f 
ven, who humbles himſelf to behold thi 
on Earth, heard their groanings and 
ſighs; and remembred the Covenant whig 
had made with Abraham many years bw 
When they had almoſt forgotten the Pron 
or when great trouble and affliction tem 
them, to think that God had forſaken then 
forgotten his Covenant, he ſent Moſes to] 
them, that he ſaw their Affliction, th 
would deliver them from that Bondage 
oppreſſion, according to his promiſe to 
Fathers; being the appointed time a 
And ſhews them that he would give 
the Land of Canaan, a Land flowing witli 


and Honey. And he delivered them al 


dingly, with a mighty hand, with man 
and miracles. And when they offendel 
at the Red Sea, and in the Will 
by their Infidelity , Idolatry and I 
dience, he Sware in his wrath, that 
Generation ſhould not enter into his reſt 
their carcaſſes fell in the Wilderneſs. © I 
their ſins deſerved it, yet his Promiſe did 
fall with them; but he gave the promiſcdy 
for an Inheritance, to the Children & 
rebellious Generation. Does not this probe, 
the God of Heaven remembers his Cove 
and Promiſes ? That his mercies are ſure, all 
from Generation to Generation? That his V 
nants are contrived and well ordered, for theg 
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did cry out becauſe of oppreſſion and a | 
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all ſet before you a- 
er inſtance of God's 
t mercy, in fulfilling 
gracious intent of his 
liſes, and it concerns 
bromiſe of the Meſſias; 
which promiſe Was 
unto Adam, imme- 
ly after his fall, in 
words the Seed of the 
an ſhall bruiſe the head 
Serpent. As ſoon as 
had plunged himſelf 
Whis Poſterity Into e- 


God gives him hope 
lerful means, even the 
s only begotten Son, 


e fulneſs of time. Was 
to whom God was 


Aid, as to make him 
of of this inferiour 


rd, who notwithſtand- 
rebelled againſt his ma- 
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ſting Miſery ; the Mer- 


vation, and that by Salvation, and bow 


ation and Sufferings 


was this unthankful 
ched Apoſtate, worthy 
t Almighty and Exer- 
3 laſting 
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iners; with great condeſcenſion to their 
kneſs, Sin and Miſery ? he do's not forget 
romiſes, nor give over the deſigns of his 

y and loving kindneſs to them; though they 
yea fail moſt grievouſly on their Part. 


| ma 7 
It may be alledged, that this pro- 
miſe is abſolute and not conditional; 
and therefore is not à proper in- 
ſtance to this purpoſe. 
It's anſwered, when God imend- 


ed, to Redeem mankind by Feſus 


Chriſt, he knew that great pambers 
would deſpiſe bis Mercy and mani- 


| fold Wiſdom in Chriſt 9.7 evealed in 


the various diſpenſations of Religi- 
on. But he knew alſo that many 
would believe and be ſaved. And 


he purpoſed to ſend bis Son for their - 


Salvation. Therefore this promiſe 
was ſo far abſolute, that the per- 
formance of it was infallibly cer- 
tain, Jar gþe Elects ſake. 
muſt a 


that be who made man, 


knew what means and aſſiſtances of 


Grace, might be ſucceſsfull for their 
ar theſe would 
be ſucceſsful : and accordingly pur- 


poſed in himſelf, before the World -- 


was, to fend his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him 


ſhould not Periſh, but have ever- 


laſting Life. 


But if God had foreſeen, that 
none would have believed in Chrift, 
in that caſe, be would not haue 


promiſed to ſend his Son; bur 


would have utterly deſtroyed man- 


kind : (Or rather he would never 
have made man.) As he will de- 
Sſtroy mankind by fire, when they 


For we 
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become Obſtinately | 
Wicked; or when all the Ele are 
getbered 1855 IT DSs 

So that the diſcuſſing of this 
point, would lay before us the wick- 


edneſs and corruption of the bu- 


mane Nazure, and how far it goes 
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to render man unworthy of Grace; 


and to provoke God to have ut- 
zerly deſtroyed bim. On the other 
band, it would ſet forth the love 
of God, and how far bis great 
Mercy, long Suffering , and the 


contrivances of his manifold Wiſe 


dom go, toward the carrying on 
the great work of maus Salvati- 


en; notwithſtanding bis infidelity 
and unthankfulneſs. So that this 


it a very great and proper inſtance 
ro my purpoſe, but 4 full diſcuſſion 
of it would require a Volume. 


humbly and thankfully before God: {of 
It may * that he has always in hil 


2 due ſe 


8. 


®, 
2 


* 


: of the love of God,” 
© thankful remembrance of ſo great 4 
tion. Behold when there were but ty 
chers in the World; the one roſe up # 
the other and cruelly Murthered him 
wherefore did he Slay him? What evil 
_ miſchief had he done him! He was morel 
teous than himſelf. And men the mot 
increaſed and multiplyed on the Earth 
grew more and more Wicked ſtil]. Inf 
chat it repented God that he had made 
And Cod ſaw that the Wickedneſs of ma 
great in the Earth, and that every imaginail 
the thoroins of bis Heart, was only Evil com 


ing God prevents hin 


with ſuch amazing 


love to him ſend his] 
ly Son, to take upoy 
our Fleſh ,, and to 
Death upon the Cu 


our Salvation? tho hit 
roved unthankfuf bv 
leſſings, perfection th 


P e-eminences Wich 
wed upon him 
Creation: Yet be fan 


ſuch incomprehenſible 
cy; he muſt be q 


neſs, and muſt find 
ſelf under ſtrong" 
nifold obligations, tl 


» N 4 


e Lord ſaid I wil deſtroy man whom I have 
, from the face of the Earth, both man and 
and the creeping thing and the fowls of the 
for it repenteth me that I have made them, 
ver of his great mercy he ſaved a few, 
land his family, to people the World a 
neither did the qgſign of his ſending his 
hto the World, periſh with the old World. 
it might have been expected, that this 
ace of People, would have taken heed un- 
emſelves, and taught their poſterity from 
ation to generation to keep the Cont 
ments of God; and would have warned 

Children to abſtain from Sin and Unrighte- 
ſs ; and to beware of provoking the 
h and Indignation of Almighty God the 
| of Hoſts, putting them in remembrance, 
God deſtroyed the old World, and ſet- 
before them the great mercy and love of 
to encourage them to obey his Laws. 
the Waters of the Floud were ſcarcely 
d off the earth; when men returned to 
r former wicked ways; and the wickedneſs 
his new world increaſed ſo ſpeedily, and 
e to a height ſo quickly, that about five 
dred Years after the Floud, they provok'd 
Almighty Lord and moſt merci FI 
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- 242 SER MON: v. 
Rom. 1. of all, to reject them; As they did nt 
21, 0 lle ,,::in God in their knowledge ;, God gaue th 
end v. 28. 7 3 5 4 bo 451 3 
zo a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things wh 
not convenient. He chuſes Abraham, and Mi 
into covenant with him and tis ſed, 
him; knowing that Abraham wail 
ſtruct his Children and Houſnold after 
the Law of God, to keep the way of th 
70 Juſtice and JI To this ſel 
Rom. 9.4, ple he gave many privileges, many yl 
% _— o his Lo and Faithfulneſs. The Meſſi 
of them as to the Fleſh And the 
"miſe concerning that great Salvation ti 
him belonged to them. He renewed t 
miſe by Moſes; and ſhewed Daved that 
their great Saviour and Deliverer .ſhoulf 
of his Family. He raiſed up many judg 
Kings and Prieſts, many great Savioursl 
and govern them; as types and fore ri 
the Meſſias- and to aſſure them that hen 
his promiſe. The whole e&conomie of thei 
directed them to Chriſt. Their Temple$ 
ces and all the rites and uſuages of their We 
did repreſent and point at Chriſt. God 
his Prophets to Inſtru& them from time tol 
and to reveal many things concerning I 
_ carnation his Perſon and Sufferings. A 
light increaſes upon the approaching 
Sun, until his riſing : It was even fo, a 
riſing of the Son of Righteouſneſs upol 
World. Now one would think that- ths 
of men, whom God had elected to be the 
of his Paſture and the Sheep of his hand, W 
| he delighted to guide and ſave; would 
| endeavoured, to avoid every thing Whichg 
| * a | 
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hem out of God's favour and protection, 
ender them unworthy of the love of God „ 
riſt. And if they alſo ſhould reſiſt te 
> of God, and reject his mercy; then it ..n+ 
o be feared, that God would have utterly © 
| refratary and diſobedient, that it repent- 1 
im that he had made man: he deſtroyed "of 
1d World: then he rejected the Gentiles, m0 
hetook himſelf to Abraham and his Poſteri- 
hom he did own in the face of the World, 
> the People of his ſpecial care and pro- 
dn. He wrought many ſigns and won- 
for their ſafety.. He built a Temple, dwelt 
be them, and govern'd them as his Subjects; 
ing their temporal Intereſts, and any af- 
or indignity done unto them as done un- 
imſelf. If after all they ſhould deſpiſe 
race, blaſpheme yea cruelly betray and mur- 
the Son of God their Saviour ; the reſt - 
tankind being rejected and given over to a 
pbate mind; nothing remaineth but that 
ſhould deſtroy and make an end of man. # 
tie Lord is gracious, and full of compaſſion, ſlow _ 
ger and of great mercy. The Lord is good to all -_ 
ways are not like the ways of men. He pur- 
the intent of his gracious covenant and pro- 45 
s ſtill; for after the aſcenſion of Chriſt and 3 
deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles 4} 
teſtile and declare that Chriſt roſe again i, 
Mm the dead on the third day; and proved hs >. 
the Writings of the Prophets which were ” 
in their Synagogues every Sabbath day, 41.8 
t it is he which was ordained of God, to be | Il 
Saviour of as many as ſhovld believe in -. 


1 
* 
- 
Ln, 


* thy | 


' him; and that he was to be the Judge ofg 
and dead. And they -wronght many ſign 
"miracles in his name; which were a ſenſibleq 
vincing proof and evidence of his-Reſurr 
of the truth of his Doctrine, and of high 
ſent from God. But after all the Vario 
and methods of diſcipline and inſtructioꝶ 
the wiſdom and long ſuffering of God had 
to train that people up in the knowledge q 
promiſed Meſſias; they rejected the Gl 
perſecuted the Apoſtles and drove them g 
Then God did indeed reje& the body df 
people, and brought viſible dreadful Judgnt 
upon them. But a remnant of them was 
a remnant was ſaved notwithſtanding. A 
Apoſtles were commanded to preach the 
to the Heathens. Then Paul and Barnabal 
x ed bold, and ſaid, it was neceſſary that the 
Act. 13. God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to you ( 
46:47» 48. hut ſeeing ye put it from you, and Judge pon 
4 unworthy of everlaſting life, lo we turn to tu 
tiles. For ſo hath the Lord commanded un 
T bave ſet thee to be a light of the Gentiles, iu 
ſhouldeſt be for Salvation unto the ends of thel 
And when the Gentiles heard this, they were gl 
| * glorified the word of the Lord, k. 
Ephe. 22 TheGentiles were aliens from the common ll 
IP of Ifrael, and ſtrangers from the covenant of ji 
having no hope, and without God in the Wa 
They had abandoned the worſhip of tis 
God, and did every where worſhip the H 
and his Angels. And God might have ll 
under that fatal Ignorance and helliſh darW 
Fiat. 4.6, untill this day and for ever. Bu te 7 
= which ſat in darkneſs," ſaw great light 5 
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which ſat in the region and ſhadow of Death, 
ti: ſprung up. The Gentiles had been juſtly 
Gken and given up to the Luſts of their 
rts for many generations : and they did not 
after God; but he called them into his 
ice and ſent the word of peace and reconct.. 
jon to them. Eſaias is very bold, and ſayeth, Rom. 10. 
as found of them that ſought me not; I was mide 0s 
pifeſt to them that asked not after me. The 
s are rejected for unbelief, but if they con- 
te not ſtill in unbelief, they ſhall be admitted 
in into the fellowſhip of the mercy and grace 
od in Chriſt, for the power of God's mer- | 
s very great. And they (Jews) alſo if they Rom. 11. 
nos ſtill in unbelief, ſhall be graffed in: for 233 
is able to graff them in again, &c. and if the * * 
*g away of them be the reconciling of the World; 
ſhall the receiving of them be, but life from the 
Oh that men would praiſe the Lord for his pq 10 75 
meſs, and for his wonderful works to the Children 15. 
ver | | | 
we conſider theſe things, and much more 
ug ing to this Argument, we ſhall be con- 
ed that mankind are very averſe to good, 
apt to degenerate from generation to ge- 
ation. And they did fo flight the love of 
d, declared in promiſes and prophecies con- 
ning Chriſt, as might have provok d him, as 
at as his mercy and long ſuffering 1s, to have 
en over all attempts for their Salvation, and 
erly to have conſumed and deſtroyed them. 
d when we conſider upon the manifold wiſ- 
n of God, in the gradual revelation of this 
Itery of love; in his various dealings with 
rent races of men, ; them documents 
7 9 
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| to one another by turns; and laying befor 
"Y many wonderful inſtances and experiment 
» his wiſdom, long ſuffering and Juſtice ; wen 
conclude that God loves mankind ſo much 
for any good or worth that is in them, ht 
: magnifie the riches of his mercy, and thr 
A | occaſion of their corruption, ſin and infirm 
þ to give ſuch an Inſtance and proof of ha 
dom and goodneſs as is infinitly aboret 
praiſes and comprehenſion of Men and Any 
For the Angels are ſaid diligently to look 
pry into theſe things, which the Holy d 
hath revealed and diſpenſed unto men tim 
Jeſus Chriſt. And when we remember hoy 
the propheſies concerning the Meſſias, han 
a that was foretold concerning the fa 
Tribe and Family of which he was tod 
all that was foretold concerning the time, 
and manner of his Nativity; and conell 
his Life, Death, Paſſion and Reſurrection 
verified and made good in the genealopyi 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; abore! 
thouſand years after the firſt intimation ot 
we mult reſolve, that the eternal, invilible| 
wiſe God, though he be high and dw 

7 the higheſt Heavens, yet he concerns hill 
— in the affairs of men, and remembers bi 
3 venants and promiſes, with greater mere 
kindneſs, than they imagine or expect. And! 
. ſhould account it a great happineſs, to be 
* within the verge of the viſible Church; w. 
all the bleſſings and promiſes of the Goſpel 
made over and ſealed unto us, in the 8 
Rom. 11. ments of our Religion. For the Gifts and cil 
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29. of God are without repentance. His mercies . 
promiſes are ſure, and eſtabliſhed upon eme 
A. 


eig foundations. I am the Lord I change not Mal. 3. & 
ere ye Sons of Jacob are not conſumed. | come, 


) To make ſome practical application and 
ovement of what hath been ſaid, and that 
teſe four purpoſes, (1) To ſtrengthen our 
. (2) To make us modeſt in our inquiries 


the Reaſons and Methods of Gods diſpenſa- 
5188. (3) To increaſe our love to God. (4) To 
eaſe our love to one another. | 

008 To ſtrengthen our Faith in the promiſes 
x; WM mercy of God, we ſhould often remem- 
Cn od's fulfilling ſo many promiſes and ac- 
liſhing ſo many prophecies to his Church. 
oy manner of the performance of each of 


b, includes many inſtances and proofs of 

ö Almighty Power, Wiſdom, Mercy and 

. We ſhould often meditate upon God's 
ding his ancient people, according to his 
ſes, upon their obedience : and his Puniſh- 
em according to his threatnings, ſo exact- 

r many ages and generations. And as we 
vo obſerve the mercy and long ſuffering of ® 
to that people; ſo we ſhould not forget | 
le rerity in rejecting them at the laſt, for Pſal. 69. 
wel 


un through the World as at this day; without 1% 79% 
his blended with other Nations, = loſt by 2 2 
mixture with them; a thing which never get i: : bus 
An any other Nation or People but them on- ſcatter 
be ho are a viſible living proof and laſtin ae. a 
ment, to the whole World, of the Truth „ng be 
pe briſts Religion. Now Gods fulfilling ſo People, c. 
e Sy promiſes and prophecies, are ſo many 3 
4 caßrious experiments of his goodneſs and 
cies W- And are to us an earneſt and pledge of 
on e mercies and bleſſings of God; and of the 

ac | L 2 pro- 
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promiſes and proj y] 
fulfilled ; of the forgiveneſs of our Sins; d 
Refarredicl of ee Pes; of xt Iieot 


coveries and experiments of Gods long fol 


ing his Son into the World; the Which 


ſuch a variety of conſiderations mf 


on of this Church, ſuggeſts this argumeal 
theexerctſeand increaſe of our faith and thi 


holy Prophets: Which have be ce the world 
&c. And he remembring his . mercy hath 


* 
| : a . * 5 
5 F ; i 
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Crown of Glory in theLife to come, &. N 
fore nothing is more proper to increaſe ourl 
in God, than ro meditate much upon thi 


41 
truth and love. Eſpecially = that inc 
henſible inſtance and teſt of his love, his 


trace up to the beginning, contains {1 
promiſes and prophecies, typical repreſenta 
ſuch gradual revelations of that incomprd 
ble myſtery of love; ſich manifold arty 
methods of diſcipline, to train up ment 
knowledge and belief of it; ſo many pid 
ſtances and experiments of the long iilf 
mercy and truth of God, in keeping and 
ing good his covenants and promiſe 


uments, as may ſerve mightily to conf 
engthen our Faith, and to increaſe our 
ledge and love of God. And the daily d 


neſs: Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael: r 
viſited and redeemed his people : and hath 
up a mighty Salvation for us : In the bouſtl 
Servant David: As he ſpake by the mouth 


to perform the mercy promiſed to our forte fil 
his Servant Iſrael, as he promiſed to our ful 


thers Abraham and his ſeed for ever. Ou 
neration of men paſſes away, and another 
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fter all the diſcoveries and inſtances of the 
ercy and love of Jeſus Chriſt; and all the 
omiſes of his grace, they think him a ſevere 
aſter, and deal warily by him. They are loath 
multiply their vows and obligations to ſerve 
d obey him; leſt they fall ſhort of the per- 
rmance of them. There excuſe is very like 
It of the unprofitable Servant, who received "0 
e talent, that ſaid, Lord, I know thee that thou Matt. 23. 
tan hard man, reaping were thou haſt not ſown, 4. 
d gathering where thou haſt not ſtrawed, and F * 8 
as affraid and went and hid thy talent in the Earth, © 
there thou haſt that is thine. He thought fit 
d deal very warily by ſuch a Maſter, as 
heſe men do: but what account their great 
ord and, Maſter. makes of ſuch Wiſdom and 
Warineſs; or how he will receive this or the 
e excuſe at their hand, they may if they 
leaſe learn from Matt. 25. v. 26, 27, 28, 29, 


2. What, 


— 


S ERMON v. 
2. What hath been ſaid, may ſerve to my 
us modeſt, in our inquiries into the reafy 
and methods of God's dealings with my 
and with indignation, to reject any notion,q 
principle that detracts from, or is input 
to his goodneſs. Almighty God our Fach 
when he promiſed to ſend his Son into 
World for our Salvation, knew how fr iz 
his purpoſe would be ſucceſsful, upon his jj 
3 ing men with ſuch varieties of diſpenſation 
| Noxwuy- God ſent his Son in the fulneſs of time, c 


8 


e355 xet is, when by a long ſeries of Propheſies, re 
Hezoręb- led at ſundry and very diſtant times, and} 
2. + divers manners and meaſures; and when by 
1 Heb. 1. 1. ny proofs and inſtances of his Wiſdom, Lat 
1 long Suffering and truth towards his Pept 
for many Ages and Generations, all thu 
were duly prepared, and in a fit poſture 
the appearing of ſo great a Perſon ; and 
the introducing of ſuch a perfect diſpenfati 
of Religion, as is the Goſpel. The excellal 
wiſe reaſons of ſuch a diverfity and' variety 
diſpenſations, and ſuch manifold methods 
diſcipline ; are too many, too ſublime and py 
found, of too great an extent and breadth, 
be comprehended and ſearched into by 
The rejecting of the Jews, is one remarkalk 
diſpenſation of the Wiſdom and ' Juſtice 
God; but ſuch as includes much with regatl 
both to what is paſt and to what is to cone; 
that St. Paul conſidering it, acknowledges, 
would teach us to acknowledge, the depth on 
A the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God, ti 
Rom. 11. his Judgments are unſearchable, and his Walk 
2 - paſt finding out. mx - 7. * "I 
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SERMON V. 

. The conſideration of God's long Suffer- 
and Mercy, and Faithfulneſs to his Pro- 
ts, ſhould increaſe our love to God, and 
ken our endeavours to obey him. They 
enter into Covenant with him, and pledge 
ir Faith and Truth to him, to give him 
r Heart and Love, and to own and obey 
as their Lord, ought to be conſtant and 
ere in their Love and Duty. And is It 
| great folly and unthankfulneſs in them; 
ſuffer their Heart and Loye to ſtray from 
? And to truſt in others more than ia him? 
I like a Treacherous Adulterous Wife, to 
a Whoring after ſtrangers ! do not men 
Ir a great affront and indignity to him? 
en contrary to their ſolemn Vows and En- 
ements, they love the World and truſt 
any of his Creatures, more than in him; 
and ſet their love and affection upon his 
mies, Sin and Satan. God in the wri- 1 


gs of the Prophets, under the Similitude "Ti 


a Marriage, frequently expoſtulates with his, 
ple, whom he had received into Covenant, 
news them that he was kind to them, and | 
hful to all his Promiſes, there was no fault: 
defect on his ſide, and after all their A- 


ceries, Injuſtice and Treachery, he invites „ 
n to return to him who was ready to em- 19 
e them, in the arms of his tender Mercy 3 | 

| 


mc”! lay, If a man put away his Wife, and fhe Jere. 3. 1. 
Von him, and become another Mans, ſhall he and 121% 1, 


He fo her again? ſhall not that land be greatly * = 

hated? but thou haſt play'd the Harlot with ma- 7 q 

Jin lovers, yet return again to me faith the Lord: yh 4 | 
4 20 and proclaim theſe words towards the North, / 
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Lord, 1 will ee er 
you, for I am Merciful ſaith the Lord, and} 
not keey my Anger for ever, only acknoyl 
thine iniquity, that thou haſt tranſgreſſed- 4 


and ſay return thay -hackſtiding Wragl, ſum 


ry 
3 


the Lord thy God, and has ſcattered thy may 
the ſtrangers under every green Tre, andy 
not obeyed my voice ſaith the Lard, turn ON 
Riding Children ſaith the Lord, for Tam Ma 
unto yau, &c. Yea he complains that his 0 
people whom he had delivered, with an 
and, and to whom he was ſo Gracious 
Merciful, dealt more injuriouſly and un 
by him, then the Heathans did by their I 
Hath a Nation changed their Gods ? wid 
yet no Gods, but my People have changed i 
Glory, for that which doth not profit. Be aſh i = 
O ye Heavens] at this; be ye horribly af 
ye very deſolate, ſaith the Lord, for m 
have committed two evils, they have fer | 
the fountain of living Waters, and hewed thenl 
Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns, that can hold no Wi 
So that men chuſe to ſerve and +worſkipl 
thing, rather than the Eternal, Inviſible @ 
whoſe incomprehenſible Wiſdom and Mal 
challenge from us the higheſt veneration, ll 
hearty love and conſtant obedience, No ai 
Lords have a better right to our Service 
do's the goodneſs and kindneſs of any del 
our love and affection better. Yet many chi 
to ſerve the World, the Fleſh and the Del 
which prove very unmerciful unfaithful MW 
ſters : they appear indeed to be very N 
and forward, to afford us all Worldly Pe 
ſures and delights ; but theſe pleaſures a 
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an inticing bait, to allure and inſuare men; 
> we not ſeen HOW a poor Bird 18 deceived 
he art of the Fowler, how ſwiftly it ha- 


to the bait, and ſnatches at it greedily, 
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knows not that there is a ſnare for its 
Men are as ſimple and fooliſh, as to the 
erns of their Immortal Soul; and areea- 
impos'd upon and over-reached by the 
its of the World the Fleſh and the De- 
Many whom the World eſteem Wiſe and 
ent, are eaſily cheated out of Eternal Life, 
he enticements of Sin. And men can by 
neans, ſecure. themſelves againſt the aſſaults 
attempts of theſe Enemies; but by puttin 
iſelves under the direction and conduct 
ee Wiſdom of God in his Word; giving 
hemſelves to be Sanctified and governed by 
eenouncing the Deviland all his works, the 
ps and Vanity of this wicked World; and 
e ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh. 

it not an humbling conſideration, to re- 
ber that many love fin and this preſent 
id more than God? is it not an infa- 
inputation on our Nature: that a great 
of mankind ſet up ſuch baſe unworthy 
als to God, -for their love-and obedience. 
and reje& the Counſels of God, and ſhake 
his Yoke and Government, and follow the 
ices and deſires of their own hearts; and 
e up themſelves to be acted and go- 
ned by the Devil, who was a Lyer and 
urderer from the begianing, and deceives 
his Slaves, and plunges them in Eternal A 
ery. Whereas they who ſerve God fhall q 
ave not ſuch a reward as their imperfect Y 


Rom. 6. 


deemer; his diſpenſations to his Servant 
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ſervice deſerves, but ſuch as becomes the 
dom and goodneſs of Almighty God to g 
even everlaſting Life. The wages of ſin is I 
but the gift of God is Eternal Life through 
Chriſt our Lord. Every one may chuſe w 
of theſe Maſters he will ſerve; the ſeri 
the Devil ſeems eaſie and pleaſant, wel 
gratifie the luſts of the fleſh, and follow! 
evil cuſtoms of this wicked World, and 
on without any conſideration of a future fi 
and without denying our ſelves any wal 
pleaſure or ſatisfaction. But the | ſervig 
God enjoyns us to ſubdue our luſts, toll 
our ſelves, to live as ſtrangers and Pulprint 
this Earth, and as Citizens of the new 
lem which is above, and in every thingtal 
form our ſelves to the example of Cl 
this appears to be more hard and dil 
and is very croſs to fleſh and blood. 
we ſhould believe and he fullyperſwaded1 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, ref 
nothing of us but what tends to advandl 
happineſs and perfection: All his Lam 
the wiſe counſels and directions of a me 
and kind Father; of a gracious and loyingl 


ſuch as make it evident, that he is gradl 
flow to wrath, and of great mercy; he 


them the aſſiſtance of his grace, and M of 
kindly by them in this World, and prom an 
inch a reward in the end, as makes his ed, 
vice very deſirable and eligible, And we HM pra 


prepare our ſelves to endure patiently in 
veniencies, troubles, diſaſters and affiii 
through Faith in God; who will perform! 


8 : 2 N „ 
9 2 0 * 1 * * 
» F% * 
e L 2 
L 1 #08 
9 


SERMON V. 
e ſe. For ye have need of Patience; that af. Heb. 10. 
bee done the will of God, ye might receive 36, 37, 
%. For yet 4 little while, and he t at 3" 
will come and will not tarry. Nom the Fuſt 
g ive by Faith 3 but if any man draw back, 

SE ſhall have no pleaſure in him. 5 
re conſideration of the long ſuffering 
rreat mercy of our God, directs us how 
u ould love one another: and enforces the 
tions of mutual charity and forbea- 
he love of God our Creator and 
mer, is the beſt comment upon that 
of mutual love which he enjoyns us; 
is love in Scripture is propounded as the 
r meaſure and rule of our charity to 

aother. I/ unto you * * Enemies, Matt. 5. 
dt | hem that curſe you, &c. at ye may be 44, 45, 
laren of your Father which is in Heaven, for 46, 47. 


eh his Sun to riſe on the evil and on the 48. 
&c. Be ye kind one to another, tender heart- 1 
eving one another, even as God for Chriſt's Ph. 4. 


eh forgiven you. Seeing the love of = 

wo is above our comprehenſion, we ſhould 

e ger the breadth of his Law which com- 
us to Imitate it. J have ſeen an end Plal. 119. 
LS perfection, but thy Commandment is exceed. 95+ 
. And how manifold muſt our failings 

© OY offences be, who live under the obliga- 
of ſuch an holy perfect Law ! It is very 

OM and difficult for us who are evil and 

us Wed, to conform our ſelves in our hearts 

pra gices to the long-ſuffering and tender 

mag of God. And we find from our fad 

en lence, That the Scripture ſaith not in vain, Jam, 4. 
bir that dwelleth in us Luſteth to envy. 5. 

x9)! WE | | Theſe 


1 
\ 
4 


of his A 8 who imagine that | they F 
chief, no injuſtice to their Neighbour, 
3 they do no good to him. Their Conſc 
4 cuſes them, if they be guilty of ſome go 
a= injuſtice 3 but their having left unde 
good which they ought to have done, 


L 


8 part of their daily confeſſion. They & 
=_” ! mean to Imitate the goodneſs. and lay 
1 | God, though the ſentence of Eterna 
13 tion, Mat. 25. belongs to as many to 

23 do good: To as many as will not gi 
1 to the Hungry, nor Cloths to the Nakal 
1 Luk. 16. 2 | * 2 | 
, Ce. The rich Man mention'd in the Goſpi 


. in Hell, not becauſe he oppreſſed hal 
_ or did any wrong to him: But becauſe 
A not relieve him, feed and cloth him. 
1 The long: ſuffering of God, his great 
5 and gracious intentions in his promi 
covenants to his People, revealed a 
preſented to us in the Scriptures, may. 
that uncharitable ſlandering perſecuting 
rit, which prevails among the ſeveral I 
Sects of Chriſtians : Who do not bl 
deſire or delight in the honour of G0 
holineſs and good of one another; as lh 
failings and faults of one another, aud 
church and perſecute one another upol 
account of difference and diſagreement, a 
inconſiderable points, which have no gre# 
fluence upon, nor connexion with the 1 
mental truths and duties of Religion, 


SERMON 

ry unagreeable to that merey Ante 
ag of God, whieh at e "Bi 
ye his People, through 0 ty 
bs and changes of times, 
bligations of his Pr j 
em as his own People; and ready to ſhew 

upon them, even when they did deep- 
orrupt themſelves and reject his Laws; 
ying and reſtoring them by manifold diſ- 
tions and various. means of Wiſdom and ” 
y. Poor ſinful mortals who carry about : 
ad of corruption and infirmity, ought 1 
to be too forward in accuſing and con- 
ing others, excluding them from the mercy 
grace of God which muſt be very great, 
ey or any of mankind be ſaved by it 
no wonder though that Ignorance and 
e whereby men deſpiſe and ſlight the grace of 
make them uncharitable and unjuſt to one 
her. The leſs Knowledge and Charity any 
or Party of 'Chriſttans hath; the more do 
need the Mercy and Grace of God: But 
moſt like to fail of it, through their un- 


u itableneſs and injuſtice to their Brethren. 
| [0 ſhould endeavour, to have a right Judgment 
ſo WY Underſtanding of the mercy and long-ſuffer- 
2008 of God, that they may be ſenſible, how much 


are beholden. to it ; and be thankful : that 
may perceive, how much they fall ſhort of 
ue Obedience to that Holy Law, which pro- 1 
nds the goodneſs and forbearance of God, 2 
the pattern and meaſure of their charity | 


p L Kindneſs to one another; that confeſſing 1 ; 
„ bewailing their failings and offences, with a 
= that. ; 


} 1 
| Ez 
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that Humility, that becometh ſuch p 


condemned wretches ; they may tain par 
of God, whoſe Nature and Pro erty is eve 
be ready, to ſhew mercy and to forgive igy 


ty and tranſgreſſions. FT 
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Lord is Good to all, and his tender 
Mercies are over all his Works. 


Have made it evident, that there are 
obvious ſigns and indications of an 
univerſal goodneſs, in the face and 
economy. of the World. 
That God is in a ſpecial manner good 
gracious to all men. And I proceed to the 
general head, I propoſed to be conſidered, 
80 a right underſtanding of the goodneſs 
od. | Q 

And that was the reſemblance and foot- 
of Divine Goodneſs, imprinted by the 
ighty Creator, upon men and Angels. Any 
lance of the perfections of God, ſtamped 
im on his Creatures, the workmanſhip of 
hands, ſhould be as ſteps for our minds 
limb upon, to the knowledge and con- 
plation of him, who is infinite in all per- 
on. He that made the Eye, doth not a 
ee? He who is the Author and Giver of 8 
hat goodneſs which is in Angels or Men, 
ot he good and mercitul? 
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In the handling of this ſubject, 1 ſj 
ſider ſome retemblance of the Divine d 
neſs, iin 
1. Of the Love and Goodneſs of mei 
ſhew that the love of Chriſt and his A 
is inconſiſtent with, and checks the unchy 
ble Opinions and Practices of the Jen 
others. +7 1 ORCS 4 Ol 
4. I ſhall: ſhew that tlie want of 
and Goodnels, is the great blemiſh of thi 
inane Nature: and though God delights 
Glory of his Goodneſs, and has fenced iii 
againſt the ingrate attempts of men upojiit 
by their uncharitable opinions and pi 
they diſparage and diminiſh it moſt 1njufial 
For, 1. they pervert his word to that phi 
2. They entertain notions and conceits i 
and his doings, very reproachful to his 
neſs. . J 1 
5. I ſhall ſhew, that men ought not toil 
the goodneſs of God's being incomprehell 
an occaſion of diſparaging and leſſening is 
6. I ſhall anſwer an objection againftit 
1. The Divine Goodneſs is but, obſil 
repreſented, by any ſemblance of it, ul 
imprinted upon the Humane Nature. Men 
ſome goodneſs and mutual beneficence; 
cially Parents have a tender love and f 
to their Children. But the goodneſs and! 
of the moſt tender hearted Parent, is ſt 
with that frowardneſs and wickedneſs, wil 
is ſo deeply rooted in our Nature; hence 
B. Saviour reaſons,” Jf ye then being evil, l. 
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p to give good gifts unto your Children, how Mat. 7 
y more ſhall your Father mbit 


ich is in Heaven, "+ 


al 


; good gifts to them that ask him? And, But 
D ſaid the Lord bath forſaken me, &c. 

4 a Woman forget her Suc king Child, that ſhe 1g, ,0 
11 Id not have compaſſion on the Son of her womb? OE: 


_ they may forget, yet will J not forget thee. 


>. As to the goodneſs and kindneſs of An- 2. 
s, it is more pure and diſintereſſed ; an " 
y joy and delight in the happineſs of their #. \N 
pw Creatures. Our B. Saviour witueſſeth 4 


i ſweet diſpoſition of theſe bleſſed Spirits, 
en he tells us, there is Foy in the preſence of the Juke 40 oY 


gels of God, over one Sinner that repenteth. 10. 
reover the goodneſs of Angels appears, from 
t gladneſs and joy, which they did declare = 
expreſs, at the Nativity of our Lord and ” 
jour: when the nature of man, much in- - [46M 
our to them, was to, be advanced above them. 
alice or any inclination to that helliſſ, pee- 
| Paſſion, were in theſe Heavenly Creatures, 
h an occaſion never was to ſtir it up; for R 
humane Nature, which in its integrity 3 


e much below them, was to be advanced 
ach Glory as might ſeem to dim their 
rc, and impeach their Dignity and Honour: Luke 2. 
bey expreſſed greater joy and thankfulneſs 7+ 


the Salvation of Men, than they themſelves 
I. If the goodneſs and love of Angels be 
large, and free from envy, how great is A 
goodneſs of God, and free from envy 1 
all limitations. Nothing is more con- 
ry to the nature of God, than to deſign or 
e Pleaſure in the Miſery of any of his 9 
| M Crea- +40 
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Creatures. And nothing is more agreeabley 
the nature of the Devils, who are no ll 
grieved at the happineſs of any of Gods Ci 

. tures, than the Angels are glad. Malice is 
nature of the Devil, who was a Murderet 

a Lyar from the beginning. But Love i 


1 Fob. 4, Nature and Image of God. God 35. Long | 


God in him. . = 
3. here are very lively Caracters and foot 
of divine goodneſs, in the example of Cl 
and his Apoſtles; and that ingenuous bei 
cent temper of Spirit that was in them. 1 
univerſal Charity, compaſſion and good 
which Chriſt required his Diſciples. to bear 
all men, good and bad, Friends and Enenl 
he queſtionleſs did practiſe in the higheſt deg 
He never upon any provocation wiſhed of 
evil to any man, as to his temporal or ſpin 
Intereſts: but went about doing good if 
And by his practice and doctrine, did de 
how earneſtly and ſincerely he intended and 
fired, the good and Salvation of mankind. 1 
never prayed for the confuſion or deſtruſ 
of any ſort of men, upon a ſuppoſition ofll 
being incorrigible enemies to him, and his? 
ſpel, or of ſome ſecret decree devoting tha; 
deſtruction. Yea in the midſt of the A9 
and torments of the croſs, he prayed for, 
bad men his crucifiers, while they were fe 
their eyes, and ſatiating their malice with 
ſpectacle of his miſery and pain, and imb 
their hands in his blood, and contracting 49 
as Inexpiable as any. e 


+21 Thol 


16. he that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, 
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Though the rejection of the Jews, and the 
truction of their Church and State as for: 
d by the Prophets; yet the Apoſtle S. Paul Rom. 9. 
W continual Sorrow in his heart upon their 2. 3: 
unt; and could have wiſhed himſelf accurſed 
im Chriſt, for his Brethren and Kinſmen ac- 
ding, to the fleſh. May it not be account- 
à blamable fondneſs in the Apoſtle, ſo zeal- 
y. to deſire and indeavour the converſion 
that people? Did not ſuch an excels of love 
| kindneſs, to a people who by their Sin and 
delity had declared themſelves enemies to 
Fiſt and his Goſpel, and upon whom he knew 
t God was to bring heavy Judgments, im- 
that he had too great a favour for the "i 
feſſed irreconcilable Enemies of Chriſt ! did 4 
Wot ſtrengthen the hands of theſe repro- 
s, by confeſſing that many great Promiſes 4. 5. 
Privileges belonged to them? Nay all this 
rity was enjoyned and recommended by 
Doctrine and Example of Chriſt. And St. Paul = 
h great charity and zeal endeavoured to „ 
them their Errors, in deſpiſing the Gen- 5,8, 9,18, 
as profane and unholy, and in appre- 11, 12, 13, 
ding that the promiſes and bleſſings of 13 18,17, 
d were ſo confined unto them, that with- *** - 
wronging and deceiving them, he could 
extend his mercy and grace to the Gen- 
And ſhews them that it was not in 
ſiſtent with the goodneſs, juſtice and truth - * 
God, to reject and harden them in fin E 
I 1nfidelity : that they ought not to pre- 4 
d to an exemption from the juſt puniſh-' * 
nt of their obſtinate wickedneſs and un- 1 
ef, and that without believing in Chriſt 
M 2 upon 3 
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upon the ſcore of their being Abraham: 
dren, and of the works of tlie Law; for 
the promiſes belong not to the Childreg 
Abraham according to the Fleſh, (as they i 
poſed ) but to all whether Jews or 
tiles that ſhould imitate the Faith of Abra 
who was uot juſtified by works. God g 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, op 
| Gentiles as well as the Fews, and whom hey 
_ he hardeneth, even the Jems as well as otha 
1 From God's ſovereign power and dominiongy 
all Men whatſoever. his Creatures the workny 

ſhip of his hands, he aſſerts his right to 

poſe of them, agreeably to the various ti 
dencies of the Laws and Principles of the] 
ture given them by him, Nay but © Man, 1 

art thou that replyeſt againſt God ? Shall the thin 

22, med, ſay to him that formed it, Why haſt thou ml 
— mei thus? Hath not the Potter power over the ( 
4 the ſame lump to make one Veſſel unto honour, and 
k nother unto, diſhonour. He juſtifies the will 
Matt. 24. of God in enduring the Jews with much la 
| 1. py ſuffering until their Iniquities were full, and tl 
23. Prepared for ſuch a puniſhment, ſuch a deſtru 
on, as might ſhew his wrath, and make his} 

wer known; and be an Emblem of the deftrualt 

of the Veſſels of wrath, at the great day of 

Eph. 1. laſt Judgment. And he inſtanceth the Soveraf 
1 ny © goodneſs and wiſdom of God, in makingknoll 
the hope of his calling, and the riches of W 
glory on the Veſſels of mercy, which is doi 

by the Reſurrection and Exaltation of Clin 

to the right hand of God, proved and reveal 

|. ed by the deſcent and miraculous powers 6 
* the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe two, the glory of i 


Wrath and power of God, manifeſted in 4 
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ſtruction of the Jews; and the glory of 
dd revealed by the defcent of the Holy 
oft and the miraculous powers that he en- 
ed his ele& Jews and Gentiles with; are for 
> moſt part joyned together in the Prophe- 
of the Old Teſtament, and they are men- 27. 29. 
ned here together very appoſitely to the 25* 26. 
oſtles purpoſe. He proves from Ancient 
ophecies, that not only the Jem, but the Gentiles 
b are called into the grace of God and the ho 
that glory; the greatneſs and riches whereof is 
de known, by that power and glory which Eph. 1.144 
riſt our head andRedeemer is advanced to, and . 
nich is ſealed to all the Elect, with that ho- The veſſels 
| ſpirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of of mery 
Ir Inheritance until the Redemption of the 1 2 
chaſed Poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of his glo- 11,2,3. 
He alledges Ancient Prophecies for the _ 
oving of the Rejection of the Jews for Unbe- 
f, and becauſe they ſought Salvation by the 
wks of the Law. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour fortold and warned the 
ns, of the dreadful calamities and wrath 


A 
Kt 
lon 


thankful to him for his love and pity, and 
y obſtinate in Sin and Wickedneſs; they 
ated him very injuriouſly. He knew that 
ey would put him to a diſgraceful and pain- 
| death. But notwithſtanding their Unthank- Matt 23. 
Ineſs, Wickedneſs and Malice, he loved them 39. 

ightily and wept over Jeruſalem. O Fcruſalem 

w often would I have gathered thy Children even The love of 


ers 0 hen gathereth her Chickens under ber Wings, . 
of thalh'« ye would not! His indefatigable diligence inconſi 


em, his hearty ſincere prayers for them and ons. 
3 | un- 
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ich were to come upon them. They were EN 


| ſtent with Wi, 
d endeavoprs to have converted and ſaved ſome opinii 


S8ERMON VMI. 
unfeigned grief and ſorrow for their obſtiny 
infidelity, are the effects of a hearty finglf 
love of great and unlimited kindneſs and qi 
paſſion, which has lively characters and footly 
of the love of God to all. But ſeems to] 
inconſiſtent with an eternal decree. of rem 
bation, as it is explained by ſome men, ll 
is very conſiſtent with an Eternal decree 
incomprehenſible Wiſdom and Goodneſs, bij 
ing all things to paſs in ruling the creature 
the principles of their reſpective nati 
It belongs not to men to explain the parti 
lar reaſons and ways of Gods provide 
neither to ſearch out the methods when 
God governs his creatures, working 1n, bl 
upon them as he pleaſes, ſhewing mercy i 
ſome men and hardening others. It's toy 
obſerved that the works and effects which 
produceth in the ordinary , courſe of nat 
by the miniſtry of natural canſes, are 
buted to God in the Scripture in the W 
ſtile and manner, that miraculous works 
which is indeed a thing peculiar to the 80 
tures. And God hardened Pharaoh's hearty 
ter the ſame manner that he hardens all 
Jews and Gentiles, who go on obſtimatelſl 
courſe of Sin and wilful diſobedience, wil 
naturally and neceſſarily blinds and harden 
hearts of men worſe and worſe; as hath W 
_ repreſented before at large. It appears M 
Rom. 9. v. 19. and v. 20 That to ſay who hd 
reſiſted the will of God ſeeing he has me 
on whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
Exod. 7, he hardeneth, and to ſay why hath God W# 
3, 4. me thus, import the ſame thing. Pharaoh rell 
_ *- ed God and contended with him, who 


| 
VE 1 


u ſon and eaſily have deſtroyed this adverſa- 4 
but be preſerved and hardened him that he 
t multiply; his ſigns and wonders. After 
Tc had contended ſome time, and would 
ro WT ſubmit, God tells him by Moſes, that he 
ren red his Fride and oppoſition not for that 
was not able to cut him off, but that he 
ht. ſend all his plagues upon his heart, and 
n his Servants, and that he would at the 
cut him off, after he had made it manifeſt 
there is no God like unto him in all the 
th. Though Pharavh did exalt himſelf againſt 
['s People as yet, God met not with the leaſt td 
ee of oppoſition from him and his Gods Ex. 9. 16; * 
Fery deed for this cauſe have Traiſed thee up, for hs 
em in thee my power, and that my name may Rom, 9. 1 
leclared through all the Earth. God do's not 17. 4 
k fit many times to cut off the Veſſels 
Wrath fitted to deſtruction, but endures 
h much Patience their bold oppoſition and 
lent contempt of him, hardening their Hearts 
re and more, that men may obſerve to 
it a ſtrange monſtrous height of hardneſs 
heart, obſtinacy and continuance in wilful 
dbedience, may bring men to, and that God 
y multiply his Judgments upon them, and 
w his wrath, and make his power known Rom. 
the terror of others, who ſhould take warn- **: 
> from thence. e Ei 
o comprehend the, ways and the works 
God, is as far above the capacity and reach 
Angels or Men, as to have contrived and 
med the World, and formed all theſe inſtru- 
nts and cauſes of motion, all theſe ſprings and 
gans of Imagination, Senſation and Memo- 
all theſe faculties and principles of Reaſon, - 

4 | by 


7 q 


Exod. . 
14, 15. 
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SERMON VI. 
5 * whoſe miniſtry and efficacy; God hy 
to paſs whatſoever he hath fore-ordain'd | 
which are the tools and inſtruments 9 
Providence, whereby he worketh accordiy 
the counſel of his Will. The ways off 
in the Preserve and Government of 
inferiour Creatures, are unſearchable; 
much more unſearchable are they, in thef 
vernment of Man, who is a very won 
compoſure. And if men arrogate to cony 
hend them, they engage themſelves. in i 
tricable Difficulties, Oontradictions, and 
Janglings , engendring Wrath, uncharit 
Contentions and Diviſions, andimay draw 
ſelves, into aſſertions irreconcilable to thel 
ture of Man, or the Perfections of God: 
may raiſe ſuch, fogs, miſts and confuſa 
the Mind, and occaſion ſich miſtakes 
plain Fundamental Truths may come i 
corrupted or denyed; the Apoſtle st. 
in the contemplation of this matter, off 
rejection of the Jews, a caſe ſcarcely ſo obſ 
and unaccountable, as ſome others, which f 
men examine and explain very Dogmatid 
and Preciſely, profeſſes and acknowledges 
| Rom. 11. the ways of God are unſearchable: O thed 
3354, Of, of the riches both of the 'Wiſdom and Knol 
' of God, how unſearchable are his | Judgment | 
his ways paſt finding out, &c. 

The conſideration and knowledge of til 
Divine Goodneſs and Humility, which G 
hath endued his holy Angels with; and of il 
Patient, Humble, Unconfined, Impartial, Heal 
ty Love to all men, overcoming their Ul 
thankfulneſs, Malice and Injuſtice, which (hint 
forth in the Example, Converſation and D0 
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e of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is very pro- 
to beget and form in us, right thoughts 
e goodneſs of God, and ſuitable diſpoſi- 


for their goodneſs and love, repreſent 
1 goodneſs of God, not only as a curi- 
WW Picture repreſents the skill and art of the 
er, or any piece of Workmanſhip, the 
WW cc of its maker, but in ſuch a manner as 
Wu preſents its Original. I have ex- 
ed ſome principles of the Chriſtian Do- 
, in oppoſition to the uncharitable ſelf- 
u inions of the Jews ; nothing is more need- 
or underſtanding aright the Doctrine of 


ſt, than Humility, Modeſty and Charity; 
he Pride and Uncharitableneſs of the Jews, 
the occaſion of their Infidelity and Ru- 
Before I proceed to the Fourth thing 
opounded, I ſhall farther expoſe and re- 
e, the uncharitable ſelfiſh opinions and 
tices of the Jews and others. 


pt men to confine the Promiſes and Grace and uncba- 
0d to themſelves, in excluſion of others, ritableneſs 


dt a thing that was peculiar to the Jews, oj 


ü are others as Self-conceited and Unchari- farther re- 

as they, who if it were in their Pow- proved. 

mag vould appropriate to themſelves the light | 
ee Sun, and the benefit of the common 

we breath in, as well as the Spirit and 

xt ce of God. Men do not pretend to ' ſet 

hM cs to omniſcient goodneſs in ſome inſtances, 


uſe the extending of it to all Creatures, 
rding to their ſeveral capacities, is manifeſt, = + 
gh the application of it to them ſingly, 
dy many divers ways, and the events 
conſequents following thereupon, as va- 

9 1ious 


ch Self- conceit, Uncharitableneſs and Pride, The Pride 


ſome 


5 


rious and manifold as in any other caſe, 

may vex their envious haughty Spirits, hu 

. | never perſwade themſelves or others, | 

the Mercy of God was deſigned for they 

ſome party of men : but the goodneſs off 

muſt not be too unimitable, neither u 

their envious Spirit too expreſsly and ei 

ly, they allow him to be liberal and uy 

fined in beſtowing mean things, but he 1 

be ſparing of better things, the beſt 

Bleſſings, muſt not be diſpenſed - with 2 

diſtinguiſhing goodneſs, otherwiſe Halli 
would not take notice of them more tui 

others, which they cannot bear; mon 

the Jews could. They entertain ſuch an a 

lent conceit of the Divine Goodneſs, a 

deny that to it, which is moſt worthy q 

in their notion of Perfection, to be 

fe& as our Father which is in Heaven 

fet, who makes his Son to riſe upaul 

good and the bad; amounts too much, 

infer an obligation, to beſtow the offa 

common civility upon all men: but a ll 

ty Love. Forbearance, Gentleneſs and fil 

* Intentions of Kindneſs, mult be diſtributed\l 

a diſcriminating care, and be confined to 

. own party. But ſuch men the leſs pil 

. they are in Charity, the more perfect are 

1 in Holineſs and Purity; the Phariſees wel 

— more Holy and Perfect people than our: 

viour, and had a greater abhorrence and 


e 
teſtation of Sin, for they were "Moy 
offended, at his Charity and familiar Content 
with Publicans and Sinners. It can be 100 ar: 
tisfaction to any man to obſerve, that the the 

| ö 0 | 
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ho pretend to be Miniſters and Paſtors 


Fen, not only that Kindneſs, Gentleneſs, 


trance and Hearty Love, which they owe 
eas fellow Members of the Myſtical Body 
Mariſt, but even that common Civi- 
iendly Correſpondence, yea and common 
u and Equity, which are due unto all men; 
© > they diſſent from them about ſome 
derable diſputable points. I take no 
5 re to conſider the folly and wickedneſs 


Wnkind, ſeeing great multitudes, who 

he Scripture in their own Language, ſuf- 
jemſelves to be deceived and impoſed up- 
men, of ſuch an Uncharitable Antichri- 
Spirit. O fooliſh unhappy men! who 
rer caution and diligence they may ule, as 
orldly affairs, lie at the mercy of every 
, Or rather filly Impoſtor, as to the con- 
of their Souls. I proceed to the Fourth 
ular. - 


Ineſs, is the great blemiſh of the Humane 
eand thonghGod's goodneſs be the prime 
lency and Glory of his Nature, and he 
0 0 fenced it moſt, againſt the ungrate at- 
ts of men, yet they do diſparage and di- 
it, (I.) by perverting his word to that 
Naggoe: and (2.) by entertaining notions un- 
ny of it. . 


ſtacy 


| Chriſtian Church, who deny unto their | 


To ſhew that the want of Charity and 


171 


e Soul of man, hath a ſemblance and 7» want 
bw of the Divine Goodneſs, but the li- of Charny,” 
ents thereof are very faint and dim; * Hemi 
are in themſelves molt tender and fine, e Au. 


| ; 7 mane 
tnerefore apt to ſuffer moſt by the Apo- Nature. 


| S E RMO N VL 
ſtacy of our firſt Parents, and were lf 
much defaced and almoſt wholly raſel 

The Devils have much Knowledge and 

er, but are void of goodneſs; the more 
ledge and Power any Creature hath wil 

- goodneſs, it's but the more capable to dg 

chief, to cheat and do all kind of Injuſtic 

Evil. The cruelty of men againſt their 

kind, is greater than that of the moſt 

Beaſts, none of theſe deſtroy ſo many oft 

own kind, as men do of one another, | 

the want of mutual Charity provoke 

wrath of God againſt them. Do's Gol! 

any Being for its Knowledge and Pont 

void of goodneſs? or is he diſpleaſed nit 

that is Merciful and Charitable, for the 

of knowledge and power? though Lied 

1 Cor. 13. he tongues 0 f Men and of Angels, and ha 

1273. Charity, Jam become as ſounding Braſs, 
tinkling cymbal. And though I have the 
Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſteries, ai 
knowledge; and though 1 have all Faith, | 

I could remove mountains, and have no OM 

I am nothing. And thongh I beſtow all ] 

to feed the Poor; and though I give my Bia 

burned and have not Charity it profiteth m 

thing. S0 that God is moſt pleaſed and 
lighted, with the reſemblance of his good 
lk On his Creatures. | _ 7: 

£5" ToOffendagainſt the goodneſs of God by WM 

neſs of el 2 N 
God, the ed practices, or to derogate from it by uud 
prime glory table falſe opinions, is to injure and anno) 
and per- in that whereof he is molt tender, wherell 
n e, of glories and delights moſt. He declares hs 
zure, &c. mighty power moſt chiefly in ſhewing 
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ity. He retaineth not his anger for ever be- Mic. 7. 8. 
be delighterh in mercy. God's goodnels is 

rime excellency of his nature, the glory = 

s Wiſdom and Power: and to rob 9 

pf it, or to mince it, is to rob him of 2 
lajeſty, and to mince his Glory. When 

to whom the Lord ſpake face to face, 

man ſpeaketh to his friend, ſaid, I beſeech |. _ 

ew me thy glory; he ſaid I will make all 11. 

pdneſs paſs before thee, and will proclaim the 18, 19, 

| of the Lord before thee, and will be graci- 20, 21, 

whom I will be gracious, and will ſhew 3 

on whom I will ſhew mercy, and he ſaid 

anſt not ſee my face; for there ſhall no 

te me and live. And the Lord ſaid behold 

4 place by me, and thou ſhall ſtand up- 

Sock. And it ſhall come to paſs while my 

ſſeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of 

; and will cover thee with my hand while 

by. And IT will take away mine hand, 

ou ſhalt fee my back parts: but my face 

ot be ſeen. And the Lord deſcended in the Ex. 34. 

and ſtood with him there, and proclaimed 5» C, 7. 

me of the Lord. And the Lord paſſed by 

him, and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord 

merciful gracious, long-ſuffering, and abun- 

n goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 

forgiving iniquity tranſgreſſion and ſin, and 

ul by no means clear the guilty, &c. Thy pg. 

is great unto the heavens. Thy mercy is 10. ; 

ee the heavens. And becauſe men are Pal. 108. 

Wd to be moſt injurious to the mercy 4. 

oodneſs of God, there is nothing which — 

\cripture reveals more expresſly, or inn 

es more frequently; no thing ſet forth 

and 
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 SERMONi VI. I} 
and magnified by more illuſtrious. xa 
and marvellous works, than the good 

God, particularly to Mankind. Are ni 


unſearchable riches of the mercy of coll * 
ineſtimable Love in the Redemption oF 


World by our Lord jeſus Chriſt, the 
of the praiſes and admiration of Ang 
ever: but after all, it hath been the ff 
folly of men, in all Ages through Infidel 
diſown the goodneſs, and miſtruſt the pull 
of God and by their Wickedneſs, dn 
tableneſs and Offences againſt it, to d 
themſelves of the rich Bleſſings and Bend 
it ; provoking moſt juſtly God's Wrat 
Indignation againſt themſelves. Me 
inclined to be more unjuſt to the goodu 
God, than to any other Divine Perfection 
1. Men pervert God's word, and conl 
the greateſt Cruelties and Barbarities mi 
vine Authority; and make the Orad 
God, as the texts about the extirpatif 
the inhabitants of the Land of Cana 
the like, to ſpeak the language of thel 
and of their own Luſts, more expreſs} 
the Devil, who transforms himſelf intod 
gel of Light, to deceive men was wotl 
in the Heathen Oracles. It's to- no pl 
to offer to ſych men the true mean 
thefe Scriptures, they will admit of no! 
but what favours of the temper of thell 
rit. Their danger is great becauſe thi 
hardly diſcover it, for the Scripture {el 
be contrivedy ſo as to ſerve the purpol 
God's Mercy, in reſpe& of ſome me 
whom it is a favour of Life unto Life: 
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s Juſtice in reſpe& of others, to whom 

a favour of Death unto Death. So that e 

St. Paul ſays in another caſe, may be — 

ed to this, Behold the Goodneſs and Seueri: 2 

Cod, his goodneſs to thoſe who love te 

h, and are diligent and fincere in their 

ries after it, whom he directs by his 

t, giving them a right judgment and un- 

anding of his word; who are meek, gen- 

Impartial and kind to all men: But behold 

wverity of God towards others, who love = 

he Truth, but take pleaſure 1n Unrigh- ' 

ne, in affording them from his word, +4 
ible Arguments and ſpecious Pretences, 

rden and as it were authorize in their 

Hons their unjuſt cruel Practiecs. . 

Men are ſo Injurious to the goodneſs of 

that they will not believe him to be, 

> is indeed, of infinite Mercy, but they 

ive him what they wiſh him to be. Is 

t a bold fin, to faſhion the everlaſting Je- 

„according to the pettiſn imaginations 

eir own Hearts and Luſts? Is it not groſs 

try, to Worſhip a crabbed peeviſh Idol of 

own making ? hence men when they are 

g moſt grievouſly, think that God is not 

eaſed with them, Theſe things haſt thou done, Pſal. «0. 

kept ſilence, thou thoughteſt that I was alto- 21. | 

ſuch a one as thy ſelf, but I will reprove thee. . = 

when they are gratifying their Luſts, they A 

ine that they are Serving and Glorifying | 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble Pſal. 66. 

word, your brethren that hated. you, that caſt 55* 

ut for my names ſake, ſaid let the Lord be 

ped, but he ſhall appear to your Jey, and they 

ſhall 
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196 SERMON'VL | 
ſhall be aſhamed. 'Men are apt Partially ty 
vour themſelves and their own Party 
to be uncharitable and rigorous in Jug 
Iſaiah 65- and cenſuring others: Which ſay ſtand 
$o ſelf, rome not near to me, for I am Holier thay 
And they boldly and preſumptuouſly im 
their Partial affections on God: And judg 
his intentions in his diſpenſations, pro 
and threatnings accordingly. It's recordedf 
Marcion and others of the Gneſtick crew, 
med that the God of the old Teſtamentyl 
Moſes and the Prophets did declare, wy 
the ſame God with him from whom the 
ſpel did proceed, and who is revealed ui 
the Moſaicꝶ God being worſe conditioned, i 
cruel, implacable and delighting in wars aull 
chief: whereas the Evangelical God the 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is mild and py 
very merciful, long ſuffering and bountii 
all men. There are men who own that 
Teſtaments proceed from one and the {elf 
God; yet they conceive him to be ſuch 
conceived the Moſaick God to be, in reſi 
them who diſſent from them, and oppoſe 
Intereſts and opinions, and prove this fro 
old Teſtament: but they conceive him to 
Evangelical God, as to them who are d 
ſame opinions, and ingaged in the ſame 1 
reſts and deſigns with themſelves. He 
conſiders what hath been done in the Woll 
former times, and what paſſes daily, mi 
ſerve that the diſtinguiſhing opinions and] 
ctices, which are the badge and livery of tif 
veral Sects and Parties of Chriſtians, 4 
which peradyenture God hath not mani 
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certain peremptory determination of his ; 
are ſo zealouſly contended for, that ge 
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Laws and peremptory Commanhdments of 
are made void and of none effect, in the 4 
nce and maintenance of them. Is the B.. 
of any Party rudely touched or irreverenti 
and profaned, then they are ſoundly Angry, Y 
inflamed with zeal, then 'fire muſt come = 

mn from Heaven, then thunder-bolts muſt fly 7 
pt, then will his Prieſts denounce ſuddain 
and vengeance, and all the curſes of both 
aments. But is he honoured with Divine 
ſhip, preferred to Chrift and the peace of 
Church; are the peculiar rites modes and 
ions belonging to him, more zealouſly con- 
led for, and more religiouſly obſerved, than 
e, thou ſhalt do no murther, thou ſhalt not 
mit adultery, thou ſhalt not bear falſe wit- | A 
againſt thy neighbour, love your enemies, = 
and curſe not; then ſhowers of bleſſings 1 
deſcend on the head and flouds of wealth _ 
run into the laps of his votaries; and 
logies of the Saviours of the ancient people „ "_ 
Cod, the types of Jeſus the Son of God, _ 
t moſt blaſphemouſly be applied to his de- | = 
ers. If the ſolemn bleſſings and fulſom wy 
teries of his Prieſts, may have any influence . 
In the folly: and weakneſs of men, to ſecure 
to gain them to his Intereſts, they will not 1 
wanting for their part. If God was what w_ 
often fooliſhly. imagine him to be, and 9 

Cd the World according to the prayers, = 
fond partial conceits and froward humours 1 
men, what a mad world would this be? He _ 
ud ſuddenly * all into ruine and 24 
| On- 
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ö FP if not coping 
h world is e and 


things, here eſþeaally, th 
Koe. It. 3 — mankind, is preſerved. Toi 
9. gt execute the fiexceneſs of mine anger, II 
return to deftroy Ephraim, for I am (ad mi 
au. The ways of Gol nn 
. 55 1 
Men ſhould conſider that the ,aodnehs y 
juſtice of God, the love of Chrill 9 
are not under the influence of mean, ſorry, 
tial reſpects, fond capricious gonceits, anda 
ward humours; they. are infinite 
ien nd ended unto all men, Under th 
form according to the ten 
his Word, hich) gives no reaſon tg 
_ the. whole race of mankind to argen 
he is excluded from the benefit. of am 
miſe more than another; or that he : wil 
privilege of immunity and exemption 
the penalty of any thręatning but I 
terms and conditions therein propoſed." 
as the promiſes and threatnings of them 
of God, are moſt impartial and unlimited 
mankind, ſo they are in this world and gill 
in the next as impartially > and fon do in 9 
of all the partial conceit 
men. I come no, 1 
. To ſhew that men ought. not wan 
the zones of Code 3 incemprsbenf 
an Occaſion of diſparaging and. keln 
Men are apt to imagine that they de r f 
comprehend what is incomprebenſible, © 
n fall into many dangerous + miſtakes 


Fa 4 


+ goodneſs of God is as far above our com- 
bhenſion, as his wiſdom. If therefore we 
mot eſpie the benefit and the good, intend» 
to men, in ſome works and paſſages of pro- 
ence; yet reaſon teaches us to believe, and 
e to God conſtrains good men to acknow- 
ge, that theſe are agreeable to the reſt of 
| works and diſpenſations, of a piece with ' 
and ſubſervient to the pui of omni- 
nt goodneſs; though the deſign may be ſo 
> and profound, that our glimmering light 
not reach it: and may contain ſu much my- 
„ that man in this ſtate of ſin and weak» 
is not able to bear it: ſo that the full 
prehenſion of it, may by divine wikdom 
goodneſs, be purpoſely concealed from us; 
may have a connexion with many other in- 
xs, and diſpenſations of infinite wiſdom 
mercy, which are altogether unknown to 
or above gur comprehenſion. As Gad, Pal. 36. 
is in the Heavens, and his faithfulneſs reach. ® 35 
mo the Clouds, ſo his righteouſneſs is like the | 
Mountains, and his Judgments are a great deep. 5 
ve know in part, we Prong in part, we now 1 Cor. 13. 
ugh 4 glaſs darkly: The ſecret things belong 
the Lord our God, but thoſe'that are revealed Deut. 255 
f anto us and our Children for ever. There 3 . 
thing in God that men are more averſe to 
onledge, believe and imitate, than his good» - 
z nothing they are more inclined to mince 
limit partially; and they raiſe many objecti- 
agalnſt it, from yon in his diſpenſations 
2 18 
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13 is not agreeable to our conceits; or fro WR: 

ais above our comprehenſion; in his Word ar 5 
EY. works. We ſhould guard diligentiy x 

the pride and wickedneſs of our hearts: Le 

1Pet. 5. 5. _— with humility ; for God refs, erh the 

* giveth grace to the humble. 

| | > 22 r fo e men are apt to obje ul 

=. | the Doctrine of Gods, goodneſs" th all m 

* that many men are miſerable calamitous rell 

es, many are weary of their life, aud: wiſh i 

had never been born: And God ſay they 

dealt very hardly by men, from the: begimi 

as appears, from his caſting him out of I 

diſe, and deſtroying the old World, the ex 

pation of the inhabitants of Canaan, del 

deſtruction of Jeruſalem, G o. 

Its Anſwered, that men by their | 

diſobthicnce,” pull down miſeries upon 

ſelves ; and deprive themſelves of thoſell 

ſings, which the loving kindneſs of God, , 

beſtow upon them. God ſets life and d lt 

before men, and leaves them to their ll 

choice. And theſe puniſhments inflicted byl 

for their Sin, are no wHe inconſiſtent will 

goodneſs but very agreeable. to it, for it 

conſider the cauſes, and deſign of thely 

we obſerve many particulars concerning til 

theſe do witneſs the goodneſs and longſufk 

of God. It would not be conſtrued «clemil 

in any governour, to incourage Robberies, 1 

ders Thefts and all other miſchiefs; wi 

may be reſtrained by ſome exemplary. P il 
ments: This in a Governour would be: 

ty, and a betraying of the intereſts and hon 

of n which he ought to defend and m m 
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d. To Wan madig iy and to "2 
j& many, may be expedient, yea and neceſ- 8 
en ſeveral accounts; for vindicating the  _ $1 
, and ſupporting. the intereſt of Juſtice, _ 
ch by impunity may be diſgraced and dam 
d. For ſtopping the progreſs of iniquity 4 
| univerſal degeneracy of men. For the dif- 

nination of good and bad men, in an obſer- 

le manner. For to make men underſtand 

nſelves, fear God and acknowledge his er 

nce; to exerciſe and increaſe the faith 

ce and experience of good men; and t at 2 
may give teſtimony to the truth, and ſeal | 
ith their blood. For theſe, and many other 

b and reaſons, of diſcipline and government, * 
h God puniſh and aſflict men, and this com- 

ds the dvine Wiſdom and Goodneſs 4 to do 
rwiſe would be like the fondneſs of an in- 
tent. Parent; not a wiſe kindneſs; but a 
| rather than a loving pity. We prove the 
dom of our Governour and Lawgiver, that 

e miſeries and puniſhments Temporal 15 * 


vi! Itnal and Eternal, which he inflicts, 

rens, are neceſſary : ; ſince even all this, wilt | 

chen ontain us in our duty, nor eftectually re- ty 
us from Sining. 

>. We goodneſs of God in Scripture is repreſent- 


obe ſuch, that the worſt of Sinners, have no 


„ Un to diſtruſt his providence, nor deſpair of 

= ncrcy upon their Repentance. Let the wicked | i 
'? i ſorſake his way, aud the ums ighteous man his Wat 55.7. 
II hre, and let him return unto the Lord, 25 wi 
4 he will have mercy upon him, and to our God A il 
nd ve wil abundantly paraon him. The end of 1 


s coming into _ World, was to feek 
| 3 and 
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Summers, of 


But thi 


were to make Chriſt a Miniſter of $in 

his mercy and merits an incouragend 

Wickedneſs; Who was 3 th 

might "deſtroy the Warks of the Devil, a 

to purchaſe unto himſelf a peculiar people, zul 

good works: And therefore the hollieſt 

who truſt moſt in the goodneſs of Gol 

| moſt affraid of the Judgments of God andf 

Sen. 39. 9. 1 in Nous to — _ 95 J ao t 

taneſs and Sin againſt God? ſaith Joel 

Plal. 119. feſh trembleth for Fear of thee, | am 1 

120. ef thy Judgment: Saith David, Shall 

Rom. 6. tinue in Sin, that grace may abound! Gu 

1. 22 hom ſhall we, that are dead to Sin, live an 
ger therein. | 13 
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Frefore we a tha 4 mn is 
by Fatth "oy the deeds of the Lam. 


Othing is of greater i 5 
Chriſtian, than to 3 5 and nnder- . = 
ſtand aright, that Faith, which is 5 

the condition upon which, he may 1 
kin the forgiveneſs of his Sins. Any great 

dur or mitake about it, endangers t je 

pineſs of his Soul. Therefore Chriſt our Sa- + 

ur hath ſet this Faith in a clear Light: | <Y 

not only peremptorily requires and com- 1 

nds it, as the condition of our Salvatio WET 

t moreover deſcribes it very fully. and plain- 1. 
And that he might ſecure men from al! 

akes about it, he hath laid before them the wa 

werful works and genuine effects of be . nn 

f Lives and patient Sufferings of his | 

N 4 Deine, 
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Diſciples. And we have fo, many great 
amples of it, that we may perceive what x 
the thoughts and diſpoſitions of mind, that of 
the ingredients of it, as in the Faith of il 
Centurion-ſo much commended "Marr. 8. 
Servant was ſick of the Palſie, grievoully iſ 
mented, he addreſſes himſelf to Chriſt, wi 
oreat...eqrneſtneſs, beſeeching him; And Ji 
{aid unto him, I will come and heal him. 
Centurion ſaid unto him, I am not won 
that thou ſhouldeſt come under my roof: 
ſpeak the word only and my Servant ſhall 
healed. He had an high eſteem of Chriſt, gulf 
affection to him, he did believe the pong 
his Mercy and the ſincerity of his Love 
did confeſs his Soveraign abſolute Domini 
and Authority, and acknowledged his Alu 
ty Power, even when he ſaw him in the tit 
of a Servant, when he might be conven 
with as a man in very mean circumſtances, 
was very much deſpiſed and miſuſed by i 
and did truſt and depend upon him accordul 
ly. he was perſwaded that his word was. pl 


by 


erful enough, to heal his Servant at a diftanad 
and his Humility could not allow of -Chril 
coming under his roof; Infidelity would al 
behaved more rudely and ſaucily towards C 
denying or diminiſhing his Power and 4 
thority, his Wiſdom and Mercy, had he bl 
miſtruſtful or doubtful of theſe, he would n 
have made ſuch acknowledgments, nor. g/d 
fuch Worſhip and Reverence to him, he woll 
not have been ſatisfied, until Chriſt going aloil 
with him, he had ſeen his Servant cured, 1 
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vncernments, did believe in Chriſt as this | 

urion did, they would reſort and apply 
ſelves unto him our Almighty Lord and 
merciful Saviour, and truſt in him to 
all things in Heaven, in Earth and un- 
the Eart rth, do bow and obey; account 
is powerful Word and Promiſes, the beſt 
as of their Safety and Happineſs, the ſureſt 

þ againſt all evils Tem more and Spiritual, 
ſufficient proviſion of all things neceſſary. 
y ſpend their Money for that which is not 
l, and their Labour for that whichſatisfieth 
ind through Infidelity behave themſelves ve- 
thankfully and rudely to Chriſt. Their 
rs and Endeavours are ſo managed and 
ed, as if there were no ſecurity, no ſafety 
e Favour of God, no Truth in his Promiſes, 


id upon humane helps and remedies, and 


ave us, and to provide for us in all ne- 
Es; they Teek to be faved by their own 


tes us in his Word, not to ſeek Salvation 
ur own Merits, or by the deeds of the 
but by the Grace of God only, through 


I ſhall reduce my diſcourſe from this 
; under theſe three heads. 


if men in all their Bodily and spiritu- 4 


Wiclom in his Laws. Men are uſed. to 


i God, who alone is ſufficient to help 


rp and flight that Righteouſneſs 
his of God through Faith. Whereas God 


&therefore we conclude, that a man is | 
ed by Faith, without the deeds of the 


Firſt, 


„Nh vn 


| Fit to deſcribe and explain in 4 
Faith which is | the dad n o our 


A body, to eder in 1 
thoſe Graces which are included i iu, ah 
ly belong to its Nature. 


; ' Thirdly, to explain that Faith, as ith 
ſcribed and aſſerted in Scripture, i in op 
tion to that Merit and legal Righte 

the Jews endeavoured to eſtab iy 


1. As to the Firſt, a general defi 
that Faith, which is the condition of. a 
taining the promiſes : It is a believingil 
Name of Chriſt, to the faving of the 
It. is ſuch a knowledge and belief of thi 
dom, Soveraign Love and Mercy, Pong 
Authority of Chriſt in his Word, 28 d 
and enables us to ſurrender up | 
* (3.4 To be Taught by him, a 2.3” 

by him, (3.) To be Saved by him, as out 
phet, "Prieft and King. To a brief exp 


on of theſe I ſhall (40 add ſome i aſtanch 


the power and efficacy of Faith. 


1. Faith diſpoſes and enables us, to gin 


our ſelves to be taught by Chriſt. The 
dom of this World is contrary to and Wd 
ſes the Wiſdom of Chriſt : The ſentiments 
inclinations of Fleſh and Blood, the love 
affections of the Carnal mind, are very 


and oppoſite to the Laws and Dichte d 
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_ — upon: 
and ſcorn; Yea and an unconquerable 1 
braneſs; reject and reſiſt the inſtructionnsss 


ids, and overvaluing and efteeming tlioſe Cor. 2. 
ndy 5, which he deſpiſes. The natural man re- 14. 5 


not the things of the Spirit of God, for 

ye fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know 

becauſe they are Spiritually diſcerned. 

' acknowledges the Wiſdom of Chrilt, 

rings down the haughtineſs of mans Heart, 

him ſenſible of his © Folly and Blindneſs, 

e Weakneſs and Vanity of all other helps BS. 
Hependences beſides God. And brings him "a 
le, meek and tractable to Chriſt, the foun- - 


of Wiſdom and Knowledge; and inſpires * 
e reverence and fubmiſſion to him; and 
er defires to learn the Truths and Duties 
ma he Reveals. and Enjoyns. For n #s 

„„I will deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, 1 Cor. 1. 
ri 


ning ro wothing the wider ſtanding of the Pru- 1. 232% 
But we preach Chriſt Crucified, unto the Jews 2 527 — «a 
bling block, and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs  * 15 . 
mo them which are called both Jews and _ 
u, Chriſt the power of God, and the wiſdom 
d. Becauſe the fooliſhneſs of God ig wiſer than 
And the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than 
For ye fee your calling brethren; how that 
many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many migh- 
nt many noble are called. But God hath cho- 
the fooliſh things of the World to con found the 
; and God hath choſen the weak things of the 
ia, to confound the things which are mighty; 


| And 
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Aud baſe things of the World, and things thy 
. deſpiſed, bark: God choſen, yea, —_ 
are not, to bring to nought things that ay; 
x0 fleſh ſhould glory in his Pole They | 
are puffed up with an opinion of their} 
Wiſdom, Learning, or quickneſs of 9 
they who boaſt. of Riches, or any 
worldly Advantage; who fancy then 
better, happier, or more fafe than other 
on the account of Beauty, Strength, Fry 
& c. So far forth they make the Grace! 
Merits of Chriſt uſeleſs, and of none 
In as much as they depend upon | theſes 
vaunt themſelves againſt him, flight his 
and are the leſs humble and obſervantF 
inſtructions and directions: ThHerefore 
paſſing. by them, chooſes thoſe fooliſh, 
and baſe things of the World, to which 
prefer themſelves, who are more diſpol 
Truſt and Glory in him only; and toil 
their happineſs and ſafety, all that is4 
and valuable in them, to the Grace af 
tection of God. And have eyer a mei 
nion of themſelves ; and whatever Graff 
Bleſſings God may be pleaſed to beſtow 
on them or other men; they take no 
the Merit or Honour to themſelves, all 
not. profuſe in the commendation of oli 
they aſcribe the Glory of all to God oi] 
1 Cor. 4. . Whom it truly belongs. For who malel 
1 Cor. 1. to differ from another? And what haſt thou 
31. / thou didſt not receive? Now if thou didſ m 
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W 5:2 Mon va 
Faith diſpoſes and enables us, to give up 
elves to be ruled and ſanQifed by Chriſt : 
aches us to make a juſt eſtimate of things, 
diſcovers to us our Nakedneſs, Shame, 

and Weakneſs; and opens our eyes 
ſcern the Number, Power and Craftineſs 
Ir Enemies; but yet Faith do's not diſ- 
ge us, but lays help upon one that is 
ty, eren that Spirit of Life and Power, 


takes hold of his Grace and Powerful 
ance, which ſtrengthens us, to overcome 
ftations to Sin; to ſubdue our Luſts , 
to drive away Infidelity and the Sugge- 
of Fleſh and Blood; whereby men re- 
e Grace of God, and joyn with the E- 
s of the Kingdom of Chriſt, denying his 
Dominion, and rejecting his Laws and 
jon: Whereas, Faith diſpoſes and en- 
men, to lay down their Arms, to give 
_- to be Chriſt's obedient Subjects, 
liev 


and putting themſelves under his Con- 
and Protection, who is a Great and 
ty God, to Govern, Save and Protect us 
all his and our Enemies. 8 
e Spirit of God dwelling in us by Faith, 
indeed Sanctify us, and aſliſt us mighti- 
ut yet he do's not make us perfect in 


4 


ga. Perfection is not to be obtained, in 
201 1 


ate of Diſcipline and Probation, where- 
in 
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raiſed Chriſt our Lord from the Dead: 


e in his Name, ſubmitting to his 


eſs: nor purge us from all inclinations 


ig in Grace. Yea God in great wiſdoy 
tenderneſs to us, diſpenſes ſmall meaſing 
degrees of Grace: leſt we ſnould be putt 
with Pride, and deſpiſe others. Yea, Golf 
withdraws thoſe Graces, which he hath 
Us, When we aſſume the: praiſe g of h 
Spirit works in us, and by us to our 
And our folly is ſo unconquerable, ſoy 
are we to Pride, that after we have 
by our obſervation and experience, that 
the reaſon why God with-hglds, or with 
his grace from us; (for if we were 
humble, he would give more grace; wiki 
Jam. 4.6. he faith God reſiſteth the | Proud, du 
& grace unto the humble) yet we cannot ſuſid 
ly guard againſt the ſuggeſtions and indi 
ons of our hearts, to Pride and Envyil 
ther can we humble our ſelves, that Gol 
exalt us. But the Children of God milf 
taught this Humility by many various 
ſations of Providence; and he diſciplingl 
trained up in it by the Spirit of God. 1 
we cannot attain unto Perfection, nor 
from Sin; yet upon our acknowledgiti 
corruption and frailty of our Nature 
feſſing our Sins through Faith in God's M 
IIch. 1. 8, he is ready to forgive us our Sins, Fu 
9. that we have no Sin, we deceive aur ſelvei 
Phil. 3. the truth is nat in us; but if we confeſs un 
14. he is Faithful and Juſt to forgive ut o 
Jam. 5. 2. 4nd to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. 


| 
3. 
0 '? 


The embracing ;of the 2 of Su = 
11 teaches us to n up our ſelves to be w 


l ng g repentins and open get df, Charity me- 
procure th © Foros of 0 ur Sins.) For 
— odiqus and diſpl 1 to to God 5 6. 
ſo eaſily o the ven 18 1 me. 1 
OUS cau on of nas the duch „ 
a upon og dicht e ez the en „ 2 
be tempted to have ſlight thoughts of "1 
$ a thing no wiſe ſo ugly and odious z 
it was ſo eaſily forgiven. But God par- 
Jay ſuch a manner, as ſhews how much 

„ and affords us an affoniſhing 
F, an incomprehenſible inſtance of his 
. rg 993.1 ſd 1 — 
in, not ſpare his only Be- 
n Son, made Sin for us; but if out of 
to us, he undertake to Redeem and 45 
om the Wrath and Curſe of God, he 


ah by, 7 . [ 8 


f myſt ſuffer and bear it in our ſtead. a 
; Juſtice ud not relent in puniſhing Sin, | 
er the guilt of our Sin, was transfer 9 
Chriſt bis Eternal Son: But his diſ- | 


ure at Sin, .purſues him from the Manger 

te Grave; and ſpares him not, till the laſt 

s of his Wrath and Curſe were poured 
. him on the Croſs; in the moſt ex- 0 
e Bodily Pains and Sufferings, and unex- 

ble Agonies and Torments of Soul. This 
of Fardoning Sin, teaches us that we _ 

d not ſport. our ſelves with it; which 

d be Pardoned upon no leſs Saldern, 

than 


* than 1 Heart ee of Wa Son of o 
aa and his being accurſed for our fake. 
N Sufferings of Chriſt . are ſufficient to e 

the Sins of all Mankind; but Pardon 1 

dred to none through Chriſt, but to fag 

ly as Repent and Amend: For if Chriſt 
grant*o any, the Pardon of any one know 
without his Confeſſing and forſaking it, 

ſhould Chriſt be a Miniſter of Sin, incoy 

ing men to go on in Sin without Puniſh 
which is very unworthy of him, and calf 
ry to his deſign, who came to deſtroy! 

works of the Devil, and to bleſs us, in 

ing every one of us from his Iniquitis | 

to purchaſe to himſelf a peculiar | 
Zealous of good Works. He came to! 

up the breach between God and Man, ul 
reconciling God to Sin; but by Purifyingl 

from Sin. Not by degrading the Holy 
changeable Nature of the Eternal G04 

by reſtoring and advancing the Com 
Nature of Man. Let us therefore Conftk | 

Forſake our Sins, and truſt in the mer 

God through Chriſt ; who is ready to 

don our Sins, and to cleanſe us throl 

Heb. 10. from all iniquity. Let us draw near to Gu 
way a true Heart, in a full aſſurance of Fli th, hi 
our Hearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſe 

and ow Bodies waſhed with pure Water. 
Furthermore, Faith acknowledges Chril 
be the judge of the world: And believes 

he will at the laſt day, reward every mal 
cording to that he has done; whether it 

good or evil. Through Faith the threats — 
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8 E R M O N VII. 
> miſery have a mighty power to reform 
lives and manners of 'men. By Faith men 


a right knowledge and reliſh of the Joys 
eearen; a great deſire, a firm and ſettled a 
eee and expectation of them. Faith looks * 


great aſſurance beyond things temporal, 
oſe things Which are eternal: and makes no a 
t account of the light momentany afflicti- « 


2 4 + « 5 fe wi 

of this life, which exerciſe and improve f 
graces: and ſo make them meet for Hea- 1 

Neither is death terrible unto them, by 0 


h they who live as ſtrangers and pilgrims 
pass into their own Country, an Hea- 

cCountry to live and reign with. Chriſt 
ever. The hope of everlaſting life does ſo 
na open the emptineſs and fading vanity 


bis World, and ſo effectually ſubdhes all 
d Luſts, that the ſuggeſtions and temp- 
os of {in and the Devil, can find nothing 
0887 told on; but this faith fortifies men on 5 
rides againſt all temptations, and enables — 
eto quench the fiery darts of the wicked 1 7 5 ; 
to r motives and arguments of religion, by 


oi take faſt hold of the hearts and affections 

Cu en, and make them all life and ſpirit in 2 
ing the Laws of God. I come now, | 7 

To ſhew that Faith does effectually enable D 2 


to ſubmit to and obey the will of God; by all SS | 
ing ſome inftances of its power and effi- P Lo, lf 


2 


ereas the authority and love of God, and „ þ, - 
7 20. 
22 


yes . We have in Scripture many Inſtances of | 
mani mighty power of Faith, in the miraculous Lh |, 2 
er ics of great undertakings; ſome of them, F „ 
fer nentioned Heb. 11. For Faith depends up- {avs \ 
| o 6 .- 
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FF _ onand engages the power and mercy Ha. 

for us: by Faith the Servants of God haven! 

marvellouſly delivered from great dangers:Mnſ 

ſhut the mouths of Lions, that they M mi 

not hurt- Daniel. Faith delivered S r, 

Meſhech and Abednego from the burning t 

Furnace of Nebuchadne x ar. Through Faith th 

the Centurions Servant healed ; and many A © 

diſeaſes miraculouſly cured by our Bleſſed WP * 

viour ; of whom it's {aid that he could nee 

many mighty works among his Country be. 

becauſe of unbelief. The power of Fatt d 

no les wonderful in the patient ſuffering. 

others: there are inſtances of this ſort . 

tioned alſo in Heb. 11. We have the e 

ples of many whom no afflictions nor da”. © 

could Uiſcourage, from obeying the will”” 

God through hope of his promiſes. 

God promiſed to give to Abraham the Lu ."* 

Cannan for a poſſeſſion, and to his Seedafterli 

| yet he gave him none inheritance in it, C 

fo much as to ſet his foot on; but he tral: © 
t from Country to Country like a Pilgrim; 

„ Faith he ſojour ned in the Land of promiſe u 

„ Ka, 1. "ſtrange Country, awelliag in Tabernacles with lf 

909, id, and Jacob, the Heirs with him of the ſant . 

22 * ', miſe; for he looked for 4 City which had f pal 

_ 7+ dlations whoſe builder and maker is God. Tit 

* temporal promiſes were arguments of 0 

favour, and pledges of an everlaſting happil 
in another life: yet the non- performance 
theſe promiſes did not ſhake their Faith, 0 

by their forgoing temporal pleaſures and ei 0 

and by expoling themſelves to many hazan 

| | 
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afflictions in this world in obedience and 

| — to God's will, they did acknowledge 

elves notwithſtanding theſe temporal 

imiſes to be ſtrangers and pilgrims in the 

th, and did declare that this World was 

the place of their Reſt and Happineſs ; 

that they did by Faith expect, ſome great 3 
glorious reward in another Life, not 4 
32 reward as their Patience and Obe- 
ce Veſerved, but ſuch as was worthy of God 

beſtow, ſomething more certain, laſting 

defirable than any of the enjoyments of | 

World. Theſe all died in Faith, not having Heb. 11. 

ved the promiſes, but having ſeen them afar ; * "I, 

nd mere perſwaded of them and embraced | 

b, and confeſſed that they were Strangers and 

$ri-7s on the Earth. For they that ſay ſuch 

gs, declare plainly that they ſeek a coun- 

not the country from whence they came 

but a better Country, that is an Hea- 

Country: wherefore God is not aſhamed 

e called their God: for he hath prepa- 

for them a City. e I 
id after God promiſed that he ſhould 4 
ing of 1/racl, did with great patience obey 8 NM 
ſubmit to the will of God under great 

ptations and grievous afflictions waiting 

| he ſhould receive the promiſe. Saul had 

re forſaken and diſobeyed the 'Lord-through 

elity and therefore God rejected him from 

$ King, When the Philiſtains came with 1 Sam. 73. 

merous Army as the ſand which is: on the 
ſhore for multitude to fight againſt 1/ract, 
the people followed Saul trembling, who a ' 
* 2 Ws tarricd 


| 

| 

= 
| 

l | 
6 

Þ 

24 


x > 
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tarried at Gilgal ſeven days according tg 
ſet time that Samuel had appointed; hu 
Samuel came not within the days appoui 
to offer Sacrifice and to make ſupplicatian| 
the people of God; and becauſe: the peg 
were in great diſtreſs and were daily def 
ing and departing from him he thought] 
own danger and the hazard the peo 
God were in might excuſe him, from wal 


for Samuel any longer. And therefore heh 


ſelf offered a Burnt Offering. But toq 
God ſubmitting to his will as to the eres 
the wiſeſt and ſafeſt courſe in every thing 
in every condition, whatever infidelity, hut 
wiſdom and policy may ſuggeſt to the con 
God is able to protect and ſupply then 
truſt in him againſt all enemies and i 
dangers and neceſſities whatſoever ( Dail 
others are a proof of this,) and in due 
exalts thoſe that humble themſelves unde 
mighty hand to. great honour and happi 
and he will not ſuffer the leaſt Service it 
him to paſs unrewarded. The disbelief d 
is the ſource and cauſe of mens forſaking 
diſobeying God. And Samuel ſaid to Saul 
haſt done fooliſhly, thou haft not kept the cum 
ment of the Lord thy Goda, which he Contmaidell 
for now would the Lord have eſtabliſhed thy N 
dom upon Iſrael for even, But now thy KW 
hall not continue. But on the other hand i 
is the fountain of our obedience and pati 
under grievous tryals and afflictions 81 
be inſtanced in David when he was perſel 
by Saul and other enemies, the War 
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eath compaſſed him and deſtruction ſem: 
inevitable not only from the open violence 
t the treachery and ſecret plots of ungodly 
en, he by faith laid hold on the promiſe and 
otetion of God and fled for refuge to God 
5 Saviour his Rock and fortreſs, who ſaved 
He ſent from above and took him and 
ew him out of many waters. His enemies 
ove him from the temple of God from a- 
ling in the inheritance of the Lord, ſaying 
ſerve other Gods: He was under a neceſſity 
live among the heathens who reproached 4 
d blaſphemed the Lord his God, and up- 1 
aided him with a vain truſt and confidence 44A 
| God : But he would not ſtretch out his 
Ind to their Gods; neither kill Saul his mor- 
enemy though his friends adviſed him to 
ike the beſt of the occaſion and opportunity 
dd had put in his hand, of getting rid of 
danger and ſecuring his future ſafety and 
dure by the death of his great enemy. 1 Sam. 24- 
t David by faith which ſees through all the 26. 
tk thick clouds of unavoidable dangers and 
jerous afflictions and eſpies at a diſtance 
: ſtedfaſtneſs of Gods love and promiſes to 
em who preſerve their innocency before him, 
ald not forfeit his innocency nor offend God. 
was attacked by great I had almoſt faid, 
feſiſtible, temptations to Idolatry, and to kill 
ul, but he truſted in God and patiently 
ated his time. (1. Sam. 20. 10.) His afflicti- 
ere were heavy his danger great and his de- 
ane uction as to humane appearance unavoidable ; 
vas weary with crying unto God, and his 
| . O38 11 


1 Sam. 26. 
19. 


8 SERMON VII. | 
eyes failed with looking up to him, yet did) 

not revolt, neither through Infidelity 3 
miſtruſtfulneſs of Gods promiſe and protchig 

forſake him, betaking himſelf to una 

means: But did check all ſuggeſtions and mou 

| of infidelity-revived his hope and encouripy 
Pal. 42. himſelf through faith in God. F will ſe 
God my rock why haſt thou forgotten me? 71 

J mourning becauſe of the oppreſſion of the Eu 

as with a Sword in my bones mine Enemies rem 

me, while they ſay daily unto me where is thy Gy 

why art thou caſt down O my Soul! and why artth 

diſquieted within me? hope thou in God, for I 

yet praiſe him, who is the Health of my. Counts 

and my God. N 155 A 

Is any under great troubles and temptatid 
-perſecuted and compelled to wander in,Delet 

from Mountain to Mountain, and from d 

Cave to another? or is he forced to lie} 
mong a people void of the fear of God! 
„duaangers and Enemies await him every when 
Aare violence and Stratagems perpetually i 
Ployed for his ruine? no Temptations h 
befallen him, but ſuch as are common to 1. 

The Children of God who were men of 

like frail mortal nature, of like Paſſions and 
firmities, purchaſed Glory at the expence of { 
pains, many tears, great and grievous Affici 

and difficulties; and have ſet him an exam 

of Patience and Faith. Let him therei 
wait God's leaſure, quit himſelf manfully,! 
niſh Impatience and Infidelity ; perſevere 
Faith and good works. Let not him grud 

to lay out Perſon, Life and all for the 1 
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SERMON VI. 199 
e and Glory of god: And he will one dag 
ndantly reward ® id in the mean | - % 

ile will tand by him, to comfort and deli- — i 
him in every. danger and Calamity, and he 1 
1 have reaſon to Tay with David, as for 2 Sam. 22. 


his way is perfect? the word of the Lord is 31, 32. 
4: He is a Buckler to all them that truſt in | 
„ For whe is God ſave the Lord? and who is 
Rock ſave our God? 1 2a TESLA 
and as in David's caſe God's enabling him 
reſiſt great Temptations, and his inſpiring - 
i with Patience, Love and Charity even to 
mies and Perſecutors ; and with Strength | 
| Wiſdom to preſerve his Integrity and 
ocency before him; is a ſure pledge of 
ds favour and of Eternal Life: The hope 
xcof gives him ſtrong conſolation, ſecures 
peace and quiet, and eſtabliſhes the mind 
the Love of God againſt all the billows 
| aſſaults of Perſecutions and Temptations; 


ty an Anchor of the Soul f 

fire and ſtedfaſt, and dus faith as an Anchor faſtens firm: 

eee ee ade 77. that which is moſt inward in 

„ Hieaven, hy taking faſt bold of Chriff's 
vet MHither k e fore poſſeſſion of Glory as our bead wil 

her 1s for us entred, e- repreſentative, and ſets our heart as 
Jeſus made an high eaſe, and fortifies us againſt all the 

et for ever atter the terrible ſtorms, boiFerous waves and 


of Melchiſedeck. Heb. rea, Heb. . = * W 
19, 20. : | 


We have alſo the great example of our 4 


| end Saviour Jeſus Chrilts Faith, Who 
u W he were 4 Son, yet learned he obedience 
vere the things which he Suffored. He lived 1n much 


erty, in a mean contemptible condition; 
O 4 being 
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Hieb. 3. 7. great dangers .compalle@ him a 


1 
? 


| out, his by 
mies were daily ploting ut I 

often going to fall upon him” to Murder i 

Fear was on every ſide, and being ud 

. with Fear, he by Faith took fanctuary i 
Protection of Almighty God his Heaveny 

ther 1 and offered up Prayers and Suppli 

ons with ſtrong crying and tears unto him, 

was able to ſave him; and was heard and ni 

Pſal.22. , ted againſt many attempts of his Ene 
8. 85 But at laſt God ſeemed to forſake bim, 

Co 


| Oc. was far from helping him, and from the M umb! 
1 of his roaring. He cried to God in the up 
time, but he did not hear him; and he e jo 

not ſilent in the night ſeaſon: The Hat 

archs his Fathers according to the fleſh tue Cr 


in God, they truſted in him, and 
| did deliver them in 


He was not ſaved neither through f; : 
want ef Faith in him, nor 8 time of their trouble 


any defect of Power and Merey inGod affliction. They cryed| 
Pſal. 22. 3. but becauſe his ſuffer- TO God and were del 
ings were conſented and agreed un- red: but he cryed to 

ro, aud he came into the World for io and was not heard; ! 
ſuffer. Feſus anſwered (to Pontius he had been 4 Worm 5 


Pilate) thou couldeſt have no power | | 
at all againſt me, except it were gi- no Man; a, repld Mt 
ven thee from above, therefore he of men he was ſmitteu i th 


that delivered me( 6 neseſdc ug wounded of God, 
qui me prodit ) unto thee kath the ee, ae, men perſecl 


i „ himdiſgracedandre 
him, and Crucifed! 

And when he was hanging upon the C 

they upbraided him with a vain truſt 1 
Confidence in God: he ſaved others, ſa) " 
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SERMON VI. 
it he cannot fave himſelf. He ſaid he was 
e son of God, let him come down from the 
os and we will believe him. They laughed 
In to ſcorn and ſhook: their heads at him; 
ying if he be not an Impoſtor, but if God 
lighted in him, let him deliver him. Now 
all this Chriſt Sinned not againſt God by 
fidelity - he was not miſtruſtful of his Love 
xd Promiſe. He opened not his Mouth a- 
inſt God under theſe Afflictions and Temp- 
tions : Nor did he expreſs Angry Revenge- 
| Reſentments againſt his Enemies. But was 
mble, Meek and Patient, and ſtedfaſtly look- 
| up to Heaven; and did by Faith behold 
e Joy and Glory that he is now poſſeſſed 
at the Right Hand of God and endured 
e Croſs deſpiſing the ſhame. Let us Imi- 
te his Example, and. be Patient Meek and 
umble under all Tryals and Afflictions ; tru- 
in God our Saviour, expecting the ac- 
mpliſhment of his promiſes. Let us not be 
aried neither faint in our minds and draw 
k; but let ns conſider . him that endured 
6 contradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf: 
d ſuffers their Injuſtices and Cruelties againſt 
Members. And let us look up unto Je- 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith; 
ckoning that we ſhall reign with him, and 
 partakers of his Glory if we ſuffer with 
n, and be denied to the fading Glories and 
aſures of this World. The Juſt live not 
[ light, they look not at things that are 
en and are Temporal ; but they live by Faith, 
leredy they view and love things which 
| are 
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ing that our Faith hath a great recomna 
Heh. 10. © 


39. 


Rom. 15. than the obſtinate wickedneſs of men; d 
their reproaching God and Religion. I 


25374. 


36,37» 38, after ye have done the will of God, ye might 


| ſhall have no Pleaſure in him. But we at 


pleaſe themſelves ; but did live to God f 
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SERMON M. 
are not qſeen, but are qt a- diſtance j 
are Eternal. Let no: afflictions how g 
vous ſoever, no Temptations how diſcuy 
ging ſoever, baffle our Faith and defeat 
confidence in the love of God in Chriſt; xu 


reward. For ye have need of Patienct 


cerve the Promiſe, For yet a little while, all 
that ſhall come (in great Power and Glory, 
reward them that believe in his Name) g 
come and will not tarry. Nom the Juſt ſhalh 
by Faith, but if any man draw back, my $ 


of them who draw back to Perdition; but of 
that believe to the ſaving of the Soul, 6 

Faith or the grace of God through Fal 
lightens our mind, ſanctifies our nature, and 
our heart with all divine graces, forgive 
Sins and reſtores us to the favour of Gl 
overcomes the world and all the Enemies 
our Religion and happineſs. We haue! 
examples of the Faith and Patience of 
Saints: who did not live to themſelves. 


pleaſed others for their good: and were l 
lous of God's Honour and the Edification 
others; to the forgoing of much eaſe and pl 
ſure ; and undergoing much trouble and! 
fiction. Nothing was more grievous to Ct 


ery one of us pleaſe his [Neighbour for his $ 
zo Edification, for even Chriſt pleaſed not hint 
but as it is Written the Reproaches of them ib 

a Reproac 
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SERMON VT. 

vached thee, fell on me; for whatſoever things 
written afore time were written for our Learn- 
that we through Patience, and comfort of 
Scriptures might have hope. Faith carries us - 


1 uch all the Difficulties and Diſcourage- 
s of a holy Life, yea, through the dark 
4 ey of the ſhadowof Death, into the King- 
or Heaven. Without this Faith, it is not 


ble any man ſhould overcome the Enemies 


\ soul and Happineſs, ſo with it it is not 
eue ſhould ever be overcome by them. 


any documents and 
W:uctions concerning 
b in God's exerciſing 
rewarding the Faith 
5 Servants, 


ity directly oppoſite 
aich; as the Infidelity 


Wierhoam, Annanias and 
n and of the Jews 
And is it not ſtrange 


> © after all Chriſtians 

1617 n 85 5 

F | 1 opinions about 
th? 

9 t was not Curioſity, 

pn ue ſincere Faith, that 

ght the Centurion to 


nit; and his earneſtneſs 
(truſt in the Sovereign 


he Scriptures afford 


» 
emany inſtances of In- 


Me have the murmurings of the In · 
fidelity of the People of Iirael, in 
the Wilderneſs, and how they fell ſhort 
of the promiſe, and could not enter 
into Canaan , becauſe of unbelief, 


and we Numb. 14. and Heb. 4.) There be 


many inſtances of their J1dalatry, of 
their oppreſſion, and of their Salva- 
tion through Faith, by ꝓudges, raiſ- 
ed up for that end, Ala through Faith 


theold World, Phara- ſmote the Ethiopians (2 Chron. 14. 


11. Sc.) he is reproved for relying 
on the King of Syria and not on 
God (16. 7, 8, Cc.) and in his diſ- 
eaſe he ſought not to the Lord but to 
the Phyſicians Hezekiah's Faith (32. 


be ſo much divided 7-9 )Ahaz's infidelity: the Kings of 


Iiraclwere apt to truſt too much in the 
ſtrength of their Armies, or in the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Foreign Kings, to forſdłe 
God and to truſt in and N idols 


ther any other thing, but Mat. 14-31. The weakneſs of terer's 


Faith is re proved, v. 30. Ile was af» aid 
his Faith bepan to fail, and tie power 
of Chriſt and whe ſecurity of his com- 
mand began to fail bim accordingly. 
and he began to fink. 

Power 


204 8 ERM ON VII. 
Power and Mercy of Chriſt; who new 
nor diſappoints thoſe that truſt an { 
upon him, did engage the Power and Mer 
Chriſt to fulfil his deſire. . Faith bring 
Chriſt, makes us humble and ſincere in ont 

dreſſes to him; and engages the Wiſcan 
Mercy of Chriſt to perform our Petition 
Faith incorporates us living Members off 
into his myſtical Body: by Faith we di 

1 Cor. 3. Chriſt and Chriſt in us: we are one with( 

21,22, 23, and Chriſt with us. And all things ary 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or hl 
or Life, or Death, or things preſent, or thi 
come; all are yours; and ye are Chrif's, 
Chriſt is God's. Therefore let no Chriſtin 

1. 30. Ty or truſt in any thing ſave in Chriſt 

who of God is made ginto us Wiſdom, and 

ouſneſe, and Sanctiſication, and Redempim: 
who glories and truſts in his own Wi 
Learning and Merits in the gifts and el 
ments of other Men in the power and f 
of Friends; in Riches or any other thing! 
ſoever, ſo far forth he makes void the 0! 
Chriſt and the Power of his Mercy. U 
therefore place all our happineſs all our en 
tions and confidence in the love of God 
is in Chriſt our Lord who has the diſpoi 
all worldly comforts and external blelli 
and diſpenſes his gifts as he thinks fit. 
Is not he deſervedly expoſed to al 


carking Cares, Anxieties, fooliſh reltle' 


and Apprehenſions of Worldly covetous Ut 
who will not traſt the mercy and provi 
of God, with the diſpoſal, and care of! 
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S ER MON. VII. 
all his Concernments? is not he Juſtly 
to be perpetually toſt and driven, by the 
» commotions and tearings of Pride, An- 
Emulation, Envy and other unruly Luſts 
Paſſions, who by infidelity neglects and 


ts the grace of God? Is not his condem- 
on Juſt who will not by Faith, receive mer- 


nd Eternal life from Chriſt ? It's an eaſy 
ter and light thing for Chriſt to ſave us 


our Sins, and to raiſe us at the laſt day 
rerlaſting Life - let him but ſpeak the word 
and weſhall be Saved. And if we believe in 
name it ſhall be unto us according to our 
h, the Centurion went away fatisfied with 
- and the cure was performed. And every 


205 


of us may be aſſured of this. And all Matt. 21. 


u whatſoever ye ſhall ast in Prayer, believe- 


je ſhall receive. Thus I have deſcribed Faith 
eneral : I proceed 
xcondly, To conſider particularly ſome of 
k graces which belong to the nature and 
into the compoſition of Chriſtian faith, 
| | conceive ſome of the principal of them 
be theſe following. 

if, Humility out of a due ſenſe of our 
ry and danger. He that is in good health, 


ery liſtleſs to the Preſcriptions of the Phys 


u; and if we be inſenſible of the Miſery 
Danger of our Soul; we will take- no 
Is to underſtand the wholeſome directions 
chriſt in his word; nor to obey his health- 
Laws and preſcriptions, which are very 
0 and contrary to our Carnal minds, and 
idly intereſts and pleaſures. But when 

Jeſus 


2 | 


wo — 


4 N 1 
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be whole need not 4 Phyſician, but 1 
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SERMON VI. 
Jeſus heard that he ſaid unto. them, Thy 


are Sick. But go ye and learn what that me 
J will have mercy (an humble © charitable 9 
delighting in mercy ) and not Sacrifice. (Ny 
mind puffed up with a conciet of it: 
righteouſneſs, pleading its meritorious Sa 
and performances, ſlighting the grace cf 
and unmercifully, deſpiſing and condeg 
others:) for I am not come to call then 
teous but Sinners to Repentance. Put 
the Iſraelites had been living in plenty and 
ſperity in Egypr,. when God ſent A 
ſhew them that according to his promi 
their Fathers, he would bring them ini 
Land of Canaan a Land flowing with! 


and Honey; and would give it to the in 
their Children for an Inheritance; and d 
and protect them in it, its like they Met 


not have regarded his meſſage, neither 
taken ſuch a tedious hazardous Journey tiff 
that vaſt. owling Wilderneſs ; nor ep 
themſelves to the fury of the Egyptiansl 
of other Nations, through whoſe borders 
were to pals; and after all to the uncal 
event of a War with the Canaarites,a N 
much more numerous and , ſtrong than 
Eſpecially ſeeing Maſes came alone withoulf 
vilible means to aſſiſt and protect them. 1t58 
the promiſe, protection and command 0 
only wiſe inviſible God, were ſufficient 
have determined and encouraged them 
comply with his meſſage to them by 
notwithſtanding all dangers difficulties and d 

| © © courage 
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proſperity, it's Iike they would have mi- 


1 
N 


Ul 


a of his protection; and conteſted the 
dom and loving kindneſs of his meſſage. 
they were groatling under à moſt grievous 
dage and oppreſſion; and therefore they 


0 
5 
14 
) 


** 


i co venture upon great dangers and in- 
Orble difficulties through confidence in the 
. and protection of God their Saviour: 
Nd! 


fled for refuge to take hold of his gracious 
iſe by Faith. Even fo they who have no 


of their miſery and the danger of their im- 
a tal Soul; live on quietly and ſecurely; 
W eatifie their Luſts and reject the warnings 
eu intructions of God's word; which lay 
by danger and the miſeries of a ſad Eternity 
_F: them. They imagine that Chriſt's yoke 


grievous, and cannot think on parting 
Iting and ſenſibly painful to them to ſab- 
It off the right Hand. And whereas Chriſt 


eaſie and his burden light; and gives them 
ope of eternal life as a reward of their 
ce and ſufferings for his ſake ; they miſtruſt 
promiſes conteſt the wiſdom and loving 
neſs of his counſels ;* deſpiſe the inward 
and inviſible conſolations of his Spirit; 
the eternal happineſs of a future fare : 
ſet their hearts aud affections upon the 

| things 


t, 
t. 


agements. But had they been living in peace 
ſted the truth of God's promiſe, the ſafe- 9 


ed to the glad tidings of ſalvation, and were 


their worldly eaſe and pleaſures; it being 
their Luſts, as to pull out the right Eye, 


lifes them the help of his grace, to enable 
to overcome all oppolition ; to make his 


things of this world, and contemn and i 


his miſerable condition; if he has a Juſt] 


everlaſting life. He flees for refuge unto (li 


place their happineſs in the fleeting pleal 
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nought all thoſe confidences helps and pron 
which a Chriſtian faith highly eſteems, tab 
ctuary in and depends upon. 

But on the other hand if a man be ſenſj 


and dread of the wrath and curſe of God j 
his fin binds him over to; then will he x 
tively liſten to the glad tidings of Salvatio 
cry out O wretched man that I am what { 
do to be ſaved! Command Lord what thong 
eſt and lo thy Servant is ready to obey. Nat 
is too hard to be done and ſuffered in ordg 
be ſaved from ſo great miſery : And to dl 


admires his love, truſts and rejoyces in his 
cy through faith, And pities their folly 


and fading glories of this world. A Cu 
faith crucifies us to the world and crucikt 
world to us: And. therefore this humilitſi 
neceſſary main ingredient of it. 

2. A ſecond ingredient of a true faiths 
belief of the promiſes of the Goſpel.Thele] 
miſes are firſt to the Soul, Secondly to theft 
The promiſes to the Soul are of three ſorts. 
firſt ſort is concerning the ſanctification of 
nature: the ſecond the forgiveneſs of our 
And the third is concerning the happinay 
a future ſtate. „„ 

If we be in a dangerous miſerable condi 
and unable to help and reſcue our ſelves; 
know. of no Saviour, theh is our condi 
helpleſs and hopeleſs, but if there be a Sal 
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yſician who is willing and able to ſave and 


e us; if we will carefully obſerve his pre- 


Iptions, and ſurrender our ſelves up to be 


ed by him: Then are we in the hands and 
he diſpoſal of our Phyſician. And our Sal- 


jon depends upon his skill and ability: And. 
e periſh it is his fault. But if we conteſt his 
| and wiſdom; doubt of his love and care; 

ect his power and ability, and disbelieve his 


miſes, and refuſe to enſtruſt our ſelves to 
are and diſpoſal ;, eſpecially upon occaſion 


his giving us ſome bitter ſearching potion. 


we reject his laws and preſcriptions , 
by that means periſh in our fins, we know 


de fault that is. They who ane inſenſible* 


their miſery and danger, and conſequently 
this promiſes and Remedies ; or they who 
g ſenſible of their need and danger do not 
t him nor believe in his name; but betake 
nſelyes to other means and Remedies which 
not of his appointment; and fo fall ſhort 
ternal life, muſt charge their everlaſting 
7 upon their infidelity. I ſhall conclude 
the Collect of this day. 


The ſecond Sunday before Lent. 


| Lord God who ſeeſt that we put not our 


truſt in any thing that we do; merciful- 


grant that by thy power we may be defended 
4 all adverſity through jeſus Chriſt our 
' Amen. | | 


P Now 
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Now the God of Peace that brought 3 
from the dead our Lord Jefus 'Chriſt, & 
great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the bly 
of the everlaſting Covenant, make you jy 
fe& in every good work to do his will, work 
in you always that which is pleaſing in his 
through Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be glon 
ever. Amen. 7 


BR 


refore we conclude, that a man is Tu flified 
| by Faith without the deeds of the Law, 


HE Second head I propounded to be diſ- 
courſed to from this Text, was to con- _ 
r ſome of thoſe graces which go to the 4 
ing up of a true Chriſtian' Faith: And I 1 
ned the Firſt place to Humility, ariſing 
of a due ſence of our Miſery and Danger : 
| the Second to the belief of the Promiſes 
tle Goſpel. The promiſes to our Soul 
of Three ſorts. | ey 


ſie Firſt ſort concerns the Sanctification 
our Nature. 

[he Second, the Forgiveneſs of our Sin. 

[he Third is concerning the everlaſting Hap- 
els of another Life. | 2 


Or the explaining of Faith in theſe pro- SJ 
les, which concern the Sanctification of our 
ure; I ſhall conſider, (t.) the preſent con- 

ES. © 2 dition 
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SERMON VII. 
dition of our Nature. (2. Wherein San&tificati 
according to the Scriptures do's conſiſt. (3) 
ſhall explain the nature of this Faith, by i 
ſtancing in ſome of the Principal ett 
and properties of it. (4) I ſhall make apnl 
cation. (5-) I ſnall anſwer an Objection. 
. 1: As to the condition of our Nature, y 


are under the Law which requires perfect 5 
bedience; but yet beſtows no grace to MN 
us, heither do's it give us any hope of f 51 
forgiveneſs of the leaſt Sin; Vea is app 5 
no leſs puniſhment to every Sin than the M Fey 
and Curſe of God. Beine then all have A al 1 
ned and come ſhort of the Glory of Cod; * 
are under the ſentence of the Law, Chilh Eo 
of Wrath and Heirs of Hell, and eſftrand Cod 
from God. And this Law is agree. 
the holy, unchangeable Nature of God; t tn 
thing being ſo contrary to his Nature 8 20 
And it is enacted in the Nature of al ina... 
gent beings; ſeeing Sin naturally corrupt * 
perverts their Nature, and alienates them © 
the love of God and his holy Laws. . 1 
if Sin be ſo contrary to, and deſtructive WI *. 2 
the Perfection and Happineſs of all i |. 
gent Natures ; which are but a faint tte 
ſcript of the Perfections of the Divine Naw... 
we are not able to comprehend how any nu 
diſpleaſes God, and thwarts the tranſcenlg, * 
Glory and perfection of his Nature. All] may 
and Gentiles are concluded under Sin, the Wt: as 
ges of Sin is Death, the ſtrength of Sin 5 Sa. 
Law; and how ſhall this Law, which in 


bliſh'd in the unchangeable Nature of G 
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1 enacted in the humane Nature, be rever- 
by no other way but ſuch as reſtores and 
news the humane Nature after the Image of 
pd, and procures forgiveneſs of Sin, with= 
t any imputation upon the Holineſs of God, AY 
diſparagement to his Laws; and Authority: — 4 
d that is, by the free grace of God, through , | 
Redemption, that is, in Jeſus Chriſt our 
rd. | PFs pO 
Without the help of God's grace, we are 
abled from doing any good available to 
r Salvation. It appears from Rom. 7. That Rom, 7. 
this ſtate of Sin and Corruption, our na- 
al judgment and Conſcience conſents unto v. 16. 22. 
Law that it is good and holy: and the Law 
itten in our Hearts, agrees with the Law 
God, yet the faculties and powers of our 18. 18, 19. 
d, are ſo much weakned and diſordered, 3 
t they can bring nothing to effect, but 14. 21. 23. 
oyer- ruled and overpowered by the Law 2g, 
din, which is in our Members. So then 
y ſelf, (I by my ſelf ) with the mind ſerve 
Law of God; but with the fleſh the Law of 
(The former 82 of this verſe, and verſe 
; a Parentheſis.) Seeing the Fleſh prevails 
| overpowers the Mind, it is reckon'd upon 
the only principle of Action; and the 
ver thereof is not aboliſhed by the Law, 1 
t much increaſed : So that we cannot by the 1 
obtain cleanneſs and purity of Heart; but i 
may compaſs ſuch an External Righteouſ- ' af 
ls, as that of the Scribes and Phariſees in 4 
r aViours time, which is deſcribed Matt. 23. IJ 
ich commended them mightily to the mul- 

„ titude 


l 


| Ve Jo 


over the People. The narural-man is pf 


gainſt the Truth. Thus the 
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SERMON .' 
titude, and gave them credit and anthaif 


from improving the Law of God, or inf 
ctions of the Goſpel, to the Purifying | 
Heart; that he perverts both to the ſtren 
ning his Lu! 4 darkning and farther d 
rupting his Mind, with Pride and Hypo 
Uncharitableneſs and many prepoſſeſſon 
ews in 
Bleſſed Saviour's time, were Mr aud 
dened in Sin and Infidelity, to a far gie 
degree than the Gentiles, who were witli 
the Law. St. Paul as touching the Law ni 
Phariſee, and touching the Righteouſnek nl 
is in the Law, Blameleſs; and yet was 
the power of fuch miſguided Zeal and Und 
ritableneſs as others of that Se& wal 
Perſecuting and Oppoſing the Truth mitl 


his might, For when we were (ſays he) Wl," 
Fleſh, the motions of Sin which mere by the Jer, 


did work in our Members, to bring forth fril 
to Death: But Sin taking occaſion by the | 
mandment, wrought in me all manner of 
ſcence. For without the Law Sin was 
1. e. Pride, Vain-Glory, Uncharitablench 
other motions and affections of Sin and 
of the Fleſh were dead. For I was alive 1 
out the Law once, i. e. I who delight in 
Law after the inward man, was free 
many prejudices and the malign infiuenc 
Pride and other Luſts, which were not a 
ned then: But when the Commandment cam, 
reviv'd, i. e. The motions of Sin began to" 
in my Members, and Pride, Uncharitab 


he, © 
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| other Luſts were drawn forth into exerciſe; _ 4 

died. And the commandement which was v. 10. 4 
ined to life, I found tobe unto death. So the . 

which affords us no grace nor mercy but 

her blinds and puniſhes us for every diſobe- 

nce, does not correct and amend our Luſts 
increaſes and inflames them. And fin takes v. 11. 

afion by the Law to deceive us mightily- R 

ther Jew nor Gentile can attain to righte- 

neſs by the Law; all are under fin. But Rom. 8.3. 

the Law could not do, in that it was weak thro” 

Fleſh, God ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of 

ul Fleſh, and for ſim aboliſhed ſin (the power 

| guilt of fin) in the Fleſh, The condition 

our Nature gives us reaſon to think very 

ly of our ſelves, and to diſclaim all vain 

dence in any thing we do. But as weak 

| corrupted as our nature is if any can be- 

e in Chriſt, All things are poſſible to him Mat. 9. 

 believeth, ſaith our B. Saviour, it is eaſie to 23. 

nighty God to fulfil his promiſes; all the 

jiculty is on our part who are ſlow of heart 

Klieve. - | | -—.Þ | 

. Our Sanctification according to the Scxip- 

e conſiſts in dying unta Sin and living unto 

teouſneſs; in forſaking all fin and wick- 

eſs; and in living a godly, righteous and ſo- 

life, following the example of Chriſt our 4 

d. The Luſts of the fleſh muſt be ſubdued, 4 

lite and power of {in deſtroyed and aboliſh- 
before the love of God be quickned and 

life of grace begin to ſpring up in us. 

ine preſent condition of our nature the - 

lt bas got head of our reaſon, prevails over 
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it mightily, and is to be looked upon | 
main principle of our actions, our reaſon hy 
enſlaved to it. I know that in me della 
good thing; in me, that is in my fle. 
fleſh is called in Scripture, the body of $ 
the old man, all that a man is before hel 
* by the Spirit of God; and it ig 
ed our ſelf, and for any to cruciſie the j 
of Sin, to put off the Old man with his da 


to ſubdue the luſts of the fleſh, is to Ulf 


himſelf. Now there is no power nor prinq 
in our nature to mortifie it ſelf ; for the 
is tender of it ſelf, and forward to make ji 
viſion for to gratifie its own deſires and ll 
And ſo long as it rules, will never conſatt 
the cutting off of its own members; a: 

pulling out of the right eye, and the cutting 
the right hand; i. e. The mortifying of ti 
luſts, which are the members of the bod 
Sin, and to which the fleſh is as tenderly al 
ed, as to theſe natural members. There 
the body of Sin muſt be crucified, 
members which are upon the earth mult! 
mortified by the Spirit of God, that well 
be married uuto Chriſt, and quickned mW 
him; to the end, that we may bring fol 
fruit unto God, in the holineſs and rigiitel 
neſs of our life. Wherefore, my brethren, yes 
are become dead to the Law by the body of On 
that ye ſhould be married to another, even uni it 
who is raiſed from the dead, that ye ſhould lr 
forth fruit unto God. i. e. The Body of fin d 
not be a member of Chriſt ; there is no fel 


ſhip between light and darkneſs; nor wy 


riſt 
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it and ſin, therefore ſo long as we are in the 
n we are under the Law ; and conſequently. 
er the curſe (Gal. 3. 10.) But your Fleſh is 
cined with Chriſt, and fin is aboliſh'd by his 
u by the virtue and efficacy of his ſuffer- 


| 
g 


in the Fleſh; and ſo ye are become dead 
he Law, that ye ſhould be married to ano- 


even unto Chriſt, who is raiſed from the 


that ye ſhould riſe with him to newneſs R 
Holineſs of life. As a Woman which hath Rom. 5. 1, 
esband, is bound by the Law to her Hus- 2,3, &c. 


d ſo long as he liveth : but if the Husband 
dead ſhe is looſed from the Law of her i 
band, and may be married to another: even 4 


de Law hath dominion over a man as long : 
; WW: liveth ; bnt if a man (that is the old man „ 
de Body of ſin) be dead and buried; then - 
delivered from the Law, which threatens « & 
for every diſobedience : ſin which held 4 
Wunder the Law (Rom. 7.6.) being dead and : 


reed with Chriſt in Baptiſm (Rom. G. 3, 4.) in 1 
Regeneration the Nature of man is ſo far 
rojed and changed as to its prevailing ten- 
en es, powers and deſires; and the new Na- 
ad life which Chriſt gives and inſpires; 
fu as we are planted in the likeneſs of Chriſts 
eon th, ſo are we alſo in the likeneſs of his Re- 

W<cion Rom. 6. 4.5. 11.) are ſo unlike to the | 
Nature; that the man cannot be ſaid to live 2Cor.7.3. 
n fi lelf any more: but Chriſt ; _ 
de aid to live in ehre if an, man be in 
n cn, and all the good he „ 


; ; old things are paſt away, be- 
fel muſt be attributed 5014 * = become new; * 


etweng che Spirit of God „ and all things are of God, &c. 
Ci dwelling 
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dwelling in him: I em crucified with, d 


218 


14 


' Gal. 2.20, nevertheleſs I live, Yet not I, but Chriſt lil 
mee and the Life which 1 now lipe in the 
I live by the Faith of the Son of God; whily 

„ and gave himſelf for me. And if al 

Holineſs. and Righteouſneſs be wholly d. 

iſe and grace of God; then are the 

together through Faith; it's by Faith tha 

5 embrace and receive the promiſes; it 
i Faith that the Spirit of God dwells in us:4 
[YR there is no place for any truſt, or depend 

\ upon our ſelves, or our own merits ; toda 
makes the Promiſes and Faith void and 

ſtrates the grace of God: and therefore] 

Apoſtle adds, I do not fruſtrate the grace of 

Gal. 2.21. For if Righteouſneſs come by the Law, then 

is dead in vain, I come 0 | 

3. To explain the nature of a Sandi 

Faith, by inſtancing in the chief effedyj 

properties of it: as i 

Firſt the diligent uſe of the means of 6 

The Word and Sacraments are bleſſed 

appointed by God, to be the means ot 
Sanctification: The diligent and reveralt 

A {age whereof, has a natural tendency to 
1 creaſe and ſtrengthen our Natural Noi 
ih and to add authority to the admonitiom 
BK rrebukes of Conſcience, for the word of 
gives us a more full and clear knowledg 
theſe truths, which we know by the light 
Nature; and reveals many other impoſt 
Truths, ſuch as the forgiveneſs of Sil, 
Reſurrection of the Dead, the Righteous I 
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of che World by Chriſt,” the eternal 
. pineſs of the Juſt, and the eternal Miſery of 


njuſt: The clear revelation of which Truths, 
rces and directs the reflections of our Con- 
ice upon our doings, approving or diſ- 


natural hopes, fears and other affectio 
the Heart, ariſing from thence, which are 


IS fountain and ſpring of Holineſs and Righ- 
ness. And the Sacraments are viſible 
os: whereby the Church in all Ages hath 
, red publickly, her ſincere affent and 


ſent, to the . truths of revealed Religion, 
her acknowledgment of the Authority 
od in his Word and Sacraments; which 
the greateſt external evidence, and molt ſo- 
1 atteſtation of their Truth and divine O- 


al. And by the Sacraments, we bind and 
Wc our” ſelves, with the moſt facred Tyes 


ſolemn Vows, to believe and obey the 
5 and truths of the Chriſtian Religion : 
that the right uſage of the Word and 
raments, hath a natural tendency to 
nethen our Reaſon, and to diminiſh the 
ſer of our Luſts. But if we apply 
ſelves to uſe them for thoſe ends, with- 
depending upon the Spirit of God by 
ot tn; this is the way to awaken and inflame 
Luſts : For the Fleſh which uſurps upon 
r Reaſon, perverts whatever laws or inſtru- 
PrPns are directed to it, for its aſſiſtance ; 


in, ee kits own carnal ends of Pride, Hy- 
us jt ily, c. As ſome diſeaſed, ulcerous bodies, 


trurn 
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ring them; and enlivens and ſtrengthens ' 


they be fed plentifully with wholſome food, 
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s ER NM ON V 
turn it to nouriſh and inflame the difg 
ſo ſin worketh death in us by that whid| 
good; That ſin by the commandment mich 
come exceeding ſinful. For we know that th | 
is ſpiritual: But I am carnal, ſold under Sin: 
ſome learned ingenious men who deſyiſe 
wiſdom and ſimplicity of true piety are amy 
of this. | 3 

2. Another effect of Sanctifying faith, 
the abſtaining from evil and learning tj 
good; endeavouring conſtantly and ſincerel 
underſtand and obey the laws of God. | 
who reſolves through the help of God's gn 
to forſake ſin, will not caſt himſelf in then 
of temptations to fin ; but will keep alodf{ 
from all theſe temptation and occaſion 
ſinning, with which he feels himſelf moſt ſtrax 

ly inclined to comply; and moſt eaſily bet 
And will be watchful and careful td dt 
the firſt motions and inclinations to fin, vi 
they begin to ariſe in his mind, beforetl 
gather ſtrength and become too ſtrong tori 
For he is not ſincere in his Reſolutions, nel 
has he a hearty deſire and due eſteem of 
grace of God, who does not endeavour 

comply with it by a ſincere obedience ot 
laws. of God; which purges the mind fi0 
impure luſts, and begets ſuch diſpoſitions 

are of the ſame nature and temper with tit 
moſt holy laws: The commandment of the I 
is pure, enlightning the eyes. But they who! 
gle& the means of Salvation, or uſe d 
heedleſſy and irreverently and give free ſcope 
their luſts, deſpiſe the grace of God and 

ſiſt his Spirit. 0 


f 


SERMON VIII. 

ut we muſt not imagine that our. endea- 
rs after holineſs and righteouſneſs, can be 
lable to the purifying of our hearts, fur- 
than they are of faith, i. e. Of the grace 
od through faith. It cannot be denyed 
ed but that our natural knowledge of the 


zgrees as to the great ſtrokes of our duty 
h the law of God, as appears from the 
dom and knowledge of the Heathen mora- 
„ Moreover the Scribes and Phariſees diſ- 
ed from the Scriptures with our B. Saviour, 
underſtood the force of his arguments be- 
often put to ſilence by them. And we may 
ur ſelves abſtain from groſs and ſcandalous 
ts, and do many things which are upon 
matter good : Thus the Phariſees did as 
i as was ſufficient to deceive the people, 
had a great veneration for them; for they 
fried the Law, faſted and prayed much; and 
e zealous of their own opinions, and made 
u the  outfide ; Vet they were in a worſe 
dition than Publicans and Harlots, who 
| our B. Saviour to them, go into the 


* dom of God before you. Our endeavours 
\ ol nderſtand and obey the Laws of God, while 
dare under the Government and pedagogy 


the fleſh, can avail nothing to the puri- 
„of our hearts. The Jews who rejected 


on race of God, and ſought to be ſaved 
ſy fir own righteouſneſs; ſeeing they did 
obe ke, and hearing they did not hear neither 
nd they underſtand : But if they be under the 


Kon and influence of the Spirit of God 
through 


ical duties of Religion is of great extent, 


Matt. 21. | 


34. 


222 


down the Wall thereof, farther thai 


through faith; they ſhall be powerful 


Jericho, after Jericho was ſtraitly ſhut up, 


flat, and the people ſhall aſcen 


SERMON 'VIIL 


effectual to the converting of the Soul, 
to the creating of a new Heart in us aſter i 
Image of God, in Holineſs and Righteouſi 
So that our Sanctification is altopether off 
grace of God; the new creature in Chi 
is wholly the workmanſhip of his Spiri 
Wal illuſtrate this by an Inſtance of the N 
er of Faith; and it concerns the taking 


Lord ſaid unto Joſua, ſee F have given imo 
hand Jericho, and the King thereof, and the mi 
ty men of Valour. And ye ſhall compaſs the 
all ye men of War, and go round about i 
ty once - thus ſhalt thou do Six. days. Aud 
Priefts ſhall bear before the Art, Seven Ti 
pets of Rams-horns : And the Seventh day 3. 
compaſs the City ſeven times, and the Prift;\ 
blow with the Trumpets. And it ſhall am 
paſs, that when they make a long blaſt ni 
Rams-horn, and when ye hear the ſound i 
Trumpet, all the people ſhall ſhout with 4 ff 
ſhout : and the wall of the City (hall fall 

7 every man 
before him, and take the City. And when | 
had conipaſſed the City after this manner : tht 
fell down flat, even as God had ſaid: Si 
the People went up into the City every ! 
ſtrait before him, and they took the City. 
compaſſing Jericho did not avail to fl 


was an act of obedience through faith in the} 
miſe of God, Heb. 11. 10.- By Faith the Wal 
Jericho fell down after they were compoſed, 


„ 
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SERMON VIII. 
days ;, even fo our uſe of the Word and 
raments, and conſtant endeavours to keep 
ps holy Commandments, avail to the puri- 
2 and renewing our hearts no farther than 
rare of faith in the promiſe of God's grace. 
iſt by the ſound of his Gofpel atchieves ma- 
great works much more marvellous than 
pulling down the Walls of Jericho, by the 
ding of Trumpets ; Chriſt our Lord by 
Preaching of his Word, performs great 


"8 glorious Atchievments in them that be- 
. He conquers the Devil, all the pow- 
of Darkneſs and of this World combined 
t him, and ſubdues the rebellious Luſts 


en, not by an Arm of Fleſh, but by a 
th of Fleſh, even by the fooliſhneſs of 
ching, hence it is ſaid that he will con- 
> Anti-Chriſt, with the Spirit of his Mouth, 
Plal. $. 2. Out of the mouths of Babes and 
ings, thou haſt ordained ſtrength, that thon 
teſt quell the Enemy and the Avenger, Matt. 
5. and Jai. 11. 4. He ſhall ſmite the 
h with the rod of his Mouth, and with the 


W his lips ſhall he ſlay the Wicked. Faith 
„ref and mighty, to the pulling down 
eie holds , caſting down imaginations 


every high thing that exalteth it ſelf a- 
the knowledge of God , and bringing 
captivity every thought to the obedience 
mſt. Infidelity could not miſs to look 
the compaſſing of Jericho as a ve- 
the Wleleſs and ridiculous thing; and it's 
idle but it muſt deſpiſe the word and 
aments of our Religion as much. But faith 

5 beholds 


0g 
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©  beholds the authority of God and the po 


of his grace in them, and depends wh 
upon the power of the Holy Ghoſt worki 
e,, NS. 
Moreover Gideons defeating the Mida 
ſerves to illuſtrate how the uſe of the ng 
of grace and our endeayours after holiy 
and righteouſneſs are rendred effednal 
faith. Gideon by God's appointment diſmil 
all his Army of two and Thirty Thou 
except Three Hundred. And his Faith in God 
ing Confirm'd by a Dream, which one of thel 
of Midian, told to his fellow; he dividel 
Three Hundred into Three Companies, au 
put a Trumpet into every man's hand, 
empty Pitchers, with Lamps within the N 
ers, and they came to the outſide e 
Camp of the Midianires , in the bepinnul 
the middle watch; aud having placed 
ſelves round about the Camp, they brat 
Pitchers and held their Lamps in their leſtha 
and blew with the Trumpets, and eri 
Sword of the Lord and of Gideon and al 
numerous huge Hoſt, ran and cried and} 
and the Lord ſet every man's Sword qi 
his fellow: and the mea of Iſrael pu 
them. Gideon did not depend upon tt! 
iſſance of his Army, but on the promiſt, 
God and what he did towards the obtalll 
this Victory, was only a proof and teſtimd 
of his unfeigned Faith in God, and find 
love towards him: For he put himſelf 
his men in danger of unavoidable ruine 4 
deſtruction, from that vaſt Army, are 
ö 
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new our hearts. But abandoning all other 
idences we ſhould depend wholly upon the 


y make good the promiſes of the Goſpel 
ing to our faith. And when poverty, 
ce, or the evil cuſtoms of the world joyn- 


with our luſts, perſecution or other temp- 


deliver our Selves, and the more ſenſible 
re of our weakneſs and. danger, we have 
etter occaſion of giving proof and teſti- 
hof our unfeigned faith in God, and ſin- 
love to him, by our confident, reſolute 
ntering all dangers, difficulties and tem- 
"ns, upon the ſecurity of his command and 
ſes, who will ſubdue our luſts and give us 
ntory over all our enemies. Jaias ſpeak- 


f 1 

f the great Salvation to be atchieved under 
opel, by the power of the Holy Ghoſt 
ing us from che bondage of Sin and Satan, 


res it to this miraculous deliverance from 


rity of Gods command and promiſe. Even 
je ought not to truſt in our ſelves nor un- 
ike in our own ſtrength to make clean and 


er and aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
not fail nor diſappoint us, but will cer- 


, aſſault us, the leſs able we are to help 


Iſai. 9. 45. 


ATM 

10 ppreſſion of the Midianites. For thou (14ſt 
he he yoke of his burden, and the ſtaff of his 
niſe er, the rod of his oppreſſor, as in the day 
tau lian. For every battel of the warriour is with 
tima e veiſe and garments rolled in Blood. (A 


dna deſcription of the confuſion and ſudden 
If of that vaſt hoſt of the Midianites) Bus 
ne be with burning and fewel of fire. This 
on Mes to the Jefcent of the Holy Ghoſt with 
ſecul Q the 
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the appearance of cloven Tongvez, lil 
of Fire, (AF. 2. F/al. 50. 3.) It Was not 
Army that routed the Midianites, but 
Power of. God through Faith. We on 
[confeſs that there dwelleth no good i 

that our Luſts lead us as Slaves and 

tives to Sin; it is not in our power tof 
ny thing towards the ſubduing our Lal 
the .knocking off of our Chains, but our 
are purified by the powerful operation 
Holy Ghoſt through Faith. As Gigdeny 
have been very unjuſt, if he had afſumy 
Praiſe, or any part of the Honour of 
Victory to himſelf; even fo we are mg 
thankful if we aſſume the praiſe of or 
dom, Holineſs and Righteouſneſs; thi 
let us praiſe the Grace of God, and; 
in the Name of Chriſt our Redeemer. 
But a vain confidence in our ſelves 
own merits, inſinuates it ſelf into ou 
very lily, by the help of ſelf-lony 
buoy's us up with Pride, a main ol 
| Infidelity ; and is very hard to be dil 
and ſubdued. For when we Meditate up 
Laws of the Chriſtian Religion, which g 
us to deal kindly and juſtly by one all 
to love and fear God, & c. our Real 
ſents to the truth and juſtice of theſe 
that to obſerve and obey them, ,wouldal 
the perfection of our Nature, the happits 
good of one another; and that the eil 
calamities which infeſt particular Perſo 
milies, or Nations, flow from the 1 
an diſobedience of theſe Laws: Wet 
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SERMON VII. 


them, and to do what is fo agreeable to 
Reaſon; and ſo well calculate for pro- 
ing mutual love among men: But we 
not judge of our, power and ability, by 
conſent and approbation of our mind; 
if we love Sin and the things of this 


Laws, our unruly Luſts and Affections 
determine us to liye in the contempt 
_ diſobedience of them, and lead 
aptive to Sin: For that which J do, 
low not: For what I would, that do £1 
but what I hate, that do I. For I know, 
Jin me (that is, in my fleſh) dwellech no 
thing: For to will is preſent with me, but 
o perform that which is good, I find not. 
ie good that I would J do not. But the evil 
would not that I do. Nom if I do that 
ud not, it is no more I that do it, but Sin that 
th in me. i. e. It is not my Mind or 
on, that is the principle that directs and 
us my ways and doings, but a predo- 
t love to Sin. And whatever is the 
uling ruling principle in any, that is all 
1s to be reckon'd upon in him; that is 
nan; therefore the natural man muſt be 
hed by the Spirit of Chriſt, before he 
be freed from Sin, or ſerve God. He 
is dead is freed from Sin, and becomes a 


* of Righteouſneſs, Gal. 5. 17. So that ye 


e led of the Spirit, ye are not under the 
o that men are very apt to be miſta- 
Q-2 KEN 


a” 


hink, that it is in our power to love and 


rid, more than we love God and his 


bt do the things that ye would, but if 


7 


x S ER MON VIII. 
ken concerning themſelves, and flip infaf 
into a vain confidence in themſelves andi 
own merits; which makes the Promi 
Gods Grace and Faith void: For if men! 
merit at the hand of God, by their own we 
there is no need of Grace. I proceed 


To inſtance in ſome of the properti«iiif 
this Faith, and I ſhall but mention th plz 
And it is very patient, earneſt, impotm 
very confident of the power and kindne £ , 
Chriſt, but with great humility and ful by 
ſion to his will in all things: Faith ih he 
forward to go to him, is 'thankful for WM 
cies received, readily embraces the Prom Kai 


and rejoyces in the Mercy and Grace off 
and in the hope of his Glory; and reit 
tented with what meaſure of Grace 
thinks fit to beſtow. But Pride and lui 
if we obtain not as much as we del 
expect, or as God thinks fit to give to a 
murmur and chafe, and deal as rude 
ſaucily by God; as untowardly inſolent 
dren are wont to do, who unleſs their di 
naughty humours be gratified, and that 
to their great hurt and prejudice, from 
reject thoſe favours which their _indul 
Parents beſtow upon them. Wheres 
receives a little with a due ſence of 0 
tude, and if it meet with a denial, bed 
more Humble and Importunate, more & 


to abſtain from Sin, more diligent in th Ih 
of the means of Grace: and rejects all f nec 


cion of the kindneſs and love of God. 2. 2 
have an inſtance of this Matt. 15. A Wd 
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4 unto Chriſt to have Merey upon her Daugh- 
but he anſwered not a word; but ſhe did 
vive over for that, but cryedon ſtill, inſomuch 
his Diſciples beſought him to ſend her away, 
ryed ſo after them; Then he ſaid to hex that 
7as not ſent but to ſave the Jews, the loſt 
p of the houſe of 1/7acl, at leaſt ſhe thought 
was his meaning, for ſhe was a Greek a 
planician by Nation. Tien came ſhe and 
ized him, ſaying, Lord heip me; but he An- 
ed and ſaid, It is not meet to take the Chil- 
bread and to caſt it to Dogs; this an- 
ſeemed to cut of all hope of ſucceſs; 
ſhe ſaid Truth, Lord, yet the Dogs eat of 
rumbs which fall from their Maſters table; 
Faith would not be driven away with 
Als, nor be put out of hope by being 
much lighted and ſet at naught: and 
ender Mercy and Love of Chriſt, could 
ſo great Faith no longer; then Feſus an- 
d and ſaid unto her, O Woman, great is thy 
„ be it unto thee even as thou wilt and 
Daughter was made whole from that very ; 
When Gad ſeems not to hear, Faith 
not leave of, but cries the louder. When 
t ſeems to deſpiſe any, and to ſend one 
ton upon the back of another, infidelity 
up very inſolently, murmurs and com- 
very peeviſhly ; but men through Faith C 
me more humble, and ſloap and ſink 1 
1 before God, into vile ſinful duſt and ' 
: yea and they look down ſeriouſly to Hell, 
tat eternal fire, to which they are in juſtice | =_ 
ned; and acknowledge that they are leſs. —_—” 
| Q 3 than 
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% R MON VIII 
than the leaſt of God's mercies and de 8 


the greateſt of his judgments. Whey 
Y to the outward appearance the w 
Y and indignation of God, ſeem to flane} 
. very fiercely againſt any; faith notwithſtad 
inſpires hope and tender chearing af 
towards God; and hangs upon him impſ 
mercy ſtill, when he ſeems with frowns aud 
tempt to drive him away: yea when God 
to wound and kill as an Enemy, faith lod 
up to him with unſpeakable reverente} 
Job 13. Though thou Lord kill me, yet will I put my ni 
15. thee. Men through faith are not only th 
| ful to God for his Graces, but alſo far 
Power of uſing them a right; and, coilfek| 
the ſhame and condemnation of having] 
them no better, belongs to themſelve, 
acknowledge that the honour and prak 
all they do well is Gods: That theft 


and puniſhment of all they do amiſs . }: 

. own. Faith has a lively ſenſe of the 27 

. | neſs and Holineſs of God, of the ugli i 1 
= Sin, and of Gods unſpeakable hatred of | 
13 but yet it does not conceal Sins nor h ical 


weakneſs, but with a profound humility; 
reſerved freedom and amazing confidead 
the kindneſs and mercy of God contelks 
lays open to him our Shame and Nakednt 


pleads not merit but mercy ; and glort dag 

in our ſtrength nor in any worldly bent 

advantage but in God alone. And the atis 

ſenſible any is of his danger and deiWito: 
i malady, Faith comforts him the more lee \ 


viving his Hope, ſhewing him Chriſt who 
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e the moſt inveterate diſeaſe, and came to 
x and ſave them that were loſt: And ſo 
pires him with diligence and earneſtneſs 
come at him. Mar. 5: 25. A certain wo- 
which had an iſſue of Blood twelve Tear, aud 
ſaſfered many things of many Phyſicians and 
; — all ny fhe fad, NG | Kg berrer- 
but rather. grew worſe; when ſhe had heard of 
[ys came in the preſs behind and touched has 
ment. For ſhe had ſaid within herſelf, If I 
y but touch his garment I ſhall be whole, This 
man had great confidence in the mercy and 
ver of Chriſt, who was perſwaded that the 
ching of his Garment would cure a diſeaſe, 
ich was incurable by other means: And 
was not deceived nor diſappointed. For 
ohtway the fountain of her Blood was dried 
and ſhe felt in ber Body that ſhe was healed 
hat plague. And Jeſus turned him about, und 
n be ſaw her he ſaid Daughter, be of good cheer, 
aith bath made thee whole : And the Woman 
made whole from that Hour. | 
come now in the Fourth place to make 
Jication.. 2 ITS 
The conſideration of the wretched con- 
jon of our nature, ſhould make us very hum- 
we are not only under a Sentence of E- 
nal Damnation and under a moſt grievous 
dage ; but we are alſo altogether unable 1 
lo any thing that may be effective to our 8 i 
ation and deliverance. If we could by our ps. 
torious performances procure God's favour, 1 
e would be no need of- grace nor conſe- _ + +» 
ny of faith: Chrif is become of no effect Gal. 5. 4. 
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to you, whoſoever of you are" Juſtified" hy tte ce 
ye are fallen from grace. It is eaſie to con 
men of the uſefulneſs and Juſtice of the gu 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and they ate g 

to imagine that it is no hard matter 
them to do, what is ſo very«reaſonahk, | 
friendly to ſociety and fitted to advance 
the intereſts of men : But if they apply the 
ſelves ſeriouſly to obey the laws of Chi 
they ſhall ſoon become ſenſible of the ug 
trolable power and "tyranny of their [uf 
So long as men follow the ſwing of th 
Luſts and Paſſions, all 1s quiet; but if ti 
begin to thruſt them from their uſurped po 
er and dominion, and to reduce them ino 
bedience to the Laws of Chriſt ; then 1 
enter upon a hard conflict, a difficult andf 
ſting warfare againſt Enemies, that are 
ſtrong and numerous for them; and dg 
fore chey muſt fly ro Chriſt by Faith, H 
bef ere him their forlorn helpleſs condi 
im; loring the help of his grace: and well 
ſincerely confeſs to him our ſinful low d 
dition, we are duſt and aſhes, yea noi 
but ſinful duſt and aſhes : though we be. 
dued with an Immortal Spirit, yet it 5 
flaved to the fleſh, and drudges and trud 
under its baſe paltry Luſts; and thougul 
grace of God delivers them that believe 
Chriſt, from this bondage, inſpires our 
mortal Nature, with great Wiſdom,Strengthd 
Liberty, and makes us Heirs of the Kingd0 
of Heaven; (Gal.-5§. 18. Rom. 8. 11. 140 
we ſhould often look to the hole of oo | 
| 1 | Well 


SERMON VIII. 238 [ 
ce we were digged, and conſider what 4 
a were by Nature and what our lot and — 
ion was. Faith in Chriſt ſtops every $ 
MM. in boaſting, and concludes all under A 
chat Chriſt may have mercy upon all to 4 
Wa 2lory of his grace. But nothing is more : 
eWMcrary to Faith, than a vain confidence in q 
as {clves and our own works; they who ad- I 
their own virtuous innocent Lives, mult 4 
os flight the grace of Chriſt ; and Publicans ef 
a8 Harlots will have benefit by it, before I 
, chat juſtifie - themſelves. Though we 4 
great reaſon to be humble, nothing is - 
poi e hard to be ſubdued than Pride, it often 4 
ys the beſt men into great evils, and 1 
Mokes God to withdraw his grace from 1 
, from whence they falling into grievous ; 
become ſenſible of their weakneſs, -and I 
ma to be humble, and to depend upon God 4 
h uch; Noah, David, Peter and others, are 
lu res of this. Pride do's ſo much oppoſe the 
eg oom of Chriſt, and that power which Faith 
bim over the Souls of men; that the firſt 4 
o and propheſy of this great King and Fe 
be ty Saviour, after his conception, concern \ 
 WMſibduing this his goat Enemy; He hath -%*© 1- oY 
ru e the proud in the imagination of their 3752537 vl 
gi 8's, be bath put down the mighty from their N 
ive nd bath exalted the humble and meek. He a 
'S filed the hungry with good things, and the S 


it e 5th ſent empty away. And when we 
nga over this part, of our daily devotion, it 
a mind vs to beat down our Pride, 
the! „ . all 


Hymn 41 
ter the firſt 
Leſſon at< 
Evening 
Prayer. 
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all confidence in our Religions erformaxd 
left we be ſent empty away. 
One fhould not judge of his mmi 
the convictions he may have of the nuf 
and reaſonableneſs of it; but by his hu 
patient ſubmiſſion to the will of God i 
afflictions; by his love to Perſecutors and 
derers ; by his charity to all; by his day 
ing upon God for his grace, and thanking 
for it; by receiving injuries, 'Teproachg| 
affronts without great impreſſion ; by ld 
content in every condition of life; by þ 
apt to think of himſelf, that he is "whe þ 
of all Saints, and laſt of all men; and 
Gatisfied that others think ſo of him alſo 
treat him accordingly. It is a very uſual f 
for ns to have a high eſteem of our at 
ments, when the want of performanceref 
our folly and vanity. We are often pa 
ded of the reaſonableneſs of our Duty} 
reſolve and think that we can perform i 
cCordingly; but when we feel the pal 
uneaſineſs of afflictions, of reproaches ai 
fronts, and obſerve the injuſtice and inſoł 
of Enemies, our Luſts and Paſſions break! 
from all obligations to Humility and Pati 
and rage as fiercely and furiouſly, as il 
reaſons and motions enforcing theſe obligat 
were inconſiderable and falſe , and our foi 
perſwaſions and reſolutions raſh and fov 
Yea the want of Humility and Patience | 
covers it ſelf often, in ſome common 
ry trivial occurrences: and if our fralltſ 


ſuch, that it yield to every ſlight occalo 
ten 


| 
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mptation 3 how ſhall we be able to hold 
t in ſharper tryals and great afflictions and 
mptations; if we judge of our Humility by 
e right touch-ſtone, we ſhall ſoon be convin- 
4 of the weakneſs of our Faith, and of our 
ant of Humility ; and ſhall think our ſelves 
ch concerned and obliged to guard againſt 
e ſuggeſtions and deceits of Pride; praying 
ily to God for the aſſiſtance of his grace. 
t he who is not ſenſible of his danger, is 
gone in that Pride, which makes void the 
ace of God, and tempts the weak Chriſtian 
Judge the ſtrong, and the ſtrong to de- 
e the weak. | 

2. Let us admire the Love of God, who 
che power of the Holy Ghoſt, crucifies 
> body of Sin, which makes us Members of 
an, and Children of Wrath, and Heirs of 
; holding us under the obligations of 
Law or covenant of Works: and by his 
ce tranſlates us into a ſtate of Grace and 
ration, making us Members of Chriſt, Chil- 
mn of God, and Inheritors of the Kingdom 


after the Fleſh but after the Spirit; for the 
) of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath 
ae me free from the-law of Sin and Death 
at is the authority, obligations and quick- 


from the penal obligations to Sin and 
th, which the Law did bind me over to. 
iſt tranſlates us from that miſerable hon- 
de, into the glorious liberty of the Sons of 

ns God z 


Heaven. There is therefore now no condem- Rom. g. 1, 
ion to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 2. 


7 power of Chriſt's Goſpel, have releaſed . 
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; "SERMON VIE: 7 
"God; and from darkneſs into light. He to 
upon him our Nature, and became like nj 

us in all things except Sin; that we mighth 

come the Sons of God with him. May 

not be aſtaniſhed to ſee our ſelves ſinful d 

and aſhes, advanced into ſuch an intimatef 
lowſhip and communion with Chriſt theay 

Son of God? Chriſt he is the Head and, y 

are the Members; he is the Son of God, aq 

Heb. 2.11. We are his Brethren; For both he that $a 
fifieth and they who are Santtified are all mnt 

for which canſe he is not aſhamd 1 

them Brethren : ſaying I will declare thy Naneu 

to my Brethren. Chriſt dwells in us by his 

rit, and we in him by Faith: and Chriſt 

one with us, and we with him. And throy 

Chriſt we have fellowſhip with Almighty Gd 

his Father and our Father. And Chriſt a 

Head is tenderly affected with all the concen 

ments of us his Members; and makes all ti 

work together for good to us, in this Wall 
UHNie loves us and cares for us, even as o 
Eph. 5-29. tender of and cares for his own fleſh, h 
no man ever yet bated his own Fleſh, but nour 

and cheriſheth it; even as the Lord the Chun 

for we are Members of his Body, of his Hebe 

of his Bones, And in the World to coll 


| as 

we ſhall be advanced to a Communion of , 

Power and Immortal Glory, he is exaltedl unr 

Revel. 3. at the right hand of God, in Heaven, 7 ver 
21. that o vercometh will I grant to ſit with me us h 
Throne Eden as T alſo overcame and an} puri 

domn with my Father in his Throne. And M to 0 


curſed ſtate of Miſery, Condemnation, , 


1 


SERMON vi 
e and Weakneſs to all good, from which God 
remembred and thought on, leſt we glory 
be proud of thoſe things, which we have 
eired from God, as if we had not received 
m. And let us rejoyce and admire Chriſt's 
nllating us into ſuch a bleſſed ſtate of Grace 
Salvation ; and praiſe the marvellous love 
God with thankful and joyful Hearts. 


ough Chriſt delivers us, ſhould frequently 


. Our Salvation being of grace through 


th, ſhonld encourage us to ſet about the 
ies of a holy Life, and to ſubmit to Chriſt's 
e; for by Faith his yoke 1s eaſy, and his 


den light. Men may, if they pleaſe, reject 


Tilt and reſiſt his Grace, and deſpiſe his 
ys and Authority. He rebuked the Wind, 
ſaid to the Sea, peace, be ſtill and the Wind 
ed and there was a great Calm. Theſe boi- 
us unconſtant Elements, obey'd him very 
lily; but his own People were very Stub- 
hand Rebellious, inſomuch that after much 


s taken upon them, he wept over them, 


wſe they would not liſten to him, but re- 


d him to their own deſtruction: How often 
4 I have gathered thy Children together; 3 


as a hen gathereth her Chickens under 
wings, and ye would not Ye would not, 
unruly wills and affections of ſinful men, 


very perverſe and diſobedient. Chriſt 


ls his holy Spirit to enlighten our Mind, 


purifie our Heart, to diſpoſe and enable 
to obey his Laws; but we may flight his 
e and quench, reſiſt and drive away his 
It, You are called and invited to accept 

| Chriit 


Mark 4. 
39. 


„ x * 3: © 

K 4 4 
Matt. 3. 
* 2 
7. . 


BF w . bu EY » * «4 £ 
* 8 * 8 A + "I OF) nnn nen q , * 
* WF oy I N a. 18 * * * * Dee 2 Ev 9 99 * * „ * e 4 r q EW 
8 E Oo BO * WIN J a Bo e OOIY EN „ 
n » ah 18 Pans 3 n Sg = 5 v: +>? „ 8 1 8 n n 
+ 65 * \ Rez: 4 Ft WE. : 9 * ' Ve . a 192 2 * by 
of n n bo : 2 Fa: n 7 N 
* £ 07% 4 K > 7 2 5 3 
þ : ; ; 
* x > * * \ "4 * 
x ; . \ 1 
4 A 
„ \ > 
* 4 * * 
8 ' * F 1 5 
2 Dy 


Chriſt for your Lord and Redeemer to a 


whether they will, or will not. Noy 


q | | | 1 + 45 
s E RMO N vm 
. 


you; and if ye will indeed, ye ſhall cer 


ly be faved; but if ye will not, why vi 1 
not? what do you think Chriſt's term ot 
too hard, ſo that all being conſidered it Mn 
not be for your good! Is it ſafeſt to r 


at a diſtance from Chriſt ? If it be dange 
to draw near to Chriſt, to whom will jg 
for Salvation? If thou canſt not find ſhe 
and ſanctuary in the Wounds and in the Rh 
of the Son of God, ſhed for thy ſake, 
caſe is deſperate, there is none other 
under Heaven given to man, in whom 
through whom, thou mayeſt receive Hy 
and Salvation, but only the name of our 
Jeſus Chriſt. He calls men to repent. and 
lieve, and to accept of Salvation from Mi 
and men may obey or not obey him, al 
pleaſe ; but at the laſt day he will dun 
and command all quick and dead to aff 
before his Tribunal, and then all mult 


that has not Faith to draw near to Ci 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the 
bleſſed comprehenſive and beneficial inſti 
on, of the moſt perfect diſpenſation of 
gion; how ſhall he have confidence to ajl 
before the righteous Judge of the World. 

It's like ſome may fay, that this wid 


age 
World, hath ſtolen away their hearts avi * 
duced them into much evil, that they il ord 
not attend the duties of Prayer and Devo of : 


they cannot live up to the ſtrict rules of Cit 
an Charity and Holineſs, they cannot fo 


SERMON 


ne injuries; if they mean that they a | 
part with their Luſts, but are 8 
live on after the evil cuſtoms and 
of this World, and will not TEES heir 
mies, no not for Chriſt's fake, 
ir own Souls ſake : Such prefer Bhs al 
their Luſts, Peeviſh Humours and Paflions, — 
re Chriſt, and are willing to forego little 1 
nothing for bis fake, and do very much . 
t and deſpiſe him. But if any 1 = 
e to obey the Laws of God, and is ready 
do as much as he can; but there are ſo ma 
objections, lets and difficulties, that he is | 
able to ſtand out againſt them, and is 4 
Wouraged ; let ſach a one renew his Holy, "I, 
6 reſolutions, and let him by Faith come 2 
riſt for Wiſdom and Grace, to anſwer 
objections, to overcome all binderances, 
ptations and difficulties whatſoever : no- 
is hard or difficult to him that can be- 
c: Gideons Faith is a proof of this. 
ud can any of us pretend, that he has 
am objections to anſwer, as many hinderan- = 
and difficulties to overcome, when Chriſt - 
mands him to ſubmit to his Yoke, and o- „ - a 
his Laws; As Abraham had when he was Gn 22. 
manded fo Sacrifice his only Son Iſaac: Was, © 
ot hard for him to ſlay the Son of his 
age, yea the Son of the promiſe with his 
| hands, to cut him in pieces, and to lay 
orderly upon the Altar, after the man- 
of a Sacrifice, and to ſee him burnt to M 
$? Who could endure to ſee his Son ſo I 9 
by another, but what tender hearted Fa- 9 
ther, 18 
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through Faith in God, went. pleaſantly a 
this unpleaſant work, without doubting] 


| the kindneſs or truth of God, who promi de 
that his Seed ſhould be bleſſed in 7/aa: ; oun 
reckoned that was God able to raiſe him al l 

the Dead, to fulfill his promiſe. But | 
many objections and hinderances would I. 
lity have pretended, to have been ee 
KF from obedience to this command? Inf { 
_— (or Abraham through Infidelity) would e nu 
83 replyed to God, what haſt thou given N K | 
f er 


Son to take him away from me preſet 
Is there no Prieſt to offer him in Sacrifo 
thee, but muſt theſe hands of mine Sl 
beloved Son? Muſt I do ſuch a ervet unnd 
ral thing? What anſwer ſhall i give to & 


1 his Mother, when ſhe enquires what is bel C 

of him? What ſhall I ſay to my Neighboi tz * 
| They ſhall look upon me as a Murderth meſs, 
Monſter. Infidelity would have faid to fie,” 
, didſt not thou promiſe to Multiply and . %%, 
my Poſterity in Iſaac? Yet thou haſt (01 


maul 


SERMON VIII. 
ded him to be Slain : How can this be? 
Iclity would have urged theſe and many 
r things, with much pretence of reaſon; 
hat men may raiſe many objections and 
end many hinderances and difficulties, to 
k themſelves from coming to Chriſt, and 
ging to obey his Laws, and may ſeem 
are much reaſon on their ſide, and yet 
roceed from Infidelity : For had they ſuch 
ith as Abraham's, it would anſwer all ob- 
ns, overcome all hinderances and oppo- 
i, and would not make this and the other 
frivolous excuſe. But Infidelity makes no 
nt of the Mercy and Grace of God; 
is deaf to Chriſt's commands, exhortations 
Kcounſels ; complains of the heavineſs of 
W's burden; and behaves ſo toward Chriſt 
ord, as if he did not aim at aur good | 
Laws and Inſtitutions ; thus the Chil- 1 
of Iſrael, when the Spies whom they 
to ſearch the Land of Canaan, told them Num. 13. 

e number and ſtrength of the Inhabirants, 32, 33* 

the Cities were walled and very great, 

there ſaid they, We ſaw the Giants „ 

ons of Anak; And we were in our own ſight \ 

aſhoppers., and ſo we were in their ſfrght : : 1 e 

al the Congregation lift up their Voice, and * *' © 
and the people wept that night, and ſaid, 
to God that we had died in the Land of 

t; or, would to God we had died in this 

meſs, Wherefore hath the Lord brought us' 

this land to die oy the Sword, that our Wives 

hildren ſhould be a prey? Were it not bet- ; 
R „ 0 
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JE RMO N Vl 
ter for us to return into Egypt? And th f 
or fo another, let us make a; Captain, pas. 
into Egypt. After all the tender care aud 
ving kindneſs of God to this people, c 
complain of him as if he had deceived thy 
and had never intended good, but hurt x 
miſchief to them, in bringing them ot] 
Egypt. (As ſome do of Chriſt our me 
Redeemer, for his obliging them to. fork 

their Luſts and the Pleaſures of Sin); 

therefore they reſolved to be conducted 
guided by him no, longer, but purpoſe} 
rebel againſt him, to forſake him, and tot 

turn into Egypt. Their unthanktulneſs to d 

for all the Miracles he wrought to del 
them from the Tyranny of the Foyt 
for his ſparing them, and forgiving ther! 
latry and other heinous Provocations; far 
kindneſs in protecting —_ and pron 

for them in the Wilderneſs ; bringing W 
out of the Rock and giving them M 
from Heaven: Their unthankfulneſs for 
theſe Mercies did proceed from Inf 
and a diſmal proſpe& of future dangets 
' calamities ; as if God had abandoned the 
and protection of them. The Inhabitat 
Canaan were too numerous and- ftrony 
them, and they diſhonour the name 
Lord their God, as if they had been tool 
for him alſo. As if he had been unab 
unwilling to make good his promiſe to 
As if he who deſtroyed the Egyptian 
not been powerful enough to ſubdue 
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SERMON VIII. 


vards the fulfilling of his promiſe , he 
e have failed and diſappointed them 


the laſt. Let us obſerve he did not for- 


e them , notwithſtanding their unthankful- 
and diſobedience ; he was preſent among 
n by the pillar of the cloud by day, a 

ilar of fire by night ; and was ready to 


ect and protect them, and to bring them 
> Canaan, according to his oath to their 
hers. But they through Infidelity forſook 
d and diſhonoured him, as a very unjuſt 
d and Maſter ; inſomuch that when Ju 


u to believe in bis Name, ſaying, Fear noi 

beople of the Land, for they are Bread 
us, their defence is departed from them , 
the Lord is with us, Fear them not Al 


on Congregation bad ſtone them with Stones. 
* accounted them their greateſt E- 


les who perſwaded them to truſt in 
e may obſerve a great difference, between 
ebam and theſeIſralites. Abraham when he was 
de on a piece of very hard ſervice, which ſeem- 
am clan with the promiſe and kindneſs of God: 
00 as attended with many difficulties to him in- 
table; and liable to many objections which 
oon not anſwer; he by faith ſets the wiſ⸗ 


do erer all objections, to overcome all diffi- 


14 es, and to look after the fulfilling of his 


done Wiſe. He did acknowledge and believe that 
R 2 co 


Be, 
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yaanites. As if after he had done ſo much 


Caleb exhorted them to truſt in God, 5.8, 9, 10. 


mercy and faithfulneſs of Almighty God, 


244 SER MON VIII. 

| to be very eaſie and poſſible to God, which live 
impoſlible to him; that God would pive H/ 
grace to perform, what he was not able tu. 
of himſelf: and that he would give . 
wiſdom and patience to bear it. Thus WW: 
did by Faith highly honour and glorife 4 
Power, Wiſdom and Mercy of God: and Wil! 
lieving in his name did chearfully obey H * 

And his Faith was counted to him for 1 
teouſneſs. But on the other hand behold / 
diſobedient rebellious J/-aclires, upon \thillM*c* 
hearing of great danger, invincible diff. 

and oppoſition, did conclude that they wil ”- 
as much above the Mercy and Power of WF" - 
Lord their God, as they were above tha 7” 
ſelves : they did not underſtand by = 
means God would bring them into the pill” # 
miſed Land, and were perſwaded that he ect. 
not, or would not do it; and charged | te 
with the breach of his promiſe; ſer bound! 
the power of God's mercy and long fi- 
ing; and did blemiſh the wiſdom and WW” 
ving kindneſs of God, repenting that . l 
they liſtned to his Counſels. Thus they 1 | 
by infidelity forſake God, greatly diſholt alur 
his name, very much leſſen and injurioully F< 
parage the Wiſdom, Mercy and Truth ** 
God; and therefore God never gave if >* 
Nam. 14. that Land, concerning which he ſwar Wil 
2 23. make them dwell therein. Becauſe al A 
men which have ſeen my Glory and my Mira 7 
which I did in Egypt, and in the Wilde 


and have ten pted me now theſe Ten a 


d — 


SERMON VIII. 
we not hearkened to my voice: Surely they ſhall 
x ſee the Land, which I ſware unto their Fa- 
ers ; neither ſhall any of them that provoked me 
it. Let theſe Hraelites be as a beacon to us; 


ing God. To whom ſware he that they ſhould 


/ we ſee that they could not enter in be- 
ſe of belief. We have the promiſe of the 
ee of God and eternal Life; Let us there- 


re fear, leſt any of us ſhould ſeem to come- ſhort 
it, For unto us was the Gofpel preached as 
ll as unto them: But the word preached did 
x profit them, not being mixed with faith in them 
Wt heard it. Let us beware leit the difficul- 
and diſcouragements of a holy life, the 
ections of a carnal mind, the allurements 
d temptations of the world, tempt us to 
idelity, to diſhonour and forſake Chriſt our 
rd and Saviour. Let not us behave our ſelves 
25 if the inſtitutions of our Religion, were 
t intended for good to us; but let us by 


uon res of grace, that mighty power and 
ily Wo of the Holy Ghoſt, which accompany 
rut Word and Sacraments of the Chriſtian 
re Mlsion: which if we reſiſt, our Infidelity 
much more inexcuſable, than theirs, who 
Ae under former diſpenſations of Religion; 
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ate heed, Brethren, leſi there- be in any of Jou, Heb. 3. 12, 
evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 13, Oc. 


enter into his reſt? But to them that believed © 18, 196 


Heb. 4. 1, 
* 


th be thankful to God, for thoſe. plentiful 


ole condition ſhall be more tolerable- at 


den day of Judgmen, than ours. Infidelity is 


inen chankful for mercies received, rejects and 
KR 3 : flights 


4 


fter-day. 


Collect Ea- 


s E RMO N v 
flights mercies promiſed and tendered ung 
men; rebells againſt God, and forſakes hin) 
as a hard unkind Lord and Governour; g 
was inſtanced in the Ifraelites. But faith ig 
thankful for Mercies received, embraces thi 
Promiſes, and rejoyces in the Mercy au 
Grace of God, obeys his Laws, and con 
plains not of the difficulties and hardſhiy 
of his Service; as was inſtanced in 4h 
ham. Faith is not affraid of Chriſt ; neithe 
does it fly from him: but puts men y 
on much diligence to come at him. Aa. 
When they could not come nigh unto him, fi 
preſs, they uncovered the roof where he was; ai 
when they had broken it up, they let donn il 
bed wherein one fick of the Palſie lay. Sol 
ſought to touch his garment without! 
quainting him ; being perſwaded that thi 
would cure them. Others beſought him tix 
they might touch his Garment, and as 1 
ny as thus believed in him, were made pe 
fectiy whole. Infidelity will not acknowledy 
that there is ſo much Power and Vid 
in the Precious Body and Blood of Cn 
as their Faith owned to be in the bor 
of his garmeat. | 


ith 


1 God, who through thine d 
ly hegotten Son Jeſus Chriſt, hal 
vercome Death, and opened to us the f 
of Everlaſting life, we humbly beſeech ti 
that as by thy ſpecial grace preventing 
thou doſt put into our minds good deli 


* 


1 


s ER MO N vm I 
> by thy continual help we may bring the 
me to good effect, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
ord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 


d the Holy Ghoſt ever One God, World 
ithout end. Amen. 
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Rom. III. Ver. u 


refore we conclude, that a man is Juſtiſied 
by Faith without the deeds of the Law. 


Have explained the nature of a Sanctify- 
ing Faith, as briefly as I could in the for- 
mer diſcourſe. I come now to the} 
5. Thing I propounded, viz. To anſwer 
objection againſt this explication. The 
ion is this; if our Converſion and San- 
ation be rhe work of the Spirit of God, 
hat we can do nothing by our ſelves chat 
to it, why are we commanded to fe- 
believe, to work out our own Salvation, 
ke clean our Hearts, &c ? Why are we 
manded to do that, which muſt be whol- 
one and performed by another; even by 
powerful operation of the Spirit of God, 
out, whoſe aſliſtance, any thing that we 
do avails nothing. And why ſhould we 
ad to believe in Chriſt, ſeeing it is the 
} Ghoſt who believes in and by us? In 


er to this objection, I offer the following 
culars to be conſidered. | 


1. The 
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1. The love and grace of God in Mc 
prevents all mankind, Faith is the condi 

of obtaining the bleſſings and benefits purd 

by Chrift; but the Goſpel of Chriſt's tow 
grace to men, muſt be revealed and made kn 
Rom. 10. to them: befor Ee they can believe it. Hoy 0 
14,15, 16, ſhall they call on him in whom they have n 


* 


17. ved? And how ſhall they believe in him, of o 

| they have not beard ? And how ſball they 
without a Preucher? And how ful they N 

except they be ſent, &c. So then Faith can 

by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

And the word of God reveals and makes h 

the Commands and Promiſes: together, 1 
revelation of the mercy of God in Chriſt 

| tained in his word, and publiſh'd faſt Wi 
Apoſtles, calls men into his grace, and 
3 powerful aſſiſtance of His Spin 

them, according to that Revelation: Wi 

fore when God commands us to repent 

believe in Chriſt, that we may be Save 

means not that we ſhould believe of ourk 

without the help of his Grace; but tif 

and with the powerful aſſiſtance of hö 
promisꝰd and tendred to us. For Faith! 
Frph. 2. 8. of our ſelves, c is the gift of God + 
=. Grace are ye ſaved through Faith, and thi 
» of your ſelves, it is the gift of God, + 
It could never have entred into the 

of man, to think on the love of God in 
it is wholly of the Eternal purpoſe of 6 
and hath been revealed by the Prophets! 
the beginning of the World; but 5. % 
fully and clearly revealed by the Goſpels 
did not by his works merit . this Sally 
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> it before Man was Created, or ever | 9 
World began; reſerving the plentiful and 1 
1] diſpenſation of his Grace, for the days ", 
he Meſſiaͤs; Who hath Saved us, and called Tim. 1. ; 
vith an holy calling, not according to our 9. 
hut according to his own purpoſe and grace, 
þ was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the 
4 began.” The Grace of former diſpenſa- 
z of Religion, was no Grace, if compa- | 
to the Grace of the Goſpel. (2 Cr. 3. 
And therefore the Grace of God in Chriſt 
id to be given, as it were, only to them | 
live under the Goſpel. According to his 9. 10. 
o poſe and grace, which was given us in 3 
Jeſus before the World began. But is now Y 
manifeſt by rhe appearing of our Saviour Jeſus - 
= hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought ” 

ad immortality to light through the Goſpel. 
in hope of Eternal Life, which God that 
ot lie promiſed, : before the World be- 
but bath in due times manifeſted his 
through Preaching. And Tit. 3. 4, 5. 
meventing all Men calls them into his Grace; 
therefore its ſaid that aur Salvation. or Election 
o of works, hut of him that calleth: And we 
Wy underſtand to what ſenſe theſe: Texts are 
he e Expounded, that Election is not of 

but of Grace, Rom. 11. 5, 6. And the 
of % God according to Election, not of Works, 
ets F ban that calleth. Rom. 9. 11 And when 
is ee ſaid to be Elefted in Chriſt before the 7 
vel, ion of the World: Theſe and other Phra- 7 
Mane Scripture, import that Gods grace pre 
„ 5 vents ) 


1 23 
BS + 5 3 
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" 4... vents all Men; and nothing is to be 3 
buted to Mans merits, or the works of Rial 
ouſneſs done by him. And therefore the 
of Faith which lays hold on Mercy andGy 

promiſed and exhibited, excludes; all boaſt 
but the Law of Works, which - firſt merits 
bleſſings of God, and then challenges then 
of right, do's not exclude Boaſting ; andi 
works which do not exclude Boaſting, { 
» inconſiſtent” with Faith, and are oppoſed nf 
by the Apoſtle in his Epiſtles : Where i 
ſting then? 1 4s Excluded; by what Lan 
Works ? nay by the Law of Faith; therefan 
conclude, that a Man is Juſtiſied by Faith mil 
the deeds of the; ““ 15:08 
2. The means of Grace and Salvation, 
directed to, and are operative upon the 
fon of Man, and require the right - uſe d 


and of God's grace quickning and ſtrengtl 
ing it: For the Grace of God which is 
nexed to the External means of Salz 
joyns with the Natural tendencies and ell 
of our reaſon after liberty and deliver 


3 


from the uſurp'd power and dominion of 
and renders our lincere endeavours after 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs,. powerful and-elſ 
al to the ſubduing our Laſts, ftrenthel 
us with might by his Spirit in the uf 
Man: and we are as ſure of the aſliltand 
Gods grace, as we are of our own if 
endeavours: So that if we be not wantill 
our ſelves, the grace of God is not wall 
to the endeavours of Faith. Wherefore: 
evident that the Holy Ghoſt: does not fe 
or believe, Cc. in Man ; but Man 1 
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ieves his aſſiſtance. And th | 1 
believes through his aſſiſtance. And the — 
A 7 n * * | 
and Exhortations which enjoyn and per- 


de to repentance, are directed to us, who 

obliged to obey: and comply with them: 

the rewards annexed to them, and all the 

ives and arguments of Religion are pro- f 
Ed to us: Work out your own Salvation with phil. 2. 

a trembling, for it is God that worketh in 12. © 
= th to wil and to do of his good pleaſure, 2 Cor. 7. 


wh arc requir'd to cleanſe themſelves from all 7 p 
% Wincſs of the Fleſh and Spirit. And they are 190 
id to be waſhed and ſanctified by the Spi- 
on WW God. And the ſtile of the Prayers u- 


in the Scripture, import this, Give me un- Pal. 119. 
| Sanding, and I ſhall keep thy Lam, &c. And 32, 34, 
n, 


Pay obſerve that in every ſtate, the per- 3% Ce. 

ne Wance of our duty falls ſhort of our know- 

e of the Nature, obligations and extent 

ne; and is not anſwerable to the convicti- 
f our mind of the reaſonableneſs and 

ava of it. Now we may be ſenſible that 

| col comes to paſs, partly, by our own negli- 

ver l 


j inconſtancy and irreſolution; and part- 


1 O08: the frailty and corruption of our Na- 
ter The Goſpel of Chriſt exhorts and re- 
5 us to be watchful, conſtant and ſin- 
Uther 


in our endeavours, to make a right uſe 
e knowledge and grace which God gives 


2 100 


tan remedy the firſt; and directs and com- 2 
0 s us by Faith, to take hold of the pro- 1 
ant and grace of God, to cure the other. | | 
Nel if theſe two, our own watchfulneſs and F 
tore ie endeavours, and the help of the grace — 
ot fed through Faith, joyn together, we 3 
len fave our fruit unto holineſs, and the end N 
ing Life. . 3. Men 


Jen. 5. 21. terms, as intimate this very plainly: He! 


Matt. 13. hear not. Their Ears are dull of hearing, | 


13. 


ſcope to our Luſts, reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt; 


ſaving of the Soul; as it is, if we fel 
with our Eyes, or hear not with our! 
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3. Men, if they pleaſe, may neglect and ire 
the grace of God, And grieve and que 
Spirit of God; Eph. 4. 30. 1 The,. F. 19, 
may refuſe to hear when God calls, andtoroff 
when he ſtretches forth his hand, and ſet 
Counſel at nought, and reject his reproots.? 
24. 25. And ſome baffle and defeat that. y 
grace, which would have conquered and 
ded others. Matt. 11. 21. We may by giving 


7. 51. Yea and obſcure and pervert the lj 
of Nature (as hath been proved before) 
is not the deſign of the grace of God, toy 
Men hearts or Souls capable of underſtand 
and loving the Truth : they have 

Nature; but to afford Nature 
helps and aſſiſtance, as makes it as much 
fault if we do not repent, and beliereu 


the Scriptures lay the blame upon us in 


this O fooliſh People and without under ſtandiiʒ i 
have Eyes and fee not; which have Ea 
hear not; and they Seeing ſee not,, and Hel 


their Eyes they have cloſed, leſt at am tin 
ſhould ſee with their Eyes, aud hear with 
Ears, and ſhould underſtand with their Hi 

The condition of our Nature minilte!s 
temptation to, nor foundation of that ( 
nion, which makes men as incapable of d 
plying and cooperating with the grace of © 
as if they were ſtones : and maintains mel 
be as void of reaſon as to the matters of 


{ind 
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re Religion, as dead Bodies are of life. And 
ing can be collected from the ſtile of the 
xure,attributing ourSalvationwholly toGod 
our of this opinion - for the Scriptures uſe _ 
fame ſtile, in aſcribing the deliverance of 
[ſraclizes from the Epyprian Bondage, and 
temporal Enemies to the God of Hrael: 
rs certain that the deſign of God's pro- 
belp and aſſiſtance, which they were to 
nd to depend upon by Faith, was not | 
ive them life and motion, for they had 
and ſome ſtrength of themſelves ; But they 
a very unequal match to their Enemies, 
could never have thought on reſcuing 
ſelves by their own ſtrength : But when 
call'd them to accept Salvation from him, 
had reaſon to comply with his mercy- to 
and to declare their hearty acceptance 
and their Faith in his Promiſe and Pow- . 
7 exerting their own ſtrength and weak 
ours according as occaſion required. It 
in not only from the ſtile of the Scrip- 
but alſo from the matters of fact related in 
that their deliverance was not of them- 
„ they were not faved by their own 
th or Wiſdom, but by the Almighty arm 
ower of God. We are as much overmatch- 
more by the luſts of the Fleſh, and the 
lies of our Religion and Happineſs ; we 
lo nothing that is available to our delive- 
, but when God calls us to accept deli- 
Ice from him we ſhould comply with his 
, and declare our thankful acceptance of 
d our Faith in his promiſes, by our con- 
and ſincere endeavours after Holineſs and 
| Righ- 


4 


| Righteouſaeſs, according as he enables 
ſtrengthens us. It is not needful to ſet hay 
daries to Nature and Grace, too nicely | 
minutely, which probably are not the fame 
all, but various and different: it's ſufficient tg] 
down ſuch general concluſions, as are agreg 
to the Scriptures, and uſeful to the ends of 
ligion; without aſſuming too much to 
ſelves, detracting from the mercy and g 
of God on the one hand, and without dil 
raging our endeavours and diligence on 

other hand, by imagining that we can noni 
cooperate with the grace of God, thanad 
Body can cooperate. with that Power ut 
reſtores Life to it, ſitting {till in expedal 


of being converted ſuddenly, by an irrelililf 


grace. This opinion ſprings often from A 
ouſneſs, an. haughty humour of oppoſing 
contradicting others; from an inconſide 
over haſty zeal, running from one extreal 
another; but ſeldom flows from an excekd 
mility; ſeeing the Authors and Avouchey 
it, are as Impatient, Selfiſh, Uncharitable 
Arrogant in their Writings and Practich 
others of a contrary opinion, who are il 
ous to the Mercy and Grace of God; Wi 
errors are deeply rooted in the humane 
ture, inſomuch, that the beſt men are ut! 
ger of truſting in themſelves, and of aſlul 
the Praiſe that is due to God: for the) 
of God works upon us by the external N 
of grace, which ply our Reaſon, and 4 
mand and require the proportionable h 
vours and diligence of men, in the rigil 
of their Reaſon: now the influences of 6 
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SERMON: IX. 
ace ſtrike in ſoſtly and gently. with.the. Na- 
ral motions and tendencies of our Soul, a- 
kened,, by the motives and arguments of 
el EGS 54.5 bl + Co Wis cat :tgpw £4. 

eligion, ang; Aflift and Rs, i them 
jghtily ;, therefore we do not feel the In- 


ence and Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
rking in us powerfully, to the; Reflewing 
d Purifying of, our Hearts; but in Ep 
time it produces fuch a Change and Amend- 
nt in our Hearts and Lives, as may be 
ily obſerved : even as our Food being di- 
ed and turned into Nouriſhment, makes in 
ceſs of time an, obſervable. Alteration up- 
ns, though we be not Senfible of the Me- 
xs and Motions. whereby this is perform'd, 
Wavſe they are Natural. However becauſe 
Spirit of God working by the. external 
ans of Grace, joyns with our Reaſon, and 
eryes and proceeds in the ways of Nature, 
are apt to aſcribe all-to Nature, and to 
putted up with Pride, when we are ſenſible 
our Faith is increaſed, and that we depend 
truſt oa God more firmly and ſurcly than 
were wont to do; when we obſerve that 
are more Self-denied, more Charitable, 

e Patient, more juſt in our Dealings 
we were uſed to be; we being ever-con- 

ed of the Juſtice and Reafonableneſs of 

e Duties, and inſenſible of the Influence of 
Holy Ghoſt, are apt to think that we 
reaſoned and wrought up our ſelves to 
Faith, this Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of 

t and Life; and become inſenlible of 
need of the Grace of God, and, Deſpiſe 
Cenſure others uncharitably; until our 
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to any zung beſides the Grace of God. 


the freeneſs of God's mercy and grace; i 
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of particular Perſons, but of his free Elef0 
of his Calling them, and Bleſſing them, 


increaſe our Faith in the Promiſes of 6 


Believeth in him ſhall not Periſnh, but hate 
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in our ſins and were Enemies, we ovglt 
be frequent, and ſerious in ſuch Meditalt 
_ as ſerve to baniſh and drive away all cond 
of our own Worth, and meritorious Perl 
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folly and . vanity be reproved and cheeky 
by our falling into ſome greivous Sin, or 
the deadneſs and indifferency of our He 
in the Duties of Devotion, there are ma 
occaſions and temptations to Pride ; we 
cerned and ſubdued, it is contrary to Fai 
and is the cauſe of its weakneſs; for an 

erimental knowledge of the Grace of 6 
Fivengtfiend us daily more and more in 
inward Man, very much increaſes our Fail 
but Pride deprives us of this Knowledge, 
far forth as it Attributes our Sanftificati 


the Spirit o 


of God who knows the great U 
ger that Men are in through Pride, does inf 
8 inculcate by manifold expreſſo 
our Salvation is not of the works or m 
of any fort of Men, but of the grace 


God, of his Eternal Purpoſe, of hls Prod 
preventing all; not of the works or f 


and when we read theſe Texts, we ln 
apply our ſelves to ſuch Meditations as 


who Loved us before the World began, 4 
gave his only Begotten Son, that whoſon 


verlaſting life: He Loved us when we ii 
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8E RMO N. X. 
ces; Compoſing our ſelves with the 
tell Hamilicy ad Thankfulnefs, to ac- 
owledge that all the Good we do, is of the 

ace of God; much more folly and im- 
fection than we are ſenſible of, ever at- 
d our beſt Performances, and are of out. 
yes. Let us rejoyce that our Juſtification 


ns not upon the perfection and exactneſs ; 
our Obedience Amercy and grace of God B 
Chriſt, who forgives our fins and negli??? 
ices, aſſiſts and ſhews mercy upon us ac- 4 
ding to our Faith : for we are Juſtified by | & 
th without the Deeds eV | * 
the Law; a Faith that Thoma a KempisStanhope's tranſ. 1 
nowledges and bewails Book 2. ap. 10. Miybr 1 be al. 


. a lowed to cbuſe my own Lot, 1 I 
imperfection of our fd think ir more eligille ro ĩ̃ 


dience, and confeſſes want my Spiritual Comforts, than 
the free Grace of to abound in theſe at the expence of 
lis the only Fountain =, Zniliy, 8. Thee Spiral 1 fl 

| is Alvantages are certainiy left for us, 
al = 727 ap I which Increaſe our Modeſty and 4. 5 1 
Þ, ana OL all the Hap- Haben our Caution, and diſpoſe aus 
ſs we expect. to Suſpe and Deny our ſelves ; tbere © * 
Thus J have anſwer'd fore it is an Argument of Wiſdom- - 1 
Objection, and made in God 10 recal bis Gifts ſometimes, i 
ident; tho the Spi- as well as of bus goodneſs to impart \J 


2 
=o 
. | 


a them at ethers; that by the. loſs of © 
of God ſanctifies us, what we bad, we may experimentally 3 
we muſt not fit ſtill find our own impotence, confeſs t 


do nothing : but muſt feel our Wants: and know 10 whom *< by "] 
diligent in the uſe of 2 2 Ne excellent in . 
means of Salvation, C's of righe belong, d © rs *** 
heartily and ſincerely endeavour to Obey —_ 
is Holy Laws, complying with his Grace; 

| the Spirit of God does not Repent and 
lere in us, but we Repent and Believe by 
Alliſtance. 5 
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F 1 ſhall improve the Conſideration of Ges 
preventing Grace, (1.) To juſtifie Infant wit ti 

ptiſm. .(2.) To increaſe our Faith and Th P 
fulneſs. © Pen 

(1.) It ſerves to juſtifie Infant Baptiui Cc 

ſeeing Perſons of Riper years are as, ind h 

pable of ever thinking on the Grace of ion 

1 in Chriſt as Infants; therefore theſe Paten te 
Nadkäakdare very much to be blamed, who will Myth 
| bring their Children to Chriſt in their Inu riſt 
cy; to be bleſſed by him, and to be clean w. 

from their fin in his Blood; if they be t wi 

ble of fin and guilt, are they not as cap tt 

of the forgiveneſs of Sin, of the Bleſſing aniſys 

Favour of G0 d; if they be capable of livinWſgoo 

to the years of Diſcretion, are they not cli G 

pable of a Right to the Means of Grace t 
Salvation, thro* the ſolemn Obligations of tha us 
Godfathers, the Care of their Parents and MS Bl: 
niſters; whoſe Inftruftions unleſs they be n: 

tended with the Grace and Bleſſing of One 

will be altogether ineffectual; ſeeing rhe ech 

of God and Inſtruction from his Word ml by 
prevent them, why ſhould not this Grace WW to 

ſecmed and ſealed to them by Baptiſm; el 

their Inſtructors in Chr iſt may with the gte ine 

er Faith apply themſelves to him, for the e 

ſing and Succeſs upon their endeayours ; eis! 

Rom. 11. Clally ſeeing the Gifts and Calling of God et 
29. without Repentance; and the Grace and t g 
miſes of the new Covenant to all, are fo E Ce 

and unlimited, and fo clearly revealed in n 

OO RF © == I 

* (2.) The Conſideration of God's prevenungyir: | 

Grace, ferves to increaſe our Faith and Tha 01 
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S ERM O N. IX. 261 
neſs; herein is love, not that we loved God, 1 
t that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be ob. 4 10. 
Propitiation for our Sins: He loved us 1 > _ 
jen we were in our Sins, in a Vile Miſera- a 
Condition; therefore our Sins how many 
d heinous ſo ever, ſhall not hinder our Sal- 
tion, if we Repent and Comply with the _. 
xe of God, This is a true ſaying, and 8 8 ry 
thy of all Men to be received, that Jeſus ** 
iſt came into the World to fave Sinners, RS. 6 
whom I am Chief; for when we were 7:8, 9.10 
t without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died 

the Ungodly, for ſcarcely for a Righte- 

Man will one die; yet peradventure for 
good Man ſome would even dare to die, 
God commendeth his love towards us, in 
t while we were yet ſinners Chriſt died 
rus much more, being now Juſtifiled by 
Hood we ſhall be ſaved from Wrath thro' 
n: For if when we were Enemies we were 
tonciled to God by the Death of his Son, 
ch more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſav- 
[by his Life. Ic is as great baſeneſs as fol- 
to (light the love of Chriſt, ſeeing he gives 
leſs Proof and Evidence of it, than his 
ing down his Life, and ſhedding his invalu- 


ee Blood for us; that we who were his Ene- 

eis might be delivered from Eternal Death, — = 
ol Wd that we might live through him. Is it e 
r great Injuſtice to doubt of the ſincerĩ̃/ 


| God's love to us wretched ſinners, who ſpa- 
u not his own Son, but delivered. him up 1 7 
us a]; how ſhall he not with him freel7 -- og 
e us all things? Is it not. very unreaſonable 2 
queſtion his Power, and the efficacy of his 
| 8 3 Grace 
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Brace to ſave us; ſeeing he is declared 
the Son of God with Power, by his Rel 
Ction from the dead, and all Power is j 

to him in Heaven and Earth. A love o 
derful and undeſer ved, calls upon us 

very thankful, and careful to comply with 
gracious Intent and Deſign of it, and th 

us great Encouragement, to ſtick at nolk 

ſhips or Difficulties that may be in our 

is it not a htinous Offence to neglect 6p 

a Salvation, and diſcredit our Holy Rel 
which was uſhered in with ſuch a pon 
Train of Types, with the Atteſtation 
gradual Revelation of ſo many Prophets, N 

| have been ſince the World began; and 

the Son of God in our Nature revealed, 

ed it with bis Blood, Confirmed it by it 
Miracles; eſpecially by his ReſurreQon! 

the dead, and gave Teſtimony and Ai 

rity to it by the Miraculons deceit 

the Holy Ghoſt, and thoſe miraculom | 

and Powers he ſhed” forth upon his Apo 

and Diſciples ; and that maryelous Snccels 
attended them in propagating it throng 
World, and was Authorized by the incol 

rable Example of Chriſt, the Holy Lives 
Patient Sufferings of the Martyrs, and 83 

ed to us by the Sacraments, and that 

Spirit of Life and Power, which the 

and Sacraments convey into our Hearts, | 

s a Pledge and Earnelt of the promiſed 
and Inheritance, The Grace of God to! 

the Goſpel ſurpaſſes that of former Dilf 

2 tions of Religion, as far as it exceeds 
514-68) in Qietiznes, Clearneſs and fulneſs; . 
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SERMON. NR. 26 
thelnfidelity of the ems was more ercuſable e 
n the Infidelity of Chriſtians; and it will 
more tolerable not only for Heathens, but 


p for Unbelievers under former Diſpenſa. AJ 
ns of Religion, . than for impenitent r 4 


ans at the day 'of Judgment; for to whom 
gives much, of them he requires the more, _— 
"vs ought therefore to take the more earneſtt 7 
dlligent heed; leſt we fail of the Grace 
| * and fall into the greater Condeman- Ai 


any have explained a Sancti ing Faith. b ] 5 ö 
Irocee RASH 


2.) To Conſeder a Chriſtian Faith of tzje 
Nt ies of Forgiveneſs of Sin; And I ſhall 3 206] 
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Obſervations: - 5 156 23906 
2 G 55 o forgive Sin is to fire ths Xe... > 
ilty perſon from the puniſhment of Sin, add... 
reſtore him to the Favour of God. Out by 
is not forgiven while the Law is in its full! 
te againſt us without any mitigation ; for 


& remiſſion of Sins reverſes and nullifies the 27 . ol 
tal Obligations of the Law to Sin and Death; — 


delivering us from the Dominion and guilt 


La, and puts us in a State of Grace and 4 
1 ation, and is called in Scripture ine 5 2 A 
i "Wn, Salvation, Reconci- 3 
N won to God, a Being Te Blank de acceptione woes Tu- 
„rid; a Being made /ifc024i. pag. 243. Theſ. 34. C. 
E Den the Law of Sin mm ſec. queſtio remanet quo 
tol ſenſu apud Paulum ſumatur Juſti- 15 


Death, the Righte- ficatio, ubi affirmat Deum Juſtifica. 
wels which i is of God, re impios, & nos Juftificari M8: 4 
which is of Faith: Our Dei gratiam, non ex operibns, 
ndfication is of Faith, ſed fide, 3 ibi Juſtifi- ' \l 
S 4 EET. 
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* 264 TY 
catio deſignet ſolum abſolutionem 
quandam Judicialem a reatu pec- 
cati, et que fit ah hom inis ſancti- 
| ficatione diſtincta, ut volunt Pro- 
teſtaotes; an veto ſignificet pre- 


tionem, per ſpiritus ſancti gratis 

am, in qua conſiſtit regeneratio 

& ſanctificatio, ut volunt docto- 

res Eccleſiæ RNmanæ. Obſerva- 

mus primo, ubi de ipſa re & do- 

ctrina convenit, non multum con- 
tendendum eſſe, circa diverſam ali- 

cujus loci interpreta tonem, & va- 

riam hujus aut ithus vocis in eo 

accept ionem, ſed liberum cuique 

ſuum hac in re jud icium linqul ſo- 

lere & debere uemadmodum pro- 
teſtantes, qui quoad rei ſummam 

inter ſe conſentiunt, facile pati- 

untur quoſdam ex ſuis, hanc ipſam 
Jjiuſtificandi vocem, cextis in locis 
aliter atque aliter accipere; ut 
ö Dan. 12. 3. Rom 8. 30 1 Cor. 6. 
11. Tit. 3:7. Apoc 22. 11. ubij 
quibuſdam videtur ſenſus forenſis 

kretine ri poſſe, alii vero aliter ex · 
1 iſtimant; ficut ſapra pluribus a 
7 nobis expoſitum eſt Th. 35. Obſerv. 
2. Quocunque ſenſu ſumatur Ju- 
ſtificandi verhum, five ſeilicet re- 
ſtringatur ad ſolam abſoJutionem 

a reatu peccati; five noſtram re- 
generationem complecti cenſeatur, 
fenſum fere commodum & Apoſto- 
FTicojftylo & anologiz fidei congru- 
entem ficut euim gratis per Chri- 

#1 Gratiam, per fidem & non ex 
operibus a peccatis abſolvimur ita 
Per fidem ſeu per gratiam & non 
ex operibus ſanctificamur & rege- 
neramur quemadmodum Deus im- 
3 pios a peccatis abſolvic ita quoque 
F , mpiosſprirituluv ſanctificet, Th. 36. 
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terea internam hominis renova- 


Sin, that we may lin 


0 4 9 "IM 
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or of God through ly 
and is à part of f 
Righteouſneſs, " 55700 
._ Obſer. (2.) The 0 
ruption of our Natay 
the moſt dreadful Pu 
ment of Sin, and 
Fountain of all thegy 
ſequents of it; ail 
call'd Sin, the Lay 
"Hh Sin, the Body of Sil 
Death, the Filthinel 
the Fleſh and Spirit, f 
to forgive Sin is pu 
to Sänctify and reſt 
our Nature; to deli 
us fromithe Dominiou 


Sad and is called a ur 
ing us from the La iss f 
ſin; a freeing us fra" "2 
ſin, a being dead to b. 
and alive unto God; M duti. 
à becoming Servants Mut ip 
God, a ſubduing of || : qui 
of the Fleſh, a Creatll ** 
us after the Image of oi... 


e & n 
? lan 


in Holineſs and Riglt 
ouſneſs; a quickning 
together with Chrilt, al 
a being planted in 
likeneſs of Chriſt's N 
ſurrection, and à bei 
made partakers of Din! 
Nature, a N i 
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SER M O N. IX. 


— 
„ä Verum eſt nos ſauctificari fide ſola ſine operibus legis quodg; 1 
inis ſanctificat io fit donumDei gratuitum, Th. 38. 39 48. Salus il 9 
1a per Chriſtum ſalvari dicimur, non conſiſtit in ſola condona- =. 
 peccatorum noſtrorum, ſed etiam in liberatione a ſervitute vitio- 
& in noſtri reformatione ad Dei imaginem quæ conſiſtit in vera 
itia & ſanctitate; ac proinde noſtra ſanctificatio, in ſalute ifta & 
lem precipue includitur & comprehenditur at tamen dicit Apo- 
5 nos non eſſe ſalvatos ex operibus, Tit. 3. 4. cum autem benig- 
& erga homines amor apparuit Salvatoris noſtri Dei; non ex 
ibus Juſtitiæ que fecimus nos ſed ſecundum ſuam miſericordiam 
s nos fecit per lavacrum regenerationis, & renovationem ſpiritus 
j,quem effudit in nos abunde per Jeſum ChriſtumSalvatorem no- 
m. Apoſtolus non vult noſtram ſanctificationem qua per lavacrum 
nerationis & ſpiritum renovantem in nobis peragitur eſſe ex 
bus Juſtitize que nos fecerimus. Quando quidem omnino o 
ja ſunt aliquid per efficatiam & renovationem ſpiritus ſancti fieri; 
ſe ex operibus noſtris, Oc. Tim. 1. 9. Deus nos liberavit ſeu 
s fecit; & vocavit vocatione ſanta, non ſecundum opera no- 
ed ſecundum propoſitum ſuum, & gratiam que data eſt nobis in 
to jeſu ante tempora ſecularia; proinde quantumvis extendatur 
Hcatio, & complecti cenſeatur utramque partem ſalutis illius, 
per Chriftum in hac vita fidelibus obtingit, Remiſſionem ſcil. pec- 
tum, & renovationem interioris hominis, non minus tamen yere 
ur Juſtificari per Chriſti gratiam fide non operibus, quam fi 
lus ſumatur pro ſola a peccati reatu abſolutione, preterea pa- 
os non ſalvari ex operibus ſed gratia ex Eph. 2. 8. Gratia eſtis 
ti per fidem; & hoc non ex vobis, Dei donum eſt: Non ex o- 
bus ut ye quis glorietur. Quippe inquit bona opera noſtra non 
alutis noftr# fructus atque effectus, adeoque cauſa ejus eſſe non 
uit ipfius enim factura ſumus, creati in Chrifto Jeſu ad bona 
„que præparavit Deus ut in illis ambulemus. Quibus verbis 
fat opus eſſe ut per Dei Gratiam præparemur & inftauremur, 
>| novæ cujuſd em creationis ſpecies priuſquam poſſumus bona 
hexercere. Hæc vero ratio non minus clare probat nos ſanRifica- 
pO: non ex operibus; nam bona opera non ſunt cauſa ſed fructus 
ng W'? fanttificationis per quam ex impiis quales naturi ſumus vere 
„ & 10ſt reddimur, in ultimis Apoſtoli verbis hypallage que- f 
left, ac dnm ait Deum bona opera præparaſſe ut in illis ambule- 1 
2 licere vult Deum nos gratia ſua preparare ut ambulemus in bo- 1 


Meribus. i a 1 
beige 41. Deinque quemadmedum ſæpe dicit A poſtolus nos fine 
ii os Juftificari, ita non minus, vere & ad Apoſtoli ſtylum ac- ; 
g | Modate, dicere poſſumus nos ſine operibus legis ſanEtificariz _ } 
trol ker opera legis / poſtolus intelligittalem legis obſervationem, 


t 
' 


A 14 


R W . ; * 
. «# "4 Aa N r my wk * 
4 ? . s r ä 
* 8 41 1 « LACY 1 'v "= 


e F 1 
\ $5; 
of * 


que diving gratiæ ueceſſitatem excludat, & cui merces reden 
— debitum non ſecundum gratiam, Rom. 4. 4. & 11.6 
geoque operibus legis Juſtificari, eſt eam præ ſtitiſle legi obey 
am cui vita debeatur Juxta legis promlſſa, & ratione cuju, ex} 
te fæderis legalis, in Di judicio, ab omni pena abſolvi quis & 
at. Juſtificari vero fine operibus legis, eſt in Judicio dir 
$ ab omni reatu immunem pronunciari eum quem lexreum pen 
quique von id legi preſtitit obſequium, ut juxta legis rigorem 
folvi mereatur. Jam vero quis non videt hoc ſenſu nos quy 
fine operibus legis ſanQificari, nec enim ut ſanRi apud Deum 
mut & ſimus. e ut legi divigæ, ſecundum tatum eſs 

rem ſatisfecerimus, & ſi ad eam «TiCuayu quam fædus operun 
git. ſimus examinandi, aullo modo peccafſ2 reperiamur. Sq 
madmodum Deus a reatu abſolvit impium, i. e. eum quem lex 
cati arguit & convincit, dummodo fide viva & efficaci Chrift 
ririm amplectatur: fic quoque illum in quo repexitür fides 


charitatem onerans, tanquam vere juſtum atque ſanftum pr 
atque agnoſcit licet alioquin leg-m Cepe tranigrefſus ſit & 
ciat in multis que neceſſaria eſſent in eo, qui ex legali fk 
fanQus & juſtus pronunciandus eſlet. V 
Theſ. 42. Preterea dum Apoſtolus affirmat hominem Juftifi 
fice operibus legis, dicere vult ad noftram coram Deo Juſtif 
nem, neceſſarĩium non eſſe ut obſer vemus legis Moſaicz Cerem 
as; ſicut preiertim videre eſt in. Epiſtola ad Gala. Qua t. 
quoque ſine operibus legis ſanQificamur, nec enim magis ne 
et nos obſcrvrare legis Ceremonias, ut ſangdti ſimus apud D 
quam ut ab omni reatu in judicid illius abſoivamur. _ 
Theſ, 43. Cum ergo, five vocabulum Juftificationis reftringati 
ſolam a reatu abſulutionem, five etiam ad nqvæ & interne Jul 
_ adeptionem extendatur, eqvaliter verum fit nos gratis, per 
gratiam, ſide, non ex operibus, & ſine operibus legis Taft 
nec etiam five hoc five illo modo ſumamus Juſtificationem, q 
quam officiat Apoſtoli.ſcopo, qui unicus eft | docere, ad hoc, Ut 
mus ſalutis & Juſtitiæ patticipes non opus eſſe legem Moſaicatt 
fedus operum, five legale. obſer vare, ſuxta ſolennem clauſulam 
& vives: ſed ſufficere ut Chriſti Evangelio credamus fide viva & 
per dilectionem operatur; neque alia ratione homines peccatl 
juſtos coram Deo fieri & reputari poſſe; cum hæc inquam 1 
haheant, ſuperfluum videtur hac de re litigare, nec eſt quod h 
pterea cui quam moleſti ſumus, quod apud A poſtolum Juftiial 
nem fic & fic actipiat quandoquidem in eo vera fides & ſana 
cteina nihil periclitatur. e 
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SERMON. IX. 0 
am fin, Cc. Gal. 5. 8. but if ye be led by the 
pirit ye are not under the Law, but while 
mr fins are not forgiven we are under the 
mw; and fin does more and more blind and 
rden our Hearts, and increaſes our Guilt 
nd Condemnation, and renders our Repen- 
ance and Recovery more difficult daily. If we 
Juſtified, and in a ſtate of Grace and Sal- 
tion : Our ſins and failings are over-rul'd by 
he Wiſdom and Grace of God, to ſerve the 
ds of his glory and our good; as to make 
ſenſible of our Weakneſs, Humble, and 
jankful to God for his Grace, watchful 
er our ſelves, Charitable to others; and if 
x comply with the grace of God advancing 
eſe Deſigns in us; God does not impute fin to 
x, but; our iniquities are forgiven, and our 
ware covered, (Nom. 4. 7. 8.) there is there. Jm. B. 1, 
r now no Condemnation to them which are 3: 
(Chriſt Jeſus 3; who walk not after the Fleſh, - 
ut after the Spirit. (for it is through the 
pirit that we are in Chriſt, or the Spirit in- 
dporates us in Chriſt as living Members of 
Im; whereupon we Communicate with him 
al he hath merited or purchaſed for him- 
ll and his Members, as the forgiveneſs of 
n, Eternal life and lory, Cc.) For the Law 
the Spirit of Life inChriſt Jeſus, hath made 
© free from the Law of Sin and Death: For 
Mat the Law could not do in that it was 
ak through the Fleſh, God ſending his own 
an in the likeneſs of finfol Fleſh, and for fin. 
olimed fin, (the power and guilt of ſin) 
the Fleſh ; that the-Righteouſneſs of the Law 
aht be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
x the ; 


—— 


IS 4 the promiſes of the Goſpel, or the Communj 


SERMON. R. 
the Fleſh but after the Spirit, for Chriſt (i 


on. of the Bleſſings: and Mercies of God. 
and with Chriſt according to the Promiſe 


is the end of the Law, for Righteouſneſs to 
very one: that believeth; but if fin does dal 
more and more harden and blind any May 


Heart, wearing out all ſenſe of Religion a 


Care of his Soul ; he 


1 


Le Blanc de modo quo peccatum 
collatur in Juſtis, pag. 281. Theſ. 
Is. Si Deus ſolum modo pænam 
peccatoribus debitam relaxaret - 
PpPropter Chriſti meritum & ſatis- 


factionem; peccata vero quibus 
illam commeruerunt in animis eo- 
rum ſicut antea herere ſineret; 
non obſtaret illa pene relaxatio, 


quo minus in ſe peccato infecti, & 


ſervitute illius mancipati; vitiis 
egri meum in peccatis mortui ſi- 
cat prius manerent: adeoque dici 
non poſſunt per Chrifti gratiam a 
peccatis abluti, mundat & ſancti- 


ficati; a ſervitute peccati liberati * 


a ſpiritualibus infirmitatibus ſa- 
nati; ac denique a morte excita- 
ti ut novam vitam in Chriſto in- 
choarent, non ambulantes ampli- 


us ſecundum Carnem ſed ſecun- 


dum Spiritum. 


againſt God, for it 


is under the Law, and 
not a Member of Chr 
neither can he. receive: 
ny Benefit or Bleſling frat 
him, nor have any ft 
lowſhip or Communic 
with him, while he cat 
tinues a Servant of Si 
and a Member of Satz 
and will not ſurrend 
up himſelf unto God, 


be guided and fayed þ 
him; delivering him fro 


the Power of Darknel 


and tranſlating him ul 


the Kingdom of his de 


Son: For to be carnal 


minded is Death; but 
be ſpiritually minded 
Life and Peace; hecal 
the Carnal Mind isEnmil 
is not ſubject to the La 


of God, neither indeed can be. So then th 
that are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God. Rom. 


6, Ty 8. 


Ob/er. G.) Our Purification ſrom Sin, 2 
Corruption, is carried on by degrees 1 
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SERMON. IX. 

fection, but is not perfected in this Life; 
there is a mixture of Imperfection, and a 
ainder of Sin and Corruption in the beſt. 
holyeſt Men that live: but yet we muſt 
ſe an univerſal hatred of Sin, and a ſin- 
re love to the whole Law of God; ſeeing to 
e in any known Sin, is in conſiſtent with a 
te of Grace and Salvation; for God ;with- 
tour repenting and forſaking it will not for- 
e it; Where fore in our Converſion he purges 
Heart from all love and affection to ſin, 
gets in us a hatred of the pollution of it, 
(inſpires a ſincere love of an univerſal Righs 
mſneſs ; ſo that his Children wreſtle with 
lent Zeal and Affection, and ſtrive diligent- 
through Faith in his Name, to be cleanſed 
Im the pollution, and defended againſt the 
tions and impure Inclinations of that rem 
nt of Sin; and weaken its activity daily, 
ing more and more ſtrengthned in the inner 
n by his Spirit; we are ſaved by the waſhing 


loſt, that being Juſtiſied by his Grace, 
build be made Heirs according to the hope of 
nal Life; though the good Works of the 
dren of God do not merit any thing at his 
ind, and cannot be accepted by him according 
the Tenour of the Covenant of Works; yet 
Ky are accepted, and have a great recompence 
| Reward according to the Covenant of Grace. 
oſerv. (4.) The perfe& Obedience, and the 
Werings and Death of Chriſt are the meritori- 
\Gulſe of the Grace of God, and forgiveneſs 
(Sin, Chriſt in our Nature hath ſuffered the pu- 
ment which our ſins deſerve, and made ſuffici- 
| enT 


Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
we Tit. 3. 57 7 
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ent. Compenſation and full Satisfaction for thy Rig! 

| by his own Oblation of himſelf once offer impu 
Which God accepted, and hath released oi" we 
acquitted us from the Obligations we were C 
der, to ſuffer Eterhal Puniſhments, and ent 
led us to Everlaſting Life and Happineſz, 
on our repenting and believing in Chriſt: y 
whatever is of Faith is of the Promiſe or ft 
Grace of God, ſo that the diſcharge of q 
Obligations to Eternal puniſhment, and 


recen\ 
Woſer. 


| val Life are, merited and procured to us WG, * 
Chriſt, but they are of the free Mercy I ©©*! 
Grace of God in reſpect of us. ation 

Obſerv. (5.) Faith receives and takes hold gti 
the Promiſes of the Mercy and Grace of Mn 


which are effectual accordingly, to the fa 
of us from tlie pollution and Guilt of Sin, 
to the ſanctifying our Nature, and the rele 


ing us from the Obligations to Puniſhment. in 
Righteous thing with God to make good his. C 

miſes to them, that believe and depend on t 
: neither can he fail or diſappoint them, iﬆ tt 
Ro a Faith that worketh by Love, and is fruit * © 
of good Works, that is ſuch a ſanctifying f Pa 

*. as 1 have deſcribed, is the condition of WF © 
raining the promiſes ; they who did not bei. 
in the name of Chriſt, have no right to t64M””" 
F- and ſeeing they do not fulfil- the Condi 1 b 
upon which God proffers them, tit) * 
but deſpiſe and reject them; they cannot , 

plain as if they were diſappointed and dec, 


ed ho do not truſt and depend on the iprom 
Now we may eaſily underſtand the meaning 
theſe Expreſſions in Scripture, to be jul 
by Faith, to believe to the ſaving of the“ 


i . 
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SERMON IX, _ 
Righteouſneſs is of God thro Faith; Faith. 
imputed to us for Righteouſneſs, for by 
+4 we are grafted into Chriſt ; who of G 
de to us Wiſdom and Righteouſpeſs, and 
fication and Redemption, and Chrift is 

end of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every ys. 10. 
that believeth. I ſay untb you, what things 4. 
er ye deſire when ye pray, believe that 

xcerve them and ye ſhall have them. 
Wer. (6.) God by raifing Chriſt from the 
, abſolves him from the Guilt of our Sinn, 
declares that he accepts his Sufferings and ; 
ition of Himſelf, as a ſufficient compenſation AY 
ftifaftion for our Sins, * juſtifies the E- * = > 1 

in him, their Head and Repreſentative; 8 = no - 
hath quckned us who were dead in Sins Epb. 2. Pg 
ther with Chriſt; and hath raiſed us up 6. | 
her, and made us fit together in Heavenly 

s in Chriſt jeſus. Who ſhall lay any thing 

e Charge of God's Elect? It is God that 

feth; who is he that condemneth? It is 

lt that died, yea rather that is riſen again; ; 
Is eren at the Right Hand of God? WhO . 
mkes Interteſſion for us? And if we can iN 
de, we ſhall find that his Interceſſion, in * 
k of his Meritorious Death and Sulferings, 
ſevalent and ſucceſsful. 5 

Ver. () The Experience of the Grace of 

ſubduing our Luſts, Supporting and Com- 

ug us in the time of Adverſity, and ena- 5 
zus to live Godly, Soberly and Righteouſly * 9 * 
lis preſent Evil World, is an infallible +] 
If of God's ſpecial Love, of his freeing us 5 
Sin; that we may have our Fruit unto | 
defß and the endEverlaſting Life: if the Spi- 


ut 


hong 


and in purchaſing and diſpenſing ſo great Hap 


manner, by ſending his only begotten Son 


ed and Crucified for us; the greater the Hon 


that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould ! 


Grace, (3, 
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NE R MON. H. 
rit of Chriſt be not in us, we belong not 
him; but his Spirit dwelling in us is a ſys 
vidence and Seal of our Juſtification; fo 
many as are led by the Spirit of God 
are the Sons of God; and the Spirit of G00 
ſelf beareth witneſs with our Spirit, that ;; 
are the Children of God, and is an Far 
and Pledge of Eternal Life; in whom alſo 
ter that ye believed, ye were ſealed with t 
Holy Spirit of Promiſe, which is the ear 
of our [nheritance, until the Redemption 
of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion. IF 

Obfer, (8.) Faith in God thro' Chriſt eng on 
ens our Mind, to underſtand the great Lore 
God in redeeming us from ſo great Mi 


neſs by ſuch wonderful means; theApoſthsp 
the ;Choiceſt mark of the love of God in 
Redemption, in his performing it in ſud 


to the World, by not ſparing his own ſl 
but giving and delivering him up to be Scol 


and Dignity of Chriſt before his Incarnati 
the greater his Condeſcenſion to ſuch 2 
and ſuffering Condition; the nearer he was 
lated to God, and the dearer to him; 
greater the Love of God in ſending him 
ſuffer for our ſake: For God ſo loved | 
World, that he gave his only begotten 8 


periſh, but have everlaſting Life. Thele ſn c 
fiderations ſhould very much ſtrengthen ( 
Faith and Love to God, and our ſenſe of 
marvelous Bliſs of them who are in 77 


3. The next thin 8 conſidered, accor- "TY | 
ts to the method Propoſed, is the hope Y, | 
nal Life, or the faith of the Promiſes of 
at unſpeakable reward, which God will give 
good Men at the Reſurrection, but Iſhall 
t inſiſt on that Subject here, only refer the 
ader to thoſe Hints which I mare given be- 
ſe, 

4 The fourth Branch of a Chriſtian Faith) 
0 imports the Belief of God's gracious ron. 
ſs, concerns temporal Promiſes. A right 
ch in them diſpoſes and enables us to reſign 
our ſelves to the Will and Diſpoſal of God, 
o this Life, and all the Concernments of i ir. 
hatever Men think beſt and moſt deſireable 

(tis World, yet through Faith, they ſubmi FY | 
r Wiſdom and Deſires, to the Wiſdom and 
dd will of God, without any reſerve ; and J 
It not highly reaſonable that Men ſhould 935 
aſt that Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which, 

re and govern the World, with ſach 
Mrable Contrivance and Tender Care to- 

Ids all, with the diſpoſal and Government 
them, as to their Life, Healthy Liberty, Re- 
tation, and all the Concernments of this 
ord, Men through infidelity truſt and de- 
q upon, the Creatures, more than upon 
t; and reſt upon Riches, Friends, and other 
2 Confidences, more than upon the Al- 
Elty; but by faith we diſcard all Pride as 
rnal Confidences, and rely and depend upon 
MK only. Enjoy Peace and rejoyce heartily to 
under the Government, and at the difpoſal 
luch an Almighty Lord, and moſt merciful * 
ter, who is able to fulfil all his Wiſe ap- 
5 Re point- 
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„ SERMON Ix. 9 
bpPointments concerning us; without mhoſty 
e . videnceand direftion nothing can be doug 
18. thing can befal us, Thon wilt keep him in f 
= .* DPeace,whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee becauſehe tl 
FJ pag. 208. intheetruſt ye in the Lord for ever; forinthe 
28328. and Jehovah is everlaſiing ſtrength. I haye ® 
* e where expoſed the Folly and unreaſonable 
30 2 g 8 apt the infidelity, and misbelief of Tem 
FR == promiſes, and I have explained the Gr 
« Motives, and Arguments of this Faith. 
I ſhall now mention ſome. of the Efleds 
| Benefits of it: Ad. 
II. It delivers us from all thoſe Carking 
mmaderate cares, which diſquiet our mind, 
+ our fleep, and gnaw eyen our very Heart 
placing our Truſt in the Wiſdom and G 
© > nefs of God, engaged through Faith! 
pPromiſe to protect and take care, of us 
2 fſhouldcauſethat man to fear any evil hoh 
that he has one that cares for him, who 
Ffufficient, and fo mindful, and careful df 
that he will not fail to make all things wal 
gether for good to him? If a Poor Mal 
but a faith ul promiſe from a Wealthy 
that he would never ſuffer him to want 
˖ jure that he would be highly charged . 
and Freed from much anxiety; abut bo 
| cuinjury do we offer toGod, if ned 
. truſt as much upon his promiſe, as W 
that of a Mans ? yea, and how great à m 
do we do ourſelves by loading our minds! 
0 multitude of Vexatious, and tormenting 
R v hen we fo ſecurely caſt our Burden upol 
. and in all Dangers, Difficulties, and Want 
have recourſe to him, who is ready to heal 


N . 
9 
_ 
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% às is ſuitable to Travellers, and Sojour- 
s, keeping our Eyes, our Hearts and Minds 
r Heaven-ward. Faith feels not the mani- 
| Troubles and Afflictions of this World, 
ants and Tongs ſo earneſtly and inceſſantly 
r the new Jeruſalem, through Faith they .. 25 
t weep in this World, are as though they Wept 1 CW. 7. 
ind they that rejoyce, as tho they N not, 3537 
bey that Buy, as though they Poſſeſſed not, and 
that uſe this World as not abuſmg it: For 
Fſhion of this World paſſeth away. Whereas 
that Love this World, and depend on 
dy Confidences, are not much concerned, 
ether their ways and doings be pleaſing or 
gealſing to GOD; they are not much 
Fed for their ſins, nor affraid of Gods an- 
but any Worldly loſs or didapointment 
bnevous, and ſinks deep into their mind, 
their Diligence, Strength and Wit, are laid 
pon Riches, Honours, and the Conveni- 
s of Life; but Contentment in a mean 
lition, Peace in the midſt of Dangers and 
libles,is what they are not acquainted with. 
cant with Patience think on the abridging 
Ic Luſt, neither reſign up themſelves to the 
Land diſpoſal of God, neither wholly truſt. 
depend on him, for their Life, and the means 
T -¹1♀9 


argon tet 
and comforts of it from Day to Day. Bu 
Faith we are Crucified to the World; and 
rid of all impatien deſigns and inordinay 
fections to the Thinks of it, that they cai 
readily tempt us to neglect or tranſgreſs} 
re. 5. 6. Duty to God or man, Humble Bows. th 
1 fore under the Mighty band! of God, that he 
exalt you in due time, caſting all [your care 

on him for he careth for uu... 
2. Todependwholy on God as to the thi 
of this Life, and to reſign up oultfelyes 4 
diſpoſal through Faith in his prom; deli 
us from Angry, revengful reſentments. ap 
Enemies; Perſecuters and Slanderers, and iu 
great Patience and Humility; for Faith f 
beyond the viſible Means and Inſtrument 
our trouble, to the inviſible Hand and 0 
ruling providence, and Ditection' of 0 
whatever may be the injuſtice and Malit 
Men, who can do no more miſchief than 
permits them ; yet by Faith we know and 
perſwaded, that God is Wiſe and Mercifil 
Aims at our good i in ſuffering them, to 1 
and Perſecute us, and Humbly acknowlel 
our ſins deſerve more Grievous Punilhne 
Shimei curſed David in his affliction, bet 
forth and curſed ſtill as he cameaudbe 
2 Sam. 16. Stones at David, &c. and the Ring Taid { 
6, him curſe, becauſe the Lord hath ſaid uſito 


curſe David, who ſhall then ſay wheretors 
thou done ſo? let him alone, and let 
curſe, for the Lord hath bjdden him, it 
be the Lord will look upon mine affliction, 
And Faith lays not the blame of our! 
ble and calamities upon God, as if he wi 
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SEM 
zu ankered Diſpoſition, but humbly confeſſes 
neceſſity of them and N the 
om and Kindneſs of God, in ſending them, 
many Meſſengers to bring us home to him, 
* a} complying with the deſign of them, Run 
che Arms of our Almighty, and moſt mer- 
father, remembring the wiſe, and gentle 
ae ceedings of his tender Love and kindneſs in 
n, with thankfulneſs and Gladneſs of Heart, 
thi reflects upon former Wanderings and Fol- 9 
$1088 with a deep ſenſe of the corruption aud 
de eneracy e Humane Nature; whereof the 
a ire and injuſtice of Enemies, are a farther 
iu ef and inſtance, which it receives without 
th other reſentments, than thoſe of great 
nent) and Compaſſion toward them, recommend- * 

d tem to the far greater Mercy and Pity of 

Ff So the Faith through humility - and 

Aal ty, very readily and heartily forgives E-  _. M8 
an ies, becomes an interceſſor at the Hand of 
andi for them, knowing that his mercy and res 
iful, es to forgive, far ſurpaſs thoſe ſmall Rivulets 
o ech flowy down from him into our Hearts, and 1 
mies who are not gained by the Humility, „ 
Menfive- innocence and ſimplicity of fuch _ * "WW 

i and Charity, render themſelves odious 
| obnoxjous even to men, as well gs God, 
ocharges his Providence with the protecti- 

the humble and meek in a fpecial manner. 

he good Chriſtian who has many hard 

dle and combat with his luſts is very ſen- 
&that afflictions, though very grievous to | 
land Blood, are.needful for him, and has 5 11 
dur ¶erience of the uſefulneſs of them; it is go . 195 FW. 
e wel me that I have been afflicted, that I might = 
CC nn WY ß. WE 


1 #8 6%E" . 
learn thy S And when! he Pag Dal 
"or the increaſe of Faith, Patience, Hope, a 
other Graces, if he be fincere, and have a 0 
eſteem and value for theſe bleſſings, hehumh 
ſubmits himſelf to thoſt means and methods 


” Diſcipline and inſtruction, whereby God 


Heb. Fes a 


— 


Foh- 155 
18,19, 20. 


9. VP his Children, increaſes and 1 improves 4 
- Graces, for even Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, thou 
he were a Son, yet learned he obedietice, byt 
"things which he ſuffered, and hathegiyen ns 
example of patient ſuffering ; na ef his) 
ciples can deſerve ſo Ways at the hands of . 
nor ſuffer worſe things from them”, and th 
who are acquainted with his Diſcipline and] 
ſtructions, are wont to hear him ſaying 1 
them, when they are under the Weight 
_ grievous Afflictions, and aſſaulted with gt 
Temptations; If the World ate you, ye k 
that it hated mebefore it bated you; if ye me 
the World, the World world Love his own, bit 
Cauſe ye are not of the World, but I have chiſel 
Out ff the World, therefore the World hateth ) 

Remember the word that I ſaid unto you, the 
vant is not greater than the Lord, if they hat 
- ſecuted me,they will perſecute you alſo, &c. And, 
Son deſpiſe not the Chaſtening of the Lord, 

Heb. 12. 5,6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. The! that ju 

by what appeareth outwardly, may bed 
Taged from undertaking to Live a Holy 

when they obſerve how good Men are mi 
ed and Perſecuted in the World, and ima 
that they are as much forſaken by God'as 

- Tpiſed and hated by Men; or that God ( 

not concern ' himſelf in the. affairs of 
Iv ord, he hears not the Mug 9 


LE 
% 
* 
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te Love and tender Care of God toward his 3 
trants, is obſcured and 'covered with a dark 8 = 
ick Cloud, which the Eye of Fleſh cannot „„ 
through, but at the great Day of the Laſt 
dohent, this Cloud ſhall be removed, and the 1 
bry- of Gods Love, Mercy and Truth, ſnalall 
ne out clearly, to the Conviction of all, and 

ul give ſufficient proof and evidence to 
gels and Men, that he was ever mindful of 


det, they did not know him, but he knew „ 
em, yet he made himſelf ſtrange to them, ' '' © il 
ke roughly. to them, and treated them as 1 
ies; the mean while his Love and Affection * 
them was very great, inſomuch that gñne 
Wd not refrain himſelf from weeping; while Gen. 4. 
treated them very unkindly, his Bowels ; 4p 
itn him yearned over them, and he let fome ©: : , {® 
Bs and Marks of a ſingular Love drop to | 


ſends troubles and diſtreſſes thick * {ra 
upon us; yet he has great Love and Aﬀedi 


them ſecretly, a e cho ns of l F 
uſage; at length he could not refrain hind 
before all them that ſtood by him, and he cn 
Cauſe every Man to go out from me; and] 
wept aloud, while he made himſelf ſho 77 
them. Chriſt our Elder Brother makedh 

ſelf ſtrange, and ſpeaks roughly to us, thoy 
we be ſtrangers in an Enemies Country 


to us, chaſtiſes and corrects us N Fathe 
Tenderneſs and Gentleneſs; he es and 1 
members all our Grief and Anguff ſh, : 
he gives us up to be miſuſed, and treats 
very unkindly, his Bowels yearn over us, 
he conveys the Graces and Conſplations of 
Spirit into our Hearts ſecretly, "hill Fa 
receives thankfully, and rejoyd&s in, as the 
kens of his ſpecial kindneſs, and when aftih 
are very hard upon Fleſh and Blood, like to 
verſet our Faith and Patience, he» cannot 
frain himfelf from diſcovering his tender 
fection and care to us, by ſome Miracnl 


ſenſible appearances : Thus he ſupport bunt 
comforted St. Stephen, Act. 7. 55. | 


Act. 23. 11. GG. 
3. A ſincere Faith in Gods promiſez ug 
Temporal or Spiritual, muſt diſpoſe and 
gage us to Pray always, thereby we depend 
on God in every thing, and therefore multi 
manifold occaſions and engagements to 50 
him by Prayers; we are in the midſt ob! 
Dangers, and have many urgent necel 
daily, both Bodily and Spiritual, and th 
forc muſt alway N ourſelves t to God. 


. 
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em, diſpoſes us to repent and amend ; we are 
fabled from doing good, but Faith directs and _ 
ſpoſes us to ſue unto God by Prayer, for 9 
Wrenzth and Grace to obey his Laws, to re- 1 
the Temptations and Deceits of the World, _ 
& Fleſh and the Devil. At what time we are 4 
kd, by Faith we go our ſelves to God our = 
oft Merciful Father, and make our complaint 1 
him, and lay out our Miſeries and Dangers 
ore him, whatever our needs or diſtreſſes 
whether Bodily or Spiritual, Faith looks 
unto God, whoſe Love and tender'mercy | i 
twith-hold no good things from us, neither . 
Wy us any thing we ok. him, if he ſee it | — 
pedient for us, and if he do not Anſwer our 2 
ers, through Faith we reſt ſatisfied, that : _ 
lat he does is beſt for us. And whatever =_ 
lings or mercies we receive, Faith acknow- 2M 
Ages the goodneſs of God, and returns thanks | 
him for them, ſo that Faith laies manifold 
Kiſpenſible obligations upon us, to pray much, 4 
d diſpoſes us to comply with them, and ſug- 1 
ls and preſſes upon us innumerable * a 
| | | _ 
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and Friendſhip with him thro? the Teſtimat 


Bleſſings which God promiſes and he 
compares them together, and ſo obllges Us 


tion and belief of Gods univerſal care tow: 


-paſt times, give us great confidence, Jy i 
ſecurity in his Frendſhip : Davids kind de 
with Saul his bitter Enemy, ſoftned and I 
* his 1 melted him into WY 


and occaſions of ode or this inks 
lity, many behave themſelves to God, as if th 
received nothing, neither Rood. in need of a 
thing from him. 

Thus 1 have explained 5 Ingfei 
Chriſtian Faith, at large 8, e g 
the Belief of the Promiſes. 

3. A Third Ingredient is the Joi e & 


of a good Conſcience. Faith does lincerely; 
4 and adore the tranſcendentGoodat 
of God, in all Mercies Tem modi 1 

al, which we enjoy or hope for In t 1 
in the Life to come, and thereby unites to 
by an unfeigned Love, and fixes our mind, 
our defires, hopes and affections, on him abe 
Faith gives us a right view of our ſim and 
worthineſs, and 5 the incomprehenſible I 
of God, in ſending his only begotten 800 
the World to be a Propitiation for our 
and fo binds as to our Duty to God, with 
Submiſſion, Reverence and Love of our wi 
Mind, of our whole Soul and Strength. k 
ſhews us our own guilt, miſery and dangeg 
the Amazing Greatneſs and Value of 


God, aad draws us after him, with the be 
of an invincible Endearment. The cn 


all, the experience of his Loving-kindnek 


I 


ale him 980 „ I. eh * Yale, my Sn David? 
bd loved us when we were Enemies, with as 
bnderful Love, ſuch as no words, no thoughts 
n reach; Faith enables us with all Saints, e? 
yrebend what in the Breadth and Length, and gyb. 3.1 1, | 
nth and Heighth of the manifold Wiſdom aud ig. 
cy of God; and to know” the Love of Chriſk 
lich ſſh knowleape ; 5 ſtamps the Image of this 
pon our ſoul, 5-29 fills us with all the fulneſs of 
1 ſo that God dwells in us and we in him; 
* ' Love, and he that dwelleth in Love, dwel- Foh. 4 
in him. Our Love to God holds peacewithis. 
r Faith, and our Faith and Love are no far 
| ſincere and well Grounded, than they are 
linded upon the Teſtimony of a good Conſci- 
Ne, bearing us Witneſs that we keep Gods 
bly Commandments, + and do theſe things 
ich are pleaſing in his Sight: For if our 
ſcience © condemn us in any thing we do, 
bugh lawful'in it ſelf, it cannot be of Faith; 
{nhatſoEver is not of Faith is ſin, and if our 
zrt condemn us for living in Sin, God, who 
Its Sin much more than we do, and knows 
lthings, will much more condemn us: and 
can have no Faith in him, nor reconciliation 
him: If our Conſcience condemn us not, 
It bear us Witneſs that we Lie not in any 
nn fin, and fincerely endeavour to obey . 
"ds Holy Laws, according as he enables us 
his grace, then Gods mercy far exceeds our 
th, and ſhall much more abſolve us from 
Jen offences; and we ſhall appear before him 
ih the ſincere Love, tender Affection of duti- 
Children, and with great confidence in his 
radſhip and Protection: : Hereby (not by 
\ „„ Lov- 
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Loving our Neighbour in word or in toi chan 
but by Loving him in deed and in truth nat 
good words and wiſhes, but by good Wo 
know we that we are of the Truth, andi 
aſſure our Hearts before him; for if our He 
Condemn us, God is greater than our Heartg 
knoweth all things. Beloved if our Heart 
demn us not, then have we confidence qua 
God, and whatſoever we ask, we receive afl 
becauſe we keep his Commandments, & do thi 
things which are pleaſing in his Sight, Ge. 
The unſpeakable joys, delightrsandraviſhi 
- Pleaſures: of this mutual Love and Friend 
between Chriſt and his Members, is ifiwarda 
ſecret; they who have not Faith, have no 
Iiſh nor knowledg of it, but yet it far eva 
thoſe Pleaſures and Delights, to which t 
abandon themſelves, and of which they hy 
ſuch a ſweet ſtrong reliſh, and deep ſenſe. 
the ſoul that by Faith feeds and feaſts i 
Spiritual Heavenly Joys and Peace, looks up 
outward Pleaſures as mean, and low, and ti 
ſient. They who judge by the outward 4 
pearance, think good Men afflicted, milan: 
and fooliſh ; and eſteem themſelves hapPVWWltr:c 
wiſe in compariſon of them; but good ini « 
know that they are miſerably deluded; fort ent 
feel and reliſn a pleaſure and happineſs, to 3 
all the Enjoyments and Pleaſures of Sence s 
Pal. 19. not to be compared: 1s any thing more Cl TY 
10. ble than gold? Is any thing ſweeter than honey* Wires, 
Judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 4 1 > | 
gether, more to be deſired are they than Gold, * f 
than much fine Gold, ſweeter alſo than Hont) Ns, 
the Honey Comb. In the Book of Canticles, Wir: | 
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. 
ting Gayeries, and amazing 
een . 4 Na vey ſet out The Stile of Solomon's 

naments of Nature, ſet out ee 
th the ſofteſt ſtrains of elo- firſt Tabernacle, and the 
ence, and tendereſt expreſſions carnal Ordinances of that 
delight, are imployed to re- worldly Sanctuary, which 
cent, as ſenſibly as is poſſible, . oy 42 — 
incomprehenſible Beauties and tppiſted and figurel ß; 
ries © which Faith beholds earthly things: It's hard 
him whom the Soul Loves; and to hit upon the particular h 
declare the Raviſhing delights bleſſings or ſpiritual com- 
complacency of the Soul in pores an Exnteft 5 
Mm. Moreover, becauſe ſenſi- this Song; (and if ſome 

: L 3 » 

ny. Pleaſures.are {o much admir d, of them, beſides the ge- 
Iuniverſally known, ſo earneſtly neral ſcope, have any ſuch 
l paſſionately deſired, and Lov- Pages One 8 
, and yield the moſt moving nh 115 chives t ied | 
| Raviſhing delights ; the Mu- by ſome of the Ordinan« 
i Expreſſions, Joys, and Com- ces and Ceremonies of 

| : TENG bis Temple. And the 
[eof the Ancient Prophets does repreſent ſpiritual things under 
figure of earthly things: Thus Idolatry is uſually reproved un- 
tthe Notion of Adultery, Iſa. 57. 7, 8, Cc. and the Spiritual Bleſ. 
of the Goſpel, are declared and foretold in the guiſe of Tem- 
Wl Mcrcies ; and the Triumphs and Victories of Chriſt over the 
tual Enemies of his Kingdom, by the Deſtruction of Temporal 
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Mes. 5 

Ioreover, the ſpirit of Religion has ſuch a ſimplicity and Diſ- 
ard of the Vanities and Cuſtoms of this World, as be beft 
teſented dy the Pleaſures of the Shepherd, and not of the 
tier; arid by the ſoft Scenes of the Field, of a pleaſant 
len or Paradiſe, which entertain an innocent ſimple Mind, with 
lhts and Joys unexpreſſible; that are pure and natural, with- 
Ly mixture of Remorſe and Alloy; and not by the dazling 
Ines, the pampering Dainties, and the fooliſh Noiſe and Tu- 
kak a Court, which degrade Reaſon, diſturb the innocent Re- 
t of the Mind, and cannot be enjoy'd, but at the Expence of Re- 
u. Hence Obteſtations are made, not by the terrible black 
ties, or ſenſual gods and Delights of the Courtier, but by the 
ant Roes and Hinds of the Field. 


forts, 


. 5E oN T3 
_ of the tendereſt, heartieſt Love b 1 
1 Spouſe and her Beloved, Cevkrnnty with 
Cordials, and chearing Advantages of ki 
and refreſhing ententainment, and »inflan 
with the moſt engaging perſonal Charm g 
tivating Graces and Ornaments, that the m 
_ exuberant Fancy can deviſe ; expreſſed 
Language, free and kind, - ſoft” and tend 
tweet and charming, as the unreſerved'q 
tirements, and endearing whiſpers of the n 
Paſſionate Lovers, and, embeliſhed with 
_ loftieſt ſtrains of Eloquence, /reeommend 
and ſweetned with a moſt taking 2himing 
Words, are made uſe of, to ſet forth liyelyg 
intelligibly, the unſpeakable Joys, the refre 
ing, enlivening comforts, and ſpiritual deligli 
of that ſincere Divine Love and Friend 
which are between Chriſt and his Members 
thoſe familiar ſenſible Repreſentations, w 
we can eaſily enter into, clear up, and if 
much help and ſtrengthen aur dark Conf 
ons, and underſtanding of Spiritual Joys 
Delights; and increaſe our Faith in the find 
Love, tender relenting kindneſs, and fig 
laſting Friendſhip of Chriſt our Lord; Wl 
yatchful mercy, and wiſe Care towards us, 
ceed our apprehenſions and imaginations hall 
and heighrned, as much as is poſlible, bf 
1 moſt ſenſible affecting refledion of this K 
. 42. 5. Aud as the Bridegr oom rejoyceth over the Int 
| ſhall thy God rejoyoe over thee. 

It is evident from what hath been aid, 
Faith is the Fountain and Source, through x 
Patience, Self-denial, Devotion, 9 
mindedneſs, Love to God, Joy in N 
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gere reſolution, obedience to all his Laws, 
naturally ung and flow; which Languiſn 
{ decreaſe, or flouriſn and increaſe, accor- 

zo as it ebbs and flows: Or theſe are the main 

ts and effential ingredients of a true Chri- 

bn Faiths for as it is the condition of our Sal 
tion, the Eſſence thereof depends upon Gods © 

od Pleaſures; and whatever he wills to be 

ned with it, or hath made inſeparable from 

as ſuch;Þelongs to its Eſſence, or it has no 

ſence at All. I conclude with the Collect of 
IK Day. . Firſt Sunday in Lent. 8 N f Thel. 1 


Forty Nights; give us Grate to uſe ſuch abſti- tis natura 


e, hat our Fleſh being ſubdued to the Spirit; thef. 95. 
: * may ever obey Godly motions in righ: eouſutſs Pags x1 


true holineſs, to thy Honour and Glory, who Siimiliter 
and reis neſt with the Father and the Holy e og 
bf, one God, World without end, Amen. fit actus 

& eſſentialis? Afficmant viri doctiſſimi, Chamierus, Wondol- 


. lee dla. | 
0 Lord, who for our ſake didft faſt Forty bf Taſtifican- ; 


c. ali vero negant. Quantum ad me attinet, puto hic eſſe aliquT 1 


. 8 ſinctione opus. Fides enim poteſt duplici modo ſumi; primo pre- | 
| e ſecundum id quod habet a {pe Charitate; ac reliquis Chriftia« |= 
Hel irtutibus diſtinctum. Hor ſenſu, amor non eſt fidei actus forma ll 
bed ad aliam virtutem, nempè charitatem pertinet. Secundo, = 
is KS umitur pro aggregato plurium actuum, five: habituum, qui | 
Bride Mprchenduntur ſub nomine fidei per charitatem operantis. Et ita 
| £119; reformati notant ſe fidem ſumere in hac queſtione, nem 
7 MN pro uno actu vel Habitu ſimplici, ſed pro complexo plurium 
ud, um & bit e FW 
gn WO /e modo quo fides juſtificet, Theſ. 30. pag. 245. Immo, quum I 
feen en fidem juſtificare dicimus, ne id quidam fiznificamus, ſo- 1 
u. Je n credendi adtum precise ſumptum, prouc adtibus amoris & ſpet w i 
ak Penitur, & diſtinguitur @ reſipiſeentia five pœnitentia, eſſe condi- "i 
tionem, i 
i * : N 
LES "i 
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Bay tionem, 5 m novum Fcedus ſide Evangelium poſtulat, | 
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neri non poteſt, & quæ non minus quam fides, ad Ham prov 
tur, licet illam nec efficiat, neque promereatur, quopertinerq 
dicit Chriſtus apud Lucam, Niſ reſipiſcatis omnes ſimiliter peribitis, 


= = Almighty and everlaſtin God who hateſt nat 
7 that thou haſt made, & doſt 1 the ſins of ali 
that are Penitent; Create and make in us nen 
contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting on 
and ackowledging our Wretchedneſs, may obtai 

thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remiſſun 
forgiveneſs, through eſus Chriſt our Lord, All 
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Rom. 2. 28. PAY 
_— . 3 80 TO. Wort - . 
Man is juſtified a by F. aith, 9 
without the .deeds of the Law. = 


* 
* 


TOTHING does more corrupt and per- 
vert the Mind of Man than Pride, 
whereby Men imagine that they de- 


e the: Bleſſings of God, challenge them as 
oe them, and mürmur and repine againſt 
if he do not order and govern the World, 

ll a ſpecial regard to their ſawey, childiſſt | 

8 5 1 "Humours, . 2 Sr 


. 
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290 SER MON 

| Humours, cauſing the whole Courſe of Ni: 
ture to be ready at the Beck of their 
ſilly peeviſh Luſts: Through Pride, Men 
call in queſtion the Juſtice of God's Pro- 
ceedings to them, complain of the Burde 
of his Laws, of the heavineſs of lis Yoke 
and withdraw their Shoulder, and ſhake it 
off and aſſume to themſelves the Praif 
and Honour which be due to God. Me 
through Pride deſpiſe the Wiſdom of God 
prefer the fooliſh conceits and imagins 
tions of their carnal mind, to the pla 
directions and Inſtructions of his Word 
and ridicule and ſpurn at every thing 
the ever bleſſed God, in his Works, « 
in his Word, which is above their con 
prehenſion. Men through Pride defpiſe 1 
vealed Religion, Blaſpheme the Holy Gho 
charging upon the word of God revel 
by nim much folly, nonſenſe, many 
ſurdities and contradictions. ThroughPri 
men are inſolent, contentious, and 
merciful. Pride was a main cauſe of 
Rom. 1. Infidelity and rejection of the Gentiles: 1 
21. 22. feſſing themſelves to be Wiſe they became ju 
23. &c. An changed the Glory of 4 incorrupt 
| God into an Image made like to corruſt 
man, and to birds, &c: Wherefore God alſo 
them up to uncleanneſs, &c: Pride was a Bl 
cauſe of the Infidelity and rejection 
the Jews who would not ſtoop ſo low 
the Law of Faith required: For they # 
Nom. 10. 3. ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going 
2 to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, 
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, [united themſelues to the righteouſneſs 


he cauſe of that ungodlineſs and profane- 


0 es, that ſhall overflow the World in the 
10 days: Many are the miſeries and ca- 
de nities which the pride of Man does occa- 
and bring upon him Many great mi- 
„ ſhall be done unto them, that in the latter 
Fo mes ſhall dwell in the World, becauſe they 
„ walked in great pride. The legal tighte= 
es which the Jews ſought after, tends 
1. increaſe this diſeaſe, and to heighten 
N pride of Men; whereas the rigte- 
1 wſneſs which is of God through Faith, 
d ies down the haughtineſs and high ima- +4 
on ntions of Man's heart, and humbles them | 
le ſight of God. The Apoſtle having ; 
ved that we have nothing at all to boaſt 
oF lory in before God ; from thence con- 
des, that we are Juſtified by Faith with- 
* t the works of the Law: Where is boaſt- 
4 en?  /t is excluded; By what Law ? 


f Works? Nay, but by the Law of Faith. 2 
erefore we conclude that a man is TFuſti- 
by Faith withont the deeds of the Law. 
we BI Jews ſought to be ſaved by the 
of the Law „ without Faith; the 
Karzing Chriſtians, like the Papiſts, did 
| of pound the matter, mingling both to- 
er: In oppoſition to both, the Apoſtle 
ms that we are juſtified by Faith with- 
t Works; the right underſtanding of this 
ne nent is of the greateſt Importance, and 
] 2 | mew: 7 


% +. 


NP 5, 4 8 AY © Þ; 9a, * 
uſeful to lay open the meaning of mau e 
Texts of Scripture, I come now to the, lie 
Feet LV TI , ae 
3. Head which 1 propoſed to be d 1 
courſed to, viz. to explain Chriſtian fai ke 
as it is aſſerted in Scripture , in oppoſiti 


— BA > WEEDS 


to merit, and the works of the Law: | But 
the handling of this point, I ſhall obſenf 7” 
this method, ee 
Ws et | | 12 

| 1 ht 6% 
(.) 1 ſhall explain ſome terms made uſe 1 . 
in Scripture on this ſubject. 7 5 
. ; : = —_—— 
(2.) I ſhall lay before you the ſtate of tf Fbe 


Controverſie, upon which the Apoſtle rea Fe 
againſt the Jews, and Judaizing Chriſtians n 


( 3.) I ſhall explain ſome of theſe ar N 
ments which are allodged by the Apoſtle Ares 
confute the falſe opinions of the - Jews, Will, 
eſtabliſn the Truth. | 


5 (4- ) I ſhall make application. | Gif 


(1.). As to the explanation of Ter 
any bleſſing or benefit ſaid to be of the . 
or of works, is reckoned a debt, a Jul. Wc. 
yard upon the account of antecedent = 
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which may he. challenged as of right, and 
which God cannot withheld without inju- 
tice, from them who have ſuch merit; 
either make others who want it to 
tem, without violating the Laws of Natu- 
yl equity to the diſcouraging of Virtue. 


But what in Scripture, is ſaid to be of 
ke promiſe ;, of him that calleth of. the pur- 
ſe of God ; Gf Election; or according to the 
tion of Grace; to be of God; of the grace 
Cod, of the eledtion of God in Chriſt; of 
wth; of God's W according to the 
d pleaſure of his Will; to be according to 
| purpoſe of him, who worketh all things, ac- 
arg to the counſel of his own will; &c. 


W--counted a free Gift of God, which he 
beſtow, as he in is Wiſdom and Mer- 


thinks fit; without being determined to 
ker ſome races of Men, or ſome particulax 
ons before others, upon the icore of Me- 
| Theſe expreſſions in the Epiitles on 
Argument, import and ſignifie as much 
eyeral of our Bleſſed Saviour's Parables 
the Goſpel, upon the ſame Suhject: As 
example, the Parable concerning the La- 
irers: Mat. 20. That God prevents all 
ln, is Debtor to no Man, but diſpenſeth 
Gifts and Graces to Jews and Gentiles 
r the eaven uniform impartial methods 
tis Wiſdom and Mercy; according as 
purpoſed in himſelf before the World 
s And no race of Men nor particular 
ton has reaſon to complain: I it not 
U 3 lawful 
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lat. 20. lmf for me to do what I will with my om 
= * I thine Eye Evil becauſe I am good? Now 
am. 4. 4h im that wor ker h, is the Reward not ret lin 

of grace, but of debt. But to him that my 
eth not, but belicveth on him that Juſtiſed 
Vngodly, his Faith is counted for righteouſy 
Even 55 then at this preſent time alſo, there 
remnant according to the Election of Gri 
and if by grace, then it is no more of War 
etherwiſe grace is no more grace: but if i 
of works, then it is no more grace; othern 
work is no more work, | * 


5. 


Rom. 11. 
357 C. 


2. What is ſaid to be of the Fleſh, | 
after the fleſh, is reckoned to be of 
ſelves, or of our own ſtreagth, without 
help of God's Grace, and to have confidet 
in the Fleſh, is to have confidence in 
ſelyes, or in ſome carnal Priviledges. N 
the Works of the Law are underſtood tt 
of the Fleſh, or of our ſelves, without 
help of Grace. 


* 


But what is ſaid to be of God, of 

Spirit, or after the Spirit, is accounted 

be of the Grace and Power of God; and 

Gal. >. 2. Works of thoſe two Principles are op 

2 | 5 

3. to one another; and the children of 
Gal. 4. 23-fleſh, who are born after the fleſh, are 
29 poſed to the Children of the Promiſe, 
Joh. 1. 13. are born after the Spirit, and not of l 
ner of the will of the fleſh, nor of the wil 


man, but of God. And the Children of 
_ TOll 
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promiſe, that is all, whether Jews or Gen- 
les that imitate the Faith of Abraham, be- 
cauſe they have the Inheaitance, and the 
priviledges of Children, by the Election of 
Grace, are called the Ele#, to oontradiſtin- 
zum them from the Jews, the Children of 
the Fleſh ; who would have appropriated the 
laheritance and Bleſſings of God to them- 
ſelyes, becauſe they were deſcended of A. 


mere come of Abraham as to the Fleſh, and 
to fome external carnrl Priviledgds and Pre- 


eminencies which were peculiar to them as 
=_ gh 


3. That Righteouſneſs which 1s of the 
law, or through the Works of the Law; is 
of the Fleſh, or our ſelves, without the 


m *Righteouſneſs; and merits the Favour 
ad Bleffings of God; for Moſes deſcribeth 


them, 5 


e Man which doth theſe things ſhall live by 


But that Righteonſneſs 


bod, freeing us from the 


U 4 


" * 9 2 2 * 1 * n * 5 ben 6 Ark das r — * 4 . N : | 
ARTE REO ; 88 W * * e F e renne ENTER 
5 7 * 5 . n * > i 7 T 
* L | Th 2 . * * ka 
, - 4 en . 7 - 
s * a * 


haham; annexing the Promiſes to them that 


kelp of Grace, which is therefore called our 


te Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, that 
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which 1 | Theſ d. Le Blanc de Fu- 

h is of the Grace cf ſtitiæchriſti imputatione th.2 3. 
: | l pag. 270. Cum vero fileles in 
tollution and the guilt of Scriptura ſacra e jufth 
un, In ſanctifying our Na- 1 nominentur, aten: us: 
ure, and reſtoring us to the £544 reformate doiteres ap- 


383 pellationem iſtam ordina ie non 
* of God; is called God's yu; 4 Chriſti Faſcitia infi 
rcon eſs, or the right eonſ- donata atque imputata tan quam 


neſi 


4 forma, qug dam, que, . licer 
externs fit, ipſos tamen denomi- 
net: Seil potius d juſtitia oF 
ſanctitate illa ad quam per 
Chrifti gratiam & mritum 
renovati ſurt; adeoque fideles 
recte quidem & vere dici per 
& propter Chrifls ꝓuſtitiam & 
ohedicmiam FuStificari & ju- 
os conſtitui, non tamen ab illa 
tanquam à forma quadam juſtos 
ſanctoſque vominari; ſed cau- 
ſam formalem illius denomina- 
rionis eſſe jiiftitiam que nobis 
inhæret. 

Theſ. de uſtitia por gra. 
tiam fidelibus inbærente Theſ. 
I. 2. p. 264. Quandoquidem 
N Dei vox eff ex eo 
quod fideles* 4 juſtitia ip ſis 
inhærente ſunctos © juſſos de- 
nominit, certum eſt illos tales 
apud deum cenfert, & revera 
ſanctos atque juflos efſe, non 


fclum Corani hominibus, & ec- 


rum opinibne, ſed etiam dei ip. 
fius judicio, Luke 1. 5. 
Th. 13. 14. Sanfitas & 
juſtitia quam in fidelibus for- 
mat & efficit Spiritus ſanctus, 
eft vera ac ſincera, non fimula- 
za C Hypocritica, & cum in 
ea fit quoddam imitamentum, 
fe militudo quædam ipſius ſanct i- 
ratis © Futltnia diving fieri 
non poteſt quin deo placcat, to 
trobetur qu! eam nen tantum in 
hoc ſœculo ſed etiam in futuro 
magntfice remmeraiur, Prov. 
13. 21. Of pietas, qua ſan- 
atrare © juſtitza ills conſ at, 
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.neſs of God; Or. the righreuMyucte 


neſs of Faith; or the ruhe Rit 
oufeſs that 7 if Gol ee. 
Faith, Rom. 10. 3. For Mis 
being ignorant of God's Rigi is 
ouſneſs, aud going abont to ef lan 
bliſh their own RighteonſnMlry ©: 
have not . themfelvW Pro 
unto the righteouſneſs of Ce ma 
Phil. 3. 9. And being fu lere. 
in him, not having mine re fr 
righteouſneſs, which i of Ol 
lam, but that which is throuMCr. | 
the faith of Chriſt, the righ d to 
ouſneſs which is of God by fa. by 
And this, becauſe that Rig God 
teouſncſs, or our juſtification 
is not of our ſelves; nor , 1 
the Perfection of eur Obe 
ence, and entire conform 
to the Law; but ofthe Grafiſi,..;. 
of God in Chrift, freeing e. 
from the penal Obligation Vers 
of the Law to fin and Dea 77 
. ; 22 
and re- enſtating us in the Nr 
vour of God, and entitliſ ab, 
us to all the Priviledges bon 
the Chlldren of God, n 
much as if we were innocg e 
through a perfect. Obedieq he 
to the Law. Therefore eng the 
Faith of the true Chriſtiqg'ter; 
1. e. the Grace of God in 3 
Power and effects in him, We; 


COul 


A — - 2 
promiſtones. habet non - ſolam 
hujus ſed future vita, 1 Tim. 


4. 8. qumque deus olim vivgs 


sSEARMON 
mated and imputed to him 
jr Righteouſneſs : For Chriſt 
rells in us by his Spirit, & menus Fudicabit, ufs 
is made ours by Faith; 12 fidelium reflimonium ſolen- 
d-is ſaid to be the end of ne perbibebit, eamque gor am u- 


lam for righteouſneſs to e- 
my one that believeth; i. e. 
e Promiſes, through Chriſt, 


re free from'fin,þy per- 
t Obedience to the Law, 
(or. 1. 30. And we are 


by the gface and mercy 


made good to him that 
leveth, as much as: if he 


d to be juſtified by Faith; / 


niverſo mundo laudaturus 74 


præmiaturus eft vita & gloria 


#tern4. quam gratuito promi 
omni bus qui uli & anttitz- 
ti ſtudent, FD . 

Theſ. 31. 36, 37. Juſſitia 
quam fidelihus indit ſpirits 
ſanctus eſt imperfecta & varii 
lapfibus obſcurarg nems poteſt 
vi propriæ juſtitiz & bonarum 


uorum ope rum cor am . 
iribunali dei confiſtere & ferre 
igidum judicii dei examen ſed 


Cod through Faith. 


rt 

fideles egem divina clementia 

VV delictorum ſuarum venia & re- 

ine, Pal. 120, 3. Joh. 9. 1. Pſal. 143. 2. & Remiſſio illa re- 

umſtri plane gratuita eſt idęne ſcriptura manifeſto docet tot ies repetit 

mulcar nos ſaluari & juftifteart por dei gratiam &. un ex qperibss: 

ue Chriſti paſſio & obedientia uſque ad mortem crucis unicum Eſt 

neritum, quo deus mwetur tum ad fœæditatem peccati per ve 

ritentiam . efficaciam ſpiritus ſancti tollendum & nos ab e juſdgm 

b liberandos theſe de modo quo peccatum tollitur injuſtis Theſ. 8. pag. 

Ja. Davenantius Sari bur ienſis Epiſcopus, in Trafua de Fuſtitia 

ni & actunli Concedimus efſe in omnibus juſtificatis juſtitiam qu in- 

nb entem, quam fi formalem cauſam ſtatuant juſtificationis ¶ liceat 
bcabwum procudere) haud repugnabi mus, jcd predictæ juſtificationir, 
reſpondent ſtricto examini cæleſtis judicis, nes ſormalis, nec meritoris 
„ um TIE = 


are who are of the Opinion, that juſtiſication imports a judi- 
LAbſolution upon a perfect Innocency, uſe ſuch expreſſions cen - 
ng the imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; as ſeem to imply 
tthe righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to us, in ſuch manner, 
be reckon d the inherent diſpoſition, and real performance of 
Soul, as much, as the corruption of our Nature, and the bad 
ces that flow from it, derived on us from our fixſt Parents. 


For 
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For ſay they; as we ſinned in Adam, fo we have obeyed the gy | 
Law in Chriſt, and are perfectly innocent in him. This impie Sit 
groſs a contradittion as Tranſubſtantiation does; for the gif in 
ons and obedience of Chriſt's Humane Nature, are no more t at 
herent Difpoſitions and real Performances of the Children of Men 0 
than the Bread and Wine in the Sacrament, are his real Fleſh tur 
Poſition can in no wiſe be collected or deduced from the 5. * 
| | | Iitan 


Scriptures, 
OE pre | 
d. 2 


ruck 
The / 


on! 
ect 
fore 
alon, 
. 
d Fou 
Aon, « 
reneſs 
bears 


His Obedience is made ours, and is/imputed to us, as his 
and Sufferings are in their Merrits and Efficacy; not as if every 
liever did dle in Chriſt, to expiate the Sins of the World, « 
_ make ſatisfaction for his own ſins. The Fleſh and Blood of C 
are impatted to us in their Merits and Virtue, but not in thei 
ſubſtance; yet their Virtue and Merits ere as effectually mate 
by Faith, as if the real ſubſtance of his 'Fleſh and Blood had 
ours. The Perſonal Righteouſneſs and Obedience of Chriſt 
"inſeparable from him, as the accidents of Bread and Wine are 
them. But the imputation of it in its Vrtue and Merit, 
effectual as to all the Intents and Purpoſes of Religion, as1if 
Obedience of Chriſt had been the real performance of ever 
of us: And thus our fins are imputed to Chriſt, in thei 


Deſervings and Puniſhmemt; and we ſinned in Adam, as tbe int 
and Fountain from which all ſpring, and derive the Corruptid mage 
our Nature, who is the Figure cf him that was to come en 
we are righteous in Chriſt, after the ſame manner, from WM" ine 
we derive the reſtoration of our Nature, and the forgiven: '*** 
Sin. We are in the firft Adam by Nature, but we are nds; 
into the ſecond Adam by Grace; and the Righteouſneſs' an" nd 
which are of him, are the free Gift of God, who is the l 3 
both of Nature and Grace. The firft Adam was made 4 Witt 
foul the laſs Adam was made a quickening ſpirit ; but nt « p Subj 
fence, ſo alſo is the free gift; for if through the offence of ont, p to 
be dead: much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, The 
hy one man Feſus Chrijt, bath ahounded unto may. hy 
But to affirm that Chrift's perfect Obedience is imputel 4 nfer 
for our juſtification ; while we are in the Fleſh, or in d 1 G 
fore we be grafted into Chriſt, and regenerate by his Spirit me 
that we ate juſtified by God, as if we were perfectly inn 3 


while our Minds are alienated from God, and under the con. wy 
| | 9 


—W 4190 
Sia, is an Aſſertion that ſubverts the whole Scape and De- 
n of our Religion; reconciles God to fin, and inveſts the Limbs 
Foatan with all the divine Bleſſings and Priviledges of the Chil- 
ren of Cod: And as this is vcry oppalite and contrary to the 
ture of God, and contradicts the plain Inſtructions of our ho- 
Religion; ſo it is much more unagreeable and uncouth to the 
pprebenſions and Temper of every ſincere Chriſtian, than Tran- 
tantiation, and is like to find eaſſeſt acceſs to thoſe Minds, who 
pre Reaſon to wiſh it true, ſeeing. they are eſtranged from 
bod, and diſlike and hate the ** and holy, but plain 
iſructions and Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion. 


The Avouchers of this Opinion, firſt from ſome metaphorical Ex- 
Mons in Scripture, collect and prove the imputation of Chrift's 
ect Righteouſneſs in their Senſe, in order to our Juſtification 
fore God; and then, without any Warrant from Scripture or 
don, make Inferences from the nature of our juſtification, 
at a perfect Righteouſneſs and abſolute Innocency is the Cauſe 
d Foundation of it, without any conſideration of our ſanctiſi- 
jon, of an inherent Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, and the for- 
ſenels of fin; without all regard to theſe, a Man, even while 
bears the Image of the Devil, being under the Dominion, 
in the pollution of fin, before he be born of God, and have 
mage re imprinted upon him, may be juſtified by the im. 
ation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs : Theſe Men are bold Adven- 
rs indeed, who found the juſtification of wicked ungodly Men, 
| venture the Salvation of their Souls upon ſuch lender 
nds; yet they run ſo great a hazard, not out of love to 
and the honotir of his Holineſs, but out of love to fin, and 
Intereſts and Advantages; for they have a great mind to be 
Rl with their ſins about them; and their canting Style on 
$ Subjeſt, and on the love of Chriſt, is compoſed to betray 


n into dangerous Errors. 


The impatation of Chrift's Righteouſneſs for our juſt ification 
their Senſe, is an act depending upon the Free-will of God; 
et inferences can be drawn from the nature of it, ſeeing it 
what God pleaſes, and wills it to be: We may infer from 


0 kw ; l VM a 

ri infinite Purity and Perfection of the Divine Nature, that 
yes u. cannot love fin, nor be reconciled to Men while they love 
„do nd hate his holy Laws; but we are. altogether in the 


„ as to theſe things which depend upon God's good plea- 
8 jure 3. 
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mination of his Will'concerning them; the imputation of Chrif 
| Righteouſnefs for our juſtification, is of God's free mercy, 
_ the Qualifications, Limitations, and Conditions he may thi 


of Hel, and believe in him whoſe Grace ſrees us from fin, a 
of Heaven; and Faith is counted for Kighteouſhels to th 
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Rh, - and can know nothign of them unleſs he reveal the 


nit 
Me; 
ine F 
| Ing 
nct1! 
t. Of 


fit to bring, it under, lie altogether hidden from us, in the 
ternal purpoſe of his good pleaſure ; and we can fav no 
bable Conjectures about them, nor knowledge of tt ſeeingt f 
depend upon the Arbitrary Determination of his Will; | 
upon his revealing his Will concerning them; and he hath 
reakd to us very plainly, that a fincere conftant Obedience 
his holy Laws through Faith, is the Condition upon which lf 
may expect to be received into his Favour ; and whoſoever | 
net this Faith, 10 7 1 4 . e x is exprt 
id, Nom. 4. 5. That God juſtißeth t podly ; the mean 
_ we muſt not. feek to be ſaved by own Works 4 
kits, but acknowledge that we are by Nature ungodiy and He 


makes us the Children of God, and Inheritors of the KRI 
whom the Law, which requires a perfect innocency, condemn} 


ungodly to everlaſting miſery; and the Apoſtle proceeds. 

— a Text out of the Plains, to en Tukificatin if 
3 NR we 
| 8 y 
4. If Juſtification import à ſtri& Examin * 

tion upon the terms of the Covenant lig: 
Works, and a judicial Abſolution upon *. 
perfect Innocency, then a ſanctifylng Fall. © 
and the good Works and Ohediedce wil 1 f 
are of it, can in no wiſe avail us; but fi br Pe 
a juſtification is of Works, or of the Lan  : 
and the Apoſtle proves that no Man Mimi 

be juſtified that way, beeauſe all have ſinneg. ; 


But if juſtification import our freed( 
from the Pollution and Guilt of Sin, by ! 
Grace of God, ſanctifying our Nature, 1 
entitling us to all the Promiſes of tlic G. 
pel through Faith; and a judicial Abt 
tuition upon the terms of the Goſpel 3 

ſanctifyi 
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— . 
acifying Faith, or a Faith working by 
e; and theſe Works which are the ge- 
me Fruits and effects of it, are a main part 
Ingredient. of a juſtifying Faith, and our 
ntification and good Works are of Faith, 
„ of the Grace and Merit of Chriſt, or 
the Promiſe, as much as the forgiveneſs 
sin: And all Merit is altogether incon- 
tent with, and contrary to a ſanctifying 
ith, as appears from what hath been faid, 
d from what was cited out of Le Blanc, 
b. 264. 265. and {hall be farther confirm- 

| in the proſecution of this Argument. 
r Oberg. 2, & F. p. 264. 270. = 
„Faith. is the Condition of the Covenant of 
ace, whereby we diſclaim all Merit, all con- 
knce in our ſelves, or in our Doings ; where- 
we acknowledge our Miſery and Danger, 
[fly for refuge to the Promiſes, and depend 
an them, which are made good to us, both 
to our Souls and Bodies, according to our 
ith; For the Truth and Wiſdom of God 
engaged, to perform his part of the Cove- 
at, to all them that believe in Chriſt. i. e. 
kt fulfil the Condition which he requires on 
ir Part. This humble Faith which diſcards 
Irown Righteouſneſs, and takes hold of the 
bmiſes; that is, of the vighteouſne ſs of God, CE 
fd, to be imputed to us for nig hteouſueſs; i. e- | - 

d according to the great Mercy and Grace Y 
the New-covenant, wherein he hath made ' 
to truſt; or according to our Faith in him, 
kes good his Promifes to us; and does not 5 
appoint us. Now they, who throngh Faith 

the Promiſes, take much pains to ſerve and 
obey 


a2 perfect Obedience, under no leſs pen 
than cternfl damnation, without aftord 
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SERMON X. 
obey God, deny themſelves worldly Plea 
and Comforts, and undergo much troub i 
if they ſhould miſs the Promiſes, ſhould hy 
good reaſon to complain againſt God, for d 
appointing and deceiving them: But th 
who do not believe i. e. do not perform t 
condition of the Covenant of Grace, have 
right to the Promiſes. They, through! 
delity, reject the Promiſes, and chuſe rat 
to part with all Intereſt in them, than 
nounce and Forſake the Pleafures and Pro 
of Sin, and encounter and overcome the l 
ficulties and Diſcouragements of a holy Li 
they do not depend nor truſt on God'sP 
miſes; and therefore cannot complain, y 
they do not obtain them, that God dilappoi 
or Dcceives them. And let us obſerve, h 
Juſtly, in the reaſonings of the Apoſtle 
own Righteouſneſs, or that righteouſneſs wi 
of the Law, is oppoſed, to that righteoul 
which is of an humble Faith, Phil. 3. 9. 

2. As to the ſtate of the Controverſie, ! 
which the Apoſtle Reaſons, I ſhall- com 
hend and explain it in the following f 
culars. | 
. 1, The Apoſtle confiders all that are 
in Chriſt, as under the Law, andObl 
tions of the Covenant of Works made 
Adam in the ſtate of Innocency: Fol 
is by Chriſt alone, that any of the) 
of Mankind are releaſed from the ſtrid 
juſt exactions of the Law, which reg 
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jelp of Grace, or admitting repentanee. 


The Law of Faith requires not a per- 
but à ſincere Obedience, andtenders 
| exhibits to us the | Aſſiſtance of Divine 
ce, and the remiſſion of ſins. | 
ſhe Reward that is of Works, or of the Ther. d. 
V is of debt; which Juſtice and equity Le Blanc | 
, r 
The Reward that is of Faith, is ofGrace, uf 
ch Faith claims by Vertue of the Promiſe. Thel. 32, 
The Infidelity of the Jews deprived 32, 34 
m of Grace, and of all Benefit by Chriſt: 35, 36,37. 
they ſought to be ſaved by their own | 
ks, and meritorious performances; but 
Law of Works, to which their Infide- 
did inevitably ſubject them, and by the 
ur and methods whereof they ſought 
tk faved, admitted not of the leaſt de- 
x of Merit or Righteouſneſs, but upon 
erect unſinning Obedience; and being 
me and Gentiles, are Sinners; no Man 
de juſtified or ſaved by the Law. Yea, 
if Men could have been ſaved by the 
; that is, the Moſaical Inſtitution 
wut Chriſt, then Chriſt had died in 
„ and Faith would have been void, and 
Promiſes : of none effect: FF righteo wſneſs 
t by the Lam, then Chriſt is dead in vain; 
if they which are of the Law be heirs Faith 
de void, and she Promiſe made of none effect. 
L 2.21, Rom. 4. 14. Ei N 
the Caſe in his reaſonings with the Ju- 
ung Chriſtians is the ſame; who meant 
the works of the Law, to make up the 
ies of the Grace of God in Chriſt. 
W the Works of the Law could no other- 
| viſe 
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J SERMON |K: 
ES wiſe avail to Juſtification , and be aſſi 
unto Faith than as they were Meritorin 

But if Men could merit the Bleſling | 

Favour of God, there ſhould be no 3 

of Grace at all: For if they cannot a0 


3 themſelves of the e of the 7 5 
2 tmten they are lyable to its Penalties, WM; 
can have no degree of merit or Legal ria 


ouſneſs at all; if they fulfil the Lay; 

afiſwer its Obligations, then their Rey 

is of Debt, and not of Grace, and t 

have no need of Grace at all, fo that! 

rit, or the Righteouſneſs of the Law; 

the Righteouſneſs of Faith, can no wis 

Rom. 11. s. compounded and mingled together, 

Gal. 2:21-p]together void one 7 5 40 not 

ſtrate thegrace of God; for if Rightea 

ek b & ry then Chriſt 'is dead in 1 

And there is no juſtification by the L 

. of the Law, without fulfilling the w 

Rom. 3. Law, which no Mar is ble to do: B 

9,20. Lam all the World is guilty before Gad, th 

fore by the deeds of the Lam there ball w 

be Juſtiſied in his ſight + For by the Lani 

*® Knowledge of ſm. For as many as art 

h works of the law, are under the Curſa, ® 
Gal. 3.10,%5 written, curſed is every one that co 

notin all things which are written in the Book 

Law to do them. Wherefore the judal 

Chriſtians who taught the neceſlity of 

cumciſion, and the obſervance of the 

3 brought themſelves under Obligations t0! 

Aàperfect Obedience to the Law, by which" 

4 ever ſeeks to be ſaved, he falls from 

4 Srace of Ged, which is not needful, al 
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ic d ts him Srand faſt there 27 * in Ie Gal. 5 11 
Wert wheremith Chriſt hath made us free, and 2. 3. 45 | 
int entangled again with the yoke, of Ban- 3 
fig (Seeing Chriſt hath made us free front” «i 
ie Bondage of Sin and Satan, that the Law 
ſbected us to, let not us return to it a“ — 
* behold," I Pall fay unto you, that if ye be 
rumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit ou nothing. For 
lee again to every man, hs 15 eircimciſed, 
ut he is a Debter to Do the whole law. Chriſt is. 
rome of no effect to you, whoſoever of you are 
ified by the lam, ye are fallen from grace, 
juſtification by the Works of the I Aw, (com- 
chending the Whole Law, both Moral and 
remonial) or by the A ate Diſpenſation 
the Law, upon the ſtore of Merit, or upon 
Foundation and Obligation of the Cover * 
ut of Works, that is without Chriſt, makes 7 
Id the Grace of God, diſanuls the Promiſes AJ 
Goſpel of Chriſt, which the Mofaical Law i 
Id not do, ſeeing the Promiſes were con- 
ted of God in Chrift, to Abraham, by Cir- 
Icifion, four Hundred and thirty Years be- 
the Law : Brethren, J "ſpeak after the mane 
F men; though is be but a mans. tonnes, ts. 
if it be confirmed, no man difanulleth 
kth thereto. Nom to Abraham 2 his fad, 
t the Promiſes made; he ſayerh not and to 
b, as of many; but as of one, and to thy ſeed, 
ky is Chriſt. And this i fay, that the covenant 
| was confirmed before of God in Chrift;the Law, 
th was four hundred and thirty years after, 
not diſanul, that it ſhould make the promiſe 4 
ine effect; for if the inheritance be of the law, it 
more of Promiſe; but God gave it ro Abraham 
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4 © 01.» by: promiſe. , But the Law was not contrary tc 
ll the grace of the Goſpel, neither did it difan 
| nul the Promiſes, by being ſufficient of it & 
without them, to give life and Salvation; hy 
ſubſervient to them, and derived its uſefi 

neſs and Efficacy from them; made us ſeal 

Gal. 3. a1, ple of the neceſſity of them, and directed 
_ to Chriſt. I the lam then againſt the promiſ 
of God? God forbid : for if there had been all 

b ven which could have Given life, verily right 
.< duſneſs ſhould have been by the law. But 
IN Scripture hath concluded all under Sin (to be ii 
4 der Sin; which, according to the Law, rende 
us obnoxious to the wrath of God; and to 

- Juſtified by the Law, is a plain contradictio 

Whereas Chriſt came not to call the Rightts 

kt but Sinners to repentance, and to Juſtifie thei 
"= godly by faith.) that the Promiſe by faith 
=—_ eſus Chriſt might be given to. them t 
believe. Wherefore the lam was our School-ma 

to bring us unto Chriſt that we might be Juſt 

by faith. So that the State of the Controverſie 

on Which the Apoſtle reaſons againſt theui 

lievingJems and judaizing Chriſtians,is thei 

Sen. 3. 15. But for the better underſtanding of 
matter, let us conſider, That the grace off 

in Chriſt; was tendered to Adam immedia 

after his Fall. That the Seed of the Wo 

| ſhould bruiſe the head of the Serpent; and 

more fully revealed to Abraham, to h 

. was confirmed by Circumciſion. The Mola 
1 Inſtitution was an imperfect Edition 01 
1 Goſpel,ſuitable to the Circumſtances ande 
dition of the Church then; its Sacrifices,! 
purifications and Ordinances, were 1 
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"SERMON X. 
preſentations and Securities of Chriſt's COM- 


e and Efficacy of Chriſt's Blood, to the Per- 


cure Knowledge of the importance of theſe 
rrformances, as they pointed at the mediati- 


tion: Vet in that dark and imperfect diſpenſa- 
n, God did accept their due performance of 


own Inſtitution and Bleſſing, inſtead of a 
re diſtinct and explicit Faith in Chriſt: So 


Ul | : d | to his pre. 
lav, that the man which doth f. e ur : Wy 2 5 
C13 F ſence, were mucb in the arks 
of | things, | ſhall live by them. 4 10 the Views theſe out war!?! 
of( W there 1s no need of theſe Purifications had to tbe if i 


'S % 7, n 5. 1, 2. &c. (Heb. 9. 13.) fr“ 
ad h faith. The Law did ty- 2 r n be. 


* : and 


g into the World, to ſuffer and die for our 
;s; and were the means of applying the Vir- 


ns, who duly and rightly performed and ob- 
red them: Though the Fews had but an 


of Chriſt, through whom they were effe- 
zal, to the remiſſion of their fins and juſtifi- 


xe ſignificant Types and Ceremonies, which 
eired their Significancy and Efficacy from 


t doing and working was un- Lev. 18. 5, Ezel 20. 
em in that Diſpenſation, 1 =_ pg: 
lead of Faith: Te ſhall there- eb. 5. 1. Ma Ade > 
LR. Tecra; and 4 worldly San- 

theep ny Statutes and my Judg- Fuary in which God dwelt, 
ts, which if a man do, he ſhall and was viſbly preſent : The 

in them. For Moſes deſcri- Jews who were to parifie 
the righteouſneſs which is of "P*mfelves outwardly, aut of 


annical Performances under P ry _ a 
8 . * . „ ITE JOHN'S an {c$ 0 e 
N. P 5 15 Laith hath 5 Children of God, the Tem- 
wen in their roomzupon whic ples of the Holy Ghoſt, vy the 
7 21ve place and diſappear, blood of Chriſt (Heb. 9.10.) 
lhe Stars do upon the riſing Mgwwuar eff Deut. 
the Sun: Now the juſt ſhall 23+ 13» 14. Num. 19. Num. 


al foretel, and give Teſti- 29, 9mm how much mere 
My to Things to be revealed all theBlgod,&c.Heb . 1 l. 22. 
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and fulfilled in the Ages to come; and the Gy 
_ Tpel fulfils and explains the Types of the Law 
10 that Judaiſm was only Chriſtianity vailed 
For they who lived under the Law, were per 
and wrapped up in Clouds andDarkneſfs,whid 
were to be diſpelled by the clear Light of th 
Goſpel: But before Faith came, we were 
under the lam, ſhut up unto the Faith, which ſha 
*aftermards be revealed. Wherefore the Lam 
our School-maſter, to bring us unto Chriſt, that 
might be juſtified by Faith. But after that Fai 
zs come, we are no longer under a School-maſ 
for ye are the Children of God by Faith in J. 
Chriſt, Gal. 4. 4, 5. Cc. The Apoſtle in 
_ reaſoning with the Judaizing Chriſtians, « 
ſputes not againſt the Works of the Law, d 
ring the, time of the Moſaical .Diſpenſatic 
before Faith came; for theſe were of Faith 
the God of Mael, through a Mediator, Gal 
19. But their Knowledge of Chriſt was 
dark, and ſcanty, and did only ſhine throu 
the Veil, and Clouds, and Types and Fig 
that their Faith 1s no Faith in compariſon 
the Faith of the Goſpel. Yet their Types 
Performances were ſubſervient and Prepara 
ry to the Faith that was to be revealed. 
theApoſtle diſputes againſt theJudaizing Cl 
ſtians, who after Faith was come, did derog 
from its ſufficiency, or rather made it all 
gether void and uſeleſs, by contending fort 
neceſſity of the Works of the Law; for in 
caſe, theſe Works were not of Faith, nor f 
{--vient to it, but were oppoſed, and cont 
ius vuiſned to Faith, and judged neceſlat] 
_ Traxe BD its Defects. The Ju Alziug Curl 


Gal. 3. 23 
24, 25 


made Faith void, that there was no com- 

(ding of this Matter; we are juſtified by 

alone, without the Works of the Law: 

the Works of the Law would avail to ſup- 

the inſuffictency of Faith no otherwiſe, 

L as they were meritorious, and not of 

% but of the Fleſh, or of our ſelves with-. 

the help of Grace. In this Debate, the 

ks of the Law are oppoſed to Faith, and 

Fleſh to the Spirit: This only would I learn | 

u received ye the Spirit by the Works of the Gal. 3. 2. 

or by the hearing of Faith ? Are ye ſo fooliſh ?.. 

ung begun in the Spirit, are ye now made per- 

by the Fleſh ? Works or doing, is oppoſed 

faith and Believing; and the Rewards be- ” 

of Debt to its being of Grace: Burt that Cal. 3. 12 

Man is juſtified by the Law in the ſight of G ad, 
—ö;—n 


. Sn R MON 1 
it is 1 25 For the Juſt ſrall live by Faith 
| Rom. +4, And the Law is not 'of Faich. But the Man tha 
Ss. * © doth them ſhall live in them. And now to bim tha 
worke th, 25 the Reward not rec koned of race, 
of debt. But to him that worketh not, . 
eth on him that juſtifieth the Ungodly, ho pre 
tends to no Merit, but acknowledges himſelft 
be a Sinner, and under the Curſe 
his Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs. \ And 
Law is oppoſed to F aith, to Grace, ry Pro 
miſe, to Chriſt, G “0. 
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(6) The Jews had a great 2 for their, 


Law, thought it impoſſible that any would 
- faved without it, and were at an end of the 
Patience when they heard of abrogating theM 
ſaicallnſtitutions. TheApoſtle concludes agi 
them that the Law had Arguments of its o 
Imperfection, and of the Neceſlity of a mc 
perfect Inſtitution, to which it was to g 
place. The Law was intended to prepare 
Church by degrees until it ſurrendred her 
toa new and compleat Diſpenſation ofRelig 
attended with far greater Meaſures of Kit 
ledge and Grace; which did neceſſarily im] 
the aboliſhing of all theſe Ordinances Wl 
were accommodated to that weak imperl 
ſtate of the Childhood and Non-age of 
Gal. 2.29. Church. For I, through the lam am dead io 
lam, that] might live unto God,and Gal. 4. 
35 45 5565 7. &c. Heb. 7.18, 19. 
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0 The Jem had an unmeaſurable venerat 
for the Ceremonial part ori their Lan, but 
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ery much neglect and diſregard. the Moral! 
W. They were zealous for the Law in che 
iter, and an eternal obſervance vf its Cere- 
i pnies, without any regard to the Spiritual 
re, and thoſe Obligations which the Spirit 
"IM God chiefly intended in the Inſtitution of 
1 He confutes and approves this, Rom. 2. 
id elſiv here. The Law as it was through their 

norance, falſe Notions, and perverſe Appre- 


* 


. f 


ons diveſted of all it views to Chriſt, and 
e grace of God in him founded upon the 
| enour and Obligations of the Covenant .of "mn 
be rks, he calls the miniſtration of Death and ; 4 
ai emnation, written and engraven in Rom. 4. 3. bk 
+ Wine (2 Cor. 3. J. 9.) becauſe the law worketh 
M th. For where no law is, there is notrangreſſi> 


And oppoſes it to the Miniſtration of the 
Ji; the glory of the law, as ro the Light, 

ee and Faith, that were intended by it 2Cor. 2. 
offs primitive Inſtitution; without what its 13, 4, 15. 
4 u obſcurity throu gh the Ignorance, Weak- 
rend perverſe Notions of Men, occationed 
ein wpprehended it to be; was no glory, if? Sg Zo 
* npared to the Goſpel: For even that which * ©* 

im made glorious, had no glory in this reſpect, by 


ſmof the glory that eæcelleth. 


dee The Jews did imagine that the Bleſſings 
,. W'?romiſes of God beloaged to them, in ex- 
lion of the Centiles, whom they very uncha- 
ably deſpiſed; and that upon the accouut of 
kir being deſcended from Abraham, and the 
erafeminences and carnal Aar eee Which 
but ere peculiar to them as his Children, aud 
951 A+. Wld 
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were very much ſcandalized at the calling 
=. the Gentiles, The Apoſtle diſproves this, an 
= | ſhews them that God did from all eternity, in 
tend to extend his Promiſes in Chriſt to t 
= Gentiles, and revealed this his Purpoſe all alonWeare 
B from the Beginning; and that the grace Mc 5 
=o God was not confirmed to the Fews, nor an 
nexed to any Priviledges peculiar to them; | 
was imparted to as many, not only of the Fen 
but alſo of the Gentiles, as ſhould believe 
Chriſt. Whom he calls the children of the in 
miſe, and the Elect; becauſe the Inheritand 
was derived upon them, not by any carnal 
ſcent or Generation, but by the Promiſe, b 
11 the election of Gods free grace, they wet 
. the Children of Abraham, as he was the Fate 
5 - of the faithful; whereas his Children, as tot 
fleſh, were not heirs, but were rejected f 

their Infidelity. 5,1 5 
Having thus repreſented the State and Fou 
dation of the Controverſy, I proceed, 


* 
81 


3. To conſider ſome of the Arguments whit 
the Apoſtle makes uſe of to eſtabliſh the tru 
and confute the Errors of the Jews: All 
ſhall take into conſideration three ſorts ofthet 


1. The firſt ſort proves, that we are Juſt 
by faith and not by works. V | 


2. The Second, That the Promiſes belor 
not to the Children of Abraham according 
the fleſh, in excluſion of others; nor depe 
upon carnal Fririlelges, 


3. Ti 


inſt the Jews. 


1. As to theſe Arguments, which prove that 
rere Juſtified by Faith only, and not by Works. 
ie Jews were the peculiar People of God, to 
hom He gave glorious Priviledges and Pre- 2 
pinenCiesz to whom pertaineth the Adoption and om 
Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of 5. 
Lam, and the ſervice of God, and the N 
ies; whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom as con- 
ming the fleſh,Chriſt came, who is over all. God 
ed for ever. Upon theſe Priviledges the 
highly valued themfelves above the reſt 
Mankind; and moſt juſtly might they have 
ve fo, with an humble and thankful Ac- 
prledgment of the Grace of God: Where- 
they looked upon the ſpecial Favour and 
tection of God, as due to their Merit; they 
e perſwaded that the Inheritance was their 
priety, who could reckon their deſcent 
mn Abraham and the Patriarchs, and that up- 
the account of a righteouſneſs that is of the 
\ or the works of the law; and did very much 
ie and contemn the reſt of Mankind, who 
e without the law, as forfaken of God, and 
ſorthy of his Perfection. The Apoſtle, to 
oſſeſs them of this Pride and Uncharitable- 
, removes the foundation of it; their confi- 
in the fleſtr, and a legal righreouſneſs : And 
jeloniires fully, that our righteouſneſs or Fuſtification 
ing e Gt of God, is by faith. And that as ma- 
cpa whether Jems or Gentiles, as ſhould be horn 
the ſpirit, are the Inheritors of the Wire 5 
eltabliſnes Juſtification by Faith, by the 
. ö N 
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Example; Firſt, of Abraham. . Secondly, of 5, 
cob, the great Fathers of their Nation, fo 
whom they had ſo great a reſpec. 


I. He ſhews them that Abraham was not lu 
ſtified by works, but by the grace of G0 
through Faith, Rom. 4. For what faith th 

Rom. 4.3. Scripture? Abraham believed God, and it u. 
counted unto him for Righteouſneſs, . The Renar 
that is of Works, is not at all of Grace, but 
debt: If any would have me to reckon th; 
which I have merited, and is due unto me 
point of Juſtice, to be of his free Promiſe an 
Good will; I would anſwer him, that my rig 
makes his good will no good will, his Gra 
no grace, ſeeing he cannot with-hold it wit 
Rom. 11.6. Out being unjuſt. But if it be of works, then 
2 is no more grace : otherwiſe work is no more vn 
VV | And what is of Faith, is altogether of Gt 
. without any conſideration of the Merit 
Rom. 4. Works: Therefore it is of Faith, that it n 
iI. 6. he ly Grace: And if by grace, then it is nom 
of works : otherwiſe grace 15 no more grace. 
Promiſe of God in Chriſt, is of his great M 
cy and Pity, to us miſerable, forlorn, wid 
Sinners, who are by nature Enemies to G 
and averſe from all Good. Faith embraceth 
Promiſe, with an humble Acknowledgment 
our own Vileneſs, and of the freeneſs of G0 


+ _ _* Grace, which is not prevented by our Wo foppe 
JE ing or Merits, and does not find us Godly, . ©, 
Rom. 4. makes us ſuch: Nom to him that nor fetch. ſh 

4 5, the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 


to him that worketh not, but believeth in him 
juſtifieth the ungodly, his Faith is CORNER 
righ 
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: SERM „„ 
chteonſneſs. i. e. The grace of God in its 
0 . „ dm . | 8 
hier in him by Faith, aboliſhes the Domini- 
n and guilt of fin, and frees him from fin, 

id turns to the ſame account to him in the 


u, to whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without 
bo, ſaying, Bleſſed are they whoſe Iniquities 
x forgiuen, and whoſe Sins are covered. Bleſſed 
the man to whom the Lord will not impute ſin. 
tat Righteouſneſs that is of the mercy of 
od in Chriſt, forgiving our fins, is as much 
grace, as the eternal love of God in Chriſt 
Through whom we retain the remiſſion of 
. And that Righteouſneſs which is of the 
V, or of Works, can have no other Foun- 


tam were juſtified by works, he hath whereof to 
ry, but not before God. Having obeyed all ver. 7,8, 9, 
t Commandments of God, he hath done that lc. 


"ich was his Duty to do; according to the 75 
por tance of that Parable, Zuke 17. But ac- 8 
ing to the Law, all Jews and Gentiles are 2} 
W Go ſin: 4s it is written, there is none righteous,” 1 4 þ 
e ane: There is none that under ftanderh, Rom. 3.110. 
re is none that ſeeketb after God. They are all 11, 12, 13 © 
che n of the way, &c. Nom, we know that what 14. 15,166. 
zen e ſoever the Law ſayeth, it Sayeth to them, 718 1 ou 


: 0 | | | 20. 21. 
w are under the law: That every Mouth may 


* 
* 


WORE fopped, and all the world may become guilty be- 
* Cod. Therefore by the deeds of the Lam, 
7 . ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſioht For by 


Lam is the knowledge of ſm. But now the, © 
IMteouſneſs of God without the lam (as the Law 
Ppoled to Chriſt, and conſidered withoat . 

3 refs; 


N.. 


ht of God, as if he were perfectly innocent: Rom. 4; 
ven as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the 7,8. 


tion, than a perfect innocency; Fr if A. Rom. 4.25 
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reſerence to him) 5s manifeſted, Ty enim 
bythe law and the Prophets: Andi is of free grace 

to the end, the Promiſe mg ht Le [le tre to all _ ſees 
not to that only which is of the Law, (viz, thi 
Ram. 4. Jews) But to that alſa which is 50 the Faith of 4 
16, 17, 8, raham, who is the Father of us all, (as it Fg 
19,01, ten, I have made thee a Father of 1 many Nation 
— before him whom he believed, even God wh 
eckneth the dead, and calleth thoſe things whic 
Te” As though they were * 5 Who againſt has 
believed in hope, that he might become the Fathg 
2 many Natious; 1 to that which was ſy 
o ſhall thy Seed be. And being. not yr, J 
Ea be conſi 2 not his own. Body nom dead 
when be was about an hundred years old, neith 
yet the deadneſs of Sarah's Womb, He ſtar ere 
not at the Promiſe of God. through. unbelief, - 
was ſtrong in faith, giving glory ta God; 441 
ing fully ,perſmaded, that what he had 'promif 
he was able alſo to perfar m: And therefore it u 
imputed to him for Righteouſneſs. The moreo 
caſions, and the greater Reaſons Abraham ha 
through the deadneſs of Nature in himk 
and Sarah, to miſtruſt the Promiſe, as impC 
ſible, the ſtronger his Faith, in the Powe 
1 Wiſdom, and Faithfulneſs of God: Themo 
ſenſible he was of the Deadneſs of Sarah ol 
and of his own Body; he did, by Faith, 
tribute the more to the Power of God, 
ſuming nothing to himſelf. Even ſo the ret 
er Reaſon we ſeem to have to doubt of ON 
Love and Kindneſs to us, when we think up 
our own unworthineſs and Guilt, who are 
Nate Children of Wrath, and Enemies 


z and when we compare our Unwort 
nel 
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ib, with the ineſtimable value of the Bleſ- 
ugs and Benefits of God's Love and Favour , 
he ſtronger that Faith which ſurmounteth all 
eſe Objections, and Acknowledges; the 
urvellous incomprehenſible Power of the mer- 
and love of God in Chriſt. The more ſen- 
ble we are of our deadneſs in Sin, of our 
eakneſs to all good, of our ſtrong violent 
iſts, to Wickedneſs and Injuſtice, of our 
ability to engage with the inſuperable diffi- 
Ilties, and dreadful Diſcouragements of a 
bly Life: We do, by Faith, go the farther 
t of all confidence in our ſelves, and our 
n Works; and are the farther removed 
Im all Pretences to Merit, or a legal Righ- 
wſeſs ; become more humble before God, 
attribute the more to his grace, and take 
: faſter hold of his Promiſes by Faith: We 
by whom we have believed; and are the 
te ſtrengthened in Faith, being fully per- 
ded that what he has promiſed, he is able 
to perform; eſpecially, when we conſider 
uthe greatneſs and incomprehenſible In- 
ices of the Power of his Mercy and Grace 
ls, in ſending his only begotten Son to take 
u him our Nature, and to be a Propitiati- 
br our fins; and in railing him from the 
and exalting him in our Nature, as our 
Nator and Redeemer, to his own right 
ll; quickning us together with him, juſti- - | 
g and glorifying us in, and with him our 
W and Repreſentative : For by his Re- 
ion, he acquitted and diſcharged him, 
bur Redeemer, and us in and with Rim, 
all Obligations of ſuffering the Puniſh- 
6 ment 


Rom. 9. the purpoſe of God according to the election mi 
20% 1712. ſtand, not of works but of him that calleth, 


„ . Ciſed, therefore Circumciſion is not theCa 
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. 
ment due to our ſins. Now Abr 
was imputed to him for Righteouſneſs; i. e. Thi 
Promiſes were made good to him according ti 
his Faith, and as much as if he had been per 
fectly righteous : Nom it was not written fo 
his ſake alone, that it was imputed to him; h 
for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be imputed, if we by 
lieve on him that raiſed up Jeſue our Lord fro 
the dead, who was delivered for our Offences, a 
was raiſed again for our Juſtification. _ 

2. The Apoſtle puts them in mind, thi 
their Father Jacob was not juſtified by Work 
When Rebecca alſo had conceived by one, even 
our Father Iſaac; for the children being not] 
born, neither having done any good or.evil, th 
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was ſaid unto her the elder ſhall ſerve the youy 
Abraham was juſtified before he was Cira 


„ often, neither is it neceſlary to 
Jacob was elected, and Eſau rejected, ther 
dren being not yet born, neither having don 
good or *evil; therefore Jacob was not ele 
upon the account of his own Righteoull 
neither was Eſau rejected for falling ſhot 
that Righteouſneſs which is of the Law: 
Jacob having done Evil, and being under 
was Juſtified notwithſtanding, becauſe 
believed on him that juſtified the Ungod 
And Eſau was rejected, not becauſe 
was a Sinner, and miſſed the Inherita 
throughtheLaw,but becauſe through inlid 
profanely deſpiſed and ſlighted the Prod 
This text concludes ftrongly againſt Jultibd 


2 W ds R or 
6 r Be 
wv wo 4. ay * r 9 
Ds; Fas e 2 * * : eb 
$ 0 1 . wY * e ; 
i 3 . 1 © 8 


2 by 4 a * "RN n * * — _—_ x <A, - ELSE” Fr 
N ; * VV 9 n 
1 g 3 ange > ol . e 1 4 
82 * 9 0 . * - 7 8 * 4% $f oF 
ho , * 4 o * -. "a 1 = 
# 3 4 4 ** vans * 1 15 x * 52 7 r * k , , 
ud * 1 y * . s I; * I. E bn ; „ * * o a 3 ö . 5, 3 4 
% | ö el "> > 8 * 4 * * y : PE) + Re < 
* 1 wo x $9” We * 2 1 "= 7 * * 4. 
7 1 3 - & * . . . 0 . . j 7 L *% 
I 4 r * 7 + * . YL i 1 0 * 3 P 
** e Ss K ö 8 N 
£ . | * „e f * * 
N * 6 * 3 SIS » is 2 + * "> 
: "Ec tr, ES * Ja 
N N 8 


N ' - BL. o « A 2 , 
* 3 * \ 6 F 1 233 . K 
5 2 - * o a 2 39 . * 12 N 4 

7 o : o Fl * * a 
A . . " ” . 5 
: * * C * - 4 2 _ 

1 5 5 * « * 
. 0 ; | » 869 I 1. 9 25 : M 
10 * 1 : * # , * TY 3 b 
. 25 * — 

# 


9 
—— 


* 
1 8 
3 


ey Works, and eſtabliſhes Juſtification by . 
a without the deeds of the Law, which is 


z main deſigne and aim of the Apoſtle. _ 
crime Interpreters expound this text ſo as to 
iclude againſt Juſtification by faith, as 4 


ndition of our Election; and prove from it, 

t we are elected or rejected by an abſolute 

tee; for upon whatever terms we are elect- 

in Chriſt, we are Juſtified upon the ſame; 

t according to their Opinion, we are elect- 

or rejected not only without all regard to 

the Works of the Law, which are not of 

th, but alſo without all reſpe& to our 

ith or Infidelity. So that God. by an abſo- 

edetermination of his Will, elects one, and | J 
es another, meerly becauſe it is pleaſure | $ 
hew forth his own Glory in the ſalvation * 
ne, and in the damnation of another, with- 

all regard to the willingneſs of one, or the 

filingneſs of another, to comply with his 

ce; and in conſequence of this abſolute 

tion and Rejection, he gives ſavingGrace to 

and not to another; for Jacob was elected 
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Fr ſau rejected before they were born, or had 


E any Good or Evil; before one accepted 


Thor grace of God, and embraced the Promiſes 

„ Whith; and before the other deſpiſed and 

05 ted them by Infidelity : This ſence does 

0" I ſerve the Apoſtles purpoſe, and therefore 

oe t be falſe; and in order to prove it ſo, — 

1 FE the following Particulars to be con- | ; 
: Ted. | 3 E* 7 r 2 8 — 

n . The reward that is of Works, and may be 


lenged as of right, or as a juſt debt, is not 
before the work be performed; the Houſ- 
| 1 mw holder 


uſtibo 
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BL ey ny” 
ON Ro 
holder who hired Labourers into His Vitiey 
and agreed with them for a Penny a day, q 
not pay them their Hire until Eyen was com 
if then faith were a meritorious Cauſe of. 
Election or Juſtification, in ſuch Tort ast 
Works of the Law are conſtrued to be; 
infidelity, as implying want of merit, t 
cauſe of our rejection in that Caſe; ' J 
could nothave been preferred before Eſaubef 


they had done good or evil, but their Electi 
or rejection, would have depended wholi it 
himſelf by doing Good, and miſt have me 
ted the reward before it could have been 
rendred himſelf obnoxious by ſinning; 
God would not have been conſidered as 4% 
our. or Redeemer, but as a ri; 
| | and rewarding 
puniſhing, them after their demerits, ach 
is plain and evident, that the one could 
be elected and the other Rejected after 
any Good or Evil. But Faith is only al 
tion which God requires of ns,whereby we 
place our whole confidence in the Grace 
Mercy of God, through Chriſt our Lord 
Moreover; though faith be not a mer 
ous Cauſe of our Election, but only a neee 
out the help of grace in that caſe,Facobs el 
on would have depended upon himſelf; fol 


on themſelves; and Jacob mult have prefert 

to him in point of Juſtice z and Eſau may li 
| ighteous Jud 

obſerving their behaviour, . ny | 

ing to the Laws and Rules of Juſtice. Noi 

manner, before they were born, or had 

elaim all merit and confidence in our ſelve 

Saviour. 

Condition, yet if it were of our ſelves, J 
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SERMON -. 3m 
yall muſt have performed that Condition, and © | 
„ muſt have been the cauſe of his Rejection n 
on not performing it; and conſequently, the "i 
Ine could not have been elected, and the other = 
jected, before they were born, or had done | 
pod or evil. But Faith is not of our ſelves, 
tis the gift of God; fo that our Juſtification 
of the fes grace of God, and we can do no- 
ting of our ſelves, without the help of Di- 
ne Grace, that can any wiſe contribute to it. 
ur Faith and Good Works are not at all the 
wſe of our Salvation and acceptance with 
od; but the effects and Fruits of God's fa- 
g- grace, creating us a new, and enabling 
d preparing us to walk in them. For by Eph 2. 8: 
ace are ye ſaved, through Faith and that of your 97 19» 
bes; it ic the gift of God: Not of works leſt any 
un ſhould boaſt: For we are his workmanſlnp, 
ured in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God 
b before. ordained that we ſhould walk in i hem. 
t not lawful for God to do what he wills 
n his own? May not he ſhew mercy on the 
tiles as well as the Jews, the children of 
ham according to the fleſh ? and ſhould 
r Eye be Evil, becauſe he is Good? And 
not he for Infidelity, harden the Children 
Abraham as well as others? Eſau was Jacobs 
bther, yet he rejected him. There is no- 
ig in any Race of Men, or in any particular 
ton, to determine and limit God in the diſ- 
ling of his Grace: He is an abſolute 
er of his Gifts; they depend wholly upon 
Free-will and Pleaſure; and he in beſtow- © 
them, is limited by no partial reſpect, by 
other Conſideration whatſoever, but the 
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Eternal Counſel of his Infinite unerrigg . 
dom, and unlimited Univerſal Goodneſs, An 


he plyes Mankind with ſuch various Metheff 
and Addreſſes of Wiſdomand Mercy, in ora 
to reclaim and ſave them, that we muſt i 
ſolve nothing more can be done without if 
not governing us by the Principles and Like 'S 
ty of our Nature: For they Who will not Nut 
wrought upon by the means which God ul. 
would fruſtrate all other means whatſoever; if... 
he ſaid; nay father Abraham; hut if one went ui, 


them from the dead,they will repent. And he ſaid 


-neither will they be perſwaded tho h one rife fr 
the dead. Now ſeeing there is ſo vaſt a diff 
ence in ſo many reſpects between our Jull 
cation by the works of the Law, andour Ju 
fication by Faith, as a condition of our Ele 
on in Chriſt, is not this text, which is uifen 
to prove againſt the Jem, that we are 
Juſtified by Works, violently ſtretched, 
ſtrangely perverted, when it is uſed to ei 


that Faith is not a foreſeen: Condition of ol $ 
lection in n ͤ .. i 
2. The Deſign of this Text is to eſtal bmi! 
our Election and Juſtification by Faith,0 urs 2 
the Grace of God, preyenting and cas - 
on us to accept Salvation, in oppoſition 1. * 
Election founded on the Works of the 1: 
According to the Stile of theApoſtle then... .- 
are very plain, and expreſs to this pup. ; 
that the purpoſe of God, according to Ele 5. 
ſtand( according as he elected us inChriſt ben * 
the world began, upon the Propoſalsand Tt ſhe 
of his grace in the Goſpel, i. e. upon Op lin | 
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braci oe 88 of God. . Fg SY which is 
zot of our ſelves, but is of Win that calleth 
and bleſſeth vs) not 7 works but . 2 wy ther 
| alu. I Cope | | 


„ When * Reward i is 77 Merit, the Work 
Vaſt be performed before it be due: And one 
must fall ſhort of a, due performance of his 
Work, before he can be reproved or rejected; 
146 ppears from what hath been ſaid : Seeing 
ten Jacob was Elected before he wrought, - 
nd Eſau rejected, The Children being not het 
ln, neither having dont any. Good or Evil, 
b Election was not of Works. 
But, on the other hand, if the Reward be 
Faith, in that caſe, the Promiſes and Purpo- 
6 of Gods grace muſt be revealed and made 
bown before hand: For Faith comes by 
aring, and hearing by the word of God. 
lichout Revelation, it is impoſſible to come 
the knowledge of the grace of God; and at 
lat time, God, by his Word, makes known 
Promiſes to any, .and the Terms and Con- 
tions of obtaining them; he makes good his 
bmiſes to him, according as he, by Faith, 
ars and embraces them: We can do nothing 
it ſelves towards our Salvation, but God 
vents, excites, calls and aſſiſts us by his. 
ace; and conſequently, our Converſion and 
Iration is not of our ſelves, but of God 
Im known unto God, are all his Works from 
Beginning of ber World : Jacob's Ele- 
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kt he, upon Eſau s deſpiſing the Promiſe, 
ling his Birthright for one Morſel of Meat, 
. might 
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bn was revealed to Rebecca before-hand; 1 


1 & 51. 1 


ſings and Priviledges were of Faith, or a free 


Lal. 50. 11 all in the light of your Fire, and in the J 


2 that ye have kindled 3 This ſhall ye have of * 


* * 2 0 0 


might, through Faith, be # means © "Gas : 
ought to have acknow ledged, that their 810 


Gift of God; and ſhould not have valued chem | 
Works and Deſervings ; walking in the Lipht 
of that Fire which themſelves hac kindled; 
ſhutting their Eyes againſt the Light, which 
the Lord ſent to enlighten them: "And delpis 
ſing all other Nations, as unworthy of God! 
Care and Protection: But ſhould have truſtee 
in the free Grace of the Lord their God, an 
ſtayed themſelves on him; ſurrendring uy 
themſelves to be guided and faved by him; M ve 
may have Mercy on whom he pleaſes; ant 
reject and harden the Jems for their Infidel 
ty, as well as others. Behold all ye that An 
Fire, that compaſs your ſelves about with Spark 


hand, ye ſhall lie down in ſorrow. - Hearken 
me ye that follow after Righteouſneſe, e that 0 
the Lord (meaning the Jews who deſpiſed 4 
Uncircumciſed Gentiles, Rom. 9. 30, 31) 
unto theRock whence ye are hewn,and to the hole 
the pit whence ye are digged ; look ume Ai 
your Father, and unto Sarah that bare you; N 
called him alone, and bleſſed him, 4 incres 
him. That the Purpoſe of God, acc 
election, might ſtand, not of Works, "on! 
him that calleth. This Text concludeth pk 
ly. that God juſtifieth not him that works 
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8 puriheth the Sinner from all ſin and unri gh- 
J teouſneſs, n qo! 11 * * Kingdom : 
* 1 2 N | 
ee I 

N= M's prophane 2 had inherited the Bleſ- 


vg 4 then the Purpoſe: of God, according to 
e Election of his E cee · grace, would have 
een diſappointed; and brought to nought: 


The ineſtimable Bleſſings depoſited in d 
Hands of Chriſt our Mediater, to be diſ: 

genſed to all Jews and Gentiles, that ſhould 
klieve in his Name, and to none others, 
yould have been thrown away upon the Un- 
pdly and Prophane, i. e. The Goſpel would 
Wave been difannullFd, 8 to theſe Prin- 
liples and Opinions whith the Jews did main- 
bir and endeayour to be juſtified and ſaved 


V. 
It may be 10 ſtill; Fun which is the Con- 


ion of obtaining the Promiſes, is not of 
r ſelves, but is of the Promiſe, or is a free 
rr of God; and our Converſion and Sal- 
1 f Bion is altogether the work of God; it 
Abends wholly upon the Determination of 
15 k Free-will ; and he gives Grace and Sal- 
130 


ation to one; becauſe it is his good wilt 


fab 3 ny forth the Riches of his Mercy in 
F And he Reprobates another, to ſhew 
JA, _ in him the Power of his Wrath, and 
1 lie glory of his Holineſs and Juſtice: And 


nſequently, the Election of God is not 
bunded upon his. Fore-knowledge of the be- 
eving of ſuch: as ſhall be ſaved ; nor his 
probation of others, upon his Fore- know- 
T1i- ledge 
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wile grace is no grace: In ſaving Men accord 


Will; and the Effects and Atclüevemeg 
glory of his grace only: Wherefore the k 


determined by no other Conſiderations 


agreeable to the Laws and courſe of Natl 


a way as is fairly conſiſtent with the naw 
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ledge of their Thfidelity, but upon n bg a 


lute Decree and Determination of his Will. hd Pc 
in order to his own glory; and the T ich, 
is very plain and expreſs to this purpose ce 
The Children being not yct bern, neither" having 1 
| 1 VP omit 
J0o this, it is anſwer'd, the grace of Guts 
is altogether of his Free-will indeed, other: 
d Of 


ö 
{ 


ing to the tenor of the New Covenant, by 
works according to the Counſel” of his owi 


produced by him, redound to the Þraife ant 


lect have nothing whereof to boaſt "befor 
him, or to give them the preference 10 0 
thers upon the ſcore of Merit; for de 


Motives, but meerly the Reaſons and & 

ſels of his own infallible Wiſdom, and 
berant Goodneſs. But yet the ways and 
thods whereby he diſpenſes his goodneß, 


eſtabliſhed by him. He works not on usa 
Mechanick upon dead Materials, but he pf 
the Principles and Powers of the Nati 
muſt co-operate with his grace. He ads 
on us by any neceſſary cauſality, but in f 


liberty of our Wills. He does not fave 
whether we will or not, but takes our itt 
conſent and endeavour along with him: Fo 
the external means of Salvation, which 4 
attended with the aſſiſtance of his grace, 4 
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m the manner of the Propoſal of the 


wilated by the 8 of the Promiſes, 
other Motives of Religion in the Scrip- 
re; according to which, God beſtows on 


kture; and the Promiſes are profered and 
adered, upon our complying with the Grace 
Cod, applying our 


move and actuate us by force, and an ir- 
ble Power, fo as to neceſſitate us. Yea, 


tro comply with the Motions of his Spi- 
| but to follow the ſwinge of our Luſts, 


ming from fin to God, and following the 
rections of his Word and Spirit, we muſt 
ke much pains upon our ſelves, exert much 
lvence and watchfulneſs, and do many 
ugs croſs to Fleſh and Blood. And one 


e meritorious; another complies not, 


nds the means of grace with ſuch aſſiſt | 
5 Y 4 that 


lefted ito, and work upon [the Principles 
1d Powers of our rational Nature ö and join 
ith, and aſſiſt them, without putting any 


mmiſes, and other Arguments and Induce- 
kts to Religion, which tend to incline and 
rſwade us to our Duty; for, our Faith is 


elves diligently to 
what we can, and what. God puts within 
power to do; who worketh in us both to 
and to do, of his good pleaſure, but does 


the evil cuſtoms of the World. For, in 


an complies with God's grace, which is no 


dom God therefore hardens in ſin, for his 
ful contempt of his mercy ; ſeeing he at- 
ance, 


his Grace, which is an aſſiſtant to Nature, 
proceeds in the ways and courſe of 


the contrary, it is much more eaſie to us, 


— 


. * 


ä 
- that his 


The Deſign of this 


=  «Fromiſe; or of the E- 
leftion of Free. grace: 
And if it ſeem to ſound 
higb that way, to im- 
port more than is need- 
Ful for that propoſe, 
. and to imply an abſolute 
Decree of Election and 
Reprobation: Tet we 
ſhould make an allow- 
ance for the Aboſlle's 
zealous Endeavours to 
overcome and diſprove 
the Prejudices and pre- 
poſſeſſrons of the Jews, 
in favour of the Works 
755 Lam, to the ob- 

ng and fruſlrating 
the 7 — of Cod, by 
Sending them to ſuch 
an Acknowledgment of 
God's free grace, as 


'oxſes; Thus our Ble 


prehend his own Workmanſhip,.. 
| what numbers of Men, out of the 


nas ſeem to carry them 2 7 CRC 
ſime what too far to that fide. And ſuch Allowances are reaſonable in} 
ur Bleſſed Saviour, to warn and ſecure Men againſt the / 
and Deceits of Hypocrifie, and Vain-glory: But thou, when thou ff 
_ eſt, anoint thy Head, and waſh thy Face. This Text ſeems, mt 
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would comply with his grace, t 
his plying Man. with the mani 


various Methods of his Wiſdom at 
Mercy: And elected them ach 
ingly upon his Fore- knowledge 
their complying. by Faith. I l 
proved before (Serm. 8, 9.) at arp 
that what we do towards our Saly 
tion, as rational free Agents, up 
- God's preventing, exciting, anda 
ling upon us. by his, grace, does 
no wiſe ' diminiſh or detra& troll 
the freeneſs, efficacy, and glory 
God's Grace; neither afford 
any ground of boaſting, but tl 
our Salvation is altogether of Gf 
we are his Workmanſhip, created 
good works. And God did rei 
the Diſobedient upon the fore- An 
ledge of their final Infidelity; ſo 
this Text is far from diſproying 0 
Election by Grace, upon the {0 
knowledge of our complying with 


* 


v0 warrant, but to require gayety and bravery when we faft. 5 . % 
8 lh 7 f 


N 


| inſt th the Law: Ae Fe. James, eating | 
12 6 1 the 1 4.4 1. eem to 3.2 one Another; and 2 Ste 


ems 4 to_ forbid -Oaths in any caſe Mat. 5. 
e 75 and Limitations: be ied a @ 1 + 


bir bfferent Deſigns and Plrpoſes, + - 44 "ot | bh 1 04 18 2 $5 | - 


but it concludes. ere abr ag lt Silva 5 
& by the Works of the Law Which, ac- 1 
lung to the Opinion of the Jews, we wers 0 
perform of our ſelves; and did depend: p- 
5 lite arbitrary determination of our own + 
; and were. a meritorious cauſe of our * 
ation in ſüch fort, as was not confiſtent « 805 
Ith the freeneſs of God's grace in Chriſt, 
Ir Redeemer; yea, nor with gur Duty to, e 
id dependance upon God as dur Creator: A 
It tended to impair: and abate that infinite bs 6 
bowledge, and abſolute Power God hath in, + 7 
over all. his Creatures, and all their * e 
as: Our bleſſed Saviour reproves this a. 
pance, by that Parable, Late 17. ver. ) 
9, £0. And be ſure the Election of theſe = 
Brothers was not founded upon ſuch | "= 
irks. The Children not being yer oru, ew 
having done. any good or evil. , 
Dur Inclinations to holineſs and righteouf- 
are weak and ineffectual, without the 
wer of divine grace, to ſet our Wills and 
ſections at liberty, from the uſurped Po- 
land Tyranny 8 Sin; ; fo that the grace 
God does not depend on us, but our En- 
ours depend-wholly upon the free grace 
God, without which they will be altogether 
fetal and unſucceſsful ; So that it is not of 
at willeth, nor of him that runueth, but of Th _ 72 ; 
' $3. F that ſhewerh * e „ 
diſpui ED 187 God's NN 
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— Difficulties and Temptations, he leaves thet 
, to periſh in ner Duns, oO 1 


pA "hh 


> 


runt, 9 


Soc's mercy is extended to all, aud 
mits nothing to advance our Happineſs, tha 
is conſiſtent with the Principles and Libert 

of our Nature. But they who will not com 

ply with his Grace without Compulſion, g 


Powering impreſſions ot Light and'Evidence 


Præcepta virturis na- Peine fon 3 


centeproficiunt. Omni- N 
um honeſtarum re. Grace, does not infer, or proy 


rum ſemina animi ge- that he depends upon his Cee 
uz aamonitio- tures; or that the Efficacy of i 


ne exc 


by 


E tantur : on 
aliter quam ſcintilla, o 
flatu Jeni adjuta, - of his great Wiſdom and got 
nem ſuum explicat, Pleaſure, contrived our Nature 
Sent. 94. Epi. order to govern us according 


grace under, with regard to our Nature, f 
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without ſuch an efficacious grace, and ore 


as be inconſiſtent with the Nature of Vitty 
in this ſtate of tryal and imperfection, wer 
in it muſt work its way thropgh innumerab 


ing as they co-operate with 
grace depends upon us, ſeeing h 


thoſe Springs, Principles and P0 
ers that he hath implanted in it. Now t 
Limitations and Qualifications he brings! 


from, and depend wholly upon the etert 
Counſels and purpoſes of his infallible W 
dom, unſearchable Mercy, and abſolutt 
Free-will : (vid. pag. 63.) In whom alto! 
have obtained an Inheritance; being preae 
nated according to the purpoſe of him whom. 
eth all things after the counſel of his own 1 
This Text proves that we are ſaved by Gr 
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SB 1 50 01 * Xx» 5 ES 
{he Dos rine "of beine Beer ees. 
The dificulty' tay! be farther urged ds; e 
true, our Salvation depends altogether. _ 
Iood's good Pleaſure and free Merc 49" hone 
tended to all Men, of all Nations; 7 ine 5 
regard to any Limitations or Conſiderati- 

i but ſuch as ariſe” out of the Conſtituti- 
Principles, and Diſpoſitions and Conditi- 
of the humane Nature, which are a mene 
which, and the Subject upon Which Di- 
| providence and Grace do work and 6- 
ate. - God is the Author of Nature and all 
Operations, and of all their ne Va- 


bs eftects and tendencies, - 


all depend upon him as ; \ ſeeing” whet wo 


receive e from God as our Crea. 
as is poſſible; * and all tor, is pot of the redenipriny or 


ſubſervient to the Purpo- purs aſe Wy; Chriſt 3 we ought 
of his good will and Plea- t ts diminiſh the great Love 
or as was faid, all depend of owr Redeemer, nor liſown the 


| neceſſity of his grace and mercy ; 
the eternal Purpoſes of 301. fe 3s nog el, 10. be. wb 


inſearchable Wiſdom and vice andpreciſe in erting bounls, 
Ky; and he bath mercy on and fixing limits to Nature and 
n be will hade mercy, and 22 which, it's like, are not 
n he will be hardeneth Why ſeme in all, but various and 


different. vid. le Blanc de 
he yet find fault who æterna hominum electione & 


reſiſted his Will? All Prædeſtinatione. Ibeſ. 36. 
calty on this Subject ari- 5 
from Education, the different Condition, = 
pus Tempers and Con titutions of our Nas 1 

is comprehended in this. "The Apoſtle _ 
bes the Matter to this point. I have ex“ 3 
ned his Anſwer in the following Verſes be- N 4 
(vide 93. & 45. ) it imports in the min. e 
| [1 oy | 
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| laker, ne 8 wan above our cortpreheaſin 
Ze Blanc de modo gs fie 
des juni ee 257+ 10. 


72 
38. 39. quum dicit een. 
hus non operart eum qui cre- 
dit. manifeſtum eſt, eum di- 
rere nolle, quod qui credit 
fit bonis operibus vacuus, 
Nam in eo qui viva & ſalu- 
tari fide credit neceſſario 
multa bena opera re 

tur, qualia ſunt dolor pec- 
catis admiſſis &c. Sed dici- 
tur non operari qui credit, 
quoniam non præſtat opera 
Juxta legem neceſſaria ad vi- 
tam obtinendam. Ac quam- 
vis fidem ejus multa pia ac 
ſancta opera comitentur, De. 
us tamen, ut loquitur Apoſto- 


lus, ju ſtitiam illi imputat {t- 


das quoniam caret 
operibus legis, i. e. per fecta 
Ula & exacta obedientia, fine 

qua, lex nullum juſtum pro- 
nunciat. 

linde eſt quod Apoflolus 


in ſequentibus probat Deum 


imputare homini juſtitiam ſi- 
ne operibus, quia nemo per- 
venit ad vitam & beatitudi. 
nem, & ex conſequenti juſtus 
apud deum habetur, niſi cui 
Deus peccata remittit: Juxta 
ittud Dav idis, Beaty quorum 
remiſſæ ſunt iniquitates, & 
quorum tecta ſunt peccata. 
Nam ut multa bona opera 
reperiri poſſunt in eo qui o- 
Las ow remiſſione pecca- 


calty in reconciling the l 


that believeth 
St. James, that we are J 


1 3 of the Law, whict 
contrary, to, 


"that we are Fuſtified"by 1 
he means ſuch works 2 
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r enqui re anxio Fg into Go! 


Now. there is no d 


Proves. that me are juſt fed 
Fat withalt works ; »ithat F, 
15 counted for righteouſneſs, 
to him that wor feth, but to 
to the doftrin 


works, and not by faith 
H. for St. Paul 4 Iputes 
gainſt - Juſtification” by 


and pconſl 
with Faith, and fruſtrate 
Grace of God, in orde 
eſtabliſn with St James the 
ceſlity of theſe Works, 
are of Faith, or of the g 
of God through faith; 
whereas St. Ter ſays, 


| Juſtified by jar 
ly; he means *that a bare 8 
lieving the doctrine of Wl 3 : 
without a holy life, iy f y 
the Devils are capable oh © 


in no wiſe avail to our Jul 
cation. And whereas he 


the grace of od through f 
ſuch as Ar abam $ offering 
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gon Jaac, Which Is alledg-. forum, fi t i um Dons _ 
| Sr. Paul to the fame pur. PoyeRethabety neceflris 
by St, £4187 TO The fans Piu“ imputat ill jufticiam fine o- 
And our, Saviour tells peribus illis, gur lex, gratiz | 
m, upon their pleading, oppolira exigit, ad hoc ut 
they were Abrehan#'s Chi hominem Juſtum eranuac . 
ECC com: 
uren of God, (Joh. 2.2 9-  luta legis obſervatione, qua 7 
F ye were Abrahams chil- deſtitutus eſt Ille qui vel ſe- 3 
je would do the works. of mel legem | tranſgreſſus eſt, | 
Mom. Te ard of your father quique ullapeceatiremiſtions 
ul, and the Juſts of your us be ce 
(es 7 „ N i 4 Aperit ia COMHNC ia & facilis 
r ye will do.  concliiandi Paulum.cum Ja- 
3 cCobo, qui in ſpeciem Paulo 
mdicit: Paulus enim affirmat deum credenti im putare juſtiti- _ 
ne operibus, & juſtificare eum qui credit & non-operatur: Er A 
ts in locis vehementer contendit, hominem juſtificari per fidem — - 
operibus legis: Jacobus vero contra diſertis verbis aſſerit, e 
g argumentis probat, quod ex operibus juſtificatur: homo, K 
x fide tantum: Paulus negare vult hominem, juftificari facien- 
hera quæ lex ut fæderi gratiæ opponitur exigit ad hominum ju- 
tionem, quod Jacobus minime affirmat. Jacobus autem aſſere- 
tendit hominem non 3 ſolo: & nudo aſſenſu, qui verbo 
weliz adhibetur, led fide tali quæ fit per dilectionem operans. 
pm multa bona opera comitentur, quod Paulus ipſe exp reſſ⸗ 
it tantum abeft ut neget, adeoque quum dicit Jacobus, c. 


Faith we believe and truſt in God for 
tection and everlaſting life; now hope is the 
it incentive and cauſe of Induſtry: And 
hope of a Chriſtian is the greateſt that can | +l 
ut it ariſes not out of the Works of theLaw, | 

out of the Promiſes of the Goſpel. rom 3 


5 


th And as God, according to the Promiſes 
the Goſpel, begets the Hope of eternal life 
s, ſo he works mightily in us by his Spirit, 
the ſubduing our luſts, and purefying our 
Its, and excites and enables us to walk 
worthy 


— 


"$44 hy * 0 bar PAN 2 en N ry ane 
2 hope i 1 ig, prrifieth Lanſefes . 
_ -- Ou 1 Joh-3- 3. | 
_—— . " Moreover, F Us, and the love of 800 a 
= ' _  bearty e Friendſhip with him, ſpring 
PTE om the. teſtimony of à good Confei 

. dare us witnels, chat we do thoſe th 
which are well pleaſing in his ght; keep 
= ES thor. Now a hearty ſincere love i 
7 | i. blew. powerful, and active Principle of Obe 
| * _ ence, and inſpires great ſtrength, watchful 
ſtrongReſold tions, and unconquerable! Pati 
5 in the ſervice of God. Love diſpoſesande 
1 men to undertake moſt hazardous EN 
priſes, to ſurmonnt inſuperable*diffenlt 
do endure unſpeakable Miſeries and Terme 
| with Joy and patience, and to approve tii 
1 est ankful and faithful Servauts to ff 
| "Beloved. Love in the midſt of Dangers 
. hardſhips, ſpreads over the mind an'invine 
Stren er and a conſtant ſolid Peac ) 

ſerved ſever years for Rachel, and they fem 
Gen. 25. him but a few dayes, for. the love he had to 
20. - Faith wor bet h by love, Gal. 5.6. A true nt 
an Faith through Love and Hope, Won 

righteonſneſs, overcomes. the World; 
conſtantly obeys Gods holy Laws. Now | 
55 are the natural genuine Fr uits of Fa 
or rather, the perfection of it; for or faith xi 
them, is dead. Even ſo Faith, if it ark not Wor 
dead, being alone. I prov ed before, that our 
deavours : after Holineſs, & all e Obediet 
avail to Juſtification, ſo far forth, as the) 
of faith, which anſwers all C Objedtions, 
makes 1 its way through all Difficulties 100 
poſitio 
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i of Faith, hut of our ſelves; and bythem no man n _ 
n be Tuſtified: Neither can they bejoyne © 7} 
ith Faith, or in any wiſe be aſſiſtant to it, bun 


'T 


1. Theſe Texts. By the deeds of the lam ſhall na 


un be Tuſtified zwe are Tuftified by Faith with- gm 3-267" 
x the deeds of the lam; Abraham was not Juſti- 3. , 3, 4. 
1 by worte; to him that worketh tot; but belie- 5, 6. 7. = 
wh on him that 1 the ungodly; his faith is 14. & %% i 
med for righteouſneſs the bleſſedrteſs of him to r, 1. 
um God — righteonſneſs; wit haut works; Gal. 2. % . 
at right co | W 
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TI, cometh not by the law ; Was 21. 
ud of Jacob and Eſau, the elder ſhall ſerve the 
nger, the children being not yet born, neither 
wins done any good or evil; that the Purpoſe | 
God according to Election might ſtand, not ** -- Wd 
Works,” but of him that calleth; diſprove the "JH 
ſorks of the Law which are not of Faith, but „ 
be fleſh; (i. e.) of our ſelves, and merit the 1 
ward and Bleſſings of God; diſannul the 
ion of the grace of God; make the Pro 
Iles and Faith of none effect; bring to nought 1 
eternal Gounfels and Determinations of * , 
cs unſearchable Wiſdom and Mercy, reveal. 
from the beginning: But were not in other : wu 
es made known to the Sons of Men, as they _ +. 
inow by the Goſpel: TheſeTextsdifallow 1 
t Righteouſneſs which is of the Law. And 5 
& confinement. of the Bleſſings and promiſed 
leritance,to them that were under the Law, | 
excluſion of the Gentiles: But we muſt not oh Fog 
line that theſe texts mean that the Law is 4 
t juſt, good and Holy, ſeeing it is through the 11 4 4 
n weakneſs Fo 


hy m 
More 
tulle 
wad 7 
Chri! 
70 
ide 
Facob, 
0 ent, 
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n "God: 7 U vi law a ry TIT in the 
w weak. through the. fleſh, God ſending his 
_— Rom. 8. py fon 2 pt likeneſs of fe ful fleſh: „ and for fin, 4 
1 . | liſhed ſin in the fleſh, that the righteouſneſs of 
f EY — ws n h be fulfilled in us; whe wwalk not after 
e i) peg? 05 irit. 4. 
Neither muſt * imagine . theſe Te 
*, difallow. Juſtification by ſuch Works as are 
7 * 5 5 Fuck, and arè the genuine Fruit and 5. 
"4 _ -  fetionofit; for Abraham, [aac and Jacob, 
_ all the Elect, are Juſtified by theſe Works, 
no man can be Juſtified without them. 
believeſt that there is one God; thou doefto 
* am. 3. 19, the Devils alſo believe, and tremble. But 
AH % hon know O vain man, that faith without ui 
Wo 23˙24 57% 1 35 
486. is dead? was not Abraham our father Tutu 
wordt, when he had offered Iſaac, his ſon, * 
the Altar? Seeſt thon hom Faith mrai 
"4 #4 wit his works, and by. works wat faith n 
. and 2 ſcripture was fulfiled; mi 
_ poet; Abraham believed God, and it was in 
14105 him. for righteoujneſs : and he was called 
friend of fs 5 Te ſee then how Ny by work 
man is Tuſtified and not by faith only. Lib 
alſo, was not Rahab the harlot Tuſtified by wo 
when ſhe had received the ae and had 
them out another way? for as the body mill 
Is 16e Spirit, is dead, 725 faith, without wor R 
1 alſo. And we muſt not apprehend, that 7 
—_— > * ms eleted, and Eſau rejected, without 
+ reſpett to, or foreknowledge of, ſuch Wa 
Tt: Rom. 9 For whom he did for eknow, he alfa did pre! ; 
nate, to be conformed to the image of his e 
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br might be bbs ray amons many bre 
Woreove r, whom wp T9 2 he ao 
led ; and whom he called, them be alſo Fuſtifieds 
ad whom he Juſtified, them be alſo glorified, i in 
Chriſt Jeſus, who (as'our forerunner; is entred 
"to Heaven for us, Heb. G. 20. I think it is 
ident, that text concerning the Election of 
cob, and rejection of Eſau, affords no Argu- 
nent, nor dow of Reaſon, to authoriſe 
ud warrant the Doctrine of abſolute Election 
ud Reprobation: When! it is expounded to 
at ſenſe, it hath no force nor evidence to con- 
Ince the Fews, but ſerves rather to Juſtifie 
hem in their Errors; for they believed that 
od had ſelected a ſinall number out of the 
uk of Mankind, to be his Peculiar People, 
id the ſole Inheritors of his Promiſes ; and - 
rejected and abandoned all the reſt of 
kind to impure Luſts and eternal Miſery; 
dl were perſwaded that Abraham's Poſteri- 
by aac, and Jacob, to whom God had gi- 
ſo many ſingular glorious Priviledges and 
keminences,ſo many ſigns and certain Proofs 
his ſpecial Love and Favour, were that pe- 
lar ſele& People;and that the uncircumciſed, 
dane, Idolatrous Gentiles, whom God had 
kndoned, . and hated ſo much, that out of 
Care and Love to them, he had forbidden : 
am, to Marry, or keep Communion with 
m; were all rejected and reprobated, by 
reverſible Decree. That Expoſition of 
Text, which is not to the Apoſtles pur- 
e, but ſerves rather to confirm the Jem in 
ar Errors, and is not agreeable to the uſual 
de of the Words, & certainly falſe; But 
7, | that 


to the main ſeope of the Apoſtle; da the uf 
al meaning of the Words, and which makes thi 
Thread of his Reaſoning eaſie, plain, and con 


dren of Abraham, according to the Fleſh ; f 
Eſau was Jacobs Brother, and yet he Wi 


the Jews; and hardens whom he will, the t 
dren of Abraham, as well as others. Thele! 


Apoſtle proves, that the Promiſes and Gti 


Abraham, according to the fleſh, nor did 


laid much ſtreſs on their being eſcende 
: Abraham * the Baptiſt told 1. nin 


U4 


| 6 


that gloſs. is wy 4" ths hs. is ag greeabl 


W 
got t. 
wr F 
theſe 
The 


cluſive, to perſwade the Jews, that wear 
not Juſtified by the Works of the Law, buth 


Ire i 

Faith; in him that calls and bleſſes us; an of 
that we are not rejected for being Profane,u; 57 
circumciſed Gentiles, but for lighting the _ Re 
miſes through Infidelity and wickedneſs : Au en © 


that the Inheritance belongs not to-the Chi 


rejected. That the Promiſes were not anne: 
ed to the primogeniture, or ſuch carnal P 
viledges, but belonged to all that ſhould belie 
without any regard to the Fleſh, or any Carr 
Gonfidences and Priviledges ; Eſau wasof Abr 
ham, as to the fleſh, and elder than Jacob; hew 
rejected notwithſtanding, ForGod ſhews mer 
on whom he will, even on the Gentiles, as well 


the Concluſions which the Apoſtle endeavo 
to confirm and eſtabliſh, in oppoſition to 
Jews. I proceed now, 

2. To conſider the Arguments whereby 


of God were not entaiPd to the Children 


pend upon Carnal Priviledges, but , that we 
heritance belonged to the Elect, or the 
dren of the Promiſe. The Jews 4 
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ſepentance it would profit them nothing; think 
put to ſay 2 ſelves, we have Abraham to 

w Father; for Iſay unto you, that God is able of 
theſe ſtories, to raiſe up children unto Abraham. 
The Inheritance was entailed upon the Chil- 
ren of Abraham, not to them that were born af= 


. 


tw the Fleſh, but to all them that ſhould be born * 
er the Spirit, of hatever Nation or Tribe under 
Faven, yea, if God ſhould miraculouſly make 

jen of ſtones, they, upon their imitating A. 

rhams Faith, ſhould be numbred among the 

lect. I ſhall mention ſome of the Arguments 


"ic Apoſtle makes uſe of, to prove this. 
cl 1. God promiſed to give the Land of Canaan Arg 1 


Abraham for a Poſſeſſion, and to his Seed 
ter him; and that he ſhould be the Father. 
many Nations, when as yet he had no Child; 
is Promiſe was of Gods Mercy; Abraham, 
ther by previous Works deſerved it, nei- 
did he ask it of him: And God gave him 
ne Inheritance in that Land, no not fo 
Ih as to ſet his foot on, and whatever Bleſs 
God beſtows upon the Children of Abraham 


vo irtue of this Promiſe, is reckoned to be of 138 
ore, and not of Works; of the Promiſe, ee, N 


not of the Law. Abraham believed this er 
y Winiſe, and ſtayed his Mind upon God, rea- leaving bi- 


Gi obeying him, * whatever he called him to n Co 
ren or ſuffer, though ſtrong Objections; na- Herpa 


id Hardſhips, Difficulties, ſeeming Impoſlibili-54 2 r. 
the Wand great Temptations aſlaulted his Faith erg? | 
fis believing ſo ſtedfaſtly, wascount ed to him Death. ch.. 
d, WM "ichtconſneſs, and that when he was not. in 1. Scct. 2 
ndeFunciſion, bat in Uncircumciſion; and he gen. 2 3 ˙ 
ihc ved che ſign of * ſeal of the righte- Rom. 4 112 


/ ouſneſs 
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ouſue ſe ir 1 Pies #4 8 had being FORTE 
and that he 1 * he the e all the 
that believe, though they be not circumciſed, thi 
7 ghteonſneſs 11 t be imputed to them aſs. 'A 
braham was 1 by Faith before he was tir 
= cumciſed, 1 circumciſion was appointed b 
* God to confirm, and ſeal the Promiſe to him 


* 


according to his Faith; and to as many a 
© - - ould imitate; his Faith, though they wer 
1 circutticiſed, tor his Righteouſneſs Was 0 
3 Faith in uncircumciſon. And the father of ci 


. Rom, 4. Cumciſion, to them who are not of the circumciſy 
|S onl but alſo walk in the ſteps of that faith of our f. 


4 aham, which he had, being yet unciroumciſe 

The Children of Abraham, according tot 
fleſh, were not reckoned Heirs of the Promi 
for being cireumcifed, unleſs they walked 
the Steps of Araber 8 Holineſs and Obec 
ence; for Circumciſion, according to its Ill 
tu tion, did ſeal the Promiſes only to as mat 
of them, as ſhould walk in the Steps of t 


ſteadfaſt victorius Faith, which Fan h Th 
L before he was Circumciſed. e 
Y 7 tro: ; 2. 2. | Abraham and Sarah were Old, nd wil. P 
3 © ftricken in Age; and Abraham had no Chi : 


Ihe Lord told Abraham, that Sara, who 

Been Barren, ſhould have a Son in her old A 

andrhat he ſhould call his Name Iſaac; ami that 

4 him, his Seed ſhould be bleſſed. Though Abrahi 

1 and Sarah, were as good as dead; yet they! 
1 lieved in 'God, who quickneth the dead, * 

be ſure they were not diſappointed; for 

was able to perform what he had pron 

Now the Jews were hugely miſtaken, in: 

propria 


SERMON X 


opriating the Inheritance to themſelye: 
jp 1 Children of the Fleſh; for BR 
nheritance was entailed on Iaac,, who was of Gal. 4. 28; 
4 eine and born after the Spirit, quickning, 29. 
iving ſtrength to Nature or the F leit EP 
hi 11 barren and dead: And all 2 or 
Gentiles who through Faith in the Promiſe, are 
generate and born, nat of the fleſh, but of the <P — 
, are heirs with him through faith: Al. Sarah. Heb. 1 11. 
ber ſelf, received ength 15 conc ei ve eech and IT, 12. 
ws delivered of a Child when ſhe was paſt art, be- 
uſe ſhe had Fadged him faithful who has pm 
ea, Therefore | Ep even of ont, and him as | 
ud as dead, 9 mauy as the Stars of the shie in 
mtitude, pay as the ſand which is by the fea ſhore, 
mnerable. and Rom. 9, 8. thefe which are the 
Wdreg of the fteſb, theſe are not the children of 
bod, but the children of the promiſe are coumed © 
| ſeeds For this is the word of promiſe, | 
g time will I comt, and Sarah ſhall have 1 
in. = 
This vields us a ſenſible Proof and Notion : X 2M 
four ſtupidity, weakneſs, and deadneſs to all . 
od; and of the quickning mighty power of © 
i Promiſes through Faith; the words that I Joh, 6.63. - 
jak unto you they are ſpirit, and they are life: 6 "= 
nd informs us how much we are indebted to 
e free-grace of God, from whom we receive | 
trength, to do good, and to whom only the © 
raiſe of all is due; but God, who is rich in Eph. 2.46, 4 
ercy,for his great love 23 he loved 6, e- 6,7 Fa 97 1% 1 
n when we were dead in ſms, bath quiekned us 9 


for wether wit h Chriſt, (by grace ye are ſaved) and 3 
fit th raiſed us up together, and made us ſit together = 
rial heavenly Pay in "_ Jeſus, &c. 5. * by 


L 3 grace 


3 


Ms Se 
| grace are ye ſaved through faith, and that not of 
Jaouour ſelves, it is the gift of God: Not of works, le 
an man ſhould boaſt: For we ave his workmanſh, 
created in Chriſt Jeſus ur to good works which God 
Fo bath before ordained that weſhould walk in them,” 


Ag. 3. 3. God foreſeeing that the Children of Ia 
* = * would, to their own deſtruction, derogate 
from the freeneſs of God's meręy, and con 

fine and annex it to ſame Carnal Priviledges 

which were peculiar to themſelves, in excluſi 

on of others; and ſlight the grace of God, and 
8 deſpiſe others; did in his grea 
Wiſdom, from the beginning, provide again 
this Deceit ; inſomuch, that not only was as 

: | of the Promiſe, after the fleſh was dead; n 
* Rom. 9.10. only this, but when Rebecca alſo had conctivel! 
1 0 one, even by our Father Iſaac, it was ſaid untoh 
4 . the elder ſhall ſerve the younger; whereby G0 
gave the Jews to underſtand, that the Promil 
and grace of God was not annexed to any Cat 


nal Priviledge,Pre-eminence or ConfiderationWd 
theſe being in their own nature narrow and ei 
mited: It was inconſiſtent with the freene 
and unconfinedneſs of the grace of God, to 


reſtricted to the primogeniture, in excluſio 
of others, to whom the Birth-right did no 
Pal. 3.7, 8. belong. Know ye therefore that they which art 
faith, the ſame are the childrenof Abraham. At 

the ſcripture foreſeeing, that God would Juſtifit t 
2 heathen through faith, preached the Goſpel befor 
=] hand unto Abraham, ſay ing, in thee ſhall all natis 
Z be bleſſed. EVVV : REES in 3 * 


one H- 
4 The Apoſtle alledgeth, Mat: 1. 2. For Ag. 4. 


proof of this point, 7heve e 
Code Lord: Net ye ſay wherein haſt thou loved us ? 3 
m. Ne not Eſau Jacobs Brother? ſayeth the Lord: J 
ret Iloved Jacob, and hated Eſau: The Jews 5 
ue id unthankfully aſcribe the Mercies and Bleſ- "y 
gate gs of God to their own deſervings,dimini- .._- 
don hing or denying / the loving kindneſs and 


nercy of God to them; and complaining ra- 
ther of his injuſtice and hard uſage of them. 
Cod, in this, and manyother Texts, tells them, 
hat there was nothing in them or their Fore- 
athers, Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, to merit 


TaaWeod procure his Mercy and Love, and to limit _—_ 
nnd determine him in point of Juſtice ; or in * 


pnſideration of ſome excellency peculiar to 
em, to chuſe them. The Lord did not ſet his Deut. 7:7» 
we upon you, nor chooſe you, becauſe ye were more ; 4" 
number than any people ( for ye were the feweſt .Y 
all people). But becauſe the Lord loved 200345 A 
ud as hath been ſaid, the Lord prevented We 
leir Fathers, with his Graces and Promiſes, and | 
Ifered theſe to them; and becauſe he would 
ep the oath which he had ſworn unto your fathers, 
th the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand 
nd redeemed you out of the houſe of ond. men. 
the confidence of the Jews, in the fleſh, had 
deen well founded, then Eſax and the Edomites 
leſcended of Abraham, had been Heirs, rather 
han Jacob and his Poſterity; ſeeing the 
birth-right would have preferred them ve- 
y much before the Fews. But Eſau profanely * 
deſpiſed the grace of God, he married Wives 
af the daughters of Canaan, from whence his 
= Poſterity 
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Numb. 20. the viſible protection and guidance of the Gods 


Poſterity was Infected and corrupted wit! 
the Idolatry of the Canaanites, and Were th 


denyed them paſſage throu gh. heir Borde ri 
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profeſſed Enemies of the true "God, and ond 
their Brethren, that worſhip ped him, Fr 


when they were returning from Egypt und 


their Fathers, Abraham, Iſaac. ar d.Jacob. Gol 
Was no wiſe tied up from puniſhing the Poſts 
rity of Abraham for their Sins, as much as an 
5 85 ; and T bated Eſau, and laid his mountain 


dl. 3. and his heritage, waſte, for the Dragons of em 
Wilderneſs "Bi Wheress Edom ſayeth, we ere in ign: 
poveriſbed, but me will return and build the % inſt 
5 5 places : thus ſayeth the Lord of Hoſts icke 
they ſhall build but I willthrow dawn ;, and they h 
call them the border of wickedneſs, and the Pen. 1 
againſt, whom the Lord bath indignation for cus, G 
This People had as juſt pretenſions to Carnithe © 
Confidences and Priviledges, as the Jews; WH hat 
notwithſtanding, were reprobated and hate - 
by God, ſo as to be obſerved even by the u. I 

| circumciſed Gentiles, whom the Fews.did Wicluc 
much defpiſe and contemn to be the Bare t 
of wickedneſs, and the people againſt who tl. 

| Lord hath Indignation for ever, The ApoſtiM.T! 
| makes uſe of a plain irrefragable Argun ite 
to proye the freeneſs of God's mercy an an. 
grace; and that the Carnal Confidences,. 5 not 
on which the Jews did depend, could not lf; 4: 
cure the love and favour of God to then pre: 
nor ſhelter them from his Wrath and India e © 
nation, if they continued in their infidelity Wt he 
But that God might make them an exampWi, 
and aſtoniſhment 1 to the Gentiles, whom «hey g 


wit 


JW « 
s 


5 ö —" 2 r «4 5 ls 
2 £ +) 2 W its £ wn ws 1 We 12 
Rü A 8 * * Fg. EOS... » 4 — PR! A do . * 
6!“ p 2 Melina. N 
g * =; 4 . CY 27 of 5 * . 2. * 4 2 of 
E a = . =. FO * - £ 
v < 8 - rr E 
2 5 dy 
, N 8 | do | 
* «az 4 * wu 
fþ 4 Py 
"4 — 


* Ws 


SB EB M 9 N 
5 8 ' 


one 
jc ray in n Wickeln and Fa 
jd hated of God, to the obſervation of the 
[orld as at this day. And are not Chriſtia | 
u inexcuſable, WO reſiſt the evidence 5 N 
ce of Arguments drawn from both theſe, 
many other Examples of God's hatred an > 
lignation againſt. particular Perſons, and 
inſt Nations and Races of 0 for a 
ſckedneſs and Infidelity. p 1 


5. The Apoſtle roves by ancient Pech Sg, $ 
s, God's calling the Gerriles, and à remnanth,,,. 9.24 
he Jews, into his grace, rejecting the body 25, 26, 27, © 
that Nation for Infidelity. I come nom, t 98e. 


nk To explain thoſe Arguments which both 
clude againſt Juſtification by works, an 
Ie thec the Gentil let. 4 . 


l, i. The Promite made fo Grabs Bhd weit Arg. 1. * k 
ite to Chriſt's Incarnation ; now to Abra- Gal 3s 16. 3 
n and his ſeell were the pi awniſes made; he ſay- 9 
not, and unto Seeds, as of many, but as of 
tz and to thy ſeed, which is Chriſt. It cannot 
pretended that any particular Perſons, or 


Ke of Men, merited at the hand of God, 1 
t he ſhould ſend his only begotten. Son into the e 
"ld, to rake. our Nature upon him, to dieand. = 
again * our . If the Promiſes and Ol ; 

| Grace 9 
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was, and is under no limitations or reſtri&o1 


Ep". 1. 


1 


have done any good or evil. Nothing could 


5 good of Mankin ; 
Gentiles as well as Jews, to the adoption 


= the good pleaſure of his Mill, to the 7 
of the 7 of bis grace. And according 


concerning the Mediation of Chriſt, did cc 


our ſalvation; and what Bleffings he {hd 


TIMInec diſpenſing them, by 
conſideration of their Merit. But nothing 
due to him that workethybefore he be born, 


due to Man Le the ſcore of Works, beſo 8 ge. 
he was created; but the redemption of Chi e 1 
18 of the purpoſe of God be ore the Wo 


as to mankind; but ſuch as ariſe out of 
pleaſure of God's good-will, and the eter 
Counſels of his ſoveraign Goodneſs, and Me 
cy; conſulting the : iſe of his grace, and 

And be  predeſtinal 


Children to bimſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, accordi 


the purpoſe of him, who worketh all Thi 
after the Counſel of his own Will, t 
we ſhould be to the praiſe of bis gl 
The firſt Gentile Converts, were Inſtances a 
Proofs, to the Ages to come, of the excet 
ing Riches of God's grace to all men, of 
Nations. ; =. 

Furthermore, the eternal Purpoſe of G 


prehend in it, all that Chriſt was to do 


merit and procure to us, and upon 
terms and conditions they ſhould be difpet 
to Men; and did include the gradual Reve 
tion of the Will of God, and the * ; 
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id the various Diſpenſations of Religion, 
the foreknowledge of the ſucceſs of this 
at Deſign and 'Attempt upon Mankind 
their Salyation. To be elected in Chriſt, 
to be elected according to this Pirpoſe of 
bod in Chriſt, Eph. 1. 4, 5, 11. The khow- 
ive of theſe things which depend upon God's 
e Mercy and arbitrary Pleafure, cannot be 
ned to but by Revelation, and mans 
bowledge of this Purpoſe of God, kept pace 
th the gradual Revelation of it. The eter 
ern purpoſe which God purpoſed in Chriſt . 
is, our. Lord, is no other thing, than the 
el of Chriſt; which, (ſays St. Paul) in - 
gen was not made known" unto the ſons of Eph. 3. f. 
n, 4s it is nom revealed to his holy Apoſtles and | 
bets by the Spirit , it was revealed from the 
pinning 3 firſt, to Adam, more clearly to 
raham, more clearly ſtill, by the Law of 
Wes, and ſucceeding Prophets; until at 
th it broke forth in its greateſt brightneſs. - 
Is called the Promiſe; the Covenant eſpeci- 
after it was confirmed to Abraham by Cir- 
xceWnciſion, upon the condition of Believing; 
fit is called the Myſtery of his Will, accord- | 
to his good pleaſure, which he hath pur- ph» 1. 9, 
kd in himſelf, made known to us by the Go- 
d coe: For all former Revelations of it were 
Ik and obſcure, in compariſon of the Go- 
el; and it is called the wiſdom of God in a 
 WiWhſery, even the hidden wiſdom, which God or- 1 Cor. 2.7. 
pen ned before the World unto our n 
Lerch manifold Miſdom of God accor ding to the e- 


es and Meaſures of Grace, which accompa- 


1 


I tal pur poſe which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Eph. 3. i * 5 


Lord . 
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Led; Wy: the. dr a oof faiths, . 

| God; and the. word of .hi Face, | 
No La given tothe Jemg, or, Covenant ma 

with any particular Per Perſor 

can alter or diſannul the eternal Pu 1 
God. In, Ghriſtz but. the Grace an Bleſſingg 
God are now diſpenſed to all Men. ofwhatey 

Tribe or Nation, unt, FRIED 1 N 

1 cording 41 hie hath choſen us in Chriſt - before. 
| Eph. 1. 4. e f the eder we 

60 according to election, way 

Kom. 9.1 erke, but of him tha pallesh, 


x WT 


This, Argument concludes 2 Is a 
vidently. againſt our being Juſtified.. by.t 
| deeds of the Law; and proves, that. 0 
prevents and calls all by Faith, to en 

the Pr role, of his Mercy and Grace, ha 

4 


as ina clear light, the gradualrevelation of 
| ay 7 and Pleaſure, and the manifoldy 
m of his Dealings and Diſpenſations 

Men, as Riya way for Chriſt's coming in 
fleſh; and the glo uy that ſnould follow. thrg 
the converſion. of Jems and Gentiles, 2 2 
and the reconciliation of both unto ( 
Chriſt, according as he purpoſed in 11 mk 

. 70 before the World Was; . that in ie 

* 1 10 11% of the fulneſs of times, he migli goth 
gether i in one, all things i in Chriſt, both which 
in: Heaven, and which are in Earth. This ſenſe 
cheſe Texts concludes expt eſlyand partieul 
what ſeveral of our Bleſſed, Saviours Farah 
proved, only in general, and is ſubſervi 
to the main Deſi ign of the Apoſtle, who ws. 
bis e to the Epheſians, when he Va 


priſol 


* * 
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iner at Rome, through the 8p ite" and Me | 

+of the Feivs, For his preaching this 8 
the Gentiles d hom he endeavours to eſtabliſh Ge. ; 
the Faith and Knowledge of the Riches of 
ds Mercy and Grace to them, againſt the 

hjetions, Reproaches, and perſecutions of the b. 

e, and asainſt the Offence and Scandat of iy. 3 I, 


Tai ction and W ee 


* 


\ The Fews Were much Kandare at hs ** 
ſs of Chriſt, at his mean ſuffering, Condi- 1 1 >, 
n in the World; the Apoſtles inform. g. 3 
km, that the ſuffering s of Chriſt were fore-L Luk. 22. 
bun and eder by God, that no- 22. 
Ing had befallen him, but what was 'aprecable 
- fore-knowledge and Predeſtination of 

d, revealed in the e of their own 
vphers. OY | | 


They wery wen oped att ſandalized 
bat The calling ofthe Gentiles; the Apoſtles, 
convert the Fews, and confirm the Gentiles 
the Faith of Chriſt, ſhew, That the calling 
the Gemiles into the grace of God, was 
t-known and predetermined: by him, and 

e Writings of their own Prophets did 

ike known before-hand, the Predeſtinations 
God's Will concerning this. And God 
bear witneſs to the Truth of theſe Prophe-- 
„ by pouring down the gifts and graces af 
Spirit upon the Gentiles, as well as the 
ms accordingly; wherefore the Jews had no 
aſon to be Scandalized, but ought to have 
aowledged, and praiſed the Wiſdom, and 
vice Knowledge, and Truth, and 92 


„ N S ee ee 
Add. 165. frſt, did viſit rhe Gentiles, to tale out of them 
14,15, 16, People for- his name. 7 And ro this, agree. L. 

17,18. Words of the Prophets, & ci Known unto 6, 

92 are all his works, rem the begining of i the world 


| Moreover the Holy Ghoſt did tak the! 
; pollles the Fundamental Truths of the Chr 
ſtian Religion, and the calling of the Gem 
| by enlightning their Minds to underſtan 
wah 24. the Law and the Prophets - - All things muſt| 
44245» 46, fulfilled which were written in the lam of Moſes, 
47% the Prophets, and inthePſalms, concernin 1 * 
e.th ourBleſſed Saviour.) Then opened 
derſtanding, that they might un rſtand 0 ſer 
tures; and ſaid unto them, Thus it is written, 
. thas-66 behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, andto riſe fromt 
AQ > 7. dead the third day: And that repentance and 
31. and io, miſſion of ſms ſpould be preached in his name, 


% mong all nations, beginni 12 Jeruſalem. Thu 


when the Apoſtles teach that God will Judg 
| theworld in : righteonſaek by that man whom 
hath ordained; that Chr iſt, is He who was'0 
dained of God to be Fudge of quick and diu 
the meaning is, that it is evident from theol 
Dar. 4113. Teſtament, particularly Daniels viſion, th 
2 one of the ſons of men was ordained to be the Jul 
of the World; and the Apoſtles did teſtifiean 
Prove from Chriſt's reſurrection from d 
dead, and the accompliſhment of other Pre 
phecies i in his Perſon, that he was that ſon of n 
And when it is ſaid that the Elect, partly Jen 
partly Gentiles,were predeſtinated to m_ ado} 
tion of Children, by Jeſus Chriſt; it Ee | 
that ancient Prophecies declare and 


f wy 
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at th G entiles. ſhould be fellow-heits with” 
„and partakers of the 1 
ide Galle” So that the ies of the . 
Ii Teſtament, which the Jews acknowledge 
reveal and contain the Predeterminations 
U Counſels of Gods Will, predeſtinate Cen- 
u, as well as Jews, to the Inheritance of the 
laren of God. And this Argument hath 
+ oreateſt; Force and Ev dence, to convince - 
Jews of Chriſt Divine Miſſion;of the truth 
[his Doctrine, of the calling of the Gentiles, 


dof our $67) Juſtified by Eaith alone. But © 


vould have been a vain ridiculous thing, 
& Apoſtle to have declared and afhrmed, in 
ler to anſwer the Objections of the Jews, / 
it God, by an Eternal ſecret arbitrary De- 
mination of his will, without all fore-know- 
ige of, or regard to the Faith or.Infidelity 
men, had ſelected a determinate number of 
n to eternal Life; whom in conſequence of 
Election, he determined to fave by an ir- 
itible grace; and that uncircumciſed Gen- 
were of that number; and that God did 
blutely reprobate the reſt of Mankind, for 
glory of his Holineſs and Juſtice: (though 
glory of his Name be ſo eminently and 
ly diſplayed and exalted in the Sufferings 
Chriſt or ſin, and the way whereby he for- 
ſes fin, that its hardly conceivable how it 
uld receive any acceſſion, by the eternal 
er ings of ſilly, degenerate, wretched Men, 
their abſolute reprobation) for,ſeeing the 
ee is ſecret, and not revealed, What 
uid the Apoſtle infer and conclude from i it, 
alnſt the Errors of the Jews? For ſuppoſe the 


ew 


accepting and Juſtifying them in Chriſt, ; 
wWeas a fure pledge of 1 futuregloHiſmic 
and hen they remembred, that God, ech 


Rom. 8.29• his Son; that he might be the firſt-born 


Cruelty, Reproaches, and Ob jections of 
the Fore- knowledge and Predeſtination 
former Argument ; ſo it is very cond 


the Accompliſhment of fo many Probl 
concerning Chriſt and his Doctrine, 
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Truth of his Doctrine; and of his be 


of the Gentiles'were In 
And — to encour age both Jem. aud 0 
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les Teton; they oa wich c 5 ete 
of Reaſon, have = that they, i= 
TIE 9 1 ane ; oe Gentiles Werd 


Furthermore, „ Penh bab c 
1 Holy Ghboft on the Gentile Converts, 4 
the Periyine their Hearts by Faith, was! 
undoubted Argument of Gods Mercy and Le 


ing to the Prelictions andDeclarations oft 
Prophets, fore knew, and predeſtinated Cen 
as well as Jems, to be conformed to the Image 


ny Brethren : this did migh tily ſtrengthen 
confirm them in the faith of Chriſt, againſt 


Fews. This ſenſe of of theſe Texts, concern 
God, as it agrees with what is faid in 


againft the Jews; who, if they had nud 
ſtood the Writings of their o-w-n Prophd 


have been a Demonſtration to them, of 


the Meſſias, whom they expected; and pri 
that we are juſtified by Faith in the Promi 
vealed from the beg ini f the rind mi 

itors with the 


f 


be in * Toth, 8 Obes ence of Chriſt, 

But then thoſe Texts afford no — 

bent, nor Proof of the Dodrine. of Abſolute 

«vn WY Re Ya, oh | And” to *. 

U m £0 uch a 5 

are them uſeleſs to all . 7 Bla 1 decrs 
eſe Purpoles 3 and .makes "Ih 1,23 gu a4. ee 
le Apoſtles ſtyle all Rea - "cauſa. predeſtinati + alia | 
baing ,very obſcure, ſubtil, 31, 325 337 34. | 
nd intricate, and apt to en- "I 

e Men into very nice, curious, per ieee, 
4 hurtful Speculations, and a 


kgs and. Debarts. Ireen 4 . 5 


4 To make ſome. 1 ee 55 this i 
* ine of Juſtification by Faith, as it is im- 
ediately oppoſed to Juſtification by. Works. 


nd I ſhall improve it to n or Four 
l Poe | | 3 
To. ſlew that the Dodrine of the 
urch of Rome, concerning the Merit of good 
brks, is inconſiſtent with a true Chri ſtian 
th :. For whatever is of Faith, is, of the 
bmiſe ;. and conſequently, is not Merito- | 
us. All Men, in the ſtate of Nature; are 
der the Obligations of the Covenant of 
orks; and if any could give a perfect O- 
lience to the Law of God; he would ac- 
it it himſelf of his Duty, but could not pre- 
id to Merit at the hand of God: All that 
| are, all that we have, and all that we 
a do, is of God, and ſhould be employ'd 
his Service. (Lale 17. 7, 8, 9, 10.0 All 
Nation from the Obligations and Penal- 
A a | ties 


5 | Ge 4 30 does not 5 vs to 
N obey bis Law. of our ſelves, but affords uy 
the aſſiſtance of his grace; this is of his 
; 5 Ra Faun our Lord; and the more 
per fee Ry. Lake, enables any to obey his Lanz 
| 7: Meaſures and Degrees. of grad 
8 5: Barger, Him; the great ter the Mercy 
and. 2 of God to him, and the. mon 
is he indebted to God; fo. that, that Obedienci 
bY is of Faith, lays no Is eb 01 
_ God. to reward us in point of Juſtice; bu 
the more perfect it 1s, the more are 
bound and engaged in point of Duty an 
Gratitude, to acknowledge the goodael 
and grace of God, for enabling us to. 
that, which we were obliged to do u 


out his aſſiſtance, under no ef Penal th 1a 
eternal Death. 


Moreover, wht Obedicice 65 8 men 
not perfect, but is attended with à mixture 
Imperfection, many Failings and Infirmitie 
if we were to be Judged and examined 
cording to the rigour of the Law, we ſhot 
be found lyable to eternal n, 0 
Therefore while we ſtand in need of Mer 


Forgiveneſs for Chriſt's 1 thers. can 
Pretence to Merit. 3 
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- Firtheniins) Gatazudltyphartioia 
his grace, but carryes on the Work begllh 
by him; aud while we are ee 
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K | many * Dangers | 
9 bub and emptations, ſuperable 
ke aſſiſts; ſüpports, ald es dis dy F 
Nw the fot ſhall l, ; ot to liveby 7ÿ 
Faith in the Promiſes; and yet to meritthe 
race of God, or to merk eternal. Life; Ba 
plain contradiction. The Iſraelites held e 
land of Canaan by the Promiſe of God: Aſter 1 1 
8 accordin g to his Promiſe, had poſſeſſed _ 
them of | 8 95 Honoie of, his. Name was en „ 


8 


bh lt * was to cht 1 5 
bd it was diſpleaſing to God, when they 
hent out againſt their Enemies, t ruſting, in 
their owa ſtrength, or in ariy thing beſides him: 
ud upon their aſſuming any part of the Ho- 
ur. of the Victory to themſelves,” he with- 
kw his Aſſiſtance and Protection from them: 
ley were very prone to fruſtrate thePromiſe; = 
d forfeit the Protection of God by their in- 
lelity and vain Confidences; God did fig- 
ly declare his diſlike of their Foliy and 
aity, by commanding Gideon to dilinifs a 
teat part of his Army; And the? A fad , 
It Gideon, the people that ave with thee; are too 
my for me to give the Midianites into their 
3 ; left Hael vain: themſelves againſt me; 

„ mine own hand bath ſaved me; | Chriſt | 
1 Lord regenerates us by his Spirit, and -, 
ts us in a ſtate of Grace and Salvation; he i 8 
aged for his own honour and N * | 
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mies, if wðe truſt aud depend on hin. WM * 
Wfezetene ns Dau went ou Hain Goliah, L 
not with a Sword, Hor with a Spear, nor with G 
a Shield, but inthe. name of the Lord, de 
_ God of the Armies f rail, whom Giliab 4M © 
Fell; To we ſhould: go ont” againſt the Ene fa 
ies of our Souls and Happinefs, che Devil le 
the World, and the Fleſh; not truſting in on © 
* ow-n ſtrength, but in the name of our Log (c 
Jeſs Chriſt; for the ſucceſs of this Warte e 
is the advancement of his Kingdom; it 5" 
bis Might and Power that we are enable 
to 'grapple with theſe Enemies, and ohe e 
come them; and the glory of the: Victor 
belongs unto him, according to the & {the 
cluſion of that form of Prayer, which i" 
hath taught his Church; For. thine Ch Ju 
Kingdom, and the power, and the le. = 
muſt not vaunt our ſelves againſt C Chriſt bree 
Lord, faying our Prayers faſting; and wor „ 
of righteouſnefs, have ſaved us, frof trail”. 
the ine, or making Faith void. 4 4 6 | 
God, N delivering his Na - fi ag! 
Egypt, had purchaſed a great Name; ho 
made him terrible to his Enemies, the thus 
and hope of his people. The Monuments! Wo! 
Memorials of his Name, and of their C 
ligations to give up themſelves: to be fu In 
and ruled by him, were preſerved in : 45 
Temple of Jeruſalem: And the 00 
bred by Works of his mercy were rem 4 Ke 
ed 12 the ations tions and Obſervances? um! 


- forll 


1 ts n his EY fed 3 
dei their Enemies, or were Captives in a ſtran 
Land, for for aking him, and placing their-- 


7 confidence in the F alſe Of IC S or Idols of the 
the Heathens, Ee in the Awn 1 . of. Fleſh; upon 
de- their praying towards the Temple of 25 


laem, they turned their back — 7 their 
Idols, and locked towards the Monuments 

and Memorials of the great Works God had 
done for them, Which they did thankfully 6 
commemorate, confefſing his Name, who is of 
great, power aud might, who. is mercifut 
and flow to anger, and mindful of his CO- 
yenant and Promiſes; and in Pur ſuanee of the 
Leracious intent of his promiſes, had granted 
them many ſignal - Deliverances' in ancient 
times: Wherefore they purpoſing to ferye 
him only, and obey his Laws, did lay hold 


great Name by Faith. For if God's People 
on their part, believe in his Name, and 
y for Safety and Salvation to his Promiſes 
y Faith; he never fails to make good his 
Promiſes, hearing, and faving them accord- 
nglys And his Name is glorified by the 
whole Church throughout the Worid at 
this day, for his great 1 my. 25 rvelous 
Works to that People. D 
In like manner, as we are Wander of 2 
pure Church, and _ Join with any Congre- 
gation of Chriſtians to hear Gods Word, 
to worſhip him, and receive his Sacraments, 4 
alminiſtred according to his Word; we wor⸗ 
| A I ß 


on his Promiſes, and took ſanctuary in his 


lip the eral fat ere 
. We have the -monaments- and memorials of Mic! 
it, we have the Bread and Wine of the Lords 
Supper, that Brei of Life Which canje 
down from Hearn, 
af the Son of God, which he gave for the Lift 


4 
q * — 5 
- IR; - 


of Chriſt for our Salvation, whereof+ this 
the miraculous Deliveraflces of the gem; 
þ and plain ſhining diſcov Ty 
_ Scripture of the New Teſtament, which con- 
which con d be revealed by the Spirit 


ing Monument of the Miraculous Deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, accords 


ed the wonderful Works of God towards 


dogs: Fab thin 


the Fleſh and Blood 


of the World: The Death and Suffering $ 
Sacrament” is a memorial, is far. beyond all 
and is a more full Declaration of his Name; 


of the lotyiel 
e have 5 the 


his Infinite Perfections. 


tains the great Myſteries of our RO 
0 


God- only, and which is a ſtanding and lat 


ing to Chriſts Promife before he left them: 
And according, to the ſame Promiſe, he is 
to continue with the Church to the end of 
the World. In the Scriptures, which art 
read daily in the Charches, we have record: 


the Children "of Men, and the marvellous 
Gifts and Powers with which the Holy Ghoſt 
endued the Apoſtles; and ſhed forth on thoſe 
who believed y their Miniſtry: The changes 
which the Chriſtian Religion wrought upon 
Men, were ſo frequent, ſo wonderful and 
often ſo ſudden, that the Heathens were 
amazed andaſtoniſhed at them. Moreover, 
we 2 the Feaſts of the Church, — are 

Nt ys 


\ 


of Ged. And in the holy Aſſemblies 
bs cb — — 3, to obey Gods 


oe Laws - through Fafeh in his Name, ane 
ae - them dayly.” Now if we dd fncete- ; 
ve W believe ane "thankfully commencrate tile 2 
is Wlicſtimable-J6ve of "Goa; in our” redeniptic 3 
ay jeſus Chriſt; and the marvellous m gnty 9 
6: Wiener and Efficacy of his Word and: SR 


beats, we elotific and confeſs his won nathe 


of W faith, for his wondetful Doities in times 
he * and cannot mifs by- the” f me © FAIR, 


n 60d for his Names ſake; to ful. 1 
0 bis” romiſes to us, to the ſaving of our - ;- 
ofWhou!s : for to believe, and heartily to acKnow- - Vl 
age that God: did many marvellous Works, 

e purſuance of the intent of his Promiſes, 

rb times paſt, and. that he, who is with- 

met all variableneſs and ſhadow of alterati- e 

will fulfil his Promiſes to us, and to o- 

ers in times to come, is the ſame chiag B 

are kick qualifies us alike for both; for weare 9 
rd ptized in the ſame Spirit, and haves „ _ 
mai the ſelf fame Promiſes : Thus thankfully = | 
ous commemorate and contemplate the glori- _ . 1 
onus Majeſty of our God and Redeemer; _ 
hole Wd thankfully to acknowledge, and fincere- = 
ge WW believe his Incomprehenſible Mercy, muſt "Y 
ponWeeds baniſh and drive away all Thoughts _ 
and Merit from our Minds, and ſet us a Work, © © 


dpratſe and admire that Mercy, Grace, and 
dom, which render themſelves glorious _ 

axe d mat vellous, by faving fuch ſinful, miſe- 
 -A as rable, 


a 8 add. truſt. in our , Holineg 
: ee is to ere the Nameofou 


So, and to bagſt before hic, as ff e 
gnhat needalliths 


Mercy, which. he proſer 
us; and could, to our 'own- Honour, mes 
that Reward which he -wouldybave us, 0 
Faith, to acknowledge to be of his Promi 
to the praiſe of his Name. Many of ouſi 

| Bleſſed Saviour's Inſtructions, and a g 
part of the Epiſtles, of his A poſtles, 'ane le 
pelled againſt: this Pride, Uathankfulneſ 
{ and Infidelity, becauſe we, are. prone: tajal 
and cal hardly. diſcern: - ſubdue itz 0 
very many thereby make Shipwrack of th 
Faith; therefore thoſe Principles and U 
ctrines which indulge it, and conſpire wit 
theſe. Luſts of Men, which are moſt oppolit 
to the Spirit of the Chriſtian Religion, an 
Which, of all others, do moſt endanger 4h 
Souls of Men, ought. to be carefully guards 
'againſt, and rejected. Aud all fuld 
cerely,, believe, and acknowledge, That 

are not worthy of the leaſt of God's Me 
cies; and that it is not of him that will 


nor, of him that e as. 4. hin e 
6h ORs, . 1 


7 


We cannot 8 5 far we ſtandol 
 liged © to God for his Mercies, unleſs we ji 
Er 00.2 cerely acknowledge, that he may juſtly. de 9 
e eme He told Moſes that his Name is, 
that I Am; intimating, that he is eternal al 
Independent | ia his Exiſtence and rec an 


2 


berfectic n and . . he is am 
þlalute: Maſter: of his Mercies; and free to 
ſe and diſpenſe them to w hom he wills; 


nized in thegdiſpofal of his Mercies by mean, 
partial, limit sand Conſiderations, 
Wat, by the Frm en wg Free-will of his 
ternal ſovernign Goodneſs, and univerſal 
Love... Nothi More more ob C 

bod's goodneſs, than to attribute it to any 
ing beſides its ow] : greatneſs, and over- 
ling fulneſs. God does good to us, and 
[ pitiplies, his Mercies upon us daily, 1 
is good, and delights in Mercy; there- 
bre we ſhould be fo humble and Fo as 
p reſign all our Mercies; all that we are, 


d that we have, up to the diſpoſal and 


ute. univerſal Love, and independent Sove- 
ga-goodnefs,. humbly worſhipping him, 


ry, Honour, and power ; for thou haſt created 


iſlet 
2 


n A true Grid en Faith, ſerves. to ive 


»; #5 


Ind Quietneſs of Mind, 


F ble love of God, and not upon our Own. 
1d | lerit, ang. Righteouſneſs, which is m 
1 


A 


47 be grac ious to wham 1 will be grauious, and 5 . 
ml bew merey to mum I will ſbem mercy;; ſigni- Pd. 3. | 
hing that ho inaneonkined, anch is not deter- 1g, * 


the g glory of 


rice of God, in acknowledgment of his in- 


PG: Thon art worthy, O Lord, to receive 


things, and Jor 7 me they Wh: and 
Wh UG Henke, ph Ph WT. 


ten great confidence in the Mercy and 

race of God; 4 Westie conſtant Peace, 
eeing it is found- 

upon the ſure Promiſes, and unchange- 


SER MO 


fect and fleeting: Faith adreſſts to God 
not as to a tonchy being of a cankerd D. 
fition, that frowus fbr every Infir mity, e 

s enrag'd for every Crime, which fo 

: . Temptations may overpoer, or ſurprize U 
into; but as unto a lovin Father, and and gra 
cious Redeemer, whoſe Wiſtlom very mae 
pities our Infirmities ad bollies': / wh 
long⸗-ſufſering even beats" Wit heine 
Ctimes, and follows us with His Mercy an 
Profers of Salvation, even when we 
running away from him, forſaking our Oh 
Happineſs: He ſtretches out his Hand all ti 
day Iong, and calls to us, turn je; turn pen t 
Sinners, why mill ye die? 766 is the way, walk 
in it, The' true Chriſtian, by Faith, beuif 
moſt ſenſible of his ſin and unworthineh, if hl 
fhought his own Righteouſneſs were conſide 
ed as the meritorious cauſe of his Juſtificatidi 
and reconciliation to God, would be moſt ap 
- be diſcouraged, and diſconſolate : „ but h 
vb his Mind on God, the Father of our Lor 

s Chriſt, and caſts himſelf wholly on hi 

— and the Experience of his Love ant 
Grace, inſpires great Love, noble and piou 
Reſolutions, and baniſhes Fear and Anxiety 
ſo that the true Chriſtian confeſſes his Sins 
asks forgiveneſs of them; begs the help of God 
Grace, and ferves God not with a Waviſh Fear 
and a dejected Mind, full of doubting, anxiety 
and diſmal Apprehenſions; „ but- with a fila 
profound Reverence, with great joy and thank 
fulneſs of Heart, and confidence in his tendelif 
Mercy. When God had given his AY | 
2 People 


pple 


" ce, 


a. AS IMS * Nn 8 
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ople the Land of Canaan as their Inheri- 525 
ne, from him; he was engag d to preſerve 

d maintain the Honour of his Name, by de- 
(ding, bleſſing, and protecting them in the . 
ſeſſion of it; even ſo, when God through 
ut marvellous Redemption, which is in Jefug 
riſt, hath delivered the humble Chriſtian 
m the bondage of ſm, poſleſſed him of his 
ace, and made him an Inheritor of eternal 
: He is engaged, out of a regard to his 
Glory, to carry on that Work toPerfection, 


the glory of his Incomprehenſible Love, an 

dom inChriſt, may ſhine forth in all hisDeal- 

z and Mercies towards him; and he is con- 

bt of this very thing, that he which hath begun Phil. 1. 6, 
mad merk in him, will perform it until the day of EY Mn, 
Chriſt. our Faith and Hope hath a ſure _ _ 
indation in the Love of God in Chriſt, and 
Peace and joy of our Mind, ſpringing thence, 
conſtant and laſting ; therefore being juſtifi- 

ty Faith, we have peace with God, through our Rom. 5. r. 


r Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have acceſs by Faith 5 * 
| hp (15 grace, wherein we ſtand and rejoyce in the —_ 
anf * glory of God, &c. But as to them Eo 
nou are not humble enough to renounce all 


fidence in themſelves and their own Merits, 
o profeſs, That they are ſaved by Faith alone, 
thave not brought down their Pride, and 
 haughtineſs of their Spirit, to receive this 
nth, in the Love and Practice of it, but add 
fair own Merit to the Account; they cannot 
1ankWMpy ſuch a conſtant, ſolid Peace, but muſt be 
ndecntly toſſed and perplexed with Doubt- 
Ds oF RI 
8 — 


ct 
Sins 
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Fear 
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SERMON X. 
ings and Diſtruſt; ſeeing, that upon whi 


they depend, is fleeting; -and will not endu : 
an impartial,” ſtri& Examination; and th 7 
have for the moſt part a ſurly, dejet 1 
Countenance, and are Proud, Peeviſh, | ( * 
ſorious, and Uncharitable to others. M5 
3. This Doctrine of Faith ſerves to ma bo 
us charitable to others, for it pulls dots 
all Conceit of our own Merit, and byM.... 
profound humiliation. of our ſelves, ; with 
draws that Fewel which breeds and nouriſſ l 
contempt of others, and diſpoſes us to coll 
paſſionate the low, degenerate ; conditi, u. 
of our Nature in all; Faith does hig de: 
exalt and admire the Love of God ia CH 1 
to all, and diſpoſes us to conform our ſel gen 
unto it, in gur Hearts and Practiſes; Mie « 
an uncharitable Spirit is contrary to, MA, 
reſiſts the Spirit of Chriſt, and IS Incor 0 uch 
ſtent with Faith in the Promiſe of his gt 7 
will and grace to all; which is the. Fo bod; 


dation of our praying for all; Has co 
Faith in Chriſt, and Love to him, as 
Head, his moſt loving Redeemer, and 
tectour, who, not only pities, but feels 
Sufferings, and reſents all Injuries and ine ve 
ſtices done to him, as done to himſelf; 3 
conſiders any good done to him as a te 
mony of thankfulneſs to himſelf? Can any 
dreſs to Chriſt, as thus tenderly affected 
wards him, and his Concernments even 
the midſt of Dangers, and Troubles? Ind 
he muſt needs know and believe alſo, grace 
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'SERMON X. „% 
hriſt is the Head and common Saviour f 
thers, his Fellow Members; and therefore 
jill be as careful not to injure them in their 
duls, as not to offend Chriſt, who died for 
hem ; and as diligent and watchful to do 
od, and promote the Happineſs of their 
ls, as to teſtifie his Love and grateful 
ſentments to Chriſt; and will have a 
titable tenderneſs and regard to their tem- 
oral Intereſts and Concernments. So that 
ith does. powerfully direct and diſpoſe us 
b love. our brethren for Chriſt's ſake. 


Moreover, Faith enlightens the Mind to 
Inderſtand our Duty aright, and gives us 
| view of our many Failings, and heinous 
offences againſt it, and diſpoſes the hum- 
he Chriſtian to praiſe and admire the Love 
ad Mercy of God, who forgives him ſo 
uch; is thankful for his grace, and will 
pt pretend to ſet. Bound to the Mercy of 
00d, in reſpect of his Fellow-ſervants ; nor, 
> W comprehend the Diſpenſations of his Wit= 
em, who makes all things, even the Sins 
Ad Failings of them that love him, work to- 
els ether for good to them; and when by Faith 
une veiws the incomprehenſible Mercy of God, 
5 Jo forgives him fo much, he is power 
| ifflly diſpoſed readily and heartily. to forgive 
1 "Wis Brother ſome ſmall Debt, any Offences he 
ed nay have committed againſt him, for Chriſt's 
[oOFakc, who forgives him ſuch an Infinite ſum; 
Id when he finds himſelf enabled by the 
race of God, to be charitable, to ſubdue * 
the 
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3 f N 
the ſtubborn Luſts and Affections of the Fleſ 
to love his Enemies, and bleſs his Perſe 
tors; heartily to compaſſionate the lameng: 
ble condition of bad Men; ſincerely, ar 
zealouſly wiſhing and endeavouring, th 
they may repent and be ſaved; he col 
cludes, that God, who is the Fountain of x 
this Charity, and mercifulneſs, in him, mu 
needs be much more merciful and loving t 
all; and has, no doubts of the great 16 
of God to himſelf and others; ſo that 
Faith in the love of Chriſt is much intcreaſe 
and quickned ; wherefore it is evident, the 
Faith and Charity keep pace with one anc 
ther, ſtrengthen and increaſe each the oth 


mutually. — 7 | ah 

| 3 ee ee 
4.᷑. this Doctrine of Faith diſpoſes us oi; 4 
be much in Prayer, and puts many earn be- 
Supplications in our Mouths ; when the hun” 
ble Chriſtian veiws the Number and Streng 
of his Enemies, his own weakneſs and fo Por 


lorn hopeleſs Condition, he gets himſelf f 
God, the Father of heaven, right hun 
bly, and diſclaming all confidence in his on 
Merits; he cryes aloud for mercy, and u 
more he conſiders his own Unworthine 
Miſery and Dangers, the more earneſtly dc 
he pray, and doubles, tripples, and mu 
tiplies the humble Supplications and lou Var 
Eryes of his Soul for mercy and grace; wher 
fore, not only the Litany, but all the Offiq; 
of this Church are the genuine Languay l he! 
and Devotion of humble Supplicants, and Q4%01 
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true Chriſtian- Faith; any Affection of our 
und being put in a3 vehement Motion, 
nlarges and ſtrengthens its felt, and ſhews its 
jehemency by repeating the lame Expreſſions; 
us a vehement grief Breaks out in re- 
niſt Pſal. 145. By repeating ſentencey 
the ſame importance, figathes the vehe- 
nency and inlargement of his Soul in his 
xitcrated Purpoſes and Deſires to praiſe 
God. I will extol thee my God; O king, I will bleſs Mat. 15. 
iy name for ever; every day will 1 bleſs thee, 21.to 28. 
d I will praiſe thy name jor evers Mark. 
0. 47." &c. a blind man that ſar by the way 
ke begging, when he heard that Jaſusm of Na. 
wreth paſſed by, he began to cry out, and jay 
Feſus thou ſon of David, have mexey on 
Ie; and many charged bim that he wauld hold 
ks /peace, but he cryed the more a great deal, 
uu ſon of David haue mercy. on me. We 
we a notable Inſtance of the Humility and _ . 

Wevalence with God in the Goſpel of this 
by, Have the Sons and Daughters of this 
hurch a true Chriſtian Faith, which re- 
bunces all confidences in our ſelves, and Ml 
ſts and depends wholly upon the mercy 4A | 
ud grace of God? Does an humble ſenſe of = 
ir Sin and Danger, and fervent Charity 
wards the Souls of one another, prompt 
to cry aloud, to cry mightily to God 

WW mercy ? This Church in all the Offices 

her Liturgy affords us an agreeable De- 

nd Motion, and repeated Supplications for mo 

en 
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Men are apt to find fault with what is 
bove them, therefore they who in the 
private Devotion, have no experience 
uch fer vour and importunity, look upon th 
as a Fault, which is indeed a great Con 
mendation, and an Argument that the A 
thors and Compoſers of the Liturgy of th 
Church, had attained' to ſuch Meaſures a 
Degrees of Humility, Faith, and Chari 

as — men are altogether unacquaint 
with. = 


| Lmighty God, who ſeeſt that we hart 
The Col- A Power of our ſelves, to help our. ſel 
left of the keep xs both outwardly in our Bodies, and i 
Day. wardly in our Souls, that we may be defen 
ed from all Adverſities, which may happen 
: the boch; and from all evil Thoughts, whi 
may aſſault and hurt the ſoul, through Je 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen 


A Lmaughty and. everlaſting God, who bat 
nothing that thou haſt made, and d 
forgive the ſins of all them, &c. 


— 
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SERMON XI. 
Pſal. CXXXV. Ver. 6. 
Whatſoever the Lord pleaſed, that did He 


in Heaven and in Earth, in the Seas, 


and all deep places. 


HE Idols of the Heatheas' are Silver 
and Gold, the work of mens Hands. 
They have Mouths but they Speak not, 
Eyes have they, but they See not, they 
ave Ears but they Hear not; neither is their a- 


ed in them, were not aſhamed to ſpeak to 
hat which had no Life, they called upon 
hat for Health which was Weak, and which 


al, knowing that it was unable to help 
t ſelf : They prayed for Life to that which 
ms Dead; and for a good Journey to that 
mch could not ſet a Foot forward: They 
ryed to that which could not Anſwer, nor 
me them out of trouble. Theſe Heathens 
ere not more Fooliſh by Nature than other 


10 


Jen; and yet we are apt to be aſtoniſh'd at 


teir folly, and to ſay, they that ſerved and 
B b in 


uſted in dead ſtocks and ſtones, more than 


V. 13, 15; 


Breath in their Mouths. But they whoru- 


hey made faſt with Iron that it might not 


thou take ſuch. liberty in Sinning, as if he 


if he wanted Power to Puniſh thee? And mi 


S8 ER MON XI. 
in Almighty God, were as blind and ſtupid 
as theſe Idols they Made and, Worſhiped: 
They that make. them are like unto them, ſo il Go 
every one that truſteth in them. Doſt thou 0 reſt 
man, who art forward to condemn the Hea- £Y?'** 
thens, for their folly in Worſhiping ftocks and.“ 
ſtones, the Workmanſhip of mens hands; ue 
worſhip and behave thy ſelf to the Almighty abſc 
Creator of all things, as it he were like the 1 
Idols of the Feathens, blind without Power ha 
and Life? doſt thou who ptofeſſeſt to Wor- © 
ſhip and Serve the true and living God only, "et 
Serve him more unfaithfully, than they Serve 
their Idols? Doſt thon addreſs thy ſelf to 
the moſt high Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
with lefs reverence of Body and Mind, "thay 
they were wont to preſent themſelves "befor 
their Gods; which yet were no Gods. Dot 


had no Eyes to ſee thee? And Blaſpheme bi 
Name, as if he had no Ears to hear theeW 
Poſt thou inſolently tranſgreſs his Laws, 


ſtruſt his Promiſes, as if he wanted Juſtice ti 
perform them ? Doſt thou live in the World 
as if thou received'ſt nothing from him, as! 
he did not meddle with thy affairs and tho 
had nothing to do with him? And doſt the 
condemn and deſpiſe the Heathens, for thel 
Idolatry, who are guilty of greater and 1 mor 
inexcuſable folly? e 

To acknowledge and glorifie God as thi 
Maker and Ruler of all things, is to confeſf 
his Godhead, and to exalt him above all e 
ther Gods. 7 know that the Lord is great, 


thi 


neee 
Ty that our Lord is above all God; For there is no 
% % Cod in Heaven, or In Earth, that is able to 
10 eeſiſt or withſtand him. Whatſoever the Lord 
Tea. Meaſed, that did He in Heaven and in Earth, 
. the Seas and all deep places. In the follow- 
ds; Ning verſes, he alledges everal inſtances of his 
ubſolute Power and Government. 
The Text affirms plainly, that God do's 
hatſoever he pleaſes in Heaven and in Earth, 
in the Seas and all deep places; that is every 
here, He rules abſolutely over and. in every 
reature : For even the malice and wickedneſs 
f Devils and Ungodly Men, which he doth 
ot approve. off, are tempered and managed 
him, as fit tools and weapons to perform 
Id execute his will. Men are very prone 
0 forget God, and to diſown him in the 
Wovernment of the World; a ſenſe of their 
Willy and danger, ſhould excite them diligently 
id ſeriouſly to conſider theſe arguments . 
ich are proper to beget and increaſe, the 
Nowledge and belief of God's Almighty Pow- 
and Wiſdom, ruling in and over us and 


* 


| things. For this end 1 ſhall conſider theſe 
Wings. FR | | & 

See ne of his abſolute Power and 

»Vernment , recorded in Scripture for our 

truction. „ 

2. That the dayly Proceedings of God, in 

e ordinary courſe of his Providence, are as 
Mich to be regarded and depended upon, as 

ſelleſe marvellous inſtances of his Power, record- 
u q in his word; becauſe, (I.) They are of a 

ee with them, and ſerve like ends and pur- E 
„% Pes: (2.) Becauſe God concerns himſelf in 3 


Vu £; 


the Government of the World, as much now ax 
ever; and the Works of Nature are to beat. 
tributed to God as much as Miracles. 
3. I ſhall conſider the extent and breadth 
of the Wiſdom and Power of God, in the 
Preſervation and Government of the World. I. 
4. That the over-ruling Power and Proyi- 
dence of God, were as indiſcernable in many 
works and events, which in Scripture are 1 
ſcribed unto him; as in theſe we ſee and he 
of daily. | | E 
J. That God hath a perfect knowledge an 
foreſight of all future events. _ 
6. I ſhall excite and exhort, to a diligen 
obſerving of the Hand and Wiſdom of Godot 
in the works of. Providence; even in the mid 
nuteſt things. And I ſhall make ſome pradhiſſd- 
cal obſervations. ' 5 Walk 
1. Let us conſider ſome inſtances, of Mid c 
abſolute Power and Government, recorded i" th 
Scripture, - did not God govern the WorlF!c 
and obſerve the actions of Men, when he d. 
ſtroyed the Old World with a deluge of wn 
ter, for their Sins, ſaving Righteous NuÞd th 
and his Family in the Ark? Do's not he off} fro 
ſerve and Puniſh the Wicked, and Proteſſik 1: 
the Righteous, who Rained Fire and Brin (cape 
ſtone from Heaven, on Sodom and Gomorra Lan 
ſending his Angels to ſave Lot? The Lord knonfeO0ple 
2 Pet. 2. 9. th how to deliver the G odly out of Temptation ar 400 
and to reſerve the unjuſt unto the day of Judgmielro « 
to be puniſhed. The Text hath a ſpecial enge 
ference, to thoſe inſtances and proofs of God ds. 
Providence and. Almighty Power, which we 
exerted and manifeſted in the * 
ä e 
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teliverance of his People, from the Tyranny - 
As of the Egyptians. God wrought many Mira- 
at- Ades, and ſent many tokens and diſcoveries of 


is greatneſs, and irreſiſtible Power, into the 
IchMaidſt of Egypt: He ſmote the firſt born of 
the pt, both of Man and Beaſt z and multiplied 


he Egyptians, among whom they were living, 
reſerving them from theſe Plagues, which did 


ade his own people to go forth like Sheep, and 
ded them in the Wilderneſs like a Flock. Did 
ot God whatſoever he pleafed in the Sea 
nd all deep places ? When he divided the 
ked-Sea, and made the People of [/ract to 
ralk in the midſt of the Sea, as on dry Land, 
id cauſed the Waters to ſtand up, as a wall 
Mn cheir right hand and on their left; but 
eſe Waters knew not the Gods of the. E- 
1ians, and therefore they came again upon 
em and overwhelmed them, their Chariots 


n P Bb 3 | Now 


pr TD * 


Ind their Horſe-men; they were not able to 


o viſibly annoy and afflict their oppreſſors. He Pla 


N * 9 * : 
7 # 8 
_ - N 7 
- 4 # 
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his Plagues upon. Pharaoh and his Subjects: Exo. 8. 

ut he put a difference between the Land of 22, 23. 9. 
Goſhen, where his people dwelt, and the reſt ® 
of Egypt; and did fever his own people from 


» 7, 26. 


o. 23. 


1.78.52 
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=” 139% S ER MON XI. | 
4 Now the Heathens had many Gods, every 
Nation had its own Gods, they had Gods of 

che Heavens, Gods of the Earth, of the Sea 

Gods of the Woods, of the Rivers, Cc. But 


4 the God of 1/-ael, did in the Heavens, in the = 
Earth, in the Seas, &c. whatſoever he pleaſed . 
Exo. 18. in ſpight of all theſe Gods. Now I know (lays 4 
* nt. Ferro) that the Lord is greater than all Gods, foi, . 
8 in the thing wherein they dealt Proudly, he was above. 

9 them. And I know that the Lord is great, and h 
1 that our Lord is above all Gods; whatſoever th = 


=. Lord pleaſed, that did he, in heaven, and in Earth 
= -- in the Seas, and all deep places. Do not al 
Power and Might, Fear and Honour, apper 
tain to the Holy one of J/ael, the Lord df 
Hoſts, who carried and conducted his Peopk 
through the Wilderneſs, by a conſtant. ſens 

| of Miracles? Is not. the Everlaſting Jehoy: 
v. 10. Oe. great, and above all the Gods of the Nation 
| who ſmote great Nations and flew mighty 

_ Kings, Sihon King of the Amorites, &c. aut 
filled the World with the Fame and Terro 
of his Name; and with the Glory of hi 
wondrous Works. Theſe inſtances prove, nd 
only that the Lord Jehovah is great abor 
all Gods, but moreover, that he does coli 

cern himſelf in the Government of th 
World, particularly in the affairs of Men 
1 Therefore all men ought to Pray to him, Fealf 
5 and Love him, Praiſe him and Truſt in hi 
above all things. Did-.he not Humble hin 
ſelf, to take a particular care and inſpectiq; 
of Humane affairs, when he Deſcended upo 
. Mount Sinai, and ſhewed his Glory and | 
= Greatneſs to his People, who heard his voi 
1 7 q 
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SERMON XI. 


ave excellent Laws and Statutes; annexin 

temporal rewards to the obedience of the 

Laws, and temporal puniſhments. to the diſo- 
tedience of them. And he did obſerve their 
rays and doings, and did Reward and Puniſh 
em accordingly, from Generation to Gene- 
tion. He ſaw their Affliction and Neceſſi- 
es, and their behaviour under them; and 


iſtruſt of his Protection; yet he mercifully 
ipplyed them, ſo that men are very injurious 
nd unthankful, when they conſtrue the long 
uffering of God, to be an argument of his 
t obſerving the ways of men; or of his 
ot being highly diſpleaſed at their diſobe- 
ence. 7 | 


on them, when they murmured againſt him, 
r want of Bread; nevertheleſs he ſupplied 
em, and 


day, an Omer for every man, and forbade 
em to leave any of it till the Morning: 
t contrary to his expreſs commandment, 
Woe of them left of it till the Morning, and 
bred Worms and Stank. And on the Sixth, 
ey were commanded to gather twice as 


ght reſt on the Sabbath day. And when 
ey gathered two Omers for one man, and 
d it up, and kept it till the Morning, it 
ad not Stink, neither was there any Worm 
rein. But though God gave them Provi- 

Mn for two days, on the Sixth; yet ſome 
3 4 Ot 


* 
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aut of the midſt of the Fire; to whom he 


das much diſpleaſed at their infidelity and 


gave them Manna from Heaven 
ily'; and commanded them to gather it dax 


much as they gathered daily; that they 


As for inſtance, God was much diſpleaſed Exo. 16. 
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NMUN N 
of the people, went out on the Sabbath-day, 
for to gather Manna, but they found none 
in the Field: Whatever tempted them to di 
obey God in this, perhaps they thought it: 
ſmall offence, God obſerved it and was di 
pleaſed with them, And the Lord ſaid unto Mo 
ſes, Hom long refuſe ye to wo my Commandment 
and my Laws? We ought frequently to con 
ſider theſe, and other inſtances of God's at 
ſolute Power, of his Wiſe and Clement Go 
vernment. And we ſhould mind that where 
ſoever we are, whatever we are doing, Got 
has an Eye that Sees us, an Ear that Hear 
us, an Hand that Regiſtreth all our Thoughts 
Words and Deeds. He is offended at wicke( 
men, and will not ſuffer Sin to go Unpunilh' 
He hath great love to Righteous men, an 
will protect them in their Bodies and Soul, 
here and ever. And if ahy ſeriouſly conſide 
and obſerve, the diſpenſations of God, to hi 
ſelf, and his people, he - ſhall find that tte 
are of a piece, with his proceedings and mt 
thods of Government in Ancient times. 
2. And the daily proceedings of God i 
the ordinary courſe of his Providence, are: 
much to be regarded and depended upon, 
| theſe marvellous inſtances of his Power, reco 
ded in his word: (1.)Becauſe they are of 
piece with them, and ſerve like ends and purpc 
ſes. (2.) Becauſe God concerns himſelf int 
Government of the World, as much now: 
ever. And the works of Nature, are to. 
attributed to God, as much as Miracles. 
t. The daily proceedings of Proyiden 
are of a piece with the inſtances of God 
5 ä 
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SERMON M zn 
Government, recorded in his Word; and | 
ſerre like ends and purpoſes, viz. To Puniſh, jp 
nd to Reward and Protect men according 

s they diſobey, or obey his Laws: God dif- 
renſeth Spiritual Puniſhments daily, which are 

inward and not cafity diſcerned by us, 

and little regarded when we do or may ob- 

ſerre them; but they are far the greateſt, 

ad the conſequents of them the moſt terri- 

le: Blindneſs and Hardneſs. of Heart, &c. 

ze more dreadful Miſeries and Evils, thaff a- 

ny outward Calamities whatſoever ; and more 
undeniable proofs and indications of rhe 

Wrath of God; It is true when Bodily miſe- 

ries attended them, and were ſigns of God's 
diſpleaſure to his Ancient People, they ren- 

dred it the more ſenſible and obſervable. And 

God rewards good men with the graces and 

gifts of his Spirit, Humility, Faith, Tempe- 

far ce, Chaſtity, Patience, &c. which are far 

the greateſt Bleſſings, more to be delired than 

Gold and all the Treaſures of the World; and 

re more evident and unqueſtionable Proofs, 

of the Love and Favour of God, than all the 

ſewels and Riches of this Earth; a liberal 
portion whereof, God diſpences to many, 

whom he never thought worthy of his Grace. 


Moreover God puniſhes Sin daily, viſibly and . 4 
outwardly; Was it obſervable when the 1frac- =_ 
tes kept the Manna till the morning, contra- _- 


y to the Commandment. of God, it Stank 
and bred Worms? is it not as obſervable, 
when men Whore and Drink, contrary to the 
expreſs . Law of God, this cauſes Poverty, 
Diſgrace and. loathſome Diſeaſes, and * A 
| their s "8 
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2  SEROON' MI. 
their Luſts. A Fornicata in the Body of -;M'0 
Ecclus. 23. Fleſh, will never ceaſe till he hath kindled a Hire det 
16. 17 All bread is ſweet to 4 Wharemonger,. he will na 


— 
* 
* 
% 
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leave of till he die. God viſibly puniſhes Drun. it 
kenneſs and Uncleanneſs, both with Bodily" 


and Spiritual Judgments: and he ſuffers not 
any wickedneſs to go unpuniſhed. And neve 
= fails to reward good men, with the gifts and 
„ graces of his Spirit, and diſpenſes Temporal 
. things, as he in his Wiſdom and Mercy, ſees 
may be moſt expedient for them. And when 
men ſlightly tranſgreſs the Commandments 
of God, and conſider not what they have 
| done, or think it but a ſmall offence, as the 
I Tfraelites did when they went out to gather 
| Manna on the Seventh day; Yet the Lord 
our God obſerves this, and is offended, though 

he be flow to Anger, and does not proceed 

to Puniſh, yet we may hear him expoſtula- 

ting by his Word with us, as he did with 

them : How long, how long will ye refuſeto 

keep my Commandments and my Laws ? For 

theſe things are written for our inſtruction, 

that we may underſtand the mind of God 

his methods of Government, and his loving 
kindneſs to men. | | 

Was it obſervable, When the 1ſrael:tes went 
out daily to gather Manna, and ſome gathered 

Y more and {ome leſs, when they did mere it with 
. an Omer, he that gathered much had nothing 
| over, and he that gathered little had no lack? 
And is it not as obſervable, that a | Cove- 

tous Worldly wretch, is denied the enjoy- 

ment of the benefits and comforts of Life, 
his mind is diſtracted with Care, . and pierced 
through 
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cough with much Anxiety and Sorrow; ne 


hi : . | AF © wi 
Ein nder gO Es ſo much toil and labour, that if it Way 3 


Were Tyrannically impos'd upon him by others, 
it's the choice of his Covetous mind; he 
ould reckon himſelf worſe. than a Galleyn 
ve. And all that he may hoard; up Riches; 
knows not to whom, for who knows What 
wy come after him 2 Whereas. the Righte- 
vs and Charitable Man, truſts in God, is 
wderate in his labours and deſires, rejoices 
his Work and God Bleſſes him, and grants 
im the right uſe and enjoyment of the com- 
brts of Life. The Bleſſing of God makes 


= ich, gives Peace and contentment ; A little Pal. 37.6. 
ther % 4 Righteous. man” hath, is better than the 34 10. 
ord MWiches of many Wicked. The young Lions do lack, © 

ugh nd ſuffer” hunger, but they that ſeek the Lord, 

ved not want any good thing. God trained up 

ala. Wis, Ancient People, to depend upon him for 

ith Nieir daily Bread: He might have given them 

eto roviſion for many days at once; but he gave 


em Proviſion for one day only, ſo that when 
hey had gathered this days Proviſion, they 


* ad nothing for the next; until God ſupply- 


d them again from Heaven: and being in 
he Wilderneſs, they could not poſlibly be 
rrovided otherwiſe. Wherefore he proved 
them and taught them, to depend upon him 


ith rom day to day. And our B. Saviour has 

ing Naught us to pray and fay, Give us this day 
-k > ar daily Bread; or give us day by day, our 

ve. Iiceſſary Food: that is give. us Life and the 
oy-Ircceſſary means of it daily. God is the giver , ; 
ite, of Life, and of all good; and we have no : 


Lite, but as he gives and lengthens it, _ 
ay 


TT." 
1 Nl 


ſecurity againſt Poverty and Want. It's a 


Children, with Five Loaves and Two Fiſhes 


God to ſupply our neceſſities, whether we 


Luke 12. 


Poor, and had nothing. And if any be Poor 
let not him be thoughtful and Anxious about 
the neceſſities of this Life; neither diſtruſt the 


| recorded in his Word; and theſe may helj 


of the other, as may direct and encourage yg 


ſtore of goods and abundance of Corn an 
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SE RMON NM. 
day to day, fo that the ordinary courſe of Proyj 
dence, is of a piece with God's proceedings 


very much, to give us ſuch an "underſtanding 


in the performance of our Duty. For-we 
ſhould account the all-ſufficient goodneſs and 
watchful Providence of God, without great 


Wine, laid up for many Years, a ſufficient 


one to God, to feed many with a little, o 
with a great abundance. Our B. Saviour fed 
Five Thouſand Men, beſides Women and 


and there remained of Fragments, Twelve 
Baskets full. And with Seven Loaves and Mend: 
few little Fiſhes, he Fed Four Thouſand Men | 
beſides Women and Children. It's alike Una 


have great Poſſeſſions and much Riches, or bi 
in Poverty and have nothing. 2 Cor. 8. 15 
As it is written, he that had gathered much, ha 
nothing over, and he that had gathered little haqWbou 
no lack. And a man's life conſiſteth not in the 4 | 
bundance, of the things which he Poſſeſſeth ; but 
in the Bleſſing and Protection of God. Where 
fore if any be Rich, let not him truſt in lus 
Riches at all: But let him depend upon God 
for his daily Bread, as much as if he were 


Providence and Goodneſs of God, more tha 
if he were Rich and had great abandal 
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SERMON, XL | 

The Poor and Rich are equal in reſpe& of 
Cod, who gives life and being to all, from 
ing y to day; and ſatisfies the deſire of every 
7.7... IO 
What hath been ſaid, may ſerve to check 
the Infidelity of men, which deprives them of 
God's Bleſſing and Protection. The immode- 
ate love of ſome to the World, their exceſ- 
ive diligence and labour about the things of 
this Life - And the truſt and confidence that 
others put in their Worldly poſſeſſions ; to 
their neglecting their duty to God, caſting 
tim behind their back; deſerve that God ſhould 
mt them off, or deprive them of the comforts 
If Life. Their ſin and folly is neceſſarily at- 
tended, with much trouble and vexation; and 


God hath made ſome Puniſhments Natural and 


loes not proceed to extraor 
Wut upon ſome great occaſions. If men would 
ake it their buſineſs, to obey the Laws of 
bod ; be moderate in their care and concern 
bout the things of this Life; truſting in the 
Lord, O how much would the Lord bleſs 
them, with all Mercies Temporal and Eter- 
tal. O that there were ſuch an heart in them, 


vandments always, that it might be well with them, 
and with their children for ever. 1 

But it's like ſome men may imagine, though 
God ruled in Judea, and rewarded his people 
according to his Word, and had ſuch a tender 


round about them, with a ſpecial regard to 
them; 


Unavoidable. But he is long e and 
nary Puniſhments, 


that they would Fear me, and keep all my Com- 8 Go 
9. 


are of them, even as to their Temporal con- 
cernments, that he governed the Nations 
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Bf 382 . 8 E R M O N XI. ; | 

them); Vet nom his Church is not confinad 
any one Nation, he do's. not efpouſe the Te 

poral Intereſts of any one People, nor con 

cern himſelf ſo immediately in the affairs « 

this World; neither work ſo many Miracle 

for the protection of his Church. In anſſpye 
r 

2. To ſhew, that God concerns himſelf j 

the! Government. of the World, as much noy 

as ever: and the works of Nature, are to h 

attributed to God, as much as Miracles. M 

' ought not to imagine, that God do's not obſery 

now under the Goſpel, as much, as ever, whe 

obey, and who. obey not his Laws: or tha 

he is leſs concerned in rewarding men, accor 

dingly ; When his words are ſealed and eſta 

| bliſh'd, by the Miracles, Authority and Blood 

Heb. 2. 2, of the Son of God. Jf the word ſpoken by Ay 
3, Cc. gels, was ftedfaſt; and every tranſgreſſion and dl 

obedience, received a juſt. recompence of remai 

How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Sal 

vation? which at the firſt, began to be ſpoſen | 

the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by thi 

that heard him. Is not Chriſt, to whom the 

_ adminiſtration of the Government of th 

World is committed, highly concerned, tt 

look after the affairs of his Church, which he 

hath purchaſed with his own Blood? do's 

not he govern all the Nations in the World, 

with a ſpecial regard to the Church; the ful- 

neſs of him that filleth all in all: who faid 

to his Diſciples, Whofoever ſhall give you a cl 

of Water to drink in my name, becauſe ye helomg 

to Chriſt ;, verily I ſay unto you, he ſhall not loſt 

his reward. And whoſoever, ſhall offend one 0 
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We little ones, thut believe in me, n were 
mer for him, that a Milſtone were hanged about 
ir neck, and he were caſf into the Sea, Chriſt 
our Redeemer, did Merit all power in Hea- 
en and Earth; and it was given unto him, 


cle r this / very end, that he might govern the 
"orld, for the advancement of his Kingdom, 


d the deſtruction of his and the Churches 
emies. And when he ſhall have gathered 
„ all the Elect, and deſtroyed all his Ene- 
es, then ſhall he ſurrender up that Power 
d Dominion, which is committed to him as 
r Mediator, to God, even the Father. 
en cometh the end, when he ſhall haue delive- 
dup the Kingdom to God even the Father; when 
ſhall have put down all Rule, and all Authori- 
and power; for he muſt reign till he hau put 
enemies under his feet ;, the laſt: enemy that A 
all be | deſtroyed is Death, &c. And when © 
| things (hall be ſubdued to him, then ſhall the 
w alſo himſelf be ſubject unto him, that put all 
ings under him; that God may be all in all. 
either let any man imagine, that the Lord 
hovah is the God of ſome times and ages 
the World, but not of other times, or 
at he is the God of the Land of Judea, and Was 
it the God of the whole World; or that 15 
od is only concerned in Miraculous works, 
it not in the works of Nature. 
As if God, did not as immediately uphold The works 
id rule the whole fabrick and frame of Na- f N my 
re, ſteer and manage the whole courſe. of 1714 
ature, as he puniſh'd the Egyprians and di- jo God as 
ded the Red-Sea: for though Miraculous much as 
orks, like glaring wandring Comets in the Miracles: 
| a Heavens 
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- Heavens, be more notoriqus, and make gie 
 ' ter impreſſions on our minds, than the yſy 

N regular works and effects of Nature, yet t 
works of Nature, and of the ordinary courſe 
Providence, are no leſs Wonderful, no le 
Declarative of God's Power and Wiſdon 

The moſt contemptible Fly that is, hath ſom 

thing in the make and contrivance of it, wic 

the moſt curious Philoſophers, and curio 

| Artiſts cannot imitate, neither make any thin 

like it; yea ſomething which is beyond t 

reach and comprehenſion of the moſt pen 
trating inquiſitive Spirits. So full is the whol 
World and all things in it, of Natural Wor 
ders. But theſe wondrous works of God, b. 
cauſe they run on, in a ſmooth regular uſi 

al courſe, without any noiſe or clatter, the 

flip by us unobſerved.; who are wont to ol 

ſerve nothing, which doth not with for 

| extraordinary rumble, « 


* 


Sen. quæſt. nat. lib. 6. cap. 3. 
Levius accidunt familiaria; ex 
inſolito formido eſt major: qua- 
re autem quidquam nobis inſo- 
litum eſt, quia naturam oculis 
non ratione comprehendimus. Et 


lib. 7. c. 1. Ita compoſiti ſumus, 


ut nos quotidiana etiamſi admi- 
ratione digna fint tranſeant; con- 
tra, minimarum quoque rerum, 
fi inſolitæ prodierint Spectaculum 


dulce fiat, De. 1 


ty, Strike and affect 0 
Senſes. 


ſome furpriſing irregula 


But God 1s nc 
only the God of Miracle: 
but the God of Natureal 
ſo. And the Scriptureinat 
tributing Miraculous work 
to God, and the works 
Nature, uſes the ſame ſtile 
and knows no difference 


And they who cannot obſerve the Wiſdon 

and Power of God, in the ordinary courſe . 

his Providence, will not eaſily diſcern the 

in Miraculous works. Some of the Jews war 

ſo far from obſerving the hand of. God, I | 
785 45 


the Miraculous works of our B. Saviout that 
they did afcribe them to the Devil. And the 
pſalmiſt here contemplating the greatneſs and © 
zbſolute Power of God, in and over all his 
Creatures; he-gives the precedency to his works 
and acts of Government, by the efficacy and 
niniſtry of Natural cauſes. Vt cauſeth the u. 
yours to aſcend from the ends of the Earth, he © 
naketh - lightnings for the ruin: he bringeth the 
rind out of his trenſuries. Mh ſmott the firſt bam 
Egypt, &c. I ſhall improve this to encou- 
age us in the ſervice of God againſt all op- 
polit ion. Og 7 * ny „ 
Seeing the Lord our God, whom we ſerve 
nd worſhip, is great above all Gods, and 


ſules in and over all things; let us ſincerelyx 

ind diligently apply our ſelves, to obey his 

aws and to keep his Commandments. No 

Enemies, how Powerful and Numerous ſoe- 

er, no Troubles nor afflictions how Terrible 

d - unavoidable ſoever they may appear, 

ould: diſcourage us. It's weakneſs of Faith _ 
men, to be anxious about the neceſſities: f 

fe ; and diſcouraged through fear of danger 

id trouble, while they are doing the will f 
od, and have his Almighty Power and F. 
dence”. engaged by his Word and. Promiſe, _ 
pr their Preſervation and Defence; even 

ough they underſtand not the reaſons nor 

eans of their Preſervation and Safety: For 

e cannot underſtand the concentring of infi- 

e things in the divine Providence. God 
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ings his purpoſes" to paſs by ways unexpe- 
kd; God can feed men from Heaven, as he 
che Hraelites, or he can take away their 
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Hunger; as he did to Moſes. Or he can ſend 
Ravens to feed them, as he did to Elias. © 
he can make Charitable people to Miniſte 
unto them, as the Widow to Eliſba. Or he 
can make their Enemies to pity them; as 
the Afrians did the Captive Jews. He can pre- 
vent Afflictions, or give Patience and 

to bear them; and make them fo beneficial te 
them, that they ought to reckon them amongſt 
their greateſt Blellings. Seeing God is not on 
ly the God of Miracles, but the God of Na 
ture ; while we truſt in him alone, without 
truſting i in our ſelves, in our own, Wiſdom, or 
Diligence, in other Men, Riches, or any o 
ther thing, ſerving God with an upright heart 
Whatever can be conveyed to us by Miracle 
or by Providence; whatever the Heavens 
or the Earth, or this vaſt World can afford 
all that is our ſecurity and ſafety; for ou 


God is the Almighty Lord of all; he is great 
above all Gods, and do's whatſoever he ae 
ſes in Heaven and in Earth, in the Seas al 


All deep Places. 


Pla. CXXXV, ve. 
Whatſoeve the Lord pleaſed, that did he in 
Heaven, and in Earth, in in the Seas and 
al Deep places, OFT 


HE third thing I] pro 0 

ſidered, was the N and breadth 

of the Wiſdom and Power of God 

in his Works. His Almighty. Wis- 
dom is not confined unto the Heavens above 
nor to the Earth beneath ; but worketh-in and 
by all things in Heaven and in Earth, and all 
deep places, whatſoever he pleaſes. Such is % 
the narrowneſs of our mind, that in the con 
templation of the vaſtneſs and immenſity of. 
Gods workmanſhip ; its beſt that we conſider”; x 
it, t. In ſome particular Being, and proceed 
to conſider it in ſeveral others in conjunction 
with it. 2. T ſhall conſider the Wildom an 
Power of God in the whole World, as it is 
compacted together in one body. 3. 1 ſhall | 
make ſome practical Obſervations. 
1. Letus take ſome beautiful Flower, ak * 
natomiſe it 5 and we 1 * ſind in " 


ſervation that can be made by us. Our Eyey 
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in quality z and every Organ thereof compoſed 
of many Ingredients, very fine and ſubtil, of 


different ſhapes, ſizes, motions and tendencies. 
And there remain many things in its contexture, 


ſo fine and ſubtil, that they cannot be diſcerned 
by the ſtricteſt ſearch and moſt accurate Ob- 


after all our induſtry are not ſo piercing, as 


to diſcern all the fine ſtrokes. and ingenious 
- art of that Wiſdom which faſhion'd it. Yet all 


its parts in a moſt orderly manner, with- 


out diſturbing one another, produce their re. 
ſpective Operations, and perform their different 


Functions for the Nutrition and Preſervation of 
that Plant, and propagation of its kind. 80 
that in every Plant, there is ſo great variety of 
Organs and parts, as can ſcarcely be imagined 
by us; Such curious Artifice and manifold con- 
trivance as be beyond our comprehenſion: ſuch 
comely order and Beauty, and agreeable Sim. 
metry, as arreſt our Eyes and admiration. And 
what variety of Plants may be obſerved in a 


ſmall Plot of Ground, of various ſmells, 
taſtes, ſhapes, and colours, and fit for different 


ſes. If there be ſo great variety, wonderful 


art and manifold contrivance in each Plant 


„ 
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and ſuch a multiplicity of the ſame kind, and 
ſuch a vaſt number of different kinds in a ſmall 
Plot of Ground: how much ſhall our imagination 
be overcome and baffled ; if we begin toview 


that almoſt infinite variety of Herbs and Trees, 
that numberleſs multitude of Vegetables, with 
their reſpective flowers, fruits and uſes, which 
the whole Earth may be ſuppoſed to afford. | 
And how ſhall our ugderſtanding be dazled, if 
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ve attempt to comprehend the breadth, to * 
Fathom the depth, and to meaſure all that _ 
belongs to that Wiſdom, by whoſe direction 2 
and Power all is contrived and performed as —_— 
to Vegetables z which univerſally and perpetu. 
ally purſue a conſtant courſe of actions and 9 
ways of their ſucceſſive alteration and propa- 7 


gation, as invariable as are the viciſſitudes of 
dummer and Winter, Spring and Harveſt. 
And how curious is Gods Workmanſhip? 
how manifold are the Paths of his Wiſdom in 
the bowels and ſecret parts of the Earth? bh 
Where Stones, Metals and Minerals are won 
derfully formed, and grow by ſtrange ways. 
Even as the young of the ſeveral ſorts of 
Creatures are formed and grow in the Womb 
or Egg. There is a path in the deep places Job 28. 
' of the Earth, which no Fowl knowerh, ant  —$ 
which the Vultures Eye hath not ſeen. But 
the Eye of God ſeeth into all dark and deep „ 
places; he ſetteth an end to darkneſs, and z. 
'fearcheth out all perfection; the ſtones of + 
darkneſs and the ſhadow of death. All the- " 
kecret and deep places of the Earth, yea Hell 
iſo, and the dark ſhades of death, and all 
that train and retinue of Terror, and the va- 
rious and manifold ways of deſtruction, which ©. 
belong unto them, are naked and open before 
him, and are the inſtruments. and weapons of _ 
his Power and Wiſdom, to do whatſoever ge 
pleaſes ; if the Works of God's Wiſdom, and YG 
tower be ſo various and wonderful as to Plants = 


Power, in reſpect 
po conte 


and the Pro 


Very noiſe and ſound ; all that helen 


their uſe, their manner of operation, &c. And 


theſe, the wonderful ne f and elch of his 

ving Crea ure 
emplate S theſe 2 —4 admirable 
ns > Functions which belong to 
its Nature ; > all that concerns its Nutrition, 


pagation of its kind; all that 
rns its moving from place to place; all 
hat concerns its ſeeing things; its hearing e- 
gs to its 
ſmelling, taſting and feeling; and all chat be- 
longs to its memory and imagination: and 
remember that the parts and Organs of &ve- 
ry living Creature, in an unconceivable vari- 
ety, in delicate fineneſs, in exquiſitneſs of ſhape, 
and poſition and temper ; do ſo far exceed 
thoſe of any Plant, as they are deſigned, to 
Functions and Operations more various, cuti 
dus and admirable. Some ingenious Men have 
beſtowed much time and induſtry, in coaſide- 
ration of ſome of the Organs of ſome living 
Creatures ; and have filled many Books with 
their Diſcoveries - and Conjectures about them, 


there remains work enough for the moſt pe- 
netrating inquiſitiveSpirits to imploy themſelves N air 
in: and they ſhall never exhauſt. that Sub N alte 
je, nor diſcover the Ten Thoufandth part of a 
what is obvious there: neither pierce near the 
depth of that Wiſdom, which formed ſo curi 
ous a piece. And we ſhould conſider the di- 
verſity of the parts and Organs of liviii 
Creatures, with a like diverſity. of their 16 
* ſpective Operations and Functions in the ſe- 
_veral kinds of them ; and with a regard to the 

age 
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ture is rale with C Peng ede at! . 
ile needs and capacities. And there 
palpable relation, betwixt the Tuer tural 


inſtinct and temper of each Living < 
and its Element or place 


the 


of abode. 


And l 
parts of each Animal are ſo neceſſary, 
that not one of them can be wanted, without 
its inconveniency or deſtruction. Is the work 
manſhip of the Power and Wiſdom of God, 
ſo various and marvellous as to every living 
thing? How great is the number and variety 


of Living Creatures on the Earth? What an 
infinite number is there of ereeping things? 


What numberleſs kinds of Beaſts, and robuſt 


mighty Animals? How vaſt is the variety and 


multitude of the Fowls of the Air? Aye our 


Thonghts diſperſed, our Underſtandings puz- 


our com 


ind texture, bearing 
of a Wiſdom ſo Wonderful, and high above 

enſion; what if we remember the 
Fiſhes, and things living ! in the Seas and Foun- 
tains of Waters; and «begin to contemplate” - , 
altogether, who is able to range and Marſhal 
al theſe in their bands and claſſes? Who is 


able to number them all? Or to comprehend * 


kd, and our Minds confuſed in the contem- 
plation of fo great a variety and multiplicity 
of Living Creatures; each of them in its make 


the ſigns and footſteps 


the work of him, who is perfe& in knowledge? 
Who Made, Preſerves and Governs all things, 
and each thing in particular, and everything 


dom, as be far above our comprehenlion, 
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belonging to it; with ſuch exactneſs and wif” 
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vellous doings, admire and adore his Glory, 
and unſearchable greatneſs. I come now. ,. 
2. To conſider the Wiſdom and Power of 
God in the whole World, as it is a great 
Machine compacted together in one Body; 
compoſed of ſeveral Organs and Parts, ſo 
aptly joined together, by ſuch a contempe- 
ration of contrary qualities, ſuch a recipro- 
cal operation of all its parts; as links them 
together, in a mutual ſubſerviency and depen- 
dency of one upon another; as Chains all of 
them within their proper bounds, - without 
their. incroaching immoderately upon, or* di- 
ſturbing one another, in the performance of 
their reſpective functions. So that each of 
them confers its being and aſſiſtance, to the 
ornament of the Univerſe, and the durable con- 
tinuance of things in the ſame ſtate. How 
wonderful is the ſtruQure of the World, in 

that proportion, whereby the Earth, the Wa- 

ter, the Clouds, the Heavens and all the parts 
of the Univerſe, are balanced and poiſed ſo 


exactly, that there is not à drop of Rain, a 


particle of Duſt, or Air, nor Exhalation, which: 
is not reckoned upon, by the Wiſdom. of 


. God in his works: Who cauſeth the vapours 
to aſcend from the ends of the Earth, and 
_ © maketh. Lightnings for the Rain; and brings. 
eth the Wind out of his treaſuries. The: 
iſdom of God in the courſe of Nature 
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makes uſe of ſuch fine Weights, and exat  . i 
Meaſures, as are needful for balancing te 


Clouds, and forming the drops of Due and 3 
Rain, for regulating the Lightaing and Wind, „ 
r. Mind for tempering the Air, into a ſutable - 
y, conſiſtence; that it's neither too thick nor too | 43 
chia, but fitted for us and many other Crea- — 
of W tures to live in. And for tempering and re- _ 
it gulating theſe inconſtant Elements, in ſuch a AY 


; MWnanner, that they may perform the will and 

o Ipleaſure of him, who Made and Rules all, as Job 28. 

e- Mio all times and places. God underſt andeth 23, 24, 25, 

0. % e way thereof, (Wiſdom) and he knoweth 26, 27. 

m e place thereof. For he looketh to the 

- ad. of the Earth, and ſeeth under the mbole 

of Heaven. To make the weight for the Winds, 1 

it Ward he weigheth the Waters by Meaſure. _— 

„nen he made a decree for the Rain, and "2 

of Ws way for the Lightning of the Thunder: 

of then did he ſee it, and declare it, and ſear- _ 

ie hes it out. And as Wiſdom in balancing - 
E 


„the parts of the World, fo as that they ma 
move in the right ways, and conſtant cour _— 
of Nature, do's with a wonderful Art and MN 
exactneſs Meaſure, and weigh thoſe things, 42 
which are ſo minute, fine and ſubril, that we + 
cannot. diſcern, nor underſtand the ways and 
methods, which Nature obſerveth as to them. 
So theſe parts of the World, the Heavens, 
the Earth, Mountains, &c. Which by reaſon 
of their bigneſs, or diſtance, are far above 
our reach and underſtanding, are examined 
and poiſed moſt accurately : And are as wieldy 
and plyable to the laws and methods of Na- 
ture, as the minuteſt atoms. Who hath mea 
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Job 26. ), place, and hangeth the 


| 92 en 2 of. 
el ont the Heaven with the Span ; and pram 
the Diift of the Earth in 4 Meaſure - and Weigh. 
ed the Mountains in Scales, and the Hills ina" 
balance. He ftretched ont the” North over the will 
arth” upon nothing 15 

bindeth up the Waters in . thick 
aid the Cloud is not rem uvder chem, po 
If that 1 proportion and Law of Nature, where. 
by the World ſubſiſts, were diſſdlved; what 
a rides tumbling and jumble would” enſwe, 
all the Elements and parts of the World, 
would run into confuſion, corruption and de- 
formity. The wonderfa — of the Uni- 
verſe, conſidered as one Body, as one great 

Machine, made up of ſo many various x 

each of them ſingly, ſeveral of them together; 
the whole Machine in the harmonious Concht- 
rence of all its parts, ſerving the infinitely 
various ends and manifold purpoſes of the Wil 
dom of God, in the Preſer vation and'Govert- 
ment of the World, throughout all times ati 
places: Proclaims aloud, in a Language very 
expreſs and plain, to every one who liſtens and 
conſiders upon it; that he who contrived and 
framed all things in the beginning, had all times 
and places, and * the works and events to be 
perform'd a0 accompliſfd in them, under his fran 
inthe eſpecially if we remember that his work Veil 
was ſo Univerſally and indefectively perfect, in I kor 
the beginning, that there was no need of the leaſt I diſc 
alteration ever after. For God taking à re. hart 
view of the Whole Creation, im mediately wy chir 

ter it was finiſh'd, ſaw that it was v 090 "Oc 
and ft to ſerve the whole deſign of 15 
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m. And Ged faw every thing that he Cen. 1.32. 
(had made, and behold it was very go ens 
be pleaſes, and none can hinder when he 20, 22. 
before him, and nothing can be hid from his 

Fyes : he ſeeth from "everlaſting to er- 
'aſtingz and there is nothing wonderful be- 
fore him. A Man need to fay, what is this, 
Wherefore is that, for he hath made allghings for _ 
(their uſes. Known unto God are all his Act. 15. 
d, works from the beginming. I come noc | 
de. 3. To make fome Obſervations, and firſt it's, Ob. 
i= evident from what hath been faid, that the 
ar Wiſdom and Power of God in his works, are 
ts Wot the leſs concern'd and exerted in reſpect 
r Jof any particular Being or Operation of Na- 
. ture for their being extended unto all things 
ly ia Heaven and Earth, when we behold a curi- 
if- Wous Portraiture which hath every part, every. 
n. Iſtroke - finiſhed with - admirable skill and ex- 
id F:Xnefs, we conclude that the utmoſt skill and 
ry {-pplication of the Painter have been exerted. 
ad Win finiſhing every Draught, every line, we have 
id Nas good reaſon to conclude, that the infinite Po- _ 
1 
be 
s 
rk 
in 
tis 
e 
12 


ver and Wiſdom of God are exerted in ma- 
king the meaneſt Worm or Inſect, yea, and 
framing every part and Organ of it, every 
Vein, Artery, Nerve, Muſcle, Membrane, &c. 
For we with all our reaſon and wit cannot 
diſcern any Irregularity in the figure of any 
part, any exorbitancy in its motion, nor any 
thing miſplaced; as to its poſition, but ay 
ching is contrived and framed with ſuch Wit 


dom, Art and Exactneſs as we are not abie 
to tranſcribe or imitate; yea, nor comprehend” .. 
Wb the Rm 
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- in reſpect of 5 Creature as in the firſt 


influence Ao direction of the Wiſdom and 


manner, as is more particular and ſpecial than 


. as oe $ 1 . * 2 * r „ 2 * 
1 „ = - *D A 4 . EIB". 7 
; " U _ 2 
r ” . 3 4 
* 2 a , 
. . N 4 % 
* * o 


SB R M 0 ll. 


che Wiſdom and Power of God, are = * 
tenſive in the preſervation and government 
Jof the World, and as ſpecial and particular 


Creation of it, and it's as abſurd to attribute 
the order and beauty of the World z the 
preſervation. and nataral operations of any 
particular Being, to any other cauſe than the 


Power of God, as to aſcribe the Creation of 10 
them in ginning, to any other cauſe, ſeein 


the inſtances and works of infinite Wiſdom an 
Power, are as various, manffold and wonder- 
ful in the works of ue 8 daily as in the 
Creation. 1 Cor. 15. the Apoſtles compares the 
Reſurrection of the Body, which is as Marvel. . 
lous a work as any other, to an uſual work MW, M. 
of Providence, and explains the manner and ö 
poſſibility of the Reſurrection by it. © But ſome 
© Men will ſay how are the Dead raiſed up, and 

with what Body do they come? Thou k Fool, 
that which thou ſoweſt is not quickned ex- 

© cept it die, and that which thou ſoweſt, thou 
* ſoweſt not that Body that, ſhall be, but 
bare Grain, it may chance of Wheat or 
© of ſome other Grain ; but God giveth ita 
© Body as it hath pleaſed him, and to every 
© Seed his own Body; ſo is the Reſurrection of 
5 * the Dead, it is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed 

in incorruption, c. So that the Power and 
Wiſdom of God are not only infinitely diffuſed. Nur 7 
and extended in the Creation and Government 
of the World, but are exerted alſo in every 
Work of Creation and Providence in ſuch à Nad þ 


we are able to comprehend, as to all the int un 
an 
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ent can be ſaid to concern "himſelf in any 
fork, we have 'many plain obvious Proofs 
nd Arguments of the Wiſdom and Power of 
God, ruling in all and every Creature ſuf- 


dent to convince every conſidering, Perſon ; 
ſea the Arguments and, Pr oofs f this Are 


nore and greater than we are ablè to un- 


trance and certainty of this, or we can be 
certain of nothing, and nothing is more 
dearly revealed and proved in the word of 


Labyrinth than the heart of Man; but God 
ows all the thoughts and intentions of eve- 
ry Man, and rules the unruly wills and af- 


ections of Men, and rewards every Man ac- 


ording to his ways and the fruits of his 
loings in this World, and will judge and 


dme; he ſeeketh out the deep and the heart, 
and conſidereth their crafty devices, for the 
Lord knoweth all that may be known, and he 
beholdeth the ſigns of the World, he declar- 
eth the things that are paſt and for to come, 
and revealeth the ſteps of hidden things; no 
thought eſcapeth him, neither is any word hid- 
den from him, &c. And our Conſcience teſti- 
eth, that God is intimately acquainted with all 
ur thoughts and actions; ſo that whether we 
dn{ult Reaſon, Revelation or Conſcience, no- 


nd by his Creatures what he pleaſes ; when 
e conſider how minutely, and particularly the 
| 1 Tf... 


ud purpoſes for Which any intelligent  A- | 


lerſtand; therefore we have a reaſonable aſ- 


Moreover, is there any greater depth or darker 


ompleatly reward all Men in the World to Eccluſ. 


ing is more certain, than that the Wiſdom 
ad Power of God rule every where, working in 


* 


— Wiſdom e 01 
exerted | in every Natural oper: 
event we are tempted to doubt 

ing extended to ſo 1 thin 

conſider that — 


„ px poor —_ 5 0 to Bod. Kis lot 
 . above our comprehenſion 
Ob. 2. 2. When we obſerve that the WD 
t | God rules in and WE; Ka things, 
1 | increaſe; our Faith an 25 us great Af 
1 of that happineſs Ke rfection which ſhepro 
$ miſes to than that love her, and obey the cou 
and directions which hs gives mtr, in th 

1 word of God; ſhe made man and knows af t- 9 
4 principles and capacities of the humane N 1 
ture, and cannot be deceived as to the way 
8 and means whereby ſhe leads and directs Me! 
F , to happineſs, ſhe inſpires the mind that liſten 
. to her with many divine Bleſſings and Graces 
[ yea, ſhe*her ſelf which is more precious tha 
1 Rubies, and all the things that can be deſirec 
£ . dwells, lives in and guides that Soul whic 
| Prov. 3. obeys her Commandments : Length of daysi: 
1 55 + © in her right hand, and in her left hand, "riches 
7 1 "and honor, her ways are ways of pleaſantneß 
© and all her paths are peace; ſhe is a tre: 
WEN of Life to them that lay hold upon her, and 
waaappy is every one that retaineth her, Ge, 
alkäangd leſt Men ſhould diſtruſt her, and ge 
_——— little or no credit to her counſels — 
1 miſe 


SER 1 N Xu. . 
miſes, he calls them. to 8 what great — 
things are done by. de Creation and 28 
Government of- the! he Lord by wiſ- 19, 20. 
dom hath founded the Ezrth, x underſtan- 2 
„ding hath he eſtabliſhed the Front, by. his 
*knowledge Pak depths are broken 
is. drop don their dew; and having 
Wr cient, evidence of che greatneſs of 
erin. the wonderful atchieyments that 
0 A by her; ſhe 10 0 to inxite 
Feceive an entertain, her, being ful- 
ed that they cannot miſs that Happi- 
ſhe promiſes and intends unto them. 
C Fon, let. them not depart from thine Prov. 3. | 
p ſound. wiſdom and diſcretion. 3 4 
0a 15 be life to thy Soul and grace * 
to thy neck, then ſhalt thou a in Miy + 5 0% % 
* way Rely, " oF 1 510 
But is folly. is incompara t wh re- 
jects the counſels and e The. 
Wiſdom. As the diforder of Nature ang. . 
ſtruction of the World, would enſue upon 95 
the diſſolution of the Laws of Nature elta led _— 
by the Wiſdom of God, ſo to decline from the . "il 
paths of Wiſdom to the ways of Sin and Wick- _ 
neſs cauſeth the miſery and diſſolution of 
tne humane Nature, of humane Society, the 
torment and diſquiet of our Souls; every 
in is not only a matter of private Inconye- 
niency, but alſo of publick miſchief being an 
at of Rebellion againſt God, and deſtruckire 5 
of Urns order and peace of the World, which ſub- 
iſt by Mens obſerving the Laws and. Pirecti 5 1 
divine Wiſdom, © whoſo findeth me Lich Prov. 8. 
Wiſdom findeth hes and {hall obtain fayour, 35» 30", 
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11 SERMON 
1 © of the Lord but he that ſinneth againſt me 
Wrongeth his own Soul; all chey that hate 
14. 34 me love Death: Righteouſneſs exalteth x 
ation, but fin is a reproach unto any peo- 
© ple: There is much ſaid in Prov. to the the 
_ commendation of Wiſdom, and great encou-Mrcgl 
ragement given to truſt in her and love her, Mouty 
to, ſeek her as Silver, and to ſearch for her that 
as for hid Treaſures, Wiſdom produces great Wor | 
and wonderful things in the Preſervation and re 
_ Government: of the World; but theſe are not Tim 
greater than the marvellous atchievements, M:nd 
- which ſhe performeth in the Salvation and Myho 
Exaltation of the Sons of Men, to Immortal cart: 
Unſpeakable Happineſs, ſhe: dwells and rules Hand 
| vb 2 2x N them and they dwell in her: For her de- Nadmi 
e% 37+ © lights are with the Sons of Men. The con-Myher 
| ſideration of God's ' Wiſdom preſerving, and 
= - _quickning all things, every where diſpoſe 
men to love what God commands, and to 
deſire what he promiſes; theſe being the 
counſels and gifts of ſo great Wiſdom and 
Mercy, and is moſt proper and powerful to 
excite mea to devotion, and to make them 
humble and ſincere in their addreſſes unto 


God. 8 7 + 200 
But though we have many plain. pregnant 
2 Yroofs and arguments, of an Almighty Prov 
_ ence, ruling in and over all things, yet be- 
_: cauſe God worketh all in and by his Creatures, 
5 following the tendencies of their reſpective na- 
tures, and brings his purpoſes to paſs by natu- 
ral cauſes, unſeen accidents, and by the mini- 
ſtttry of Men: while they ſeem to be left 
Wholly to the ſwing of their own inclinati- 


SR MON. EY 


ons and luſts, and to purſue their private inte- 
reſts and 23 , they who are unwilling to 
— over-ruling Power and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, aſcribe all to his Creatures, who are 
the viſible actors; they who obſerve things 
negligently, and look no farther than their 
outward appearance, are ready to conclude, 
that there is no God who Gayerns the World, 
or Judges in the Earth; but that all things 
re managed by the ſwing. of Chance and. 
Time. God hides himſelf and the Maje 
nd Wiſdom of bis Providence, from th 
who are not deſirous to ſee him under the. 
curtains and coverts of the ordinary means 
ind inſtruments that he makes uſe of, in the 
adminiſtration of the affairs of the World; 7 
her efore I proceed | 
4. To put you in remembrance, that theſs 
works and events, which in Scripture: are 
frribed unto: God, did no leſs depend upon 
Iumane methods, the Malice, Humours and 


haſſions of men, than theſe events and occur- 


ences which we ſee and hear of daily, as 
br inſtance : what other cauſe would they 
ho obſerved the preſervation of Moſes, when 
e was born from the cruelty of Pharaoh's de- 
ree, aſſign for it, but the tenderneſs and 
wiſdom of his Mother, that happy accident 
of Pharaoh's Daughter, her going down to the 
River and the like: what other cauſe would f 
nen aſſign for Joſeph's being carried into 
pt, but the envy of his Brethren, occaſioned 
by his Father's indulgence, and chat accident 
if the Ihmaclite Merchant-men, who were go⸗- 
0 down into N Weir paſſing by that 
D d place 0 
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place where Joſeph's Brethren were, when 
through envy they intended to get rid of him 
one way or other? What other. cauſe would 
men aſſign for Jacob's obtaining Eſau's bleſſing, 
but the Love and craftineſs of bis Mother, 
the infirmities of his Fathers old Age and 
the like? What other cauſe of Chriſt's Cru- ., 
Cifixioh, but the ſpightful rage of the Jews, M .. 
and of their Rulers, the Covetouſneſs of Juda, 5 
tlie corrupt eaſineſs of Pilate and the like, and 
many other works and events recorded in 
Scripture, are aſcribed to God's ſpecial pro- d 
vidence and ordination: But people who li- . 
ved in the World then and obſerved chem, 4 
could as little eſpie and diſcern the over- - 
ruling Power and Providence of God in them, 
as men who live now, can in theſe works and o 
events which we ſee and hear of daily; and «5, 
therefore we. ſhould learn according to the I th 
word of truth, to attribute all to God, and .. 
ts depend upon him in every thing. I come xx 
now to the Fifth thing I propoſed to be con-M ++ 
ſidered, for the confirmation and increaſe of MW an 
our knowledge and faith of God's abſolute Pow- W th 
er and Government, viz. That ll 


J. Godhath a perfect Knowledge and F 0 
ſight, of all future events, as well of thoſe whuch to 
depend upon free Agents, as of others as ap- th 
pears from his foretelling of them, he did by gr 
his Prophets foretel many things concerning I ch 
his People, the Oppreſſion and Slavery they I no 
were to be under, and their deliverance from Il ful 
it. He foretold many things concerning their I H. 

Eings and their Families, and concerning o- th. 
ther Kings and Nations; and he foretold ma- ru 
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ny things concerning the Melſias, and we find 
that thoſe events were accompliſhed accor- 
dingly by the miniſtry of natural cauſes, by 
men purſuing their own deſigns, private in- 
tereſts and following the tendencies of 
their violent Luſts and outragions Paſſions, 
and by the fortuitous complications of ac- 
cidents conſpiring and uniting together, co 
bring the accompliſhment of them to paſs; and 
often great diſorders, and iniquity, imputable 
only to the folly and unrighteouſneſs of men, 
did accompany and further the © accompliſh- 
ment of them, and the manner whereby he 
did accompliſh' ſome of theſe Propheſies, did 
involve and include ſeveral other great events 
and coincident purpoſes, and all was carried 
on with ſuch à ſoft and ſteady pace, and by 
ſuch ordinary ſteady ſteps of Providence, that 
there was nothing in the whole courſe of it 
to amuſe the World, nothing to make the 
Hand and Providence of God more viſible 
than in the ordinary courſe of Providence, 
and in other paſſages of his Governmenc 
throughout all Generations. And God hath in 
the Revel. of St. John foretold the great and 
conſiderable events and alterations which are 
to befall the Chriſtian Church, till the day f 
the laſt judgment, including in them manuyx 
great purpoſes of his Providence, concerning 
the Kings and Nations of the World; do 
not all theſe things prove very plainly and” ._. 
fully, that the Lord Jehovah ſearcheth tle 
Hearts, weigheth the Spirits, and knoweth all 
the Actions and Intentions of men, that he 
ruleth in and over their Minds, that he go- 
"03 Veras 
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verns their Hands and guides their” Steps, be 


' knows all the ſprings and wheels of the mo- 


tion and activity of every Creature, viſible - 


and inviſible, of all neceſſary and of all free 
Agents, he knows upon what pin each Wheel 
moveth and with what weight every Scale may 
be turned; and he ſteers and directs the whole 


works and events, which according to the 
inſtincts, tendencies. and principles of their re- 
ſpective Natures, he in his incomprehenſible 
Wiſdom, juſtice and Mercy prefixes unto them, 
and ſometimes he thinks fit to foretell theſe 
Works and events before they come to pas; 
and for any of the Sons of men, who 1s but 
ef. yeſterday, and is born like a wild Aſſes 
Colt, to pretend to ſearch out his methods of 
Sovxernment, and the ſecret counſels and pur- 
poſes of his Wiſdom; is as fooliſh and rid: 

. - culous, as to pretend that he was upon his 


„ 


Eccleſ. 11. 


Fe the. Bones do grow in the womb of her that is with 
Aude even. ſo thou knoweſt not the work of God 
woe maketh al. It is not ſo great Wiſdomin 
men, to meddle in things which be too high 
for them, as ſome great Wits imagine it to 
be, for he who knows and comprehends all 
things, ſaid unto man, behold the fear of the Lord 
that is Wiſdom, and to depart from evil is under. 
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counfels from Eternity, and that he was with 
him, when he contrived and made the World. 
As thon knoweſt not the way of the Spirit, nor lum 
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ſelf about them. 3 


from the ſheceſs of that Prayer which he made 4 


It may beobjected by tome eb chat | 
| God takes hotice of aft great aud im 
actions and events; yet many Care Þ 
inconſiderable, and many actions e triviak thit = _ © 
it's below the Majeſty of God to concern him 
t's anſwered; that it's no. 
greater trouble te infinite Wiſdom and Fo- 
wet, to take notice of all Creatures and al! 
their actions, than of one Creature or of one 1 
action, when Abraham ſent his Ser bunt to get « Gen. 14. 
Wife to his Son aac of hisjown bine; it appears 


at that Well of Water, near to the City of 
Nahor in Meſopotamia, that the coming out ofthe 
Damſels of that City to draw Water with all 
its circumſtances, did depend upon the ſpecial 3 
direction and over-ruling providence of God, WO 
and do not all the Prayers ef the Saints fe 2 
corded in Scripture, ſhew us that they believed 
and truſted in God as the Sovereign Lord and 
Ruler of all things, and the happy Iſſue of their 
Prayers, proves that they were not miſtaken in 5 
doing ſo. It was not without Gods ſpecia! 
dre ion, that Saul was ſent to ſee his Fathers 1 Sam. 9. 2 
Aﬀes, for the Lord rold Samuel ef his coming tv. l 
him the day before he came; and Samuel told him 
that the. Aſſes were found; and it's probable thank 
God was uſed to reveal matters of ſuch ſmall 
conſequence to bis Prophets, and by them to 
the perſons concerned, ſeeing | Sul was ad- 
viſed by his Servant, when he could not find = 
the Aſſes, to go to Samuel to be informed = 
concerning, them : And when the Sons of the A 
Prophets were cutting wood, and one wat fel- mo 

ling 4 at. the Ax head 7 8 into the Vater, and B 1 
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4 81 * e 120 it was ber. 
1 N Eliſus made the Iron to ſwim, and 
R it at the expence of a Miracle, 

though it was of no great value; many more 
inſtances to this purpoſe might be alledged 
from the Seriptures,as in the ſtories of Sarab and 
Sen. 16. Hagar, Hannah and Peninnah, in which we may 
A Sam. 1. obſerve that God marks and conſiders that 
„„ trouble and diſturbance which are occaſioned by 


EF _,,..  - humane Infirmities, Womaniſh. paſſions and e- 
=. mulations grating upon one another; ſeeing i 
_——— is not below the Majeſty of God to give n 


3 ice of things of a private concern, and of no 
oh great conſequence miraculouſly, hy his Prophets, 
"0 and to be ready to work Miracles for the te 
3 covery of things of no great value; it's un- 
=. reaſonable to think it unbecoming his Ma: 
== jeſty to take ſpecial and particular notice. of 
= the minuteſt ard moſt inconſiderable things 
= which come to paſs in the ordinary courſe gf 
= | his providence Vea our Bleſſed Saviour ſhems 
= * us, that "+ cb as one Sparrow, tough two 
C | of them be ſold for one fart hing, can fall to the 
23 ' - ground without God. Vea he tells us, that al 
| dhe Hairs of our Head are. numbred; we ought 
not to imagin that the ſmalleſt and moſt trivial 
things are without the compaſs of the know- 
ledge and over: ruling providence of God ; 
but let us admire and adore the imcompre- 

| henfible knowledge and wonderful condeſcenſi- 
on of the great Jehovah, who humbles himſelf to 
behold. Fhings an Heaven and Earth. 1 come 
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the works of Providence, by laying before 
you the importance, neceſſity and difficulty of 


this duty in the following conſiderations. 


1. The acknowledgment of God in the Go- 


vernment of the World, is che foundation of 
all. duty and obedience toward him, for it's by 


providence that all intercourſe between God 


and his Creatures is maintained, which being 
taken away he no ways intermeddles in our 


affairs, and we are no ways concerned in him, to 
what purpoſe ſhould we pray to à God that 


do's not- concern himſelf in us and our affairs ; 


why ſhould we hope in a God that takes no 


care to help us, or love him that beſtows no 
good upon us; why ſhould we fear him 


that inflicts no evil, or obey him that dos 
not obſerve whether we obey. or not; to diſ- 


own God in all the events and occurrences of 
our life, in all the 10 that we receive, in 
all the evi} that be 


alls us, is to render him 


as inſignificant, as to any thing that concerns 


us, as if he were a dumb and dead Idol; 


* 


and though God does govern the World, yet 


if we neither conſider nor believe it, it's all 


ohe to us as if he did not, and we ſhall. be 


no otherwiſe affected toward God, than if he. 


= 


were a Cypher in the World which hath no 
thing to do with us and our affairs, and wer 


as little to do with him, for if he do not 


obſerve and concern himſelf in our doings in 


this World, he cannot judge and Reward Men. 
in another World according to their behaviour 


in this, but all things muſt happen in chis World 


by chance, now chance is blind and as regardleſs 
of Men as Beaſts, of good Men as of bad, 
„ Bd 4 
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| 3 fear, love and obedience; and than 


dus to deliver themſelves, from the fear and 


he providence off God, and ee 
ver dream of a future Judgment; what bet« 
ter is their condition than that of Beaſts ? 
What do they obſerve befalling Men, which 
befalleth not chit Beaſts? As -a Beaſts die 
fo do Men, they have all one Breath, where. 
in can they apprehend. a Man to be better than 
a Beaſt, all go into one place, all are of the duſt, 
and all turn unto duſt again; for they diſtin- 
guiſn not betwixt the Spirit 'of Man that 
eth upward, and the Spirit of the Beaſt that 
goeth downward to the Earth, whoſe thoughts 
and knowledge are confined to What happens 
by the ſwing and reelings of chance in this 
World, without all Hopi of another Life ; 
but the ſerious conſideration: and belief of an 
over-ruling Providence doth mightily influence 
and powerfully affect, all the rational faculties 
and* prings of Moral Actions ing Men, and 
leads them into the proſpect of another World; 
It invites their Su alarms their fears, and ad- 
dreſſes unto every Principle and Paſſion in 
them, that is capable of knowledge and per; 
Twaſion, and is an ever living ſpring of re- 


ore all men ought to root in their minds, 
the knowledge and belief of Providence. © 
2. Men are deſirous and often very induſtrk 5 


awful apprehenſions of an Inviſible Power and 
Eternal Juſtice, ruling the World, and are 
tog ſucceſsful in this attempt. Many are ſo 
defirous that their Luſts and Lawleſs Paſſions 
play | have a free rags, without any curb or 


reſtraigt, 
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Hand and Providence of God be very viſible, 
men rather than acknowledge the Providence 
of God, ſtretch their wit and invention to 
weaken. the Sence, and ſhift, off the Belief ot 
it, when God did viſibly plague the Philiſtins 
with Emerods they were ready to impute it 
to chance; + moreover ſome of the ordinary oc- 
currences of the World, ſuch as the proſperity 


of the. wicked, the troubles aad afflictions of 
the juſt, meeting with the evil inclinations. 


and infirmities even of good men, tempt them 
to deny or diſtruſt providence, as David 
pſal. 73. 2. Jeremiah 12. 1. If the defenders 


of a beſieged City, watch not diligently, if 


they do not carefully defend thoſe places 
which lie open to the attempts and aſſaults 


of the Enemy; they are like co be a prey to 


them. We endanger the Salvation of our 
Souls by Atheiſm and Infidelity, unleſs we ap- 
ply our ſelves diligently to conſider and ac- 
knowledge the Providence of God; In all thy 


ways acknowledge the Lord, and he ſhall dirett 


thy paths, Eſpecially we. ought to take heed, 


that we diſturb not our minds, with the dif- 
iculties of Providence, which we cannot an- 
wer, and that we draw not ſuch concluſions 


from 


— 


8 1 
g * 
0 . 
- 4 2 
- « * 
s 2 % . = 


1+ 
2 
1 


w_— 


- — 1 1 ku , 

— FS 1 7 + 
1 Sam. 6. 
r _ N 


6 43 
* 
* 


Pro, 3. 6. 


/ 


= "x e them, as may either Mike: FAY Vit | 
dice Being, or Providenteof Sod, or corr 
3 or. our notions of him, we ſhould remember thin 
the works of Providence arè the works ane 
objects of infinite Wiſdom and knowledge, and 
* ſhould: confider how limited our knowledge is, 
and compoſe our ſelves with the greateſt re 
verence and humility, to acknowledge tha 
dhe gròat depth of God's Wiſdom is unfa- 
Job 3 7233 thomable touching the Almighty, we : canuot'find 
_ him out: he is excellent in power and in judgmem, 
AH | and in plenty of Fuſtice : he will not afflict. Men 
4 therefore fear him: he reſpetteth not amy tha 
. are wiſe of heart; that are wiſe in their own 
8 ere and determine about things that are 
oo high for them. Let us reſt ſatisfied in the 
Faith and expectation of that - Tighteoys 
Judgment of the World by jeſus Chriſt, when 
God ſhall manifeſt and juſtifie the wiſdom and 
juſtice of his -providetice againſt all the Carily 

and objections of Men and Devils. 
3. We ſhould apply our ſelves diligently 0 
/ obſerve. the. over-ruling power and Wiſdom of 
1 | God in every thing, becauſe God hideth him- 
— ſelf working ſeEretly and indiſcernibly, in, up- 


1 on, and by his Creatures, Clouds and -qhick 
= *, darkneſs are round about him; good Men are a 
= © to attribute too much to viſible Agents, do 

* depend too much upon the ordinary means, in- 


ſomuch that they often miſtruſt the promiſes 

and expreſs Revelations of God, if they can- 

not diſcern the ordinary means, and a viſible 

way of their accompliſhment : Thus when the 

| Lord faid, that Sarah ſhould have a Son 4+ 
3 — and. the being Old, and it ceaſing 
1 e 
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that Women Eat their own Children, God 
promiſed that within twenty four hours Corn 

hould be ſo cheap, that a meaſure of ſine 
Flour. ſhould be ſold for a Shekel in 

the Gates of Samaria. One upon whoſe hand 

the King leaned ſaid, F God ſhould make 
Windows in Heaven, it could not he; the 
thing came to paſs, and he who faid fo ſaw | 
it, but did not Eat of it. The Hraelites, when 
the Spies brought them news of the Inhabi- 
tants of the Land of Canaan, their Chariots 
of Iron, of the Gyant-like Sons of Anal, they 
preſently conclude: that God had brought them 
out of Egypt, that they might fall by the 
en Word, that their Wives and Children might 
nabe a Frey; they Who ſaid ſo fell in the Wil- 
il derneſs, but their Children were not a Prey, but 
Nentred into the Land of Canaan according to 
ts (God's repeated Promiſes in the Hiſtory of that 
of people; we have many inſtances of their truſt- 
ning more in the viſible means and ordinary 
b. {cauſes of things, than in the plain and expreſs . 
4 promiſes of God, and that after many expęri- 
pt ments and Proofs. of his faithfulneſs, Almigh-  / 
to ty Power and Watchfulneſs over them and their 
in.  concernments, we may. ſee our own folly and 
es iafidelity in them; God hath forbidden us to 
n- be Anxious about the neceſſities of this Life; 
le to be too thoughtful about our Life, what we 
he ſhall Eat, or what we ſhall Drink; for God wo 
A. gives ſo many Proofs of his tender care 
ro and mercy to all, who feeds the Fowls a 4 


v 
* 


1 who cloaths the Graſs: ſo gloria i fl „ 
ly our neceſſities; yet if Men be deprived 
be 4 viſible. means 1 {ubliſtence, are they not 
not Men fin agàinſt God to procure the ff 
vour of Men, who can provide them of ſome ur 
in tbe Proſecution 
Creature more than the Almighty Creator, and 


to truſt in viſible Means and Agents, more than 


Armies of Heaven and among - th Ib ali. 
tants of the Earth, 1 e tha 4 


can ſecure to himſelf life, An peace, ple 
ty, or any other benefit 'by unlawful means; 
God can by ways unexpe 


brings Mens fooliſh projects to a very us 


themſelves to obſerve them and to conſider Mi 
works and doings, to themſelves and others 
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as Anxious as if there were no ſuch prorhiſe 
and by infidelity loſe . the benefit of it? 40 


dinary way of livin ng, and uſe unlawful means 
their deſigns and pur. 
poſes ? is not this to ſerve ry worſhip the 


in the Everlaſting Jehovah, who diſpoſts dalle 
rules all things as he pleaſes? Ho ** Porn 


of his will, and none can ft * righ 
or \ ſa unto hin - what Sf 3. no Man 


Qed and undiſternis 
ble to us, fruſtrate our deſi igns, and -oftei 


comfortable: Iſſue ; bond oe Power and Wiſdom 
of God are very indiſcernible and impercepti- 
ble, inſomuch that good Men who apply 


are guilty of much Ignorance and Infidelity, 
and therefore if we would do any thing to 

purpoſe in this matter; we muſt apply our 
902 with all our might to obſerve and ac- 
knowledge the Wiſdom and Providence of 
God, praying earneſtly to God to inſpire us 
with the SITY: of himſelf in his works, 


4: 


wer 


1d 


c A in the aft ple * ah all 
that hath been ſaid to practical zubes, j 


is (1) to check the Infidelity” 


fulneſs of ſome Nen, (3) To — Men 5 


humble and patient in afflictions. (3) To 
excite Men to fear and dread God. (4) Torraſt 


in him, and pray to him. 

; To check the infidelity a unthankful- 
neſs of Men ; many have ſo little ſenſe f 
the Power and Juſtice of the Almighty in 
the government of the World; that they ſeem 
to be perſwaded, that God being in the height 
of Heaven, cannot ſee nor diſcern what” they 
are doing here upon Earth, eſpecially when 
they behold the height of the Stars, how high 
they are above them 3 they ſeem to 
that God walketh in the circuit of the high- 
ſt Heavens, and cannot eſpy through alb the 
thick and dark Clouds, what they are think- 
ing and doing here below; but the Power 
Ind Juſtice of God are not at. ſo great a di- 
tnce from Men as they imagine, for if they 
ob to the right hand, God worketh there, 

they look forward, he is chere, though they 8 
lo not {ee him; yet they may 1 and 
ke the Works that are done by him? if they 
bok up to the Heavens or down into the 
ſeas and all deep places, he worketh in all theſe 
laaces and do's whatſoever he pleaſes; he is not 
ar from any one of us, he welds! in and upon 
very Man whatſoever he pleaſes, though we 
either ſee” nor feel his hand, bps it pre- 
krves and manages the hidden spring and 
rinciples of our Nature. He is not from 1 
very one of us, for in him we live 44 move Act. , 


1d have our being; a right underſtanding g 275 2. 
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Hileart and Affections, how muſt gur Heart 


=: _ - be ſtuffed with Atheiſm and Vanity, ſeeing 
mind and think upon nothing leſs, than the 
-  , everlaſting Jehovah, though all things withi; 
2s, all about us, call us to mind Rim, anc 
EY ©. fhew us ſome viſible marks and monument 


2. To make Men humble and patient under af 
fictions, ſeeing nothing can befall us but by 
the will and appointment of God, who may 
diſpoſe of us and of every thing elſe as he 
Peleaſes, and knows what is expedient form: 
=_ The knowledge and belief of the over-ruliag 
” Wiſdom and Providence of God, diſpoſes 
=  ' men not only to abſtain from 'murmuring un. 
der theſe afflictions, which are the immediate 
iſſue of Divine providenge; ſuch as Sickneß, 

Death of Friends and the like, but preſerves 


Malice againſt Men, who are the inſtruments 
©. and means of afflicting and chaſtiſing us; 
= and acknowledges God in all afflictions alike. 
= David when Shimei curſed him, would not 
2am. 16. ſuffer Abiſbai to fall upon him, So let him cute, 
19. becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him, curſe David 
; who ſhall therefore ay, wherefore haſt thou done-0. 
We find not Fob: Malitious, neither letting 


fly bitter venomous reproaches againſt 5 


4 A a * 
* ' * 8 5 


wen from all II. Will, bitterneſs of Spirit, 


as the An joys his prin rg The Dp 7 7 
and the Lord hab taken |, away, bleſſed be le. 
name of the Lord. Many in *afflitions. fix - 
their in) wb 10, ſtedfaſtiy upon men, Wh = 
the cauſe of their miſery and trouble, chat 

they cannot -caſt zone glance upon the Han 
and Providence f Gd ʒ their * and di 1 
courſes are often {© full of anger and 5 ©. 
againſt the Men whom God imploys to execute —I 
his righteous judgments, that they. have no 
time nor leiſure to think upon their Sins, and 
the Juſtice and Wiſdom o in puniſning 
them, ſuch ſeem not to 1 — 3 4 fs Divine 
Providence can reſtrain the Malice and In- _ 
juſtice of their Enemies, or Which is worſ /// 
they accuſe Gad of not having done well in oh '. 
not reſtrainin them, our impatience againſt | „ 
mens. ſwells. into murmurings againſt- God,. 
againſt whomſoever therefore we direct our 1 
loud clamours, complaints and reproaches, 9 
we ſhall find if we examine the matter imm 1 
partially, that they reſt not until they rebound "= 
zgainſt the God of Ae 3 3 


3. The conſideration x God's. abſolute * 
Power and Government {Eves to excite men 
to fear and dread God, He and He-only, who - 
rules in and over all things, is great 8 © = 
terrible, and all his creatures ought to te 


feared · and depended upon, in a due Subor- je 
dination to him; a King or General upon n 
head of a powerful numerous Army, ap- A 
bears great and terrible, all the ſtreng 15 and _ [i 
power of that Army is conltrued to be his, 5; 
and the fear of it is derived upon him, — 

| "a 
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* N 
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mi 
r. a "reſi 
555 Seeg for all the power 


* 


mies of Heaven nd Earth, are at Gods dif- 
pPoſal and ſubject to his commands; no King 


or General hath ſuch abſolute powervund rom 
mandment over his Subjects a: 
_ God «has over all his Creatures; 
Subjects and Sonldiers may "rebel — turn 
their Arms and power Ane them, but Al- 
e cannot m With the _— 


N aaf 2 


of of All che Hoſts of Heaven 

W Th Power of God, is derived from tum, 
© depends upon him, is ſubordinate unto tir 
and managed and directed by him, ſo that: 
Fear and Might, Reverence, Majeſty and Do- 
minion appertain unto him, who made and 
rules all Se and do's whadſoever he plea- 
ſes in Heaven, in Earth, in the Seas _ 
Deep be. e 

4. conſideration of God's Ain 
power and Wiſdom in the Government df 
the World, tends to excite men to truſt in 
God, and to pray go him; the Gods of the 
be though they fell don before t 
rent their Cloaths, Roar d and Cried, could 
not anſwer their Petit if they "made \VOWS 
unto them and did not 5 24 they could 
not puniſſt them, they | conld fave no; man 
from Death or Sicknefs, * neither deliver the 
Weak from the Mighty, nor reſtore to a Blind 
man his Sight, nor ſhew Mercy to the Widow 


on Facherlels 3 882 could neither ſet up * 
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and ſtormy . =o are 


they were not able to recompenſe 


en Wars and Plague came, their * 
conſult with iemlelves where >< 3 F 
hidden. wit 3 they could nor 

give Rain or the, Fruits of. the Earth, 11 
/blindaeſs - 

and therefore it was great 

them or to pray to them, bu 

Jehova, tlie Lore 1 


aſe All 
iritue 


ter Rela, 


vhatioey 3 
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give ſhowers 1. are notitho 
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gf and. wonder in | Heaven 
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the inward revere ce. of che. Soul ſhews it if 
a by humble : 2 it's 
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Sa _ "and milicy, ther 
; "which. 18 forward” by all "ways 
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1 dati &f theſe; and cating obtain leave öf 
tt fel fo do jotherwiſe, and Wen any can. 
* Aer h imſelf 0 do atherwiſe, there is reaſon 
_ b at this flows from the want of 
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— _ = "Moreover it's deſgg of whe publick 
e - worſhip, not only" to werſhip” God in 

"IE 4 nd privately in our Minds, out warte 
Iſo with gur Bodies, to pr fefs and declate 
our inward reverence and to'worlhip God|pub- 
Felix by: external ſigns and indicat ond 

which none more 3 and Anita, 
„ Than a decent, Hut poſture f © worſhip: 
or by chuling the himb elt po ure, we de 
kb. © clare-publickly, 'that the "greateſt reverence 
Aud _ honour. are due to the God whom de 
== 65 5 "I for all inward. worſhip without ex. 
= _, - ternal ſigns and indication of it 1 
aa and private, and conſt os tl 2 il 
=...  {crvient to man _Efeat e a 


- 


8 A 


bl 


ug 


— 


1 


=_” the publick wor ip. - 
5 Furthermore external Wege receive s their fig. 


4 


_ nification' from conſent and cuſtom, as all the 
_—. geſtures and words which we make uſe of! in 
3 F civil converſation,” or in the worſhip of God 
and other Nations add Countries, agree o 
= * uſe of other geſtures and Words In both 
4 things 5 noWn' aur civil 
e Len, 


thi 


and 
bei 


Ur 


is 


| > external modes: of civi 
more necell ry 
and rev geſtures in the · Mori pe 8 
bein they are authoriſed a required, ß; 
the e & 83 N. and Eccleſi aſtica; 1 
ee ears that | | 
es are very neceſſary and fig. 
in the worſhip: 93 8 d; from te 
or th conſent" anc 95 2 Url. 3 
ſtiaus and Pagans. al Nati- Ne Be 
ons and all R 
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diſreſpe&- of Gods They ſhould-conlider ther... 
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